
Simple Ways we can help people un-
derstand the Truth that God has re-
vealed to us 
 

Last weekend we had the Called and 
Gifted Conference here at the parish.  I 
think we had close to 100 people from 
the area and our parish attend.  It was a 
very informative time and I believe from 
talking to many of those who attended, 
a time where many people really grew 
to understand themselves more in the 
light of knowing more deeply the gifts 
that the Holy Spirit has bestowed on 

each of us and how we can use them to build up the Body 
of Christ.   
 

It’s amazing to me how God works in our lives.  The simple 
ways that God can powerfully accomplish His plans through 
us.  One of the ways we learn how God wants to use us is 
through the process of discipleship.  If you recall the Gospel 
of St. Matthew where Jesus commands His disciples before 
His ascension:  
 

“Go, therefore,  and make disciples of all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the holy Spirit,  teaching them to observe all that 
I have commanded you.  And behold, I am with you al-
ways, until the end of the age.”     (Matthew 28:19-20) 
 

As a Church we are really good about baptizing and teach-
ing, but not so good sometimes about “making disciples.”  
Unless you go to seminary or spend time in a religious com-
munity, where discipleship is really stressed, most Catholics 
must rely simply on their religious education or Catholic 
school education.  That simply is not enough.  We see it in 
our culture.  Many young people leave the faith, sometimes 
after high school, sometimes during college, because they 

are simply not equipped to handle the powerful messages 
that the secular world places upon them.  Thank God, this is 
slowly changing.  The FOCUS ministry on some of our col-
lege campuses, the summer conferences and the LEAD 
conference held every year at the Franciscan University of 
Steubenville, and many more resources available to us now 
are really helping lay people be disciples.  Here at Most 
Holy Trinity we continue to provide resources and opportu-
nities to grow and become a disciple. 
 

With that in mind, I’d like to share an article by Joe 
Heschmeyer on how we can respond as disciples to some 
of the secularist and atheist arguments about  3 Simple 
Ways to Debunk Relativism, Skepticism and Material-
ism. 
 

An opportunity to stretch our minds and think in new and 
challenging ways.  Keep growing and keep learning. It’s 
time with learning and its time with the faith.  If you don’t 
use it you’ll lose it. 
 

God bless,   Fr. Dennis 
 
 

3 Simple Ways to Debunk Relativism, Skepticism and 
Materialism 
Gorgias, an ancient Greek philosopher, was said to have 
argued the following four points:  Nothing exists; Even if 
something exists, nothing can be known about it; and Even 
if something can be known about it, knowledge about it 
can’t be communicated to others.  Even if it can be commu-
nicated, it cannot be understood. 
 

Of course, if you can understand his argument, he’s wrong. 
So too, many modern thinkers hold to positions that, fall 
apart when critically examined.  Today, I want to look at 
three such popular claims. In showing their inherent contra-
dictions, I hope to show why we can (and must) affirm that 
knowable, absolute truths exist. 

Most Holy Trinity 
 
 

3rd Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

 
 

January 22, 2017 

 



Third Sunday in Ordinary Time Page  2 January 22, 2017 

 

Readings for the Week of January 22, 2017 
 

Monday Hebrews 9:15, 24-28; Psalms 98:1, 2- 
  3ab, 3cd-4, 5, 6; Mark 3:22-30  
Tuesday Hebrews 10:1-10; Psalms 40:2 and 4ab, 
  7-8a, 10,11; Mark 3:31-35 
Wednesday Acts of the Apostles 22:3-16 or Acts of  
  the Apostles 9:1-22; Psalms 117:1bc, 2;  
  Mark 16:15-18 
Thursday 2 Timothy 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5; Psalms 96:1-
  2a, 2b-3, 7-8a, 10; Mark 4:21-25 
Friday  Hebrews 10:32-39; Psalms 37:3-4, 5-6,  
  23-24, 39-40; Mark 4:26-34    
Saturday Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19; Luke 1:69-70, 71-
  72, 73-75; Mark 4:35-41  

Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it possi-
ble for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish. 

 
Greenstone Farm Credit Services 

 

Step 1: Answering Relativism 
The claim: “Absolute truth does not exist.” 
Why it’s self-refuting: The claim “absolute truth does not 
exist” is either absolutely true or it’s not. But, of course, 
it can’t be absolutely true, since that would create a contra-
diction: we would have proven the existence of an absolute 
truth, the claim itself. Since it cannot be absolutely true, we 
must concede that there are some cases in which the prop-
osition “absolute truth does not exist” must be false… in 
which case, we’re back to affirming the existence of abso-
lute truth.  What we can know: Absolute truth exists. Put 
another way, the claim “absolute truth exists” is absolutely 
true. 
 
 
 

Step 2: Answering Skepticism 
The claim: “We can’t know anything for certain.” Or “I 
don’t know if we can know anything for certain.” 
Why it’s self-refuting: This one is a subtler self-refutation 
then the first, because it looks humble. After all, if I can say, 
“I don’t know the number of stars in the universe,” why can’t 
I take it a few steps further, and say, “I can’t know anything 
for certain”?  Simple. Because in saying that, you’re claim-
ing to know something about your own knowledge. When 
we say, “I don’t know x,” we’re saying, “I know that my 
knowledge on x is inconclusive.” 
 

Take the most mild-seeming statement: “I don’t know if we 
can know anything for certain.” What you’re really saying is 
that, “I know that my knowledge on whether anything can 
be known for certain is inconclusive.” So you’re still affirm-
ing something: that you know your knowledge to be incon-
clusive. 
 

There are two ways of showing this. First, because it could 
be a lie. The claim “I don’t know who took the last cookie,” 
could very well be proven false, if we later found the cookie 
in your purse. So these “I don’t know” claims are still affirm-
ing something, even if they’re just affirming ignorance. 
 

Second, apply the “I don’t know” to another person. If I said, 
“You don’t know anything about cars,” I’m making a defini-
tive statement about what you do and don’t know. To be 
able to make that statement, I have to have some 
knowledge about you and about cars. So if I was to say, 
“you don’t know if we can know anything for certain,” I’d be 
claiming to know that you were a skeptic – a fact that I can’t 
know, since I’m not sure who’s reading this right now. 
 

So when you say “I don’t know if we can know anything for 
certain,” you’re saying that you know for certain that you’re 
ignorant on the matter. But that establishes that things nec-
essarily can be known for certain. 
 

This is unavoidable: to make a claim, you’re claiming to 
know something. So any positive formulation of skepticism 
(“no one can know anything for certain,” “I can’t know any-
thing for certain,” “I don’t know anything for certain,” etc.) 
ends up being self-refuting.  
 

Finally, remember that in Step 1 we determined that 
the claim “absolute truth exists” is absolutely true. We’ve 
established this by showing the logical contradiction of hold-
ing the contrary position. In other words, we’ve already 
identified a truth that we can know for certain: “absolute 
truth exists.”  What we can know: Absolute truth exists, and 
is knowable. 
 

 
 

Step 3: Answering Scientific Materialism 
The claim: “All truth is empirically or scientifically test-
able.” 
Why it’s self-refuting: The claim that “All truth is empirically 
or scientifically testable” is not empirically or scientifically 
testable. It’s not even conceivable to scientifically test a 
hypothesis about the truths of non-scientifically testable 
hypotheses. In fact, “all truth is empirically or scientifically 
testable” is a broad (self-refuting) metaphysical and episte-
mological claim. 
 

What about the seemingly moderate claim, “We cannot 
know if anything is true outside of the natural sciences”? 
Remember, from Step 2, that “I don’t know x,” means the 
same as saying, “I know that my knowledge on x is incon-
clusive.” Here, it means, “I know that my knowledge on the 
truth of things outside of the natural sciences is inconclu-
sive.” But the natural sciences can never establish your 
ignorance of truths outside the natural sciences. So to 
make this claim, you need to affirm as certain a truth that 
you could not have derived from the natural sciences. So 
even this more moderate-seeming claim is self-refuting. 
 

Furthermore, all scientific knowledge is built upon a bed of  
propositions that cannot be established scientifically. Get 
rid of these, and you get rid of the basis for every natural 
science. There’s no way of rejecting these premises while 
still affirming the conclusions that the natural sciences pro-
duce. 
 

Finally, remember that in Step 2, we established the truth of 
the claim “absolute truth exists, and is knowable.” This is a 
truth we know with certainty, but it’s not an empirical or sci-
entific question. It can be established simply by seeing that 
its negation is a contradiction. So that’s a concrete example 
of an absolute truth known apart from the empirical and 
scientific testing of the natural sciences.  What we can 
know: There exists absolute and knowable truth, outside of 
the realm of the natural sciences, and not subject to empiri-
cal and scientific testing. 
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Director of Evangelization & Faith Formation 
Andrea Schneider - adultfaithmht@gmail.com 

Director of Youth Ministry 
Corey Luna - mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.  

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to 
pray for those involved in abortion in any way that 
they may turn to God for forgiveness and join the 
effort to promote the right to life. 

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life 
Important Upcoming Dates: 
Monday, January 23 Mass @ 8:15 a.m. (Roe vs. Wade) 
Sunday, January 29 CSW Kick-off/8th grade breakfast 
Tuesday, January 31 7th Grade Retreat @ Lansing  
   Catholic 
Friday, February 3 Mass @ 8:15 a.m./First Friday 
Tuesday, February 7 Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
 

Save the Date:  Our annual kick-off Mass for Catholic 
Schools week will take place on Sunday, January 29 at the 
10:15 a.m. Mass.  Our 8

th
 grade class will also be hosting a 

breakfast fundraiser that day.  See below for more details 
on the breakfast. 
 

8
th

 Grade Breakfast:  The Most Holy Trinity 8th grade class 
invites you to a class fundraiser All-You-Can-Eat-Breakfast 
at the Activity Center on Sunday, January 29, from 9:00 
a.m. to noon. The menu will include: scrambled eggs, ham 
with pineapple chunks, sausage, pancakes, tater tots, 
applesauce, muffins, milk, coffee, and orange juice. All are 
invited to stop by for breakfast and see the Catholic Schools 
Week student displays. The prices are adults (ages 13 and 
up): $7.00, children (ages 5 to 12): $5.00, and children 
(ages 0-4): free. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

Forgive Quickly:  The point is to forgive quickly and allow 
God the space to work in you and in your enemy. We may 
also need that same forgiveness and mercy someday. - 
from Mother Angelica: Her Grand Silence 

Announcements 

Baby Bottle Blessings:  This year once again 
we will be making baby bottles available – you fill 
the bottles with your loose change and return 
them to the church at the end of January.  This 
money will be used to help support Pregnancy 
Services of Greater Lansing in their outreach to 

women in crisis pregnancy.  The bottles can be found in all 
the entrances of the church.  God bless you for supporting 
life! 
 

Conference on Human Trafficking; Human trafficking or 
modern-day slavery is often hidden in our communities.  
Pope Francis has challenged people of goodwill to take 
action against it.  On February 11

th
 the Diocese of Lansing 

is sponsoring, along with experts and organizations in this 
field, a conference on this issue, From Darkness to Light:  
Human Trafficking and Our Response will be held at 
Lansing Catholic High School.  Breakfast and lunch are 
included in a $25.00 registration.  You can see more by 
going on-line at www.micatholic.org/fromdarknesstolight.  
You can also contact Annie Bennett at 
abennett@micatholic.org or 517-316-3588.. 

Consoling the Heart of Jesus: This pro-
gram starts on Wednesday, January 25. Fr. 
Gaitly's book teaches us about God's infinite 
mercy and how you can find joy in consoling 
the heart of Jesus, by accepting his love and 
trusting in him completely. We'll discover 
how suffering can actually help us grow spir-
itually closer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
This 10 week program will take place 

Wednesday evenings after the 7:00pm Mass in the activity 
center. There will be a video, discussion, and Q&A at each 
session. Please go to our website to register. Session 1 – 
January 25, Session 2 – February 1, Session 3 – February 
8, Session 4 – February 15, Session 5 – February 22, Ses-
sion 6 – March 1, Session 7 – March 8, Session 8 – March 
15, Session 9 – March 22. 

Middle School Youth Group: Meeting will be on January 
26th from 3:00 - 4:15 pm in the Youth Center 
 

Steubenville Registration is Now Open!!! We will be go-
ing to Main Campus 2, which will be June 23-25. We have 
112 spots this year and I would love to see all of them filled! 
A link for the form will be available on the parish website 

Mass and Day of Prayer and Fasting  
for the Legal Protection of Life 

Monday, January 23
rd

 
 

It is our responsibility as Christians to speak out and work 
against injustice.  All life is precious and worth defending; 
unborn life, the elderly, the vulnerable, the poor, victims of 
the sex trade, victims of violence, refugees,  all have an 

inherent dignity given to them by God.   
 

I urge everyone to  come to Mass on January 23
rd

 and 
to fast and pray for an end  to all offences against  

human persons.  
 

Monday, January 23
rd

 the Masses are  
8:15 am. & 7:00 pm. 

mailto:mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com
https://shop.franciscanmedia.org/products/mother-angelica-her-grand-silence
http://www.micatholic.org/fromdarknesstolight
mailto:abennett@micatholic.org
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwijrI-u5f7QAhUh4oMKHdOfBgwQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartkid.com/bottle-black-and-white-cliparts/&psig=AFQjCNGuM5pguPsS6uL0iGPnKhjfzfALMA&ust=1482186523167001
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News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas  

Director of Music Ministry 
Kayla Feldpausch - kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com 

There is now a page for music ministry on the parish web-
site. It can be accessed from the home page under the Min-
istry tab or by going to www.mhtparish.com/music-ministry. 
Rehearsal schedules for the various groups (children's 
choir, youth band, etc.) can be found on that page. 
 

Children’s Choir: The next children's choir rehearsal is 
Tuesday, 1/24 from 3:10-4:00.  

Holy Hour to End Abortion 
 

Please join us in church on Mondays and Wednes-
days at 10:00 am. for a holy hour to pray for wom-
en thinking about having an abortion. This is the 
hour that the women begin to arrive at the abortion 
clinic on Mt. Hope in Lansing. 

Christian Mother’s Breakfast 
 

Please mark your calendars for the annual Christian Moth-
er's breakfast for February 26, 2017. Along with great food 
and conversation, Marion Hornacek will be speaking on 
how to keep the faith during difficult times.  More infor-
mation to come. 

Euchre Tournament 
 

The Fowler High School Baseball Team is hosting a Euchre 
Tournament as a fundraiser Saturday, Feb. 4th at noon at 
the VFW Hall. $40/2 person team. Cash prizes for top 
teams.  Food/snacks included.  Beer and pop can be pur-
chased.  There will be a 50/50 Raffle and drawings for addi-
tional prizes. Call or text Brian Goerge at 989-640-4445 or 
Alex Goerge at 989-640-0420. 

Fowler Public Schools  
Education Foundation Fundraiser 

 

Fundraiser night at FireKeepers Casino on Febru-
ary 4, 2017 from 1:30 pm - 8:15 pm.  Cost is $35 
per adult and includes round trip Charter Bus ride 
to FireKeepers Casino & $20 in free play & $5 food 
credit loaded onto a Red Hot Reward card.  Must 
be 21 to attend and registered and paid by January 
28th.  For more information or to reserve your seat, 
please call Patty Feldpausch at 989-640-3658. 

World Wide Marriage Encounter 
 

There will be a World Wide Marriage Encounter 
Enrichment Day on March 4

th
 at St Gerard Parish 

from 9-4.  The theme is passionate relationships 
and will consist of presentations, dialogue, and 
discussions.  This is open to all couples and 
priests.  The cost is $25 per couple, which includes 
lunch.  Please contact Paul & Vicki Horak for more 
information or to register – pvhorak@hotmail.com, 
989-640-3611. 

 

Knights of Columbus Free Throw Contest 
 

Knights of Columbus Free Throw contest: Sun-
day 1/29, 1:00PM at Piggott Gym.  Open to ages 
9-14 (as of 1/1/2017).   

Attention Catholic Homeschooling Families: 
 

The Raising Saints Catholic Homeschool Enrich-
ment Program is in its 5th year at St. Therese Par-
ish.  We come together on Friday mornings as a 
Catholic community of homeschoolers to attend 
Mass and to sample the gifts and talents of one 
another as we supplement what we are doing at 
home with fun group activities.  We welcome you 
to come get to know us and see if this is a good fit 
for your family.  Our spring semester kick-off meet-
ing will be held Tuesday January 24th at 6PM at 
St. Therese Parish.  Please contact Kristine 
Witkowski at kristinewitkowski@gmail.com for 
more information.   

 

 

If you're interested in attending the conference, Most Holy Trini-
ty and the Fowler Knights of Columbus are co-sponsoring a 
bus. Please contact the parish office if you would like to sign up 
for the bus!   

http://www.mhtparish.com/music-ministry
mailto:pvhorak@hotmail.com
mailto:kristinewitkowski@gmail.com
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Monday, January 23 
    8:15 a.m. + Toni Hafner, Including Joe & Joanne 
    7:00 p.m. + Gavin Becker 
Tuesday - January 24 
    8:15 a.m. + Barbara Skowneski & Living & Deceased 
  Members of the Family 
Wednesday – January 25 
     6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations 
     7:00 p.m. + Eugene L. Thelen 
Thursday – January 26 
     8:15 a.m. + John G. Fedewa & Thanksgiving for all who 
  Supported his Family 
Friday – January 27 
     8:15 a.m. + Judy (Thelen) Finkbeiner, Including Jeff  
  Parsons 
Saturday - January 28 
    8:15 a.m. + Joan Bolek 
     4:30p.m.  People of the Parish 
Sunday - January 29 
     8:30 a.m. + Gordon C. Piggott, Jr. 
     10:30 a.m.+ Troy Miller 

Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, January 28 & 29 
4:30 p.m. - Jim Koenigsknecht, Luke Hufnagel, Kevin 
Feldpausch, Volunteer 
8:30 a.m. – Alan Kramer, Gerry Schomisch, Philip Schmitt, 
Ralph Feldpausch 
10:30 a.m. - MHT School Volunteers 

Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, January 28 & 29 
4:30 p.m. - Sam, Anna & Jack Vanneste, Holly Schmitz 
8:30 a.m. - Hanna, Nathan, Jena & Nick Epkey 
10:30 a.m. – MHT School Students 

Mass Servers During This Week 
Mon., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School 
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Amber Epkey, Chloe Hyland 
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer 
Wed., 7:00 p.m. - Mary Beth Wohlfert, Evan Curtiss 
Thur., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer  
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - Gavin Klein, Keegan Klein 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Regina Martin, 
Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, 
Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa 
Schulte, Kenny Briganti, Sharon (Thelen) Droste, Theresa 
Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, 
Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Roman Arens, Julie Wieber 
Schafer, Irene (Luttig) Weber, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis 
Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann, Pam (Thelen) Stump, 
Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Msgr. 
Sylvester Fedewa, Bryce Bongard, Gregg Platte, Charles 
Douglass, Frank Hufnagel, Norman Goerge, Reynold 
Goerge, Lynda Esch, Jim O. Koenigsknecht, Agatha 
Feldpausch, Mindy Simon, Julius Schafer, Janet 
Armbrustmacher (Allan) and a special intention. 
 

Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can 
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

January 14 & 15 Collection………………….…..$ 9,749.20 
Special Collections 

Envelopes………………………………………….…...130.00 
Solemnity of Mary…………………………..…….…….57.00 
Capital Improvements………...….…………….….....262.00 
Worldwide Evangelization…………..………….….….10.00 
Newspapers………………………………………..…..109.00 

January 22, 2017 
Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 

Parish Office Hours 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm 
To Contact Us: 

Parish Office:               593-2162 
Fax:                                593-2171 
E-Mail:     office@mhtparish.com 
Website:              mhtparish.com 

 

Most Holy Trinity School: 593-2616 

 
 
Tregan James Platte: Son of Travis Platte & Abigail Hoyt 
 

Isaac Joseph Spitzley:  Son of Brian & Holly 
(Feldpausch) Spitzley 
 

We welcome Tregan & Isaac into our parish family. 


