CONFRATERNITY OF CHRISTIAN MOTHERS

Membership Meeting Minutes

March 11th, 2008

Officers in Attendance:  
President, Kathy Boak





Vice-President, Peggy Snyder





Treasure, Mary Redmen

Absent:
Secretary, Penny Goerge 


The meeting opened with a prayer at 6:30 p.m

The Secretary’s report was read and minutes approved.  

The Treasurer’s report was given.  The savings balance is $659.02 & the checking balance was $146.75.
OLD BUSINESS:

1. COMMUNION BREAKFAST – The annual breakfast was held February 10th with approximately 60 members, including 12 new inductees in attendance.  Fran Cook from St. Vincent’s Catholic Charities spoke.  We collected both personal items and monetary gifts for St. Vincent’s and Fran was very grateful.  There were a couple of things that were done different this year that we will carry forward.
· Flower arrangements for new inductees and the speaker went over well.  Peggy was able to get free vases and spent less on something that will last longer

· In prep work, we used plastic bags to store the pineapple centerpieces instead of trying to wrap them.  This worked very well.

· We are going to move the breakfast to March in an effort to save some cost of flowers and food seeing the breakfast is normally held in the vicinity of Valentine’s Day and things seem to be a little pricier at this time.  Peggy has already spoke Donna and a March date is available.

· With the earlier start date, it will leave more time for recruitment.

· Peggy to contact new members who were not able to make breakfast to invite them to attend the next meeting to be inducted.

2. FISH FRY’S – The dining room supervision was split up into 2 shifts per fish fry with an officer each taking a shift.  This seemed to work very well.  This is something to carry forward.  We did not have an exact amount of the money raised from the fry’s at this time, but Kathy spoke with Jill who said the 2nd fry was much better attended and they ran out of many items.
3. TOUR OF HOPE – Kathy attended the Tour of Hope of St. Vincent’s Home.  She thought it was a great experience and encouraged other to attend as well
4. PARISH COUNCIL PRESENTATION – Kathy made a presentation to the parish council in February.  She gave a history of the organization and a brief overview of our fundraisers and organizations we have supported over the years.

NEW/ON-GOING BUSINESS:

1. PARISH WEBSITE   
· Kathy spoke with Thomas Thelen regarding posting information for the Christian Mothers on the parish website.  Thomas was very eager to help out and is waiting on information from her at this time.
· Items to be posted for now will be:  Meeting Agenda’s, Minutes, Circles, Event ‘Task Lists’ and a History of Officers which will be an on-going work in progress.
2. OFFICERS and SUBCOMMITTEES – 
· Officer positions of secretary has been filled my Marci Myers and Treasurer position will be filled by Angela Hufnagel.  VP is still vacant at this time.
· There has still been only one person to step forward to take on responsibilities for CM related activities.  Kathy will start making calls to ask others for help.
3. SPRING FLOWER SALE 

· Patty Feldpausch has again volunteered to chair the Spring Flower sale.  Kathy to touch base to see if there is anything she needs.
· Mother’s Day weekend carnation sale – we will be selling carnations after all masses on Mother’s Day weekend this year.  Peggy will contact Jo Thelen for direction on amount to purchase (Right to Life used to do this).

4. EASTER GREETINGS – The hospitality committee has asked CM to be in charge of greeting people as they walk into church for Easter masses.  Kathy will ask Agnes to get 4 people for both the 8:30 and 10:30 masses, since Saturday evening Vigil starts outside.
5. PRESENATIONS

· Kathy has sent an inquiry email to Ron Tatro of Elder Law of Michigan for information of presentations they give.  Kathy asked for basics of content, length, recourse and cost.  Depending on cost, may ask K of C to co-sponsor an event like this.  This could be opened up to the entire community and neighboring towns.  A small fee may help defray costs.
· Peggy was also able to get a list of topics from her aunt on resources available to the Dioceses for speakers.

· It was agreed that we will also continue to keep out eyes open for Breakfast Speakers.  FAITH usually does nice features and we may be able to get some good ideas from it.  The ‘Pie Lady’ from DeWitt may be a possibility.
6. PARISH PICNIC
· INFLATABLES – The chairs of the Parish Picnic have asked the Christian Mothers to donate towards defraying the cost of the inflatable toys at this year’s festivity.  We have agreed to donate $200 for this family event to help cost overall cost of the picnic.  Mary to send a check to Mary Lee Klein made out to the parish.

· COUNTRY STORE – Kathy will make Country store assignments and send them to Mary Lee and Sue Schrauben.    
7. CHRISTIAN MOTHER’S MASTER LIST – Mary from the rectory contacted Peggy about transferring the task of keeping the CM List from the parish office to the CM Officers.  Peggy and Kathy will meet to update circles and get a foundation of how we want to keep this.  Kathy may keep this job as an on-going basis.  We will then work with the rectory office to keep updated for changes such as address and deaths.
8. HOLY HOURS – Peggy will be talking with Father about the coordination of hour hours for CM members.  We are looking at the 3rd Sunday, starting out every other month, with our first Holy Hour in April.
9. MOTHER/SON DINNER – We talked about holding something for Mom’s and their sons since we have a Mother/Daughter Banquet.  We are thinking something basic, like a picnic.  We all agree to try to come up with some ideas and talk about it more in-depth at our next meeting.

10. MOM’S WITH YOUNG CHILDREN GROUP – Mary attends a group in St. Johns for Mom’s with young children, where they can gather in a Christian based setting to pray, discuss concerns, share recipes and the children can play.  Mary will get more information from the group she now attends and we will put out feelers for interest.  The Father Ray Center was thought of to be a possible gathering place.  We will pursue.  
11. COORESPONDESES – Many Thank You’s!  Father Dennis, Tony, Mathias, Todd, Garry, Ladies Auxiliary and FHS Renaissance Committee. 

The next meeting will be held Monday, May 12th @ 6:30 p.m.

The meeting was closed at 7:34 pm with a prayer.

