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This week, I have asked Andrea Schneider to share with
us.
God Bless,
Fr. Dennis

knowing I wasn’t the first one to experience suffering. People have gone before me, like the Holy Family, that have
modeled what it’s like to suffer.

Often times when you look at a
picture of the Holy Family you
think perfection. And how could
you not? The Blessed Mother is
gently holding baby Jesus in her
arms, while her husband Saint
Joseph looks lovingly at them
both. It is a beautiful image. It
radiates love and peace, the ideal
of what family life should look
like. But with any picture, there's more to the story than
what is seen.

Family life is hard, being a parent is hard, but you don’t
have to do it alone! You have the Holy Family as your
guide. Pray to them, ask for their intercession. You have a
parish here at Most Holy Trinity that supports family life and
lifts them up in prayer. I have found so much help and support from other families and moms from the parish. I swear
every time my children have the crazies and are disruptive
at Mass, someone will approach me afterwards and say
how nice it is to see families at Mass. Something as simple
as that has given me encouragement when I’ve felt defeated. Being part of a moms group has helped me know that
I’m not the only mother who’s lost my patience with my children. Today’s society can seem so anti family, and it’s so
refreshing to look at the Holy Family as a model of what a
family life should be like.

When I look at the picture of the Holy Family, I’m drawn to
Mary. When she looks down at her little baby, there’s so
much joy. I can relate to that feeling, as I’ve spent many of
nights just staring at my sleeping child, or watching one of
them accomplish something for the first time. But I also
can’t help but ponder of the fact that even though her eyes
looking lovingly at her son, does her heart ache in anticipation for what is to come? With every birthday, did she secretly want to cry knowing it was only a matter of time until
her son would be on Calvary's hill? We sometimes forget
that Mary was human, and that she experienced the same
emotions we do; fear, worry, sadness, joy. I’m sure she
composed herself with more grace then I do when it comes
to these emotions, but she still felt them.
As parents, it is never easy to watch our children get hurt or
suffer. That first time your child comes home crying because they were left out at school. Or when you watch your
child finally build up the courage to finally get on that new 2wheel bike only to watch them wipe out. It can be heart
breaking. That sadness we experience is only a drop in the
ocean to what Mary had to go through in her lifetime as a
parent.
When I look at St. Joseph, I can’t help but think he must of
had mixed emotions as he watched Jesus grow up. It
couldn’t have been easy at first to accept that Mary was
going to have a baby, but it wasn’t going to be his. As he
watched Jesus grow, did he yearn for a child of his own?
When you take the time to really ponder the life of the Holy
Family it turns out they are more relatable than you would
think. A picture can capture a single moment, but it doesn’t
accurately capture everything. I can look at a picture of my
family and think...wow that looks like a really happy family. But what isn’t shown in that picture is the fights, the
tears, the laughter, the worry, or the two children who’ve
gone to heaven.
Every family experiences suffering. What that suffering
looks like is different for everyone. For the Holy Family, it
was the acceptance that Jesus came to earth as a baby,
would suffer and die for our sins, and would save us all from
eternal death. He came and did just that, but he also rose
again and now awaits our return home to Heaven. With
suffering comes joy. For our family, our suffering came in
the form of a miscarriage. In the last year we’ve had to say
goodbye to two babies too early; one at 17 weeks and the
other at 6 weeks. But with that suffering came joy in knowing we have two beautiful children in Heaven that we can
pray to. In the days and months to follow, I found comfort in

Holy family of Nazareth, make our family one with you. Help
us to be instruments of peace. Grant that love, strengthened by grace, may prove mightier than all the weaknesses
and trials through which our families sometimes pass. May
we always have God at the center of our hearts and homes
until we are all one family, happy and at peace in our true
home with you. Amen.
God bless, Andrea

As we look to the future of our
parish and also our Diocese, our
bishop has asked the entire Diocese to participate in its first ever
diocesan wide campaign called
Witness to Hope. The campaign
seeks to raise $65 million to support the many ministries of the
large Church, including our seminarians and retired clergy,
youth and young adults, Catholic education, evangelization
and funds for social ministry. Here at Most Holy Trinity, Adam Halfman, Lori Hyland and I met just before the holiday
with two of the directors of the campaign who will be working with us.
Our parish goal is $669,390. The bishop has told us that no
matter how much we raise, our parish will receive back 1/3
of all we collect. So if we reach our goal of $669,390 we
will receive back $234,104. Adam and I have been talking
with the Parish Council and Finance Committee about what
we’d like to do with that money. Some ideas are: restore
the stain glass windows, work on the Activity Center (redo
the kitchen and maybe add on some storage room), and
redoing our Parish Offices (making them handicapped accessible and more energy efficient). These are just some
initial thoughts.
In the next few weeks, I will be speaking more in depth on
the Campaign. I know that our parish goal seems rather
daunting. Both Adam and I seemed rather skeptical about
the goal and whether we can hope to collect this much, but
early reports from other pastors (St. Mary’s Cathedral, St.
Jude Parish in DeWitt) have shared with me that they have
made their goal and in fact exceeded it.
Right now I ask you to pray and ask the Lord to bless our
parish, and what the Lord may be asking you to give.
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Announcements
Altar Server’s Albs: The albs we’ve been using are starting to get a bit tattered and worn. We’ve been using them
for over 12 years now and we would like to buy some new
ones. They cost about $200.00 each. If you would be interested in donating to help replace them, please contact
the parish office or Fr. Dennis at fr.dennis@hotmail.com.
Blessed Chalk and Blessed Water: On the Feast of the
Epiphany we will be handing out blessed chalk so that you
can bless your home. There will be instructions included as
well. Because the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord does
not fall on a weekend this year, but rather on Monday, January 9th we will also make holy water available so that the
faithful may take this sacramental home for your devotional
use. Please bring a container for holy water with you.
Baby Bottle Blessings: This year once again
we will be making baby bottles available – you fill
the bottles with your loose change and return
them to the church at the end of January. This
money will be used to help support Pregnancy
Services of Greater Lansing in their outreach to
women in crisis pregnancy. The bottles can be
found in all the entrances of the church. God bless you for
supporting life!
MHT Job Opening: Last week, Cheryl Pung informed us
that after 7 years working in the parish office, she has decided to move on and spend more time with her family.
We're sorry to see her go and very grateful for dedication
she has given to our parish during her time here.
We are starting the process of finding a new part time secretary. Anyone who is interested can drop a resume off at
the parish office, or contact Adam Halfman for more information. We will be accepting applications through Monday,
January 16th.
Principal of Most Holy Trinity School
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com

Website: mhtparish.com

January Month of Prayer for Life

Mass and Day of Prayer and Fasting
for the Legal Protection of Life
Monday, January 23rd
In 1975 the Supreme Court of the United States legalized
abortion and began a tragedy and injustice of murdering
innocent unborn life. Our bishops have asked us to pray
and fast to end this monstrous offence against
God and life.
This past year we have learned to our horror of some of the
fruits of this evil. The organization Planned Parenthood
has been selling body parts of aborted babies. Who knows
what other evils have been perpetrated?
It is our responsibility as Christians to speak out and work
against injustice. All life is precious and worth defending;
unborn life, the elderly, the vulnerable, the poor, victims of
the sex trade, victims of violence, refugees, all have an
inherent dignity given to them by God.
I urge everyone to come to Mass on January 23rd and
to fast and pray for an end to all offences against
human persons.
Monday, January 23rd the Masses are 8:15 am.
and 7:00 pm.

MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life

Important Upcoming Dates:
Tuesday, January 3
School Resumes
Tuesday, January 3
Mass @ 8:15 a.m./Feast of Holy
Name of Jesus
Monday, January 9
Mass @ 8:15 a.m./Feast of the
Baptism of the Lord
Director of Youth Ministry
Corey Luna - mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.
March for Life- We will be partnering up with St Joseph's in
Pewamo to go and March for Life in Washington D.C. on
January 26-28. This is an amazing way to stand for our prolife beliefs as Catholics and to personally experience the
pro-life movement. There are limited spots so please contact Corey Luna ASAP. Permission slips are on the parish
website and are due January 2nd!
Middle School Youth Group: Meeting will be on January
12th from after school until 4:15pm in the Youth Center.
Steubenville registration is now open!!! We will be going
to Main Campus 2, which will be June 23-25. We have 112
spots this year and I would love to see all of them filled! A
link for the form will be available on the parish website

Director of Evangelization & Faith Formation
Andrea Schneider - adultfaithmht@gmail.com
Date Night: MHT, St. Joe's in Pewamo, and St. Mary's in
Westphalia are sponsoring a date night for married and engaged couples on Saturday, Jan. 21, 2017 after 4:30 Mass
in Pewamo. The cost is $40 per couple and includes a catered dinner, talk from Teresa Tomeo and husband Dcn.
Dominick Pastore, and a panel of local couples. Go to our
website to register for this event!
Consoling the Heart of Jesus: This program starts on
Wednesday, January 25. Fr. Gaitly's book teaches us about
God's infinite mercy and how you can find joy in consoling
the heart of Jesus, by accepting his love and trusting in him
completely. We'll discover how suffering can actually help
us grow spiritually closer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. This
10 week program will take place Wednesday evenings after
the 7:00pm Mass in the activity center. There will be a video, discussion, and Q&A at each session. Please go to our
website to register. Session 1 – January 25, Session 2 –
February 1, Session 3 – February 8, Session 4 – February
15, Session 5 – February 22, Session 6 – March 1, Session
7 – March 8, Session 8 – March 15, Session 9 – March 22.
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Hello MHT, we are a group of Fowler college students that
will be attending a conference in San Antonio, Texas during
the first week of January. The conference is called SEEK; it
is put on by FOCUS, the Fellowship of Catholic University
Students. FOCUS invites college students from across the
country to come together in one place and grow in faith together. Over the course of this five day conference, students listen to talks by a prestigious panel of speakers, receive the Sacraments, pray together, and engage with other
students who are passionate about their faith. This parish
has sent students to this conference previously, and it has
been a very impactful experience. This is an excellent opportunity for us to have an encounter with Christ and grow
in our relationship with Him to be able to bring that strengthened relationship back to the community. As one could imagine, the opportunity to attend such an illustrious conference is not cheap. The cost is around $425, and we are
looking for parishioners to take part in this experience, either by financial aid or prayers. If you feel called to donate
any amount of money, you can donate to the parish and the
money will be spread out evenly, or you can donate to one
of us individually. Prayers are greatly appreciated, and if
there are any prayer intentions that you have, please send
them to us so we can pray for them at the conference.
Thank you so much for your support!
Brian Armbrustmacher, Carissa Campbell, Jeannie Esch,
Gabby Horak, Thomas Horak, Kaitlyn Schmitz
News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas

January 1, 2017

Knights of Columbus Christmas Party: The
K of C will be having their Christmas Party on
January 7th at 6:00pm in the Activity Center.
The party will be a dinner followed by a small
program to recognize all activities the Knights
have been involved in during the last year. All
members and their families are invited to attend. The council will provide meat, potatoes, and place settings. We ask
everyone to bring a dish to pass. Please contact Paul Horak if you are able to attend with a count from your family –
pvhorak@hotmail.com, 517-281-8838.
Blood Drive
There will be a Red Cross blood drive at St. Mary
Parish Hall in Westphalia on Tuesday, January 3,
2017 from 1-7 p.m. We hope to see you there!
Sponsored by the Christian Mothers & Women's
Guild and Knights of Columbus.
St. Mother Theresa’s Little Helpers
Taylor Weber, Taryn Schmitz, Rachel Epkey, Grace Epkey,
and Mya Bertram created a charity fundraiser. All the funds
will go to Haven’s Homeless Shelter in East Lansing. So far
we have raised money by a bake sale, but we plan on putting up posters with an email address so you can tell us
what day, time, and where you live if you want us to shovel
your snowed in driveway. We also plan on buying bracelet
supplies to make bracelets for the 88 children at the shelter,
and we need to buy proper bedding, pillows, toothpaste,
toothbrushes, and other everyday needs. If you wish to donate, please call (989) 640-5425.
Men’s Retreat
There will be a retreat at St. Francis Retreat Center in Dewitt
scheduled for January 20-22, 2017. The theme for this directed
retreat is Mass Matters: We Are Called to Glory, where we
will be delving into the heart of Catholic Worship - the Holy
Mass.
For more information or to register, visit www.stfrancis.ws. You can also register by calling (517) 6698321. The suggested donation for the weekend is
$175. Please prayerfully consider if God is calling you to set
aside time for this encounter opportunity!
Called and Gifted Workshop
Most Holy Trinity is hosting a Called
and Gifted Workshop on Jan. 13-14.
This 10-hour program is offered Friday
7:00-9:30pm and Saturday 8:00am4:00pm., designed by Sherry Weddell,
one of the speakers at the assembly,
helps people to identify the charisms, or
gifts that each of us receives at Baptism. Go to our website to register for
this event.

Sponsor of the Week
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Thursday, January 5th from 6:30 - 8:00 pm.
Confessions: Thursday, January 5 before First Friday:
after 8:15 morning Mass and 6:30 - 8:00 p.m., Saturday’s
3:30 - 4:00 p.m. or anytime by appointment.

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish.

Wirth & Fedewa
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Thank you for the prayers, cards, and visits while I was in
the hospital and at the Laurels of Carson City. Your kindness is greatly appreciated.
Agatha Feldpausch
*******************************************************************
The family of Mindy (Huhn) Simon wish to express their
heart-felt thanks to all who prayed for her as well as those
who dropped off food or gift cards. Three weeks ago
Mindy was diagnosed with a large blood clot on her brain
and suffered a series of small strokes. After surgery our
family witnessed our very own Christmas miracle as Mindy
regained consciousness and function after a few days. We
believe that her rapid recovery was due to the deluge of
prayers flooding heaven from many of you. Mindy is now
home with her husband and two young boys as she continues out-patient therapy. Please continue to keep Mindy
and her family in your prayers.
With deepest gratitude,
Mindy and Chad Simon & boys Liam and Grayson
Bob and Marilyn Huhn & Family
Gene and Aggie Goerge & Family

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Regina Martin,
Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin,
Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa
Schulte, Kenny Briganti, Sharon (Thelen) Droste, Theresa
Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala,
Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Don Simon, Roman Arens, Julie
Wieber Schafer, Irene (Luttig) Weber, Maryann Esch, Bill
Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick
Rehmann, Pam (Thelen) Stump, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus,
Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Msgr. Sylvester Fedewa, Bryce
Bongard, Gregg Platte, Charles Douglass, Frank Hufnagel,
Norman Goerge, Reynold Goerge, Lynda Esch, Jim O.
Koenigsknecht, Agatha Feldpausch, Mindy Simon, Julius
Schafer, Janet Armbrustmacher (Allan) and a special
intention.
Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you.
Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish
Community who are in the Armed Services.
Readings for the Week of January 1, 2017
Monday
1 John 2:22-28; Psalms 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd4; John 1:19-28
Tuesday
1 John 2:29—3:6; Psalms 98:1, 3cd-4, 56; John 1:29-34
Wednesday
1 John 3:7-10; Psalms 98:1, 7-8, 9; John
1:35-42
Thursday
1 John 3:11-21; Psalms 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5;
John 1:43-51
Friday
1 John 5:5-13; Psalms 147: 12-13, 14-15,
19-20; Mark 1:7-11 or Luke 3:23-28 or
3:23, 31-34, 36, 38
Saturday
1 John 5:14-21; Psalms 149:1-2, 3-4, 5
and 6a and 9b; John 2:1-11

Website: mhtparish.com

Monday, January 2
7:00 p.m. + No Mass
Tuesday - January 3
8:15 a.m. + Angela Thelen, Including Julius & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family
Wednesday – January 4
6:00 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations
7:00 p.m.
Bernie & Jean Bengel
Thursday – January 5
8:15 a.m. + Louis Schneider & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
6:30 p.m. Praise, Adoration & Confession
Friday – January 6 - First Friday
8:15 a.m. + No Mass
Saturday - January 7 - First Saturday
8:15 a.m. + Helen Fox, Including Paul
4:30p.m. + Claude Hufnagel (1st Anniversary) & Living
& Deceased Members of the Family
Sunday - January 8
8:30 p.m.
People of the Parish
10:30 a.m. + Kerri (Thelen) Tipps (3rd Anniversary)
Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, January 7 & 8
4:30 p.m. - Tony Schafer, Jerome R. Thelen, Lonnie
Schueller, Volunteer
8:30 a.m. - Jim Braman, Jerome Spitzley, John Hufnagel,
Kurt Thelen
10:30 a.m. – Brett Stump, Kirk Phillips, Dale Koenigsknecht,
Hilary Stump
Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, January 7 & 8
4:30 p.m. - Sam, Anna & Jack Vanneste, Charlie Boak
8:30 a.m. - Tricia, Jace & Amy Feldpausch, Logan Klein
10:30 a.m. – Delanie, Preston & Camden Braun, Jared
Snyder
Mass Servers During This Week
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - No Mass
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School Mass
Wed., 7:00 p.m. - Braeden & Carly Andros
Thur., 8:15 a.m. - John & Andrew Irrer
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - No Mass
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - Jack Schafer, Drew Armbrustmacher
There will be no Mass this week at the following times:
Monday, January 2, 7:00 p.m.
Friday, January 6, 8:15 am
Sorry for any inconvenience!
The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. weekday Mass.
The intention for this week is to pray for the people of every
country, may we overcome our differences during this holy
season and realize that we can all live in peace.
January 1, 2017
Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard
Parish Office Hours 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm
To Contact Us:
Parish Office:
593-2162
Fax:
593-2171
E-Mail: office@mhtparish.com
Website:
mhtparish.com
Most Holy Trinity School: 593-2616

