Most Holy Trinity

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

From the Pastor’s Desk
This week I have asked David & Jamie Simon to share with
us.
God Bless, Fr. Dennis
+JMJ+
This is David and Jamie Simon and we
were asked to share our experiences
from the last two MHT retreats. Our
schedules did not allow us to go on either retreat together, so Jamie went to
the spring retreat last March, and I went
to the fall retreat this past September.
We both had great experiences.
Jamie’s experience: David had been
encouraging me to go on the spring retreat. I said I would
think about it but I didn’t much…only at the times he
brought it up. To be honest, the only reason I considered
going on the retreat at first was to get out of the house for a
couple of days. But I thought that was a selfish reason, so I
pushed it aside. Then, it came to Wednesday evening before the retreat and I decided I was not going. But Thursday rolled around and I had an uneasy feeling about my
decision and felt God really wanted me there. So at the last
moment I decided to sign up. While still unsure and anxious about going, I knew there had to be a reason if I felt
that strongly about attending. I am a very private person
and I struggle with depression, so making this choice to go
and leave my comfort zone was not easy. I knew there was
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a possibility I would be exposing my vulnerabilities with others. But, I know God has a way of using life’s experiences
to encourage and help others; in the past I have been
helped through other people's experiences and knew it was
a good possibility I would be on this retreat too.
Hearing the other talks where the presenters discussed
their struggles, spending time in personal reflection, and
having quiet prayer time in adoration, all really helped me to
understand my struggles better. In our family we have both
depression and mild autism, and this can be very difficult to
deal with and can weigh heavy on my shoulders at times.
But God really spoke to my heart on this retreat and
showed me many things:
*To place my struggles in His hands and take things day by
day. Trying to fix things myself does not work; I need to give
my troubles to God as He is the one who can perform the
healing.
*To trust Him and be humble. God wanted me to place my
trust in Him and to lay everything in my life into His hands.
This meant being humble and seeking advice and sharing
my personal struggles and vulnerability with others on the
retreat. Did I have to? No. But God used those people to
help me and encourage me.
*To be thankful, especially for the difficulties in life. What?!
Be thankful for the difficulties?! Why?! Difficult things in life
are well…difficult! But giving it all to God helped me see
through the difficulties and see the good in them.
*To be appreciative. I was angry at God for the struggles in
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From David & Jamie Continued . . .
my life, but God showed me to appreciate all things and
people in life, because he can use them and all situations in
life to inspire and encourage others to grow closer to Him.
One way God showed me to be appreciative was through
our daughter Abigail, who has mild autism. We have had
difficult struggles with her, especially when she was younger, but they are nothing compared to the joy and blessings
we have received because of the beautiful and unique person God created her to be. (I always tell her and encourage her that God made her special and blessed her with
autism.)
Overall I enjoyed everything about the retreat, but I can’t
forget to mention the best part: winning in a late night game
of “Mafia”!
David’s experience: Initially I had really wanted to go because I knew what a great experience Jamie had and I
wanted to spend some time focusing on what God’s will
was for me and my family. However, I ended up having to
schedule a 4-day business trip out to Utah earlier in the
week. Since I did not wish to be away from my family so
much in one week, I decided that I wouldn’t go and let Jamie decide if she wanted to go on it or not. But when I returned home from Utah on Wednesday, Jamie surprised me
by letting me know that she had signed me up for the retreat because she knew how much I wanted to go. I was
very surprised and am very grateful to her for setting this up
for me.
I was very excited to go as this was my first retreat in several years but was a bit nervous going into it because I had
heard that not many people had signed up for it. The opening talks were good but God really had something waiting
for me in adoration that night. He performed some healing
in me that I really needed. I realized in my prayer that night
that he wanted me to focus on using my strengths, the gifts
and talents that he had given me, instead of wishing and
striving for the strengths of other people. This had really
been a challenge for me and a source of deep frustration. I
then went to confession and confessed the sin of envy,
which I had never before confessed in my life. It was a very
freeing experience.
The next day was filled with good talks and good small
group discussion. There was also plenty of free time, which
I enjoyed. Yes, there were plenty of planned talks and activities on the retreat, but there was definitely enough time to
unwind from the business of life and enjoy some silence,
which helped me focus on what God had in mind for me on
the retreat. We also had adoration on the second night, and
I took advantage of the prayer teams available and had a
good experience being prayed over.
Jamie and I would definitely recommend that everyone consider going on the next retreat; you just never know what
God may have planned for you! Whether your experience
is great or small, you WILL enjoy the quiet time, selfreflection/ prayer time and the blessing to recoup before
heading back into the business of life. We hope you take
the time to prayerfully consider attending the parish retreats.
God
bless!
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Announcements
Baby Bottle Campaign

Every year in January, the month that we recall the U.S. Supreme Court’s disastrous decision to legalize abortion in our country we
work together with all Pro-Life organizations
to support life. As part of our campaign, we
will be providing “baby bottles” which you can
take home and fill with loose change, bills and checks. We
will be collecting them back at the end of January and delivering them to Pregnancy Services of Greater Lansing.
This year there are also offer “baby bottle six-packs” ( a gift
bag filled with six bottles. These can be used by smalls
groups in the parish; schools classes, Bibles study groups,
prayer groups, etc.
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born I consecrated you”
Jeremiah 1:5
Director of Youth Ministry
Corey Luna - mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.
Little Caesar’s Pizza Kit Fundraiser: Our next fundraiser
for Steubenville will already be starting during the new year!
This is another great opportunity to get that Steubenville trip
cost down by next summer. Forms will be available during
the first day back to Religious Ed. If you miss getting a form
there then please contact me by email!
Start Date: January 8th
End Date: February 19th
Delivery Date: March 1st (3pm-7pm)
The Mission: Wixom: This is a diocesan retreat that we
attend every year. It is a fantastic opportunity to get away
and encounter the Lord in a powerful way! This year it will
be March 9th-11th and will cost $75 per person. Contact
Corey Luna for sign-up! Spots are limited so please sign up
ASAP!
Spring Break Trip- This year for spring break we will be
traveling to New Bern, North Carolina to work with Habitat
for Humanity! This will be a great opportunity to serve the
poor in another community as well as a time to experience
God in service. The trip will be April 2nd-April 7th, and we
are estimating that the cost will be around $280.00. If you
are interested then please email me. Spots are limited and

must be 16 years are older to sign up.

The family of Jim Koenigsknecht
would like to offer a heartfelt thank
you for your prayers, cards, phone
calls, meals, visits, and acts of
kindness during Jim’s illness and
at the time of his passing. Thank
you to Fr. Dennis for being with us
and the beautiful funeral Mass;
Rosie VanElls and the choir for
the wonderful music; Bonnie Thelen, Pam Pohl and helpers
for the delicious meal. Your support and generosity will
never be forgotten.
Marsha, Rick, Scott & Jenny & Family

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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We are thankful to the parish family
for all the prayers, love and support
our family received at the time of
Mike’s accident and during his recovery. The prayers have made a challenging time easier and a blessed
one. The support we have received
has been a sure sign of God’s love
and kindness alive in the community. Thank you for the
cards and visits for they have been uplifting and encouraging to all of us.
Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection
of Unborn Children

Michael, Rebecca
Nathaniel, Caleb, Collin, Kyra and Olivia Feldpausch

January 22, 2018
Mass at 8:15 am. and 7:00 pm.
The U.S. bishops encourage us to fast, pray and offer up
our sacrifices for the end of abortion and the
protection of life at all its stages.
Please join us to pray and be as witness to life.

Frequently Asked Questions

This is our FAQ Bulletin Section about our upcoming MHT weekend retreat. We hope this is
helpful as you prayerfully consider attending this
event.
When/where is the retreat?
It is February 23-25, 2018 at the Bethany House
in Dewitt.
What if I can’t afford to go?
As a parish we are called to evangelize and provide opportunities for people to grow in holiness. We believe that
these opportunities should be available for anyone so we’re
committed to working with people to help make it work financially. The cost is $150 per person for the weekend. If
that isn’t an option, we will work with you to make it possible, even if that means that someone attends at no charge!
The Lord always provides for us and we never want the
cost to be a determining factor in whether people attend or
not.
What will the accommodations be like?
The Bethany House in Dewitt is set up like a hotel so you
can expect everything to be provided that you would get
when you stay at a hotel. You aren’t required to share a
room or bathroom unless you would like to. Meals for the
weekend are provided (all day Saturday through breakfast
on Sunday), as well as snacks throughout the
weekend. You’re also welcome to bring your
own snacks and drinks if you prefer. We will
accommodate special dietary needs, so just let
us know if there is anything that you need.

Please contact the Parish Office to inform us of any
changes in your address or family status. This will enable
us to keep our records up-to-date and to better serve you.
Thank you, to all volunteers who worked the
MSU football games Fall 2017. K of C Fowler
Council raised $4620.00 to be used for programs and donations.

Sponsor of the Week
Our thanks to the many businesses that make it
possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish.

Jandernoa Water Systems
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News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas
Knights of Columbus
Free Throw Contest
The Knights of Columbus Free Throw contest
will take place Sunday, January 21st, at Piggott Gym. Doors open at 12:30 and shooting
begins at 1:00. The contest is open to boys
and girls ages 9-14 (as of January 1st). Forms are available in the school offices as well as at the gym on the day
of. Each age & gender division winner receives a trophy
and advances to the District contest. Any questions, call or
text Craig Arens at (517) 862-0769.
All You Can Eat Breakfast
The Most Holy Trinity 8th grade class invites you to a class fundraiser breakfast at
the Activity Center on Sunday, January
28th from 9:00 a.m. to noon. The menu will
include: scrambled eggs, ham with pineapple chunks, sausage, pancakes, tater tots, applesauce, muffins, milk, coffee, and orange juice. All are invited to stop by
for breakfast and see the Catholic Schools Week student
displays. The prices are adults (ages 13 and up): $7.00,
children (ages 5 to 12): $5.00, and children (ages 0-4): free.
We look forward to seeing you there!

Save the Date!
Please mark your calendars for the annual
Christian Mothers breakfast on February 18th
immediately following the 8:30 am Mass. Our
featured speaker will be Sheri Wohlfert who
will be giving a talk on Our Path for Lent.
Please RSVP to Melissa Spitzley at 593-2685.

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com
MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life
By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity
School seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to proclaim the Gospel, restore all things in Him, strive to lead our students to the Truth for
the betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come.
Important Upcoming Dates:
Tues., Jan. 16
Mass @ 8:15 am
Wed., Jan. 15
Winter Testing Session begins
Thurs., Jan. 18
11:30 Dismissal/End of 2nd Quarter
Fri., Jan. 19
11:30 Dismissal/End of 2nd Quarter
Mon., Jan. 22
Mass @ 8:15 a.m.
Sun., Jan. 28
8th Grade Breakfast
Sun., Jan. 28
10:30 CSW Mass
8th Grade Fundraiser: On Sunday, January 28, 2018, the
MHT 8th Grade class will be holding a breakfast fundraiser.
The proceeds will help pay for the cost of their 8 th grade
graduation expenses and their class trip.
Homework Sessions: The middle school homework sessions for the week of January 15 are on Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday after school until 4:00 p.m.
Your Responsibility: You get to choose how to react and
respond in situations you face. The way your respond says
everything about you, not someone else. No one is powerful enough to pick it for you. It’s your choice. Yes, God is
Lord over your life, but it’s your responsibility how you react
towards the storms in your life. He may be calling you into
something through your convictions. ~ Havilah Cunnington
Director of Religious Education
Paul Fahey—mhtdre@gmail.com—593-3174

Men’s Retreat Weekend
St. Francis Retreat Center -- January 19-21, 2018. The
theme for this directed retreat is "Entering the Heart of God:
Praying the Lord's Prayer in Our Day” based on the book by
Fr. Charlie Irvin. We will be delving into the richness that
lies within the Our Father prayer. For more information or
to register, visit www.stfrancis.ws, or call (517) 669-8321,
Neil Feldpausch at 593-3543 or Dean Schrauben at 989640-0341. The suggested donation for the weekend is
$175. Please prayerfully consider if God is calling you to
set aside time for this encounter opportunity!
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“Back to Basics" Adult Faith Formation Classes
If you would like to learn more about your faith and explore
the Catechism, Paul Fahey is leading a monthly “back to
basics” adult faith formation class this year. We will dive into
what the Church teaches about the liturgy, the sacraments, morality, and the Ten Commandments. We guarantee you will leave each class knowing more about your faith
than when you entered.
These classes will be the 3rd Thursday of every month at
3:15pm and at 7:00pm (you can pick the time that works
best for you) in the Youth Center. The
next class is this Thursday, January
18th, and we will be discussing the
Sacraments of Vocation (Holy Orders
and Marriage).

Euchre Tournament
January 20th, 2018
$25 to play
(includes
dinner)
18 and older
Individual
Tournament
Quarter per set
Prizes for top
five places
MHT Activity
Center

Registration at 5:30 PM
Tournament begins at 6:15 PM
Preregister online at
www.mhtparish.com or
contact the Parish Office
*Proceeds benefit MHT
Youth Ministry

Special Needs Mass
The Diocese of Lansing Specialized
Ministries & All Faith Ministry is hosting a special needs Mass on January
28 at the St. Francis Retreat Center
Chapel at 703 E. Main Street in
DeWitt. Mass starts at 2 p.m. followed
by light refreshments. All are welcome! Please RSVP to Cathy Blatnik
by January 24 at lcblatnik@juno.com
or at 517-381-1410.

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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Bennett Douglas Tobin; son of Zane Tobin
& Ally Whitman.
We welcome Bennett to our parish family.
Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Regina Martin,
Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin,
Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa
Schulte, Theresa Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Julie Wieber
Schafer, Irene (Luttig) Weber, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis
Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott
Kus, Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Gregg Platte, Frank
Hufnagel, Norman Goerge, Lynda Esch, Mindy Simon,
Janet Armbrustmacher (Allan), Marie Weber, Jenine
Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Adam Pohl,
Jordy Wohlscheid, Sharon Becker, Jennifer Grace
Schrauben, Janet Simon, Dale Young, Erwin Pline, Brent
Baese, Shane Grinnell, Richard Bushamp, Janet (Ray)
Armbrustmacher and a special intention.
Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you.
Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish
Community who are in the Armed Services.
Our Parish Stewardship
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
January 6 & 7 Collection..………………….......$17,764.71
Special Collections
Worldwide Evangelization………………………….. 35.00
Solemnity of Mary……....…………………………..…300.00
Spread the Faith….…………………………………… 25.00
First Offering…………………………………………...193.00
Newspapers…………………………………………….145.00
Capital Improvements……………………………….. 125.00
The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. weekday Mass.
The intention for this week is to pray as we approach the
anniversary of the Supreme Court’s legalization of
abortion, may more people respond to God’s call to protect
the unborn.
Thank you to the many parishioners of MHT
for the Christmas cards and phone calls.
Also thanks to the Knights of Columbus for
the beautiful flowers and to the students of
MHT for the nice homemade cards. It was
very much appreciated!
Therese Weber
January 14, 2018
Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard
Parish Office Hours 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm
To Contact Us:
Parish Office:
593-2162
Fax:
593-2171
E-Mail: office@mhtparish.com
Website:
mhtparish.com
MHT School - 593-2616

Website: mhtparish.com

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Monday - January 15
7:00 p.m. + Living & Deceased Members of the Catholic
Order of Foresters
Tuesday - January 16
8:15 a.m. + W.J. & Shirley Thomas, Incl. Mark & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family
Wednesday - January 17
6:00 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations
7:00 p.m. + Charles Douglass (1st Anniversary)
Thursday - January 18
8:15 a.m. + James & Agatha Feldpausch
Friday - January 19
8:15 a.m. + Reynold Goerge
Saturday - January 20
8:15 a.m. + Ignatz & Therese Koenigsknecht & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family
4:30 p.m.
People of the Parish
Sunday - January 21
8:30 a.m. + Marvin Simon, Including Don & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family
10:30 a.m. + William & Adeline Rademacher & Living &
Deceased Members of the family
Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, January 20 & 21
4:30 p.m. -Gary Weber, Keith Weber, Jerome Klein, Clare,
M. Thelen
8:30 a.m.. - Jerome Spitzley, John Hufnagel, Kurt Thelen,
Volunteer
10:30 a.m.- David Klein, Brent McCarty, Roy Witgen, Neil
Feldpausch
Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, January 20 & 21
4:30 p.m. - Charlie Boak, Jonathan Koenigsknecht, Kalani
Koenigsknecht, Volunteer
8:30 a.m.. - Caiden & Chase Pung, Mason Pline, Owen
Simon
10:30 a.m. - Christi, Mary, & Augustine Spitzley, Kiley
Bengel
Mass Servers During This Week
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Jack Schafer, Holly Miller, Madelyn
Sillman
Tues., 8:15 a.m.- MHT School Volunteers
Wed., 7:00 p.m.- Faith Phillips, Savanah Martin, Nate &
Kate Spicer
Thurs., 8:15 a.m.- Andrew & John Irrer
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - Zoe & Trinity Kramer Maria Wieber
Readings for the Week of January 14, 2018
Monday
1 Samuel 15:16-23; Psalms 50:8-9, 16bc17, 21 and 23; Mark 2:18-22
Tuesday
1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalms 89:20, 21-22,
27-28; Mark 2:23-28
Wednesday
1 Samuel 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; Psalms
144:1b, 2, 9-10; Mark 3:1-6
Thursday
1 Samuel 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Psalms 56: 2-3,
9-10a, 10b-11, 12-13; Mark 3:7-12
Friday
1 Samuel 24:3-21; Psalms 57:2, 3-4, 6
and 11; Mark 3:13-19
Saturday
2 Samuel 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27; Psalms
80:2-3, 5-7; Mark 3:20-21

