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Some Reflections on the  
Pro-Life Movement 
 

As we approach the anniversary of Roe vs 
Wade, the Supreme Court’s decision in 1975 
to legalize abortion, I believe we need to 
keep a number of things in mind. 
 

First, evil always takes time to overcome.  
Evil is subtle and sly.  As the Scriptures re-
mind us, beginning way back in Genesis, 

Satan always disguises disobedience and sin in a positive 
wrapping.  When Satan tempted our first parents, sin looked 
enticing and desirable.  It is almost always the case that we 
only discover its disastrous effects after.  Abortion will not 
go away easily.  It is going to take the commitment of indi-
viduals armed with the love of God to persist in proclaiming 
the truth and offering mercy and support. 
 

One historical example of this perseverance is William Wil-
berforce (1759-1833).  Beginning as a politician and philan-
thropist, he had a conversion to the Christian faith in 1785, 

he spent an entire life devoted to ending the slave trade in 
Britain. There were no overnight successes, but a long, 
steady, courageous battle to win over the English public 
and to shepherd legislation through the Parliament. It was a 
long hard slog filled with many defeats and disappoint-
ments. For much of his life, Wilberforce was on the wrong 
end of public opinion, a minority, an extremist for his views.  
And yet God gave him the courage and backbone to hang 
in there. The prolife movement still has much work to do 
and will requires continued courage.  Some question 
the commitment and feel Christians should abandon the 
issue. But if abortion is a moral evil, then we should not tire 
in seeing it abolished permanently. 
 

Secondly, if we are going to win the cultural battle on abor-
tion, then it will probably not happen through legislation, but 
Christians working together to change our culture.  This is 
exactly what the early Christians did and how they trans-
formed Roman society.  We have many accounts of how 
the early converts to the faith and even many non believers 
experienced the witness of Christians who reached out to 
the poor, would welcome slaves and the lower classes into 
their assemblies, and from several ancient accounts, fed 
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Announcements 

Director of Youth Ministry 
Corey Luna - mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.  

Baby Bottle Campaign 
 

Every year in January, the month that we recall the U.S. 
Supreme Court’s disastrous decision to legalize abortion in 
our country we work together with all Pro-Life organizations 
to support life.  As part of our campaign, we will be provid-
ing “baby bottles” which you can take home and fill with 
loose change, bills and checks.  We will be collecting them 
back at the end of January and delivering them to Preg-
nancy Services of Greater Lansing.  This year there are 
also “baby bottle six-packs” ( a gift bag filled with six bot-
tles.  These can be used by smalls groups in the parish; 
schools classes, Bibles study groups, prayer groups, etc.). 

 
   “Before I formed you in the womb 

 I knew you, and before you were  
born I consecrated you.”     

                          Jeremiah 1:5 

Little Caesar’s Pizza Kit Fundraiser:  Our next fundraiser 
for Steubenville has started!! This is another great oppor-
tunity to get that Steubenville trip cost down by next sum-
mer. If you were unable to get a form please contact me by 
email! 

Start Date: January 8th 
End Date: February 19th 

Delivery Date: March 1st (3pm-7pm) 
 

The Mission: Wixom: This is a diocesan retreat that we 
attend every year. It is a fantastic opportunity to get away 
and encounter the Lord in a powerful way! This year it will 
be March 9th-11th and will cost $75 per person. Contact 
Corey Luna for sign-up. Spots are limited so please sign up 
ASAP! 
 

Spring Break Trip- This year for spring break we will be 
traveling to New Bern, North Carolina to work with Habitat 
for Humanity! This will be a great opportunity to serve the 
poor in another community as well as a time to experience 
God in service. The trip will be April 2nd-April 7th, and we 
are estimating that the cost will be around $280.00. If you 
are interested then please email me. Spots are limited and 
must be 16 years or older to sign up. 

the poor (not just their own Christian poor), gathered the 
abandoned children (abandoning unwanted children and 
infanticide was widely practiced in Roman society) into their 
homes, and if they were found dead, buried them alongside 
their saints and beloved deceased. 
 

We have to continue to reach out with love and compassion 
to women and families in crisis pregnancies.  This is where 
I want to give thanks for our own local Crisis Pregnancy 
centers and organizations.  So many babies have been res-
cued by their efforts and the support parishes like ours of-
fer.  The real prolife ethic is devoted not primarily to politics, 
but to saving one baby at time, whether it’s an unborn baby, 
a trafficked young girl, or an immigrant. It’s easy to be pro-
life every four years in November. It takes work to save the 
life in front of you. 
 

Thirdly, I think we need to look around us and observe, in 
particular the younger generation and appeal to them with 
the genuine messages that speak to them. 
 

The siren call of today’s generation of young activists is jus-
tice. And this is good, because God is a God of justice and 
calls His children to be on the side of justice. The prolife 
movement needs to use 21

st
 century language, to capture 

the hearts and minds of young people who are seeking 
truth and justice but perhaps have not been raised with a 
pro-life ethic. 
 

And lastly, the Prolife Movement should not make women 
the enemy.  The so-called “war on women” is mostly a me-
dia creation, a caricature of prolife activists. Most pro-lifers I 
know are generous, giving, compassionate souls.  In cham-
pioning the unborn we should not ignore the very difficult 
choices faced by young women and families every day.  
Let’s offer forgiveness and hope and point them to the 
grace of God found in Christ and His Church. 
 

According to Gallup, only 41% of Americans consider them-
selves pro-choice. That’s a historic low. I think this is the 
result of many things, including the development and wide 
use of ultrasound technology, creative attempts to shape 
the media culture, and a younger generation keenly fo-
cused on justice for the vulnerable. And yet we have more 
work to do.  Like William Wilberforce, we must persevere 
and not give up.  Change, especially cultural change, takes 
a long time.  Politicians largely respond to movements in 
the broader culture. So the more creative media we can 
develop, the more local support for our Crisis Pregnancy 
Centers, more compassionate and practical assistance 
means more small victories, more lives changed, and more 
babies saved.. 
 

God bless, 
Fr. Dennis  

Pornography “Fighting Porn in our  
Culture … and Winning” 

 

Dr. Peter Kleponis. Saturday, February 10, 7 – 9:30pm 
Christ the King Church, 4000 Ave Maria Drive, Ann Arbor. 

 

Pornography use is a silent epidemic in America and prop-
er training is needed to protect children from it, train teens 
and young adults to avoid it, and help those who struggle 
with it. This Made for More event is aimed to help parents 
of K-12 graders, pastors, educators, or any concerned 
adult on the dangers of pornography and how to protect 
families and help those who struggle with addiction to porn 
as well as effectively address the pornography epidemic in 
America. 
 

The night includes childcare, refreshments and vendor 
tables for perusing. Cost is $15 per person or $20 per cou-
ple, however financial aid is available to those who need it.  
To register, go to www.ctkcc.net/madeformore   

Cemetery Update 
 

The cemetery committee has been making 
plans to further develop the new area on the 
Northeast section of the cemetery. A new 

drain was installed this past summer and soon we will be 
having clay moved to level off the ground for future burials. 
We are also making plans to add another driveway in the 
section so that the funeral procession can drive through. If 
you have any questions, feel free to talk to Ralph Pung.  

mailto:mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com
http://faithdigital.org/sendy/l/UXR30X763goiYCZWnjM9UNEg/Zxo45lK0fHj892eqVp8VG7WA/AZlawzqtoIhZBRReAPv763Dw
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Please contact the Parish Office to inform us of any   
changes in your address or family status. This will enable 
us to keep our records up-to-date and to better serve you. 

 

Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it  
possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish. 

 
Gerry’s Tune Up & Brakes 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This is our FAQ Bulletin Section about our up-
coming MHT weekend retreat.  We hope this is 
helpful as you prayerfully consider attending this 
event. 
 
Why now?  I’m thinking I might just go to the 
next one.? 
 
You know your life and responsibilities better than we do, 
so we’re definitely not going to try to tell you what to do.  
But… we encourage you to really take it to prayer if the 
Lord is calling you to attend the weekend in February.  We 
often don’t give the Lord enough credit for what He can do 
in our lives.  Most Holy Trinity is committed to providing 
these retreats because we have seen how powerfully the 
Lord works through them and how the lives of people have 
changed through attending.  We’re never going to be per-
fectly ready to make something like this work in our sched-
ule or be in the perfect place with God.  Rather, we need to 

make a commitment to Him and give Him an 
opportunity to work in our lives.  If you really 
think about it, if God is going to give you a 
powerful experience on the retreat and 
change your life for the better, why would you 
put that off? 

 

Sponsored by the MHT Christian Mothers  
and Knights of Columbus 

Lenten Fish DinnersLenten Fish Dinners  

 
Friday, February 23rd 

Friday, March 9th  
Served  4-7pm 

At the Activity Center 

Cost of Dinner: 
 

$10.00 for Adults 
$5.00 for Children 6-10 

Children 5 & Under are free 
$10.00 for Take Outs 

All Dinners Include: 
 

Baked and Deep Fried Fish 
Baked & Scalloped Potatoes 

Macaroni and Cheese 
Salad Bar 
Dessert 

 

Thank You! 
 

The Holy Family Catholic Church 
in Booneville, Kentucky wishes to 
thank the parishioners of Most 

Holy Trinity for your generosity during the Christmas sea-
son.  We received many gifts that were used for our Christ-
mas Store.   May God bless all of you! 
 
 

     Sisters Angie and Marge 

 

“Better You” Retreat 
 

Take a mini pilgrimage to St. Francis 
Retreat Center to start your Lenten 
journey on a retreat entitled, “40 Days 
to a Better You,” Feb. 14 from 
9:00am-3:30pm. Includes Mass, lunch, 
and materials. The cost is $65 or $55 
for seniors 60+.    

 
Marriage Retreat 

 

All couples are invited to a day-long 
marriage retreat, “Building trust, 
communication, and intimacy with 
each other and Our Lord,” Saturday, 
Feb. 10 from 9:30am-4:00pm at St. 
Francis Retreat Center. The cost is 
$95 per couple and includes morning 
Mass, lunch and materials.  
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News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas  
 

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life 
By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity 
School seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to proclaim the Gospel, re-

store all things in Him, strive to lead our students to the Truth for 
the betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come. 

 

Important Upcoming Dates: 
Monday, January 22 Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Sunday, January 28 8

th
 Grade Breakfast 

Sunday, January 28 10:30 CSW Mass 
Tuesday, January 30 7

th
 Grade Retreat at LCHS 

Friday, February 2 Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
 

8
th

 Grade Fundraiser:  On Sunday, January 28, 2018, the 
MHT 8

th
 Grade class will be holding a breakfast fundraiser.  

The proceeds will help pay for the cost of their 8
th
 grade 

graduation expenses and their class trip. 
 

Homework Sessions:  The middle school homework ses-
sions for the week of January 22 are on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday after school until 4:00 p.m. 
 

Time to Change:  We change our behavior when the pain 
of staying the same becomes greater than the pain of 
changing.  Consequences give us the pain that motivates 
us to change. ~ Henry Cloud 

Knights of Columbus  
Free Throw Contest 

 

The Knights of Columbus Free Throw contest 
will take place Sunday, January 21st, at Pig-
gott Gym.  Doors open at 12:30 and shooting 
begins at 1:00.  The contest is open to boys 

and girls ages 9-14 (as of January 1st).  Forms are availa-
ble in the school offices as well as at the gym on the day 
of.  Each age & gender division winner receives a trophy 
and advances to the District contest.  Any questions, call or 
text Craig Arens at (517) 862-0769.  

Save the Date! 
 

Please mark your calendars for the annual 
Christian Mothers breakfast on February 18th 
immediately following the 8:30 am Mass.  Our 
featured speaker will be Sheri Wohlfert who 
will be giving a talk on Our Path for Lent.  
Please RSVP to Melissa Spitzley at 593-2685. 

Catholic Homeschool Enrichment Program 
 

The Raising Saints Catholic Homeschool Enrichment Pro-
gram will begin its spring semester Friday February 2nd at 
St. Therese Parish.  We come together on Friday mornings 
as a Catholic community of homeschoolers to attend mass 
and to sample the gifts and talents of one another as we 
supplement what we are doing at home with fun group ac-
tivities.  We welcome you to come get to know us and see 
if this is a good fit for your family.  Our Spring Kick-off will 
be a Family "Potluck & Planning Playdate" on Thursday 
January 25th at 6PM in at St. Therese Parish.  We would 
love to meet you!  Please contact Kristine Witkowski 
at kristinewitkowski@gmail.com for more information.  

Cursillo Retreats 
 

Cursillo is an encounter with Christ. It promotes 
a spiritual revitalization of our world. By living a 
fully Christian life, we bring Christ to others, 
including members of our family, school, work-

place, etc. Cursillo develops a consciousness that we are 
called to be leaders. Through the weekend the participants 
will pray together, attend daily Mass and have an opportuni-
ty to receive the sacrament of reconciliation. 
 

Men's Retreat: April 5-8, 2017 
 

Women's Retreat: April 12-15, 2018  

 

Retreat in Lansing February 16 - 18, Lansing 
 

Every year men and women suffer the after-effects of 
abortion. This weekend is a designed to help you experi-
ence the mercy and compassion of God. It is a chance to 
get away from daily pressures, to focus on the buried emo-
tions of the past in light of present symptoms and begin 
healing through a supportive trauma sensitive process.  
 

Contact the New Life Center 517-993-0291  or 
www.RachelsVineyard.org  

13th Annual Building a Legacy  
Men’s Conference 

 

March 10, 2018, 7:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 

West Catholic High School, Grand Rapids.  Conference 
includes breakfast, lunch, Mass, times for confession, Ado-
ration, and Youth Breakout. Speakers include Deacon Har-
old Burke-Sivers, Steve Bollman, Chris Muglia, Justin Fati-
ca (youth breakout speaker), and Most Reverend David J. 
Walkowiak. 

 

Early registration deadline: Feb 23 
Cost:  $38 Men age 23 and over, $20 Students age 13-22 

Additional $10 after Feb 23rd. 
 

Register at buildingalegacy.org 
Questions?  Call Deacon Jim at 616-292-0422 Live Free, Family! 

 

Make 2018 a new year of FREEDOM!  Attend Live 
Free, Family!, sponsored by the Archdiocese of 
Detroit, on Saturday, March 10 at the Church of 
the Holy Family in Novi, Michigan.  
 

The conference is for Christian families who 
want to fight together for more freedom: 

Freedom to know who we are, 
what we were meant for, 

and that we belong. 
 

Key speakers are Matt and Jenn Lozano, from 
Heart of the Father Ministries 
(www.heartofthefather.com). There will be 
youth programming for infants through young 
adults, led by dynamic speakers such as Debo-
rah Herbeck and Pete Burak from Renewal Min-
istries. The day includes teaching, discussion, 
activities, prayer response time, and a Vigil 
Mass at the end of the day. Registra-
tion: https://livefreefamily2018.eventbrite.com  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiujIXJ9LnYAhUjyoMKHV7QBWcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fbasketball-clip-art.html&psig=AOvVaw27OkS7DMuiuxfctQRIzeku&ust=1515004138219053
mailto:kristinewitkowski@gmail.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gt5zL15oZAxKqiVj05CU8FkceVtt004UIaX0J9i7G1-SH8f_fPqPZrmYncEUJ-teJqvNBhU10MbHgG88qxgu5hk8QdY-s7HjLxUKvMrSd1x5LrKuXRBj5giaIGGWnJtEb--KQY2QDBIHjMTF6EMfIWuCS4-SoH9QARg_UC1F8EYyWXX6-nfTNJHxb90fc1bL&c=VafuiW12-1Cullk269w-doFtQoHWc69GI
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gt5zL15oZAxKqiVj05CU8FkceVtt004UIaX0J9i7G1-SH8f_fPqPZrmYncEUJ-te7FBlUMZ0comD9arhR97fE5M5CiSqh7W5gKCTp_fdaU0WQxBlmmJyAv3EkCZHDdwYz5wjGBPGxWUpPUXVe70mycANx4iyJ6zUPcnm7IXqU-rRGEqybnaaBG6JePzMh2lB&c=VafuiW12-1Cullk269w-doFtQoHWc69GI
tel:(517)%20993-0291
http://www.RachelsVineyard.org
http://www.heartofthefather.com
https://livefreefamily2018.eventbrite.com
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Monday - January 22 
     8:15 a.m. +  Eletha Schmitz & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 
     7:00 p.m. + Richard Jandernoa 
Tuesday - January 23 
     8:15 a.m. + Daniel Eckley 
Wednesday - January 24 
     6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations   
     7:00 p.m. + Brian Simmon 
Thursday - January 25 
     8:15 a.m. + Deanna V. Thelen 
Friday - January 26 
     8:15 a.m. + George & Joan Koenigsknecht  & Living & 
  Deceased Members of the Family 
Saturday - January 27 
     8:15 a.m. + Jim Koenigsknecht 
     4:30 p.m. + Geraldine Geller, Including Roman & Living 
  & Deceased Members of the Family  
Sunday - January 28  
    8:30 a.m.  + Gordon Piggott, Jr. & Living & Deceased 
  Members of the Family 
   10:30 a.m. + People of the Parish 

Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, January 27 & 28 
4:30 p.m. -Tony Schafer, Jerome R. Thelen, Lonnie 
Schueller, Volunteer 
8:30 a.m.. - Bill Armbrustmacher, Tom O’Rourke, Bruce 
Schafer, Dean Schrauben 
10:30 a.m.-  MHT School Volunteers 

Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, January 27 & 28 
4:30 p.m. - Jack, Anna, & Sam Vanneste, Volunteer 
8:30 a.m. - Ben & Jack Schafer, Drew Armbrustmacher, 
Brycen Halfmann 
10:30 a.m. - MHT School Volunteers 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Regina Martin, 
Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, 
Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa 
Schulte, Theresa Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward 
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Julie Wieber 
Schafer, Irene (Luttig) Weber, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis 
Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott 
Kus, Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Gregg Platte, Frank 
Hufnagel, Norman Goerge, Lynda Esch, Mindy Simon, 
Janet Armbrustmacher (Allan), Marie Weber, Jenine 
Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Adam Pohl, 
Jordy Wohlscheid, Sharon Becker, Jennifer Grace 
Schrauben, Janet Simon, Dale Young, Brent Baese, Shane 
Grinnell, Richard Bushamp, Janet (Ray) Armbrustmacher 
and a special intention. 
 

Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can 
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

Mass Servers During This Week  
Mon., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School 
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Amber Epkey, Taryn Schmitz, Elizabeth 
Epkey 
Tues., 8:15 a.m.- Adult Volunteer 
Wed., 7:00 p.m.- Roman & Nickolai Schafer, Jamison 
Schueller 
Thurs., 8:15 a.m.- Adult Volunteer 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer 
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - Nolan & Selena Stump 

 

Readings for the Week of January 21, 2018 
 

Monday  2 Samuel 5:1-7, 10; Psalms 89:20, 21-22, 
  25-26; Mark 3:22-30 
Tuesday  2 Samuel 6:12b-15, 17-19; Psalms 24: 7, 
  8, 9, 10; Mark 3:31-35 
Wednesday 2 Samuel 7:4-17; Psalms 89:4-5, 27-28,  
  29-30; Mark 4:1-20 
Thursday Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22; Psalms  
  117:1bc, 2; Mark 16:15-18 
Friday  2 Timothy 1:1-8 or Titus 1:1-5; Psalms  
  96:1-2a, 2b-3, 7-8a, 10; Mark 4:26-34 
Saturday 2 Samuel 12:1-7a, 10-17; Psalms 51:12- 
  13, 14-15, 16-17; Mark 4:35-41 

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. weekday Mass. 
The intention for this week is to pray or those who have 
drifted away from the Church, especially those in our own 
families, that through prayer and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, they may be filled with the desire to return. 

 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

January 13 & 14 Collection..………………......... $8301.90 
 

Special Collections 
Worldwide Evangelization……………………………  20.00 
Solemnity of Mary……....…………………………...… 37.00 
First Offering…………………………………………...112.00 
Newspapers…………………………………………….. 39.00 
Capital Improvements………………………………...  32.00 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 

 

Henry David  Bozung;  son of James and 
Joan (Schafer) Bozung 
 
We welcome Henry to our parish family. 

 
 
 

First Publication: 
 

Lee Pung, Son of Paul & Cheryl Pung 
 
Brandy Platte, daughter of Gregg & Debra 
Platte 

January 21, 2018 
 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
 

Parish Office Hours  
8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm 

 

To Contact Us: 
Parish Office:               593-2162 
Fax:                               593-2171 

E-Mail:     office@mhtparish.com 
Website:              mhtparish.com 

 

MHT School - 593-2616 


