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This week, I have asked Andrea Schneider to share with
us.
God Bless, Fr. Dennis

have a great chance to show God that we love him.” This
rang true for me. Even though this pregnancy was trying, it
definitely brought me closer to God.

“Joy is not the absence of

I had the opportunity to attend an all moms retreat put on by
The Dominican Sisters of Mary Mother of the Eucharist, and
I saw this as a great opportunity to take the time and reflect
on everything. I had the opportunity to sit in Eucharistic
Adoration, go to confession, and was able to get prayed
with. It was really beautiful to be able to pray with Fr. Mathias Thelen about my fears and ask for prayers for myself
and the baby. As I was waiting in line for confession, I was
able to talk with a women who had previously had a miscarriage and I was able to explain to her my situation. I knew
very few of the women who were on retreat with me, but
their willingness to share their own experience with me was
so touching. As the evening went on I started to experience
more discomfort and cramping. I was unable to sleep, my
mind was racing as I tried to figure out what was going
on. Since I couldn’t sleep much, I spent time in adoration. Little did I know, my body was going into labor. I ended up delivering the baby, he was only 17 weeks old. I had
the opportunity to baptize him and named him Sebastian
John Paul. As scary and lonely as it was delivering him by
myself in the bathroom, I felt blessed at the opportunities I
had.

suffering, it is the presence
of God” ~ St. Faustina

Suffering is a funny thing, nobody wants to do it, but we all
want to draw closer to
God. I’ve always heard the
phrase “offer it up” but it always
seems like a polite way of saying “suck it up” or “get over it, it
could be worse.” The reason I
felt that way was because I was missing a key component
in offering up my sufferings, I couldn’t see the joy in it. It
sounds really strange, but let me explain.
Last fall my husband, Jesse and I found out we were pregnant with our 5th child. We discovered this just before we
had attended the World Meeting of Families (WMOF) in
Philadelphia. While attending the conference we saw Jason and Crystalina Evert, who are popular Catholic speakers. Jason happened to have a relic of St. John Paul the
Great with him, and I was able to place the relic and my
stomach and ask for JPII’s intercession for the baby.
Shortly after returning home from the WMOF I started
bleeding and went into the doctors. They found a sub chorionic hematoma. Basically it was a blood clot in the uterus. This is what was causing the bleeding. This wasn’t terribly uncommon early in the pregnancy, but the size of it
was. We left the doctor's office with many mixed emotions
and no answer on the outcome of our unborn child. With
each passing doctor’s visit we left with more unanswered
questions. We finally came to the realization that we had to
take this pregnancy day by day. With each passing day I
experienced bleeding/spotting. I never knew if it was a
good sign, that the blood clot was releasing, or if it was the
onset of a miscarriage.
I remember waking up, and each day I would say a prayer
to God, “Lord give me the strength for whatever you have in
store for us and this baby. I know this baby is not mine to
keep, and so I entrust this child and my pregnancy to
you.” It was a struggle each day to not get wrapped up in
the stress and worry of the unknown. I remember reading
in Jason Evert’s book “Saint John Paul the Great His Five
Loves” and in the book Pope John Paul II would remind
people in the hospital not to waste their suffering. I think he
meant that you have the opportunity to unite your suffering
with Christ, don’t waste that by complaining, but channel it
and offer it up for something. Maybe for souls in purgatory,
maybe for a family member who has left the faith, or for the
persecuted. That thought really resonated with me, and I
did the best I could to not complain. Instead I united my
suffering, all the unknown, my fears and worries and I
asked Mother Mary to take the merits of my suffering and
dispose it to those who needed them most. I really felt
drawn to pray for those parents who have struggled to conceive, who may never know what it feels like to carry a baby
or have one of their own.
I took to prayer any lingering worries I had about the pregnancy. With each passing week I found myself growing
closer to God. St. Faustina said, “when we suffer much we

Looking back a year later on the experience it’s amazing to
see how God’s hand was guiding me during this whole process. He was by my side for every tear, every appointment;
and even sent people to pray for me. I really felt like I was
wrapped in God’s loving hands and that he showered me
with the strength and grace that I needed to accept this suffering. As difficult as it was, I wouldn’t ask for God to take
that suffering away. I’m grateful for every minute of every
day that I got with Sebastian. I’m still in awe of all the prayers and support from family, friends, and even
strangers! The Sisters and other moms that were on retreat
with me offered up Mass for Sebastian and our family. The
love and support from these women I had just met was
overwhelming.
The joy came in knowing that as a parent, we got our child
to heaven, which is the end goal. Joy comes when I hear
my children pray to their brother before they go to bed. My
heart about bursts when family and friends tell me they find
peace in praying to Sebastian. Sebastian taught me how to
love selflessly and taught me how to surrender. God was
present during my suffering and showed me His infinite love
for me.
“If only the suffering soul knew how it is loved by God,
it would die of joy and excess of happiness!”
~ St. Faustina
God bless, Andrea

Sponsor of the Week
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Announcements
Thanks: Thank you for all the gifts, prayers
and well wishes this Christmas season. I’m
very grateful for your generosity and support. Fr. Dennis
Baby Bottle Blessings: This year once
again we will be making baby bottles available – you fill the bottles with your loose
change and return them to the church at the
end of January. This money will be used to
help support Pregnancy Services of Greater
Lansing in their outreach to women in crisis pregnancy.
The bottles can be found in all the entrances of the church.
God bless you for supporting life!
Conference on Human Trafficking; Human trafficking or
modern-day slavery is often hidden in our communities.
Pope Francis has challenged people of goodwill to take
action against it. On February 11th the Diocese of Lansing
is sponsoring, along with experts and organizations in this
field, a conference on this issue, From Darkness to Light:
Human Trafficking and Our Response will be held at
Lansing Catholic High School. Breakfast and lunch are
included in a $25.00 registration. You can see more by
going on-line at www.micatholic.org/fromdarknesstolight.
You
can
also
contact
Annie
Bennett
at
abennett@micatholic.org or 517-316-3588.
Altar Server’s Albs: The albs we’ve been using are starting to get a bit tattered and worn. We’ve been using them
for over 12 years now and we would like to buy some new
ones. They cost about $200.00 each. If you would be interested in donating to help replace them, please contact
the parish office or Fr. Dennis at fr.dennis@hotmail.com.

Website: mhtparish.com
Director of Evangelization & Faith Formation
Andrea Schneider - adultfaithmht@gmail.com

Date Night: MHT, St. Joe's in Pewamo, and St. Mary's in
Westphalia are sponsoring a date night for married and engaged couples on Saturday, Jan. 21, 2017 after 4:30 Mass
in Pewamo. The cost is $40 per couple and includes a catered dinner, talk from Teresa Tomeo and husband Dcn.
Dominick Pastore, and a panel of local couples. Go to our
website to register for this event! Please send a check to
St. Joseph's in Pewamo
Consoling the Heart of Jesus: This program starts on Wednesday, January 25. Fr.
Gaitly's book teaches us about God's infinite
mercy and how you can find joy in consoling
the heart of Jesus, by accepting his love and
trusting in him completely. We'll discover
how suffering can actually help us grow spiritually closer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
This 10 week program will take place
Wednesday evenings after the 7:00pm Mass
in the activity center. There will be a video, discussion, and
Q&A at each session. Please go to our website to register.
Session 1 – January 25, Session 2 – February 1, Session 3
– February 8, Session 4 – February 15, Session 5 – February 22, Session 6 – March 1, Session 7 – March 8, Session
8 – March 15, Session 9 – March 22.

January Month of Prayer for Life

Director of Youth Ministry
Corey Luna - mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.
Junior High Youth Group: Meeting will be on January
19th. Because of the early dismissal, we will be meeting
from 11:30 - 1:00 pm.at the youth center.
Steubenville Registration is Now Open!!! We will be going to Main Campus 2, which will be June 23-25. We have
112 spots this year and I would love to see all of them filled!
A link for the form will be available on the parish website
Director of Music Ministry
Kayla Feldpausch - kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com
There is now a page for music ministry on the parish website. It can be accessed from the home page under the Ministry tab or by going to www.mhtparish.com/music-ministry.
Rehearsal schedules for the various groups (children's
choir, youth band, etc.) can be found on that page.
Children’s Choir: The next children's choir rehearsal is
Tuesday, 1/24 from 3:10-4:00.
The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m.
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to
pray as we approach the anniversary of the
Supreme Court’s legalization of abortion, may
more people respond to God’s call to protect the
unborn.

Mass and Day of Prayer and Fasting
for the Legal Protection of Life
Monday, January 23rd
In 1975 the Supreme Court of the United States legalized
abortion and began a tragedy and injustice of murdering
innocent unborn life. Our bishops have asked us to pray
and fast to end this monstrous offence against
God and life.
This past year we have learned to our horror of some of the
fruits of this evil. The organization Planned Parenthood
has been selling body parts of aborted babies. Who knows
what other evils have been perpetrated?
It is our responsibility as Christians to speak out and work
against injustice. All life is precious and worth defending;
unborn life, the elderly, the vulnerable, the poor, victims of
the sex trade, victims of violence, refugees, all have an
inherent dignity given to them by God.
I urge everyone to come to Mass on January 23rd and
to fast and pray for an end to all offences against
human persons.
Monday, January 23rd the Masses are 8:15 am.
and 7:00 pm.
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News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas
Men’s Retreat
There will be a retreat at St. Francis Retreat Center in Dewitt
scheduled for January 20-22, 2017. The theme for this directed
retreat is Mass Matters: We Are Called to Glory, where we
will be delving into the heart of Catholic Worship - the Holy
Mass. For more information or to register, visit www.stfrancis.ws. You can also register by calling (517) 6698321. The suggested donation for the weekend is
$175. Please prayerfully consider if God is calling you to set
aside time for this encounter opportunity!

All You Can Eat Breakfast
The Most Holy Trinity 8th grade class invites you to a class fundraiser breakfast at
the Activity Center on Sunday, January 29th
from 9:00 a.m. to noon. The menu will include: scrambled eggs, ham with pineapple
chunks, sausage, pancakes, tater tots, applesauce, muffins,
milk, coffee, and orange juice. All are invited to stop by for
breakfast and see the Catholic Schools Week student displays. The prices are adults (ages 13 and up): $7.00, children (ages 5 to 12): $5.00, and children (ages 0-4): free.
We look forward to seeing you there!
Euchre Tournament
The Fowler High School Baseball Team is hosting a Euchre
Tournament as a fundraiser Saturday, Feb. 4th at noon at
the VFW Hall. $40/2 person team. Cash prizes for top
teams. Food/snacks included. Beer and pop can be purchased. There will be a 50/50 Raffle and drawings for additional prizes. Call or text Brian Goerge at 989-640-4445 or
Alex Goerge at 989-640-0420.
Fowler Public Schools
Education Foundation Fundraiser
Fundraiser night at FireKeepers Casino on February 4,
2017 from 1:30 pm - 8:15 pm. Cost is $35 per adult and
includes round trip Charter Bus ride to FireKeepers Casino
& $20 in free play & $5 food credit loaded onto a Red Hot
Reward card. Must be 21 to attend and registered and paid
by January 28th. For more information or to reserve your
seat, please call Patty Feldpausch at 989-640-3658.
Bean Soup & Potato Pancake Meal
We are having our Bean Soup and Potato Pancake Meal on
January 18th from 3:30 pm to 6:30 pm at the Westphalia
Bowling Alley Hall. Dine in, Adults $7.00, 12 and under
$4.00. All take outs are $ 7.00.
FATIMA: 100th Anniversary Pilgrimage
Join Fr. Gordon P. Reigle, Pastor at St. Robert/Good Shepherd Parishes as we travel not only to Fatima, Portugal, but
also through Spain visiting Garabandal, Santiago de Compostela and Santarem. Last day to register is February 24,
2017. Details: contact Suzanne at 248-931-0194.
Lansing Catholic Singles (mid 30’s & up)
All single men and women are invited to join them for Happy Hour on Jan. 20 at 5:30 pm at Boston’s Restaurant and
Sports Bar in Eastwood Towne Centre in Lansing. Make a
New Year’s resolution to meet some new friends all in a fun
and faith filled environment! For more information phone
(517)321-7886 or email lansingcatholicsingles@live.com.

Christian Mother’s Breakfast
Please mark your calendars for the annual Christian Mother's breakfast for February 26, 2017. Along with great food
and conversation, Marion Hornacek will be speaking on
how to keep the faith during difficult times. More information to come.
Catholic Order of Foresters Meeting
Catholic Order of Foresters Court 2257 will have their next
board meeting on January 18th at 7:00 pm at the VFW hall.
Hope to see you there.
Principal of Most Holy Trinity School
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com

MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life

Important Upcoming Dates:
Monday, January 16
Art Club @ 3:05 p.m.
Tuesday, January 17 Mass @ 8:15 a.m. (St. Anthony)
Tuesday, January 17 Education Commission @ 7:00 pm
Thursday, January 19 3rd/4th Grade to Hazel Findlay
Thursday, January 19 11:30 Dismissal
Friday, January 20
11:30 Dismissal/End of 2nd qtr.
Monday, January 23
Mass @ 8:15 a.m. (Roe vs. Wade)
Sunday, January 29
CSW Kick-off/8th grade breakfast
Save the Date: Our annual kick-off Mass for Catholic
Schools week will take place on Sunday, January 29 at the
10:30 a.m. Mass. Our 8th grade class will also be hosting a
breakfast fundraiser that day. See below for more details
on the breakfast.
8th Grade Breakfast: The Most Holy Trinity 8th grade class
invites you to a class fundraiser All-You-Can-Eat-Breakfast
at the Activity Center on Sunday, January 29th from 9:00
a.m. to noon. The menu will include: scrambled eggs, ham
with pineapple chunks, sausage, pancakes, tater tots,
applesauce, muffins, milk, coffee, and orange juice. All are
invited to stop by for breakfast and see the Catholic Schools
Week student displays. The prices are adults (ages 13 and
up): $7.00, children (ages 5 to 12): $5.00, and children
(ages 0-4): free. We look forward to seeing you there!
Making Good Use of Time: We may not owe anyone
money, but we may be withholding our deepest selves. Out
of resentment, the desire for a kind of revenge, we may
have deprived certain people, and the world, of our talents,
time and gifts. – from Loaded: Money, and the Spirituality
of Enough

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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The Family of Agatha Feldpausch would like to thank you
for the cards that were sent to her and let you know of an
address change for her. It is now: 2837 Island Drive,
Stanton, MI 48888
Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Regina Martin,
Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin,
Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa
Schulte, Kenny Briganti, Sharon (Thelen) Droste, Theresa
Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala,
Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Roman Arens, Julie Wieber
Schafer, Irene (Luttig) Weber, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis
Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann, Pam (Thelen) Stump,
Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Msgr.
Sylvester Fedewa, Bryce Bongard, Gregg Platte, Charles
Douglass, Frank Hufnagel, Norman Goerge, Reynold
Goerge, Lynda Esch, Jim O. Koenigsknecht, Agatha
Feldpausch, Mindy Simon, Julius Schafer, Janet
Armbrustmacher (Allan) and a special intention.
Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you.
Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish
Community who are in the Armed Services.
Readings for the Week of January 15, 2017
Monday
Hebrews 5:1-10; Psalms 110: 1, 2, 3, 4;
Mark 2:18-22
Tuesday
Hebrews 6:10-20; Psalms 111:1-2, 4-5, 9
and 10c; Mark 2:23-28
Wednesday
Hebrews 7:1-3, 15-17; Psalms 110:1, 2,
3, 4; Mark 3:1-6
Thursday
Hebrews 7:25—8:6; Psalms 40:7-8a, 8b9, 10,17; Mark 3:7-12
Friday
Hebrews 8:6-13; Psalms 85:8 and 10, 1112, 13-14; Mark 3:13-19
Saturday
Hebrews 9:2-3, 11-14; Psalms 47:2-3, 67, 8-9; Mark 3:20-21
Our Parish Stewardship
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
January 7 & 8Collection………………………...$12,355.08
Special Collections
Christmas Flowers………………………………….…. 5.00
Immaculate Conception…………………….………… 5.00
Retirement for Priests…………………………………. 2.00
Envelopes………………………………………….…...146.00
Servers’ Albs……………………………….……....…...50.00
Solemnity of Mary…………………………..…….…….85.00
Christmas Offering………………………………..….. 85.00
Capital Improvements………...….…………….….....120.00
Worldwide Evangelization…………..………….….….30.00
Needy……...…………………………………………….200.00
Newspapers………………………………………..…….65.00

Website: mhtparish.com

Monday, January 16
7:00 p.m. + Living & Deceased Members of the Mary
Peterpin & Bill Armbrustmacher Families
Tuesday - January 17
8:15 a.m. + Diane Thelen & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
Wednesday – January 18
6:00 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations
7:00 p.m.
Brian Simmon
Thursday – January 19
8:15 a.m. + Roy Weber (1st Anniversary)
10:00 a.m. Mass at Hazel Findlay
Friday – January 20
8:15 a.m. + John & Irene Thelen & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
Saturday - January 21
8:15 a.m. + Eletha Schmitz & Living & Deceased
Members of the family
4:30p.m. + Clem & Pauline Armbrustmacher & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family
Sunday - January 22
8:30 p.m. + Louis & Joan Feldpausch & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family
10:30 a.m. People of the Parish
Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, January 21 & 22
4:30 p.m. - Clare M. Thelen, Luke Thelen, Bruce Simon,
Gary Schueller
8:30 a.m. – Randy Wirth, Glenn Esch, Neil Hufnagel, Ronn
Thelen
10:30 a.m. - Dan Pung, Duane Pung, Ken Halfman,
Volunteer
Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, January 21 & 22
4:30 p.m. - Taylor & Trey Bierstetel, Brooke & Emily Epkey
8:30 a.m. - Kayla & Ben Schafer, Brycen Halfmann, Tony
Hufnagel
10:30 a.m. – Sidney & Dominic Horak, Tony & Kaitlin
Piggott
Mass Servers During This Week
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Grace & Rachel Epkey
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School
Wed., 7:00 p.m. - Tristan Smith, Rebecca Smith
Thur., 8:15 a.m. - John & Andrew Irrer
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - Alexander Warnke, Taylor Weber
Jordan Jeffrey Thelen: Son of Travis & Amanda (Jandernoa) Thelen.
We welcome Jordan into our parish family.

Thank You!
We would like to thank everyone for your prayers, visits
and thoughtful gifts of food during our difficult time. Thank
you to Fr. Dennis & Fr. Osborn for your blessings and
beautiful funeral Mass and a special thank you to the Veterans, our hospice nurses and Smith Funeral Home for
your generous services & support. It was greatly appreciated.

January 15, 2017
Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard
Parish Office Hours 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm
To Contact Us:
Parish Office:
593-2162
Fax:
593-2171
E-Mail: office@mhtparish.com
Website:
mhtparish.com

The Family of Lester Feldpausch

Most Holy Trinity School: 593-2616

