CHRISTIAN MOTHER’S

SUMMER 2008 NEWSLETTER

Wow!  What a busy year it has been.  I’ve really enjoyed my opportunity to be President of the Christian Mothers.  Thanks to all fellow officers who I have been able to serve with for the past three years and for all of your on-going support.
Here’s a summary of the past years events:

· Christian Mothers Webpage & Email - I have been working with Thomas Thelen, webmaster of the parish website, to get Christian Mothers information posted.  He has done a great job!  We have our own page that you can access through the main page on the parish website.  Currently we have information for this past year going forward.  We have meeting agenda’s, meeting minutes, ‘Officer Contact’ information, event check lists (see subcommittees below) and the next meeting time.  We are currently working on the circles which will be posted.  If you see your contact information is incorrect, please contact us at MHT_ChristianMothers@yahoo.com to let us know so we can get it changed.  We will also use this address to field any questions or comments you may have if you are unable to attend one of the meetings.  We hope to be adding more information to the webpage in the near future to keep members up to date!
· We have a new Christian Mothers plaque to replace our old banner.  Thank you to Lorraine Weber who purchased this in memory of her husband Jerome.  If you see Lorraine, please take the time to thank her for her kindness and generosity.
· 2007 Graduation Reception – we had a great turnout for our graduates.  Last year’s letter went out before our winners were announced.  Carli Fink was the lucky $100 winner.  The floral arrangements went to Wendy Armbrustmacher and Sue Miller.  Congratulations to all !!!
· 2008 Graduation Reception – also a success.  Thank you to Jenny Boak for helping me chair this event.  Wade Thelen was the lucky $100 winner.  Thank you to Therese Farley for again decorating the hall and to Peggy for making the floral arrangements.  Those arrangements went to LeAnn Thelen and Patti Schueller.  Best wishes to all graduates !!!

· 2007 County Store – the Country Store made a profit of $1,736.50 for the parish festival this past year.  We continue to move the store later in evening to the entertainment area to help sell remaining items.  This seems to be working out well.  I will be chairing the Store again this summer, but next year Karen Bengel has volunteered to do this.  Many thanks to Karen for helping out!!!
· 2007 Christian Mothers Float – the theme was “Small Town, Big Heart” and our float won first place!  I would like to thank Ray and Janet Armbrustmacher for the use of their wagon.  I’d also like to thank my husband, kids and parents, along with Penny Goerge and her family for help in putting the float together.  My niece Kelsey lent her artistic talent by painting the eagle on the back of the float.  She did an amazing job.  Also, thank you to Jenny Boak and family for helping to tear down the float after the Sequentenial Parade.  I appreciate all of your help!
· Respect Life Month – Jill Feldpausch volunteered to lead the Rosary at the Shine of the Unborn.  Thank you, Jill!  If anyone is interested in leading this year, please contact Peggy or another officer.
· Craft Night – was attended by few, but we had a lot of fun!  We made Santa Clauses out of coat hangers and felt!  The kids really seemed to like it!  Peggy is still working on a craft for this year and will try to have a sample in the back of church a few weeks beforehand for preview. 
· Annual Communion Breakfast – Fran Cook from St. Vincent’s Catholic Charities was the speaker for this year’s breakfast.  Fran did a great job of conveying the number of services offered by St. Vincent’s.  She was extremely thankful for all who came out in the cold weather!  She greatly appreciated the monetary and personal items donated to their organization for those less privileged.  If you are interested in taking the “Tour of Hope” offered by St. Vincent’s, please call 517-323-4724 extension 1205 to arrange.  
We are talking about changing the menu for next year.  If you have any ideas, please let us know.  The breakfast will be pushed back to March 1st next year.  Please mark your calendars!
· Spring Flower Sale – thank you again to Patty Feldpausch for chairing the Spring Flower Sale.  Patty has taken this on for at least the past two years, if not more.  We made a profit of over $550.  Thank you Patty for all of your work on this project and to all of those who help make this such a great success.

· Mother’s Day Flowers – Thank you to Peggy for coming up with the idea to sell carnations after all the masses on Mother’s Day weekend.  It gave little ones the opportunity to get their mother a nice flower!  It was a HUGE success.  Peggy purchased 12 dozen carnations and had only 9, yes 9, flowers left after the 8:30 am mass.  After purchasing 4 more dozen we only had 1 remaining flower left and that was placed in the Grotto.  Thank you, Peg, for all of your hard work on MOTHER’s DAY and to all the members that sold the carnations after the masses that day!!!!

· Holy Hours – Some members have commented that although we help many others out, we don’t do much for our own members.  So we have installed Holy Hours each month to help meet the spiritual needs of our members.  The first Holy Hour was held in April and we had one again in May.  Thank you to Bernadette Fox for helping lead the Chaplet of Devine Mercy.  Please watch the bulletin for dates of future Holy Hours.
· MOPS – Mothers of Pre-Schoolers – Mary Redman had brought up the idea of starting a group for Mom’s with young children.  It would be a time to gather and share ideas for anything related to their spiritual or family life.  Unfortunately, Mary will be moving up north and will not be able to spearhead this.  If you would be interested, please contact an officer.
· MOTHER/SON POTLUCK – CALLING ALL MOM’S AND THEIR SONS OF ALL AGES !!!!  There are Mother/Daughter Banquets and Daddy/Daughter Dances, but what about Moms and their little guys ???  Well, on August 10th, the Christian Mothers will be holding a Mother/Son Picnic at Fink Field.  A special thank you goes out to the young men who attended our May meeting to meet Confirmation requirements.  They gave us lots of great ideas!  Please watch the bulletin for further information on this event as it develops.  If you are interested in helping organize this event, please contact Peggy.
· MEETING ATTENDANCE – is basically non-existent except for the officers.  We need input from our members to make our organization one that meets all the members’ needs.  It is difficult to do this when no one shows up.  I also think people might be more willing to step up into a leadership position when they can have the opportunity to see what is involved.  Believe me, if I can do it, anyone can.  I was only a member for 1 year before being asked to serve.  It has been a great 3 years.  Meeting times are being moved back to a regular schedule.  Meetings will now take place on the second Tuesday of the month, at 6:30 p.m., with the exception of September.  September’s meeting will be on the 16th at 6:30 p.m.  With Father moving mass to Monday evening permanently, it was concluded that Tuesday would be the best night for meetings.  We chose to stay to the 6:30 pm time to be able to adjourn at an earlier time in the evening.
· GROUP CIRCLES – are not being sent out with the newsletter but will be posted on the website.  We are doing this in an effort to save some money on postage.  If you do not have access to the internet and would like a copy, please contact an officer and we will get one in the mail to you.

· DUES – Christian Mothers dues remains at $3.00 year.  $1.00 of that goes to the Educational Trust Fund and the other is used in various ways to help the organization.  WE NEED YOUR $3.00 !!!  Although it isn’t much, when the $3.00 lapses a few years and you multiply that by 300+ members, that is a lot of money we are going without.  We are again offering the pay ahead option up to 5 years so you can write a check and forget about it for a few years!  Currently we have approximately $1400 in outstanding dues!  The amount you owe is on the last page of the newsletter.  Please send your payment in as soon as possible.  If you are on the list and no longer want to be part of the organization, please return the slip and check that you no longer wish to belong to the Christian Mothers and you will be taken off the list.  Thanks!
· Sub-committee’s – we are looking for some help!  Would you and a friend be willing to team up and take a lead on any the events that the Christian Mothers host?  Most ‘events’ only take a few hours and it helps relieve the President of a few responsibilities.  We have check lists of things that need to be done out on the web and also notes from events to help plan the next year.  The events include The Country Store, the Parish Picnic Float, Confirmation Reception, leading October Rosary, shopping for Adopt a Family, the Spring Flower Sale and the Graduation Reception.  Please give this some consideration and check the website to see what is available.  If something isn’t available that you would like, you can join the team!  Contact an officer or send us an email to sign-up.     
· Officers – the officers for the upcoming year are as follows:
President – Peggy Snyder  593-4026
Vice-President – VACANT
Secretary – Marci Myers 593-3203
Treasurer – Renee Hufnagel  587-4319
Coordinator of Circles – Agnes Koenigsknecht  593-2614
As you can see, the Vice-President is still vacant.  I’ve contacted approximately 20 people and we have no takers.  If we do not have a vice-president soon, the September meeting will address whether or not to dissolve the organization after 127 years.  

I would like to give a heartfelt “Thank You” to the officers I was able to serve with this year.  A big thank you goes out to Jill Feldpausch, our previous President, for taking all my calls and questions.  My behind the scenes help of Agnes Koenigsknecht, our Coordinator of Cirlces, who gets me all the help I ask for!  I would also like to thank Bob Shannon for all his help in setting up events for us.  You make things extremely easy for the president.  Your time and effort is GREATLY appreciated !!!
Have a Happy and Safe Summer !!!

Kathy (
Christian Mothers Membership Dues

Member Name: _____________________________
Current Amount Due:  _______________________
(  1 additional year:   ___________
(  2 additional years:  __________

(  3 additional years:  __________

(  4 additional years:  __________

(  5 additional years:  __________

Amount Enclosed:  __________________________
Contact Information:  We have taken over our records from the rectory.  We may have some discrepancies and we want to do some ‘clean-up’.  Please check the information below and make corrections if necessary.  Your phone number is used for ‘Circles’ and date of birth is used internally to help us move members from ‘Active’ or ‘Honorary’.  Thanks!
(  I have checked my contact information and it is correct

(  My contact information is not correct; please make the following changes:

(  I no longer wish to be a member of the Christian Mothers.  Please remove me from the membership list.
Please return form to:  Renee Hufnagel





       11770 W. Taft Road





       Westphalia, MI  48894
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