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Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it possi-
ble for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish. 

 
 

Matthews Elevator Co. 

 

This week I have asked Adam Halfman to share with us. 
 

God Bless,      Fr. Dennis 

During the last two weekends, we 
have heard from St. Paul in the 
second reading discussing how the 
Holy Spirit works in the church. Last 
week, he mentioned how the spirit 
has filled each of us with different 
gifts. This week, he compares the 
church to the body, and how both 
utilize many parts that work together 
to achieve one goal.  Oftentimes 
these readings are referenced at 
churches in an attempt to get more 

people to volunteer with the various aspects of church 
ministry. While I would love to follow suit in an attempt to 
get more volunteers for things like the Parish Festival 
(which is the weekend of July 29 -31 by the way…just 
saying ☺), I think there is something deeper that Paul is 
trying to teach us here. 
 

A few years ago, Craig Pohl arranged for Sherry Weddell to 
come to our parish for a staff retreat as we were studying 
her, “Called and Gifted” ministry. As part of the ministry, 
Sherry has each person take what is called a “spiritual gifts 
inventory”, which is a series of questions that helps each 
person identify the areas where they might have gifts to 
share in the parish. There are many programs that are 
similar to this, but what makes Sherry’s different is that it is 
a longer process that requires more prayer and 
discernment. Sherry distinguishes between spiritual gifts, 
talents, and acquired skills because she defines a gift as 
something that the Holy Spirit has given a person and they 
come alive while they are doing it. This differs from a talent 
which is simply something one is good at and an acquired 
skill, which is something that a person learns, often out of 
necessity for a job. 
 

I saw these differences pretty clearly in myself after I took 
the gift inventory. For example, I scored high in both 
evangelization and administration. However, after going 
through the training and discernment, I realized that a lot of 
the reasons that I scored high on administration were 
because of the number of retreats and events that I have 
had to organize. But the driving force behind that work 
wasn’t because I loved doing administrative type things, it 
was because I saw the fruit that would come from the event 
and knew it would be worth the work. As a result, Sherry 
concluded that it’s much more likely that I have a gift in 
evangelization than in administration.  
 

This past December I was at our Heart of Jesus Holy Hour 
praying in Adoration after having gone to Confession and 
receiving prayer from Drew Klein and Nan Frechen. I found 
myself a little emotional as I realized how the Lord was 
touching my heart at that moment. As I drove home, I 
thought to myself how cool it was to see how far those 
nights have come in the last year. I can’t say enough about 
the good work that our Director of Evangelization, Andrea 
Schneider and the rest of our ministry team have done in 
building up our adult ministry program. It wasn’t that long 
ago when the only people helping at these types of events 
were staff employees. But what’s really cool about what 
Andrea is doing is that she’s not just getting volunteers. She 

has people contact her that want to be more involved with 
the parish and then helps them to discern where the Lord 
has gifted them and where they are being called to help. 
 

This past fall on the adult retreat, someone made a 
comment to me that they wanted to get more involved, but 
they had to be careful telling me that because they didn’t 
want to end up being a catechist in the religious education 
program (they had seen an advertisement in the bulletin 
saying there was a need). I laughed because I know this is 
often the case with people. They have a fear that the parish 
is desperate for volunteers and will just push people to do 
whatever we need them to, regardless of where their gifts 
lie.  My response though, might have surprised him a little 
though, because the reality is that if he isn’t being called by 
the Lord to be a catechist, then he’s probably going to be a 
pretty terrible catechist and the students aren’t going to like 
him. So, I told him, in that sense, our classes won’t be as 
good, he’ll get burned out, and it’s pretty likely he’ll never 
volunteer to do something at the parish again! In the long 
run, it doesn’t really benefit anyone to make people feel 
guilty or push them into positions that they don’t feel good 
about.  
 

This is why I’m so excited about our adult retreat coming up 
in February! Because the first step in discerning how the 
Lord has gifted us, is building our relationship with Him so 
that we can recognize the ways that He speaks to us. From 
there, we start to see His hand in the things that we do and 
we come more alive while doing them. This goes beyond 
the old “you feel good about yourself when you do a good 
deed” kind of feeling. Our spiritual gifts go much deeper 
than that. I have been blessed through the years to see 
people grow through the faith and experience the Lord 
working through them more powerfully. They are often filled 
with excitement and peace because they can clearly see 
that the Lord used them in a way that they weren’t capable 
of before.  Whereas before they were afraid of screwing up 
whatever the Lord was doing, they now see themselves as 
a necessary coworker with Him, helping people who 
wouldn’t be helped otherwise. 
 

Most of our advertising with the adult retreat has centered 
on experiencing what the youth have through the years at 
our parish. What we haven’t advertised as much is that 
those experiences bring us closer to the Lord in a way that 
helps us become the people He made us to be. So during 
these past couple of weeks as we reflect on St. Paul’s 
words in the second reading, I encourage you to consider 
joining us on the adult retreat, where you will be able to 
draw closer to the Lord. Or, if you’re unable to make the 
retreat, consider contacting someone on our parish staff as 
a way to start discerning where the Lord is calling you. I’m 
certain that the Lord has big plans for each one of us, and 
our parish as a whole. And yes, He’ll even bless those who 
don’t feel called to help chair the Parish Festival! 
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Announcements 

Sanctity of Life Sunday Baby Bottle Blessings 
 

January 17
th
 marked 43 years since the legalization of 

abortion. Our community has shut down an abortion clinic a 
year ago and now another has opened up this past sum-
mer. It reminds us that the battle is far from over. More than 
ever we need to pray and love and speak the truth to our 
culture of death. 
 

We will be making baby bottles available in January and we 
ask you to take one home and fill it with coins and return it 
to the parish office. The money will go to support our local 
Crisis Pregnancy Center. This is a good opportunity to in-
volve the whole family and to make sacrifices and pray for 
an end to abortion. 

Director of Music Ministry 
Eduardo Guerra - eddieguerra@icloud.com 

Director of Religious Education 
Paul Fahey—mhtdre@gmail.com—593-3174 

Junior High: This week Junior High Youth group will meet 
Thursday from 11:30 am until 3 pm. The day will have faith 
based discussion as well as a time for some games and 
activities. Pizza will be provided for lunch. 
 

Remind Updates: To improve communication about 
different events offered with Youth Group, I’m implementing 
a new way of communicating between parents and high 
school students and I. I have two different groups set up: 
one for general youth group announcements related to 
retreats, fundraisers, Steubenville, and more; and another 
for our High School Women’s group. To sign up to receive 
text messages for general youth group announcements, 
text @mhtyouths to 81010. For general youth group email 
announcements, send a blank email 
to mhtyouths@mail.remind.com. For Women’s group, 
text @wgmht to 81010 or send a blank email 
to wgmht@mail.remind.com.   
 

Even with this tool, I will still have announcements in the 
bulletin. I believe that Remind will help busy families stay in 
the loop with different opportunities offered through youth 
group!  If you have any questions, feel free to email me at 
mhtyouthmary@gmail.com. 
 

Steubenville Save-the-Date: We are going the weekend of 
June 24-26. Sign-up will become available in the beginning 
of February. 
 

Little Caesar’s Pizza Kits: The next pizza kit fundraiser 
has started! Order forms are available in the youth center. 
Orders are due Sunday, February 21

st
 and can be turned 

into the Parish office or Wednesday/Sunday night youth 
group activities. Pick up is from 3-6pm at the Activity Center 
on Thursday, February 25

th
.  

 

Mission in Wixom: The Mission in Wixom is March 4-6. 
Speakers include Righteous B and Fr. Mathias. Registration 
is $75 and due February 5

th
. Permission slips are available 

under the youth ministry tab of the parish website. 

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

 MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life 
 

Important Dates: 
 

Tues., Jan.26  Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Wed., Jan. 27  Math club @ 3:15 – 4:15  
Thurs., Jan. 28  11:30 dismissal/End of 2

nd
 Quarter 

Fri., Jan. 29  11:30 dismissal/Conferences as 
   needed 
Sun., Jan. 31  Kick-Off to Catholic Schools’ Week 
 

Breakfast: MHT School’s 8
th
 grade class will be hosting a 

breakfast on Sunday, January 31, 2106, from 9:00 a.m. until 
noon at the Activity Center. The menu will include 
scrambled eggs, pancakes, ham, sausage, applesauce, and 
muffins.  Cost for the breakfast is as follows: adults (ages 
13 and up) will be $7.00, children (ages 5 – 12) will be 
$5.00 and under 5 will be free. Students from all grade 
levels will have work on display. Proceeds from the 
breakfast will be put toward 8

th
 grade expenses including 

their class trip, class shirts, and graduation expenses. 
 

Catholic Schools’ Week: Every year during CSW, our 
students try to do something of service for a group of people 
or organization. This year the students will be supporting 
Haven House in Lansing. Please check the school website 
and daily announcements for all of the different dress up 
days and activities for the week. 
 

Only with prayer - prayer that storms the heavens for justice 
and mercy, prayer that cleanses our hearts and souls - will 
the culture of death that surrounds us today be replaced 
with a culture of life. – from Pastoral Plan for Pro-Life 
Activities, U.S. Catholic Bishops 

Unbound Ministry: The Unbound - Michigan team will be 
joining us at MHT on Saturday, February 20th, to speak 
about the Five Keys of the Unbound deliverance ministry.  
This conference will begin at 9:00 am and conclude at 
around 4:15 pm in the activity center.  Please contact Adam 
Halfman at the parish office or mhtyouth@gmail.com if you 
have any questions. 
 

Confirmation: Confirmation preparation is beginning! If you 
have a child in 9th grade, or later in high school, who wants 
to be Confirmed, and have not yet received an email or 
phone call from me, please email (mhtdre@gmail.com) or 
call me (593-3174). Thank you! 
 

Book Study! We invite you to come share your thoughts 
about the book we gave away at Christmas, "Rediscover 
Jesus" by Mathew Kelly. Our second meeting to discuss 
this book will be on January 28th at 7:00pm in the Fr. Ray 
Youth Center. We will be focusing on chapters 13-26. If you 
missed the first, that's okay! We would love to have you 
come join our discussion. For more information, please 
email (mhtdre@gmail.com) or call me (593-3174). Thank 
you! 

Mass Dates for the Children’s Choir 
 

Sunday, February 7th - 10:30 Mass 
 

Sunday, February 28th - 10:30 Mass 
 

Sunday March 13th - 10:30 Mass 
 

Sunday, March 27th  - 10:30 Mass - Easter Sunday 
 

Sunday, April 10th - 10:30  Mass 
 

Sunday, April 24th -10:30 Mass 
 

Saturday, May 7th - 4:30  Mass - 1st Communion 
 

Sunday, May 15th - 10:30 Mass - Last Mass 

Director of Youth Ministry 
Mary Schomisch - mhtyouthmary@gmail.com 

mailto:mhtyouths@mail.remind.com
mailto:wgmht@mail.remind.com
mailto:mhtyouthmary@gmail.com
mailto:mhtdre@gmail.com
mailto:mhtdre@gmail.com
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News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas 

Parish Festival 
 

It's almost time to start planning for next summer's Parish 
Festival! We're looking for volunteers that want to help lead 
the festival this year. Ken and Kay Pohl are going to take on 
a smaller role and we are planning on breaking up the Chair 
and Co-chair responsibilities to make it more of a team led 
weekend and eliminate having so much pressure on one or 
two couples. Please contact Adam Halfman if you would 
like to know more about what we are thinking.  

Christian Mother’s Breakfast 
 

Please mark your calendars for the 
annual Christian Mother's breakfast for 
February 7, 2016.  Along with great 
food and conversation, Kathleen Kittle, 
former hospital administrator and now 
an administrator for renewal ministries, 
will be our featured speaker for the 
event.  Kathleen’s unexpected battle 

with cancer led to a reawakening of her Catholic faith and a 
deep desire to help other women grow in their personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ. Kathleen currently leads a 
women’s bible study, participates in Unbound prayer minis-
try and looks for opportunities to share God’s mercy with 
others.   

Women’s Retreat 
 

On behalf of the St. Martha Parish Council of Catholic 
Women, I would like to invite the women of your parish to a 
one-day retreat, entitled, "Quiet Your Heart, Rest in the 
Lord".  Do you feel guilty about resting? Discover ways to 
rest in the Lord and refresh your life. 
 

When? Saturday, February 6, 2016, from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Where? St. Martha Parish Hall, Okemos.  
Featured speaker: Father Doug Osborn.  
 

The cost is $25, with continental breakfast and lunch includ-
ed. An online registration form is available at www.st-
martha.org or anyone who is interested in attending may 
contact Beth Hall at 517-337-8254 or 
bethhall@comcast.net. 

 

  

Lenten Fish DinnerLenten Fish Dinner  
Sponsored by the MHT Christian Mothers  

and Knights of Columbus 

Cost of Dinner 
 

$9.00 for Adults 
$6.00 for Children 6-10 
Children 5 & Under are 

free 
$9.00 for Take Outs 

February 19 & March 4 
From 4-7pm 

At the Activity Center 

All Dinners Include 
 

Baked and Deep Fried Fish 
Scalloped & Baked Potatoes 

Macaroni and Cheese 
Salad Bar 
Dessert 

Volunteers Needed! – Volunteers are needed to work 

at the fish fries on February 19
th
 and March 4th.  Sign-

up sheets are in the back of church from January 23
rd  

 

- February 14
th
 for both dates.  Feel free to sign up for 

both dates.  The success of the fish fries depends on 

the help and support of the community.  Please sup-

port this fundraiser for the Christian Mothers and 

Knights of Columbus.  Thank you. 

Quilters Needed 
 

Quilters are needed to complete a quilt for the 2016 parish 
festival.  Quilting will begin on Monday January 25th at 
10:00 am in the Msgr. Esper room.  For further information, 
please call Lorraine at 593-2136. 

News from the Knights of Columbus 
 

K of C Membership Drive: The Fowler 
Knights of Columbus are looking for a 
"few good men".  If you are 18 years or 
older and would like to strengthen your 
faith and give back to your community, 
while at the same time supporting the fam-
ily as the cornerstone of our society, 
please consider joining this organiza-

tion.  For more information, contact Dean Schrauben at 593
-2545. 
 

K of C Father/Son Breakfast - Sunday, March 6: Save 
the date! The Knights of Columbus will be hosting a Father/
Son breakfast on Sunday, March 6th following the 8:30 a.m. 
Mass. Our speaker will be Dr. John R. Wood, author of Or-
dinary Lives, Extraordinary Mission: 5 Ways to Win the War 
Within". Tickets go on sale in February. Watch the bulletin 
for additional details. 
 

Help Needed: The Knights of Columbus are asking for vol-
unteers to help in supporting the distribution of water and 
filters to the residence of Flint.  Please contact Dean 
Schrauben at 593-2545 for more information.  

At the Heart of Marriage 
A Retreat for Married Couples   

Saturday, February 27, 10:00 am to 5:00 pm 
 

Back by popular demand!  The Franciscan Life Process 
Center – Lowell Campus, 11650 Downes St. Lowell, MI, 
invites you and your spouse to a special day to reflect on 
and enrich your life as a married couple through conversa-
tion, presentations and prayer. Come ready to think, laugh, 
and pray into a renewed realization of what Marriage is and 
can become for you and your spouse. The day will include 
lunch and end with the Sunday Vigil Mass at 4:00 pm.  
Cost: $70 per couple 
 

Go to www.lifeprocesscenter.org to learn more or to register  

Help Wanted 
 

A couple of cemeteries in the area are looking for a new 
person to dig graves. Please contact Adam Halfman in the 
parish office, 593-2162, if you are interested. 

http://www.st-martha.org/
http://www.st-martha.org/
mailto:bethhall@comcast.net
http://www.lifeprocesscenter.org
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Monday - January 25 
    7:00 p.m.  + Gavin Becker 
Tuesday - January 26 
    8:15 a.m.  + Troy Miller & Living & Deceased Members of 
  the Family 
Wednesday – January 27 
     6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations 
     7:00 p.m. + No Mass 
Thursday – January 28 
    8:15 a.m.  + Frances Frechen 
Friday – January 29 
     8:15 a.m. + No Mass 
Saturday - January 30 
     8:15 a.m. +  No Mass 
     4:30 p.m. + Gordon C. Piggott Jr. & Living & Deceased 
  Members of the Family 
Sunday - January 31 
     8:30 a.m.   For the Intentions of Fr. Dennis on the  
  Occasion of His Birthday 
   10:30 a.m.   People of the Parish 

Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, January 30 & 31 
4:30 p.m. - Clare M. Thelen, Luke Thelen, Bruce Simon, 
Gary Schueller  
8:30 a.m. – Bill Armbrustmacher, Tom O’Rourke, Bruce 
Schafer, Dean Schrauben  
10:30 a.m. - MHT School Volunteers  

Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, January 30 & 31 
4:30 p.m. – Savannah & Charlie Boak, Kaitlyn & Holly 
Schmitz  
8:30 a.m. -  Jace & Tricia Feldpausch, Tyler & Logan Klein  
10:30 a.m. - MHT School Students  

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to 
pray for those involved in abortion in any way 
that they may turn to God for forgiveness and 
join the effort to promote the right to life. 

Readings for the Week of January 24, 2016 
 

Monday Acts of the Apostles 22:3-16 or 9:1-22;  
  Psalms 117:1bc, 2;Mark 16:15-18 
Tuesday 2 Timothy 1:1-8 or Titus 1:1-5; Psalms  
  96:1-2a, 2b-3, 7-8a, 10;  Mark 3:31-35 
Wednesday 2 Samuel 7:4-17; Psalms 89:4-5, 27-28,  
  29-30; Mark 4:1-20 
Thursday 2 Samuel 7:18-19, 24-29; Psalms 132:1- 
  2, 3-5, 11, 12, 13-14; Mark 4:21-25 
Friday  2 Samuel 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17; Psalms 
  51:3-4, 5-6a; 6bcd-7, 10-11; Mark 4:26-34 
Saturday 2 Samuel 12:1-7a, 10-17; Psalms 51:12- 
  13, 14-15, 16-17; Mark 4:35-41 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Carl Stump, Regina 
Martin, Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin,  
Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa 
Schulte, Kenny Briganti, Jeff Pline, Sharon (Thelen) Droste, 
Theresa Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda 
Rogala, Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Don Simon, Roman Arens, 
Roy Frechen, Paul Soyka, Julie Wieber Schafer, Irene (Luttig) 
Weber, Maryann Esch, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, 
Sandy Herta, Fr. Bill Koenigsknecht, Dick Rehmann, Cindy 
Russell, Roy Weber, Joanne McNamara, Pam (Thelen) Stump, 
Janet Simmon and a special intention. 
 

Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can 
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

Most Holy Trinity  
 

January 24, 2016 
 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
 

Parish Office Hours 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm 
 

To Contact Us: 
Parish Office:               593-2162 
Fax:                                593-2171 
E-Mail:     office@mhtparish.com 
Website:              mhtparish.com 

 

Most Holy Trinity School: 593-2616 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

Amount needed each week…………....……….$13,200.00 
January 16 & 17 Collection…………....…...…..  10,178.96 
Shortage.……………………………………….…. -  3,021.04 
Envelopes used:  175 

Mass Servers During This Week 
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Amy Feldpausch, Hunter Ward 
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School  
Wed., 7:00 p.m. - No Mass 
Thur., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer  
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - No Mass 
Sat., 8:15 a.m. -  No Mass 

Mass Schedule Updates 
 

Please check the bulletin for Mass times closely. We 
have tried very hard to find a priest to fill in all the 
scheduled Masses while Fr. Dennis is recovering from 
surgery. Unfortunately, we still have to cancel some of 
the weekday Masses.  
 

We will contact all the parishioners who have an 
intention for a Mass that has been cancelled and 
make every effort to make other arrangements. 
 

Please be patient with everything at this time and pray 
for a complete and speedy recovery for Fr. Dennis. 

Euchre Tournament 
 

The Fowler High School Baseball Team is hosting a Euchre 
Tournament as a fundraiser Saturday, Feb. 6 at noon at the 
VFW Hall. $40/2 person team. Call or text Brian Goerge at 
989-640-4445. 

T he family of Dan and Melissa Spitzley would like to 
thank everyone in our parish and community who have 

supported us during Dan’s recent battle with cancer.  The 
generosity of family, friends, and even people we didn’t 
know has been overwhelming.  Dan’s cancer is currently in 
remission, and with God’s grace he will continue to recover 
from his surgeries and chemotherapy treatments.  


