
The Christian community welcomes  
you with great joy.   

In its name I claim you for Christ our Savior  
by the sign of the cross. 

  I now trace the cross on your forehead,  
and invite your parents and godparents  

to do the same.    

                                          from the Rite of Baptism of Infants 

Most Holy Trinity Parish       January 10, 2016 
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Announcements 

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to 
pray that we may defend and protect those who 
are vulnerable or cannot speak on their own 
behalf. 

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

 MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life 
 

Important Dates: 
 

Tuesday, January 12 Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Friday, January 22 Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Tuesday, January 26 Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Thursday, January 28 11:30 dismissal/End of 2

nd
 Quarter 

Friday, January 29 11:30 dismissal/Conferences as 
   needed 
 

Breakfast:  Save the Date for our 8
th
 Grade Breakfast 

which will be held on Sunday, January 31, 2016. 
 

In this Jubilee Year, let us allow God to surprise us.  He 
never tires of casting open the doors of his heart and of 
repeating that he loves us and wants to share his love with 
us. – Pope Francis from Bull of Indiction of the 
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy 

Christmas Decor Take-down: 
Taking down Christmas decor will take place on Sunday, 
January 10 (2016) immediately following the 10:30 am 
Mass.  If you can assist, please sign up on the sign-up 
sheet in the vestibule of the church.  If you can help in any 
way, please sign up, even if just for a short time.  If you 
have any questions, please contact the parish office or 
Susie at 593-2490.  

Our Lord’s Baptism: A Reflection 
by Marcellino D'Ambrosio, Ph.D.  
 

At first glance, the scene makes little sense.  John’s 
strident call to repentance provokes an overwhelming re-
sponse.  People of all shapes and sizes flock to him in the 
wilderness.  They are baptized in the Jordan as a sign of 
repentance and cleansing. 
 

Suddenly, out of the crowd steps John’s cousin, Je-
sus.  Wait a minute.  What’s Jesus, the sinless one, doing 
in a crowd of repenting sinners?  What’s he doing coming 
forward to be baptized by John, who is by his own admis-
sion, is inferior to his cousin? 
 

Jesus does not enter the water to be sanctified.  No, 
the Holy One enters the water to sanctify.  He empowers 
the water to become no longer just an outward sign, but a 
vehicle of the Holy Spirit bringing inner cleansing, rebirth, 
and transformation.  Here Jesus institutes the sacrament of 
Christian baptism, something essentially different and 
greater than the baptism of John, which foreshadowed it. 
 

Immediately after coming out of the water, the Spirit de-
scends upon him in the form of a dove.  Now another sac-
rament is instituted by Christ, the sacrament of confirma-
tion or, as the Eastern churches call it, chrismation. 
 

Notice that as the Spirit descends upon Jesus, the Father 
announces from heaven that this is His beloved Son.  Here 
we have a majestic revelation of the Most Holy Trinity, one 
God in three persons.  Then notice that Peter, speaking of 
this event in Acts 10:37, calls it Jesus’ “anointing.” 
 

In the Old Testament, people were anointed with a spe-
cial type of perfumed olive oil called “chrism” which 
was stored in a bull’s horn, a symbol of strength.  The first 
people to be so anointed in the Old Testament were 
priests, authorized to offer sacrifice on behalf of the peo-
ple.  Then came prophets, anointed to proclaim God’s 
challenging and energizing word.  Finally kings were 
anointed by God to save their people from their ene-
mies.  Actually, the reigning king of Judah was called the 
anointed one, “messiah” in Hebrew or, in Greek, “Christ.” 
 

So this feast is Jesus’ “name day.”  Of course he is the 
Word made flesh, full of the Spirit, and savior of Israel from 
the moment of his conception.  But on this day, the Spirit 
anoints his human nature in a new way, empowering and 
equipping him for battle, for his mission to smash the op-
pressive powers of sin, Satan, and death, and to lead his 
people into freedom.  He is anointed or “christened” not 
just as savior-king, but as perfect prophet who speaks 
God’s final word, and perfect priest who offers the perfect 
sacrifice taking away all sin. 
 

Some wonder why we need the sacrament of Confir-
mation.  To some it appears to be an afterthought, as anti-
climactic.  After all, we receive the Spirit in baptism and 
receive Christ bodily in the Eucharist.  So what else do we 
get when we are confirmed? 
 

Simple.  We receive our mission and the power to carry it 
out.  For being a “Christian” is not about just “getting 
saved.”  It’s about sharing in Christ’s anointing to transform 
the world.  The mission is an essential part of the package, 
not an option.  That’s why we are called “Christians” or 
anointed ones.  It is not just priests and religious who are 

supposed to make it happen.  Every single one of us is 
called and anointed.  And that’s why confirmation is one of 
the essential sacraments of initiation.  Without it, one is not 
fully incorporated into the Church, which is a missionary 
community.  The question for those of us who have re-
ceived this power-packed sacrament is this–what are we 
doing with it? 
 

God bless,    Fr. Dennis 

Sanctity of Life Sunday - Baby Bottle 
Blessings 

 

January 17
th
 marks 43 years since the legal-

ization of abortion.  Our community has shut 
down an abortion clinic a year ago and now 
another has opened up this past summer.  It 
reminds us that the battle is far from over.  
More than ever we need to pray and love 
and speak the truth to our culture of death. 
 

We will be making baby bottles available in 
January and we ask you to take one home 
and fill it with coins.    The money will go to 

support our local Crisis Pregnancy Center.  This is a 
good opportunity to involve the whole family and to make 
sacrifices and pray for an end to abortion. 
 

Baby bottles will be available for you to take home the 
weekend of the 16/17

th
  

http://catholicexchange.com/author/marcellino-dambrosio-phd-2-2-2-2
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Director of Religious Education 
Paul Fahey—mhtdre@gmail.com—593-3174 

Jr. High: The youth group will meet on Thursday, January 
14 after school until 4:15 pm. 
 

Youth Group Communication: To improve 
communication about different events offered with Youth 
Group, I’m implementing a new way of communicating 
between myself and parents and high school students. 
Some may be familiar with Remind because some of the 
teachers at the high school use this same tool. 
 

With Remind, you can choose to receive announcements 
via text message or email depending on your preference. I 
have two different groups set up: one for general youth 
group announcements related to retreats, fundraisers, 
Steubenville, and more; and another for our High School 
Women’s group. For parents of 8th graders, feel free to sign 
up for the general youth group announcements to stay in 
the loop with fundraisers and other information about 
Steubenville.  
 

To sign up to receive text messages for general youth 
group announcements, text @mhtyouths to either 81010 or 
989-605-2118. For general youth group email 
announcements, send a blank email to 
mhtyouths@mail.remind.com. For Women’s group, text 
@wgmht to 81010 or 989-605-2118 or send a blank email 
to wgmht@mail.remind.com.  
 

Even with this tool, I will still have announcements in the 
bulletin. I believe that Remind will help busy families stay in 
the loop with different opportunities offered through youth 
group!  If you have any questions, feel free to email me at 
mhtyouthmary@gmail.com. 

Director of Youth Ministry 
Mary Schomisch - mhtyouthmary@gmail.com 

Most Holy Trinity  
 

January 10, 2016 
 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
 

Parish Office Hours 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm 
 

To Contact Us: 
Parish Office:               593-2162 
Fax:                                593-2171 
E-Mail:     office@mhtparish.com 
Website:              mhtparish.com 

 

Most Holy Trinity School: 593-2616 

Unbound Ministry 
 

The Unbound - Michigan team will be joining us at MHT on 
Saturday, February 20th, to speak about the Five Keys of 
the Unbound deliverance ministry.  This conference will 
begin at 9:00 am and conclude at around 4:15 pm in the 
activity center.  Please contact Adam Halfman at the parish 
office or mhtyouth@gmail.com if you have any questions. 

Dear Most Holy Trinity Parishioners, 
 

Merry Christmas, from the Netherlands! As many of you 
may have already heard, I was asked to go to Holland for 
my first mission, and I arrived here on the 19

th
 of Decem-

ber. I will go back to Italy for a few weeks in February to 
take the rest my exams, and from then on I will study on my 
own in my new community here. No matter when or where 
God sends us our formation never ends. As long as we are 
alive we need to keep growing in love and knowledge of 
God which requires prayer and study. Even though my time 
at our international house of studies was relatively short I 
am extremely grateful for the experience. Some of the dis-
tinctive characteristics of such a large international commu-
nity are the huge projects that could only be done by 70+ 
sisters, the funny situations that can only happen in a 
“Monastery of Babel”, and the pilgrimages to Rome and 
other ancient holy cities just at our doorstep.  
 

In a society that focuses so much on the “usefulness” of 
people, instead of their inherent human dignity, we must be 
reminded of the purpose of our lives. We are not here to be 
the most efficient or to get the highest marks or even to do 
the most apostolate, but to accept His love and mercy and 
to share with one another.  As Pope Francis writes in his 
bull for the year of Mercy (Misericordiae Vultus), “The 
Church is commissioned to announce the mercy of God, 
the beating heart of the Gospel, which in its own way must 
penetrate the heart and mind of every person. The Spouse 
of Christ must pattern her behavior after the Son of God 
who went out to everyone without exception.” 
 

Please pray for me, that I may live my life after the example 
of the Incarnate Word, who humbly came to dwell among 
us for our salvation. I wish all of you and your families a 
blessed Christmas season, and a happy new year. 
 

In Jesus, Mary, and Joseph,  Sr. Holy Family 

Sacred Heart Kid’s Club 
 

A meeting will be held Friday, January 15 for grades 1st 
through 4th from after school until 4:00pm in the Msgr. 
Koenigsknecht Hall. 

mailto:mhtyouths@mail.remind.com
mailto:wgmht@mail.remind.com
mailto:mhtyouthmary@gmail.com
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Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it possi-
ble for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish. 

 
 

John E. Wieber, P.C. 

 

News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas 

 

Parish Festival 
 

It's almost time to start planning for next summer's Parish 
Festival! We're looking for volunteers that want to help lead 
the festival this year. Ken and Kay Pohl are going to take on 
a smaller role and we are planning on breaking up the Chair 
and Co-chair responsibilities to make it more of a team led 
weekend and eliminate having so much pressure on one or 
two couples. Please contact Adam Halfman if you would 
like to know more about what we are thinking.  

For the Men of Most Holy Trinity Parish 
 

Christ Is Counting on You" January 22-24th at the Saint 
Francis Retreat Center.  For more information please con-
tact Dean Schrauben 989-593-2545 or Neil Feldpausch 
989-593-3543 

Dear MSGR Council No 3027 Knight Members: 
 

Thank you for your generous donation of $688.00 towards 
our organization!  We are sponsoring a 6 week theatre 
program this month at DeWitt High School and your 
donation will sponsor SIX children/adults with special 
needs to participate free of charge to them!  NMS is 
providing an enriching 6-week theatre experience with 
music and movement therapy creating a showcase 
performance for family and friends on the 
final nite! We will be putting on a “play” for all our fans 
on Monday, February 15

th
 at 6 PM at DeWitt High 

School.  We’d LOVE for you to come on out and enjoy 
our show!  See first-hand what your donations are 
helping us do!   
 

Scott & Jennifer Koenigsknecht 
& Board of Directors of No More Sidelines of Central 
Michigan 

Christian Mother’s Breakfast 
 

Please mark your calendars for the annual Christian Moth-
er's breakfast for February 7, 2016.  Along with great food 
and conversation, Kathleen Kittle, former hospital adminis-
trator and now an administrator for renewal ministries, will 
be our featured speaker for the event.  Kathleen’s unex-
pected battle with cancer led to a reawakening of her Cath-
olic faith and a deep desire to help other women grow in 
their personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Kathleen cur-
rently leads a women’s bible study, participates in Unbound 
prayer ministry and looks for opportunities to share God’s 
mercy with others.   
 

More information to follow in future bulletins. 

T he family of Marla M. Thelen would like to express 
their heartfelt thanks to family, friends, and neighbors 

for your thoughtfulness and support during her illness and 
at the time of her passing.  Your acts of kindness, prayers, 
visits, food, cards, and flowers are greatly appreciated. 
 

A special thanks to Father Eric, Deacon Bernie, and Dea-
con Chuck for the Funeral Mass celebration.  Thanks to 
Brian and Michaela Flynn for the beautiful music.  Thank 
you to Chris, Alice, and everyone who assisted at the din-
ner.  A Mass of Thanksgiving will be offered in lieu of thank 
you cards. 
 

    Brian Thelen and Family 

Women’s Retreat 
 

On behalf of the St. Martha Parish Council of Catholic 
Women, I would like to invite the women of your parish to a 
one-day retreat, entitled, "Quiet Your Heart, Rest in the 
Lord".  Do you feel guilty about resting? Discover ways to 
rest in the Lord and refresh your life. 
 

When? Saturday, February 6, 2016, from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Where? St. Martha Parish Hall, Okemos.  
Featured speaker: Father Doug Osborn.  
 

The cost is $25, with continental breakfast and lunch includ-
ed. An online registration form is available at www.st-
martha.org or anyone who is interested in attending may 
contact Beth Hall at 517-337-8254 or 
bethhall@comcast.net. 

Catholic Order of Forester Meeting 
 

A meeting will be held at 7pm on January 20 at the VFW 
Hall. Hope to see you there. 

A  big thank you to the parishioners of MHT that sent 
Christmas cards and made phone calls and to the 

Knights of Columbus for the flowers. I miss MHT and 
Fowler and you kindness is greatly appreciated. 
 

     Therese Weber 

T he family of Eugene L. Thelen would like to extend a 
heartfelt “thank you” to all of their family, friends, and 

neighbors for their acts of kindness and support shown 
during this difficult time. Special thanks also to everyone 
who sent cards, brought food, gave gifts and flowers, and 
made donations. Our thanks to Fr. Dennis Howard, Fr. 
Leon Martin, and Fr. Mathias Thelen for the beautiful 
funeral Mass; Rosie VanElls and the choir for the beautiful 
music; the altar servers; the Knights of Columbus; Jill 
Feldpausch and her crew for the delicious meal and Kim 
Simon for all of her help at the dinner. In memory of 
Eugene, donations received have been made to the 
Mother Teresa House in Lansing, Great Lakes Caring, and 
the MHT Educational Trust Fund. 

Upcoming One-Day, 9:30am-3:30pm Retreats at St. 
Francis Retreat Center, DeWitt 

 

Directed by Tony Sperendi. Info and Registration: 517-669-
8321 http://www.stfrancis.ws/ 

 

Friday, January 15 - "St. Therese of Lisieux: The Little 
Way for Everyone." Learn to grow in trust and love and 
experience yourself as a beloved child of the Father. Life-
changing! 

http://www.st-martha.org/
http://www.st-martha.org/
mailto:bethhall@comcast.net
http://www.stfrancis.ws/
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Monday - January 11 
    7:00 p.m.  + Joseph & Pauline Martin & Living &  
  Deceased Members of the Family 
Tuesday – January 12 
    8:15 a.m.  + Joseph L. Simon 
Wednesday – January 13 
     6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations 
     7:00 p.m. + Karen Simon & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 
Thursday – January 14 
    8:15 a.m.  + Cancelled 
Friday – January 15 
     8:15 a.m. + Alan J. Thelen 
Saturday - January 16 
     8:15 a.m. +  Cancelled 
     1:00 p.m. Wedding of Bethany Smith & Jamison  
  Fedewa 
     4:30 p.m. + Edwin Schomisch (1st Anniversary) 
Sunday - January 17 
     8:30 a.m.  People of the Parish 
   10:30 a.m.  + Clem Thelen & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 

Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, January 16 & 17 
4:30 p.m. - Tony Schafer, Jerome R. Thelen, Lonnie 
Schueller, Volunteer 
8:30 a.m. – Tim Koenigsknecht, Paul Pung, Ryan Pung, 
Kurt Koenigsknecht 
10:30 a.m. - Stan Weber, Gene Messer, Leon Schneider, 
Brian Thelen 

Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, January 16 & 17 
4:30 p.m. – David & Brian Armbrustmacher, Megan & 
Nickolai Conner 
8:30 a.m. -  Jason & Kayla Schafer, Clayton & Owen Simon 
10:30 a.m. - Gabrielle, Sidney & Dominic Horak, McKenzie 
Feldpausch 

Readings for the Week of January 10, 2016 
 

Monday 1 Samuel 1:1-8; Psalms 116:12-13, 14- 
  17, 18-19; Mark 1:14-20 
Tuesday 1 Samuel 1:9-20; 1 Samuel 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 
  8abcd; Mark 1:21-28 
Wednesday 1 Samuel 3:1-10, 19-20; Psalms 40:2,  
  and 5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10; Mark 1:29-39 
Thursday 1 Samuel 4:1-11; Psalms 44: 10-11, 14- 
  15, 24-25; Mark 1:40-45 
Friday  1 Samuel 8:4-7, 10-22a; Psalms 89:16- 
  17, 18-19; Mark 2:1-12 
Saturday 1 Samuel 9:1-4, 17-19, 10:1a; Psalms  
  21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Mark 2:13-17 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Carl Stump, Regina 
Martin, Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin,  
Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa 
Schulte, Kenny Briganti, Jeff Pline, Sharon (Thelen) Droste, 
Theresa Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda 
Rogala, Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Don Simon, Roman Arens, 
Roy Frechen, Paul Soyka, Julie Wieber Schafer, Irene (Luttig) 
Weber, Maryann Esch, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, 
Sandy Herta, Fr. Bill Koenigsknecht, Dick Rehmann, Cindy 
Russell, Roy Weber, Joanne McNamara, Pam (Thelen) Stump, 
Janet Simmon and a special intention. 
 

Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can 
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

Amount needed each week…………....……….$13,200.00 
December 26 & 27 Collection…………....…...    19,115.51 
Overage..…………………………………………. +  5,915.51 
Envelopes used:  210 
 

Amount needed each week…………....……….$13,200.00 
January 3 & 4 Collection…………....………...    16,655.10 
Overage..…………………………………………. +  3,455.10 
Envelopes used:  216 
 

Parish Collections 
 

Capitol Improvement...…………………………….. $275.00 
Cemetery Care………………………………………. $120.00 
Educational Trust Fund……………………………... $40.00 
Envelope System.………………………………..…... $12.00 
Flowers.…………………………………………….. $1,431.00 
Immaculate Conception.………………………... $1,287.25 
Newspapers and Periodicals.………………….…... $91.00 
Assumption/Solemnity of Mary.…………………… $10.00 
All Saints Day.……………………………………..…. $10.00 
Christmas.………………………………………..... $9,235.75 
School Donations.……………………………….…. $250.00 

 

Diocese Collections 
 

CC for Human Development……………………….. $35.00 
Propagation of Faith (World Mission Sunday)….$325.00 
Retired Religious Collection……………………..$1,190.00 

 
 
 
 

 

3rd Publication: Jamison Fedewa & Bethany Smith 

Mass Servers During This Week 
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Nick, Grace & Rachel Epkey 
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School 
Wed., 7:00 p.m. -  Hudson Phillips, Savanah Martin 
Thur., 8:15 a.m. - Cancelled 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer 
Sat., 8:15 a.m. -  Cancelled 

Mass Schedule Updates 
 

Please check the bulletin for Mass times closely. We 
have tried very hard to find a priest to fill in all the 
scheduled Masses while Fr. Dennis is recovering 
from surgery. Unfortunately, we still have to cancel 
some of the weekday Masses.  
 

We will contact all the parishioners who have an 
intention for a Mass that has been cancelled and 
make every effort to make other arrangements. 
 

Please be patient with everything at this time and 
pray for a complete and speedy recovery for Fr. 
Dennis. 
 

    Thank you 


