
Holy Mary Mother of God 
Pray for us 

“They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering 
the house they saw the child with Mary his mother.  They 

prostrated themselves and did him homage.” 
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This week, I have asked  Adam Halfman to share with us. 
 

God Bless,      Fr. Dennis 

I have to say that I’m pretty 
excited about the upcoming 
Called and Gifted conference 
that we are hosting on Janu-
ary 13 & 14th! Granted, I say 
that about most of the events 
we are putting on, but I have 
experienced first hand the 
fruits of this ministry in my 
own life, and I’m looking for-
ward to seeing how the Lord 
works through others in our 
parish. With that said, I 
thought it might be helpful to 

share a little more about what the program is and also de-
bunk some myths that might be floating around about it. 
 

The Called and Gifted program was created with the idea 
that each of us are given gifts at Baptism to help grow the 
kingdom of God. This is clear throughout the New Testa-
ment as the early Christians respond to God’s call for them 
in various ways.  These gifts or “charisms” are described on 
the Called and Gifted website (www.siena.org) as “special 
abilities given to all Christians by the Holy Spirit to give 
them power both to represent Christ and to be a channel of 
God's goodness for people. Whether extraordinary or ordi-
nary, all charisms ought to be exercised in the service of 
God.”  Some people might read this and think that it’s a 
clever way for the parish to get more people to do things for 
us. That is one of the myths about this program. While char-
isms are given to be exercised in the service of God, they 
are also special abilities that God gives us and a way that 
we can respond to the Lord working inside of us, which 
sounds really cool. It’s like that quote from Spiderman, “With 
great power, comes great responsibility”. Sure Peter Parker 
has to use his gifts to save the world, but he gets to do 
some really awesome things in the process! 
 

The other myth about Called and Gifted is that it can sound 
like a glorified personality test. This is easily broken when 
you consider that this process helps us identify how God 
works through us the best. A person who is sort of leaning 
into their charism describes themselves as feeling more at 
peace, excited about how God is working through them and 
filled with joy. Tasks being done in their charisms don’t real-
ly feel like work. Charisms are different from talents or skills 
because charisms can’t be acquired through practice or 
learned. They are gifts from God and are only revealed 
through the Holy Spirit. The more I learn about charisms, 
the more I see this as the other side of the coin of the Un-
bound Ministry. Where Unbound helps us to see how evil is 
working through us so that we can reject it and invite God 
in, Called and Gifted helps us see more specifically how 
God is working through us, which helps us to grow in our 
relationship with Him. As I was discerning my own char-
isms, I found myself going out on a limb and trusting God to 
work through me more. It was pretty cool when that leap of 
faith was rewarded and I could go back to Him in awe, 
knowing that He was working through me more deeply than 
before. 
 

The basic overview is that on Friday night we will spend 
time talking about what charisms are, so everyone has a 
foundation to start with before discerning their specific ones. 

After the overview, we take a “gift inventory” which scores 
us on all of the charisms. Scoring high or low in one area 
doesn’t necessarily mean that we have that gift or we don’t. 
It’s a first step to point us in a direction for our discernment. 
On Saturday, we will spend time going through each char-
ism. Some charisms that you scored low on might click 
more with you  and might be something that you decide to 
spend more time discerning after the conference. Likewise, 
some charisms that you scored high on might sound more 
like an acquired skill or talent as you hear it described 
more. 
 

I encourage everyone to think about attending this confer-
ence as a way to draw closer to the Lord and witness Him 
working more clearly in your life. As a parish, we want to 
move more away from being a needs based parish (we 
plug people in wherever we need help) and move towards 
being a gift based parish (we help people discern their gifts 
and put them in places where they will thrive) and Called 
and Gifted is a big step towards accomplishing that.  The 
conference begins at 7:00 PM on Friday night and after the 
8:15 AM Mass on Saturday (please plan on attending both 
days to get the full experience).  We’ll have plenty of coffee, 
there will be no small groups and you won’t be asked to 
share anything publicly. Hopefully this calms any fears that 
you may have. Hope to see you there! 

January Month of Prayer for Life 

 
Mass and Day of Prayer and Fasting  

for the Legal Protection of Life 
Monday, January 23

rd
 

 

In 1975 the Supreme Court of the United States legalized 
abortion and began a tragedy and injustice of murdering 
innocent unborn life.  Our bishops have asked us to pray 

and fast to end this monstrous offence against  
God and life. 

 

This past year we have learned to our horror of some of the 
fruits of this evil.  The organization Planned Parenthood 

has been selling body parts of aborted babies.  Who knows 
what other evils have been perpetrated? 

 

It is our responsibility as Christians to speak out and work 
against injustice.  All life is precious and worth defending; 
unborn life, the elderly, the vulnerable, the poor, victims of 
the sex trade, victims of violence, refugees,  all have an 

inherent dignity given to them by God.   
 

I urge everyone to  come to Mass on January 23
rd

 and 
to fast and pray for an end  to all offences against  

human persons.  
 

Monday, January 23
rd

 the Masses are 8:15 am.  
and 7:00 pm. 
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Director of Evangelization & Faith Formation 
Andrea Schneider - adultfaithmht@gmail.com 

Director of Youth Ministry 
Corey Luna - mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.  

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life 
Important Upcoming Dates: 
Monday, January 9 Mass @ 8:15 a.m./Feast of the  
   Baptism of the Lord 
Tuesday, January 17 Mass @ 8:15 a.m. (St. Anthony) 
Monday, January 23 Mass @ 8L15 a.m. (Roe vs. Wade) 
 

Mass Days:  We have Mass on some days other than 
Tuesdays coming up this month so please watch closely.  
Thanks. 
 

Thank You:  The staff at MHT School would like to extend 
our sincere thanks to all of those who chose to share the 
Christmas spirit with us this holiday season.  We are so 
grateful for your generosity and touched beyond words.  We 
truly feel blessed to have the opportunity to teach in such a 
wonderful place with great students and families.  God 
bless you all! 
 

Perseverance is Key:  Perseverance is a key to making 
any long-lasting change in life. Most New Year’s resolutions 
last only a few weeks. How can you persevere in your 
devotion to the Blessed Sacrament in the year ahead? 
Make a plan for daily prayer, and ask Jesus for help to stick 
with it.  – from A Eucharistic Christmas  

Director of Music Ministry 
Kayla Feldpausch - kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com 

Announcements 

Blessed Chalk and Blessed Water: On the Feast of the 
Epiphany we will be handing out blessed chalk so that you 
can bless your home.  There will be instructions included as 
well.  Because the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord does 
not fall on a weekend this year, but rather on Monday, Jan-
uary 9

th
 we will also make holy water available so that the 

faithful may take this sacramental home for your devotional 
use. 

 

Baby Bottle Blessings:  This year once again we will be 
making baby bottles available – you fill the bot-
tles with your loose change and return them to 
the church at the end of January.  This money 
will be used to help support Pregnancy Services 
of Greater Lansing in their outreach to women in 
crisis pregnancy.  The bottles can be found in all 
the entrances of the church.  God bless you for 

supporting life! 
 

Conference on Human Trafficking; Human trafficking or 
modern-day slavery is often hidden in our communities.  
Pope Francis has challenged people of goodwill to take 
action against it.  On February 11

th
 the Diocese of Lansing 

is sponsoring, along with experts and organizations in this 
field, a conference on this issue, From Darkness to Light:  
Human Trafficking and Our Response will be held at 
Lansing Catholic High School.  Breakfast and lunch are 
included in a $25.00 registration.  You can see more by 
going on-line at www.micatholic.org/fromdarknesstolight.  
You can also contact Annie Bennett at 
abennett@micatholic.org or 517-316-3588. 
 

Altar Server’s Albs: The albs we’ve been using are start-
ing to get a bit tattered and worn.  We’ve been using them 
for over 12 years now and we would like to buy some new 
ones.  They cost about $200.00 each.  If you would be in-
terested in donating to help replace them, please contact 
the parish office or Fr. Dennis at fr.dennis@hotmail.com. 

Date Night: MHT, St. Joe's in Pewamo, and St. Mary's in 
Westphalia are sponsoring a date night for married and en-
gaged couples on Saturday, Jan. 21, 2017 after 4:30 Mass 
in Pewamo. The cost is $40 per couple and includes a ca-
tered dinner, talk from Teresa Tomeo and husband Dcn. 
Dominick Pastore, and a panel of local couples. Go to our 
website to register for this event! 
 

Consoling the Heart of Jesus: This program starts on 
Wednesday, January 25. Fr. Gaitly's 
book teaches us about God's infinite mer-
cy and how you can find joy in consoling 
the heart of Jesus, by accepting his love 
and trusting in him completely. We'll dis-
cover how suffering can actually help us 
grow spiritually closer to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. This 10 week program 
will take place Wednesday evenings after 
the 7:00pm Mass in the activity center. 
There will be a video, discussion, and 
Q&A at each session. Please go to our 

website to register. Session 1 – January 25, Session 2 – 
February 1, Session 3 – February 8, Session 4 – February 
15, Session 5 – February 22, Session 6 – March 1, Session 
7 – March 8, Session 8 – March 15, Session 9 – March 22. 

Middle School Youth Group: Meeting will be on January 
12th from after school until 4:15pm in the Youth Center. 
 

Steubenville Registration is Now Open!!! We will be go-
ing to Main Campus 2, which will be June 23-25. We have 
112 spots this year and I would love to see all of them filled! 
A link for the form will be available on the parish website 

There is now a page for music ministry on the parish web-
site. It can be accessed from the home page under the Min-
istry tab or by going to www.mhtparish.com/music-ministry. 
Rehearsal schedules for the various groups (children's 
choir, youth band, etc.) can be found on that page. 
 

Children’s Choir: The next children's choir rehearsal is 
Tuesday, 1/24 from 3:10-4:00.  
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News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas  

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

December  24 & 25 Collection………………....$21,814.72 
Special Collections 

Christmas Flowers………………………………….….40.00 
Immaculate Conception…………………….…………25.00 
Retirement for Priests………………………………..135.00 
Envelopes………………………………………….….…20.00 
Servers’ Albs……………………………….……....….200.00 
MHT School…………………………………..…….…..550.00 
 

December 31 & January 1 Collection…..…....$13,513.82 
Special Collections 

Christmas Offering………………………………..…..110.00 
Solemnity of Mary……………...….…………….….1,227.00 
Retirement for Priests…………………………….……..5.00 
First Offering………………………………………...…269.00 
Capital Improvement…………………………….…...115.00 
Newspapers………………………………………..…..140.00 
 

Monthly Finance Report For December 
Sunday Collection-All Sources…………….….$67,390.09 
Sunday Collections-Year to Date…………....$343,180.77 
Sunday Collections- FY 17 Budget……….…$668,000.00 
Percentage Collected Through December.………..51.4% 

Pregnancy Services Invites You to: 
 

A Sanctity of Life Luncheon 
 

“Battle Cry for Babies” 
 

MSU Kellogg Center, East Lansing 
 

Sunday, January 22, 2017 
 

1:00 - 3:00 pm (Seating at 12:30) 
 

Special Pro-Life Speaker - Scott Klusendorf 

 

Tickets:  $35.00     Table:  $280.00 
 

To Register go to: 
 

www.battlecry4babies.blogspot.com 
 

Or call Dean Schrauben 593-2545 

March for Life 
 

Show your support of LIFE by sign-
ing up to take the trip to Washington 
DC for the 44th Annual March for 
Life. This is an opportunity for us as 
Catholics & Knights of Columbus to 
ban together & show everyone our 
stance in Defending & Protecting 

the Sanctity of Human Life.  
 

We have reserved 2 buses in hopes that we 
can provide service to many of you that are 
interested in attending. Please visit the 
www.mikofc.org website or send all inquiries 
to t.donovan@mikofc.org for detailed infor-
mation. 

Holiday “Returns” for Vocations 
 

Most Holy Trinity Parish is blessed to have so 
many of our young men and women pursuing 
religious vocations and we are always looking 
for ways to continue to show our support for 
them. If anyone wishes to donate returnable's 
from holiday celebrations or Christmas parties 
we will arrange to pick them up. Please call 
Kurt Koenigsknecht 224-4058 or Agnes 
Koenigsknecht 593-2614 to arrange for 
pickup. 

Men’s Retreat 
 

There will be a retreat at St. Francis Retreat Center in Dewitt 
scheduled for January 20-22, 2017. The theme for this directed 
retreat is Mass Matters: We Are Called to Glory, where we 
will be delving into the heart of Catholic Worship - the Holy 
Mass. For more information or to register, vis-
it www.stfrancis.ws. You can also register by calling (517) 669-
8321. The suggested donation for the weekend is 
$175.  Please prayerfully consider if God is calling you to set 
aside time for this encounter opportunity!   

Called and Gifted Workshop 
 

Most Holy Trinity is hosting a Called and Gifted Workshop 
on Jan. 13-14. This 10-hour program is offered Friday 7:00-
9:30pm and Saturday 8:00am-4:00pm. Go to our website to 
register for this event. 

 
Fowler Knights of Columbus 

Knight of the Year 
 

Fowler Knights of Columbus are 
honored to name Ralph Pung as 
“Knight of the Year” for 2016. His 
charitable dedication and countless 
hours spent working with the 
Knights of Columbus, Most Holy 
Trinity Parish, and the Fowler 
community is an inspiration to all of 
us. 

Fowler Knights of Columbus 
Family of the Year 

 

David and Jamie Simon's family 
has been chosen as “Family of 
the Year” for 2016. This family is 
being honored to give recognition 
for their service to Most Holy 
Trinity Parish, Knights of 
Columbus, Community Service, 
and to recognize their Christian 
witness. 

Save the Date 
 

Christian Mother Breakfast, February 26. More information 
to come. 

http://www.mikofc.org
javascript:_e(%7B%7D,'cvml','t.donovan@mikofc.org');
http://www.stfrancis.ws/
tel:(517)%20669-8321
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Monday, January 9 
    8:15 a.m. +  Joyce Lareau & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family  
    7:00 p.m. + Marie & Urban Thelen & Living & Deceased 
  Members of the Parish 
Tuesday - January 10 
    8:15 a.m. + Ken Koenigsknecht, Including Aimee  
  Antes, Susan Thelen & Marina Feldpausch 
Wednesday – January 11 
     6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations 
     7:00 p.m. Emily Goerge 
Thursday – January 12 
     8:15 a.m. + Terry Fletcher 
Friday – January 13 
     8:15 a.m. + Paul Soyka, Including Pauline & Sheena 
Saturday - January 14 
    8:15 a.m. + For the Deceased Clergy of the Diocese of 
  Lansing 
     4:30p.m. + Adam Schaefer, Including Living &  
  Deceased Members of the Family 
Sunday - January 15 
     8:30 p.m.  People of the Parish 
     10:30 a.m. + Clem Thelen & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Living 

Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, January 14 & 15 
4:30 p.m. - Larry Jandernoa, Gerry Arens, Craig Arens, 
Volunteer 
8:30 a.m. – Bill Armbrustmacher, Tom O’Rourke, Bruce 
Schafer, Dean Schrauben 
10:30 a.m. - Joe Theis, Terry Theis, Tyler Theis, Jarud 
Koenigsknecht 

Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, January 14 & 15 
4:30 p.m. - Nolan, Madison & Mitchel Wirth, Brandon Platte 
m, Anna & Jack Vanneste, Charlie Boak 
8:30 a.m. - Kylie & Macy Spicer, Caiden & Chase Pung  
10:30 a.m. – McKenzie, Josie & Cooper Koenigsknecht, 
McKenzie Feldpausch  

Mass Servers During This Week 
Mon., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School Mass 
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Colin & Olivia Feldpausch  
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer  
Wed., 7:00 p.m. - Ryan Snyder, Nolan Stump 
Thur., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer  
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer  
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - Trey Thelen, Bryce Ward 

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to 
pray for those who have strayed from the ways of 
God, may they be moved to seek reconciliation 
and forgiveness. 

Readings for the Week of January 8, 2017 
 

Monday Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts of the Apostles 
  10:34-38; Psalms 29:1-2,3-4, 3, 9-10;  
  Matthew 3:13-17 
Tuesday Hebrews 2:5-12; Psalms 8:2ab and 5, 6- 
  7, 8-9; Mark 1:21-28 or Hebrews 1:1-6  
  and 2:5-12; Mark 1:14-20 and 1:21-28 
Wednesday Hebrews 2:14-18; Psalms 105:1-2, 3-4, 6
  -7, 8-9; Mark 1:29-39 
Thursday Hebrews 3:7-14; Psalms 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10
  -11; Mark 1:40-45 
Friday  Hebrews 4:1-5, 11; Psalms 78:3 and 4bc, 
  6c-7, 8; Mark 2:1-12 
Saturday Hebrews 4:12-16; Psalms 19:8, 9, 10, 15; 
  Mark 2:13-17 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Regina Martin, 
Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, 
Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa 
Schulte, Kenny Briganti, Sharon (Thelen) Droste, Theresa 
Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, 
Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Don Simon, Roman Arens, Julie 
Wieber Schafer, Irene (Luttig) Weber, Maryann Esch, Bill 
Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick 
Rehmann, Pam (Thelen) Stump, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, 
Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Msgr. Sylvester Fedewa, Bryce 
Bongard, Gregg Platte, Charles Douglass, Frank Hufnagel, 
Norman Goerge, Reynold Goerge, Lynda Esch, Jim O. 
Koenigsknecht, Agatha Feldpausch, Mindy Simon, Julius 
Schafer, Janet Armbrustmacher (Allan) and a special 
intention. 
 

Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can 
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

January 8, 2017 
Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 

Parish Office Hours 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm 
To Contact Us: 

Parish Office:               593-2162 
Fax:                                593-2171 
E-Mail:     office@mhtparish.com 
Website:              mhtparish.com 

 

Most Holy Trinity School: 593-2616 

A  big thank you to the MHT parishioners who sent  
Christmas cards and the Knights of Columbus for the 

flowers.    
    Therese Weber 

Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the 
many businesses that 
make it possible for 

the bulletin to be cost
-free to our parish. 

 
 
 

Miller Brothers 
Excavating 

Holy Hour to End Abortion 
 

Please join us in church on Mondays and Wednesdays at 
10:00 am. for a holy hour to pray for women thinking about 
having an abortion. This is the hour that the women begin to 
arrive at the abortion clinic on Mt. Hope in Lansing 

S tart off the New Year with a gift to the Most Holy Trinity 
Educational Trust Fund.  A gift to this fund helps to in-

sure our parish community of continued excellence in our 
Catholic school and religious education programs. 


