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From the Pastor’s Desk
This week for Catholic Schools Week, I
have asked Cari Smith, one of our
teachers at MHT, to share some
thoughts about what the experience of
teaching at MHT has taught her and how
she sees God working in her ministry at
the school. ~ Fr. Dennis
“You don’t have to want to,” is a phrase I
say regularly in my classroom. It is frequently followed by, “Sometimes you
have to do what you don’t want to do in order for you to get
what you want.” There are many opportunities for this
phrase - whether students are whining about doing an assignment, cleaning up after themselves, or studying for a
test. Much to the joy of my students, every once in a while
my advice applies to me as well. When Anne sent out an
email asking for a volunteer to write a bulletin article, I ignored it. I was hoping to be able to play my “new teacher”
card for a bit longer. The Lord had other plans.
Prior to applying at MHT, I spent the previous couple of
years feeling distant in my faith and finding myself unable to
answer some questions about Catholicism from an agnostic
friend of mine. Sometimes the questions in my head felt
bigger than the love in my heart. In my faith, I was largely

going through the motions. My friend was persistent, however, so I started looking up answers. Though I felt somewhere between a resistant apologetic and the very worst
missionary, I persevered, finding I loved the logic, depth,
and beauty of Catholicism.
After several months of praying for guidance in my job, my
faith, and my life, I felt called by God to apply for the open
teaching position at MHT. I was hoping no one would ask
me to admit I felt called, as I had gotten used to not talking
about God, using my job as a public school teacher as my
excuse. I had spent months asking for guidance. Now that
I’d gotten it, I worried about how this decision would affect
my entire household. I put in my application, knowing God
was looking to make sweeping changes in my life instead of
minor tweaks, as I’d hoped.
During our new teacher training, Superintendent Sean Costello reminded us, “The Good Lord would not put you in this
position to fail. But you can’t do it alone.” Along with a few
other helpful pieces of advice, I was reminded to continue to
learn the faith and pray daily. To begin with, my prayers
sounded more like demands: “If you’re going to call me
here, you better help!” My petitions continued like this as I
began the overwhelming task of planning for a new position.
School started. I followed Mr. Costello’s advice, starting my
morning with the daily readings and prayer. My transition
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into a Catholic school teacher wasn’t as smooth as I’d
hoped, however, as I forgot to pray with students for the first
two weeks. “Please help me,” I asked my students, doubting the wisdom of the Lord’s plan yet again. “I’m not used to
praying out loud with students. Help me remember.” I admit,
I was suspicious that prayer was as powerful as promised. I
sometimes prayed for Amazing Grace, mostly out of desperation, as there were several days when I had no idea
how I was going to get all of my tasks done. I now sing the
song very differently. I’ve found that, when I start the day
with the Lord, I am amazed at how He can multiply my time,
sometimes showing me my agenda isn’t always the best
one. I have started to fully appreciate my newfound freedom
to talk about loving each other as Jesus told us to do. My
students have not only gently reminded me to pray, but also
showed me how to put my faith in action throughout every
day and not just on Sunday.
MHT School is a great place! I knew this as a parent, but
have found an even deeper appreciation for it as a staff
member. God is truly working at MHT School. The Corporal
and Spiritual Works of Mercy are both taught and practiced.
It seems as though students are frequently donating to a
service project, writing a Prayer Pal letter, and celebrating
Mass with shut-ins at Hazel Findley. Prayer is not only an
integral part of our day, but we also go to Mass weekly, say
rosaries for the unborn or souls in Purgatory, and go to Adoration. This last event is a particular favorite of mine, as
the deep faith of students displayed through devotion and
song has moved me to tears every time. I encourage you to
attend a school Mass or Adoration if you get a chance; it is
a beautiful, faith-filled experience.
I have learned God calls each of us -- staff, students, and
families -- but we need to be listening to hear Him. He is
working in me. When I am open to God, I can more clearly
see Him interacting with me. I don’t always want to do what
He suggests, as I didn’t really want to write this bulletin article. It has been a valuable exercise to reflect on my personal faith development, helping me recognize the many ways
He is a regular part of our school day. MHT is creating disciples - myself included. I’m so blessed to be a part of MHT
School. I’m not going to tell you it’s been easy. Sometimes I
need to listen to my own advice and do what I don’t want to
get what I do want. I want to be more like Him.
Recently, on the feast day of Bishop St. John Neumann, Fr.
Dennis encouraged all of us at MHT School to be open to
the Holy Spirit this year both as individuals and as a school.
Please pray for us as we commit to being led where the
Lord most wants us.
If you’re feeling called, feel free to open yourself to the Holy
Spirit. Be warned. You might be called to step well outside
of your comfort zone. Sometimes the Lord is more about
massive changes and not small tweaks. It could be life
changing. You don’t have to want to. You will be glad you
did.
God Bless, Cari Smith
Thanks to Kyle and Krysta Koenigsknecht
for putting on the Euchre Tournament this
past weekend. Everyone had a good time
and we raised $250 for the Youth Group's
Mission Trip on Spring Break. We're hoping to have another tournament in the spring and looking at having it on a
Sunday afternoon to see if that works better for people.
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Announcements
Pornography “Fighting Porn in our
Culture … and Winning”

Dr. Peter Kleponis. Saturday, February 10, 7 – 9:30pm
Christ the King Church, 4000 Ave Maria Drive, Ann Arbor.
Pornography use is a silent epidemic in America and proper
training is needed to protect children from it, train teens and
young adults to avoid it, and help those who struggle with it.
This Made for More event is aimed to help parents of K-12
graders, pastors, educators, or any concerned adult on the
dangers of pornography and how to protect families and
help those who struggle with addiction to porn as well as
effectively address the pornography epidemic in America.
The night includes childcare, refreshments and vendor tables for perusing. Cost is $15 per person or $20 per couple,
however financial aid is available to those who need it. To
register, go to www.ctkcc.net/madeformore

Director of Youth Ministry
Corey Luna - mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.
Little Caesar’s Pizza Kit Fundraiser: Our next fundraiser
for Steubenville has started!! This is another great opportunity to get that Steubenville trip cost down by next summer. If you were unable to get a form please contact me by
email!
Start Date: January 8th
End Date: February 19th
Delivery Date: March 1st (3pm-7pm)
The Mission: Wixom: This is a diocesan retreat that we
attend every year. It is a fantastic opportunity to get away
and encounter the Lord in a powerful way! This year it will
be March 9th-11th and will cost $75 per person. Contact
Corey Luna for sign-up. Spots are limited so please sign up
ASAP!
Spring Break Trip- This year for spring break we will be
traveling to New Bern, North Carolina to work with Habitat
for Humanity! This will be a great opportunity to serve the
poor in another community as well as a time to experience
God in service. The trip will be April 2nd-April 7th, and we
are estimating that the cost will be around $280.00. If you
are interested then please email me. Spots are limited and

must be 16 years or older to sign up.

Thank you for your empathy and compassion towards us during Samantha’s hospitalization and passing. The
loss of Samantha has been tremendous but we are extremely proud of
how her life impacted so many people. Please know that your thoughts
and prayers have helped, and continue to help our family. We are blessed
to have received support from so many communities and
appreciate all of your generosity. Please continue to remember Samantha by being kind, staying positive, and
having faith.
Tony, Kristy, Kendra, Joslyn, Chloe and Brady Smith
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A BIG Thank You!

I received a letter from Sisters Angie and Marge who are in charge of
the pastoral care for Holy Family
Parish in Bonneville, Kentucky.
Dear Father Howard and parishioners of Most Holy Trinity,
We would like to thank you most especially for your most
generous gifts of money, gift cards, and Christmas gifts for
our Christmas store on December 15th 2017. Our 100 families that came were so very grateful for the gifts they received such as food, new clothes, blankets and throws,
underwear and socks, new towel sets, toys and games,
books, paper products, coats, dish and laundry soap, to
name some of the gifts.
These items keep them going throughout the year. They
make them feel that they are people who care deeply for
them and want the best for them not only at Christmas but
throughout the entire year. What a difference that makes
in their lives and in our lives here at Holy Family. Know
that we sisters remember you in a special way each day in
our morning and night prayers as well at our Masses on
Wednesday and Saturday night. Your goodness and generosity reach out to embrace our families in Owsley County
and make a real difference in their lives God bless each
one of you!
Sisters Angie and Margie

Save the Date!
Please mark your calendars for the annual
Christian Mothers breakfast on February 18th
immediately following the 8:30 am Mass. Our
featured speaker will be Sheri Wohlfert who
will be giving a talk on Our Path for Lent.
Please RSVP to Melissa Spitzley at 593-2685.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: February 1 from
6:30 - 8:00 pm and Friday morning after the 8:15 am Mass
until Benediction at noon.
Confessions: Thursday, February 1 before First Friday:
after 8:15 morning Mass and 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. or every Saturday: 3:30 - 4:00 p.m. or anytime by appointment

Website: mhtparish.com

Lenten Fish Dinners
Sponsored by the MHT Christian Mothers
and Knights of Columbus
Friday, February 23rd
Friday, March 9th
Served 4-7pm
At the Activity Center
Cost of Dinner:
$10.00 for Adults
$5.00 for Children 6-10
Children 5 & Under are free
$10.00 for Take Outs
All Dinners Include:
Baked and Deep Fried Fish
Baked & Scalloped Potatoes
Macaroni and Cheese
Salad Bar
Dessert
Volunteers Needed! – Volunteers are needed to work
at the fish fries on February 23rd and March 9th. Signup sheets are in the back of church from January 27 th
- February 17th for both dates. Feel free to sign up for
both dates. The success of the fish fries depends on
the help and support of the community. Please support this fundraiser for the Christian Mothers and
Knights of Columbus. Thank you.
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Principal of Most Holy Trinity School
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com
MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life
By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity
School seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to proclaim the Gospel, restore all things in Him, strive to lead our students to the Truth for
the betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come.
Important Upcoming Dates:
Sunday, January 28
Sunday, January 28
Tuesday, January 30
Friday, February 2
Tuesday, February 6

January 28, 2018
News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas
The Catholic Order of Foresters will
again be hosting a Bowling Tournament for all of its youth members on
Sat., Feb. 3 from 2-4. To sign up,
please contact Cari Smith via FB, at
caris@mhtparish.com, or 989-5932704. The bowling, pizza, and fun
are free!

8th Grade Breakfast
10:30 CSW Mass
7th Grade Retreat at LCHS
Mass @ 8:15 a.m.
Mass @ 8:15 a.m.

Farm Bureau Science Lab: Thanks to a generous local
donor, the students in Kindergarten through fifth grade at
Most Holy Trinity School and Waldron Elementary School
will be able to participate in a mobile science lab on February 5 and February 6. The lab is a 40-foot mobile classroom
equipped with the latest teaching technologies and tooled
with STEM-based lessons aligning with the Next Generation Science Standards and National Agricultural Literacy
Outcomes. This new endeavor was developed by Farm
Bureau in the hopes of bringing a hands-on, field trip experience to students without the hassle of transportation and
other arrangements. The types of labs our students will be
participating in include identifying states of matter in the
water cycle, extracting DNA from wheat germ, the concept
of by-products, the importance of seeds, and the makings
of a real farm. We are extremely grateful for this donation
and the unique opportunity it is providing to all of our students!
Homework Sessions: The middle school homework sessions for the week of January 29 are on Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday after school until 4:00 p.m.
Make History: Make history by what you are for, not what
you are against; by who you are, not who you are not; by
what you have, not what you don’t have; by what you can
do, not what you can’t do; and by where you are, not where
you are not. ~ Paul Manwaring

13th Annual Building a Legacy
Men’s Conference
March 10, 2018, 7:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
West Catholic High School, Grand Rapids. Conference
includes breakfast, lunch, Mass, times for confession, Adoration, and Youth Breakout. Speakers include Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers, Steve Bollman, Chris Muglia, Justin Fatica (youth breakout speaker), and Most Reverend David J.
Walkowiak.
Early registration deadline: Feb 23
Cost: $38 Men age 23 and over, $20 Students age 13-22
Additional $10 after Feb 23rd.
Register at buildingalegacy.org
Questions? Call Deacon Jim at 616-292-0422

Come and help take a peaceful and prayerful stand for life
as we kickoff this year’s 40 Days for Life campaign on
February 13th. Pray with local pastors and Bishop Earl
Boyea for an end to abortion in Lansing and throughout
the world.
Date: February 13, 2018
Time: 5:10 pm to 6:00 pm
Location: Across from Planned Parenthood at Frandor
Shopping Center
The family of Erwin Pline would like to
thank everyone for the prayers, thoughts,
food, visits and other acts of kindness
shown to us during his illness and passing. Thanks to the Extraordinary Ministers
that came to the house, Fr. Dennis for the
visits and beautiful funeral Mass, Rosie
VanElls and the choir, Jill Feldpausch and her helpers for
the dinner, E.J. Werner Post 3733, Keck-Coleman Funeral
Home and all the wonderful nurses and staff at Great
Lakes Caring Home Health and Hospice.
A tremendous thank you to
our Knights of Columbus
Council 3027 for their fundraiser proceeds right before
the holidays!
We held a
lunch with Santa & Mrs.
Claus at AgroLiquid on December 2nd and used the monies towards gift cards from
Walmart. We treated 80 participants with special needs to
a $25 gift card to go shopping and pick out the perfect
Christmas gift from Santa! We continue to feel so supported and blessed by this community. Your donations allow
us to continue to serve and do so abundantly. Thank you!
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Second Publication: Lee Pung & Brandy Platte
Lilly Ray Gurk; Daughter of Garry Gurk and
Alyssa Martin.
We welcome Lilly to our parish family.
Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Regina Martin,
Sean Dush, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey Lee
Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte,
Theresa Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda
Rogala, Sarah Weber, Julie Wieber Schafer, Irene (Luttig)
Weber, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta,
Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, Steve Thelen,
Tracy Schmitt, Gregg Platte, Frank Hufnagel, Norman
Goerge, Lynda Esch, Mindy Simon, Janet Armbrustmacher
(Allan), Marie Weber, Jenine Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger,
Josiah Ledger, Adam Pohl, Jordy Wohlscheid, Sharon
Becker, Jennifer Grace Schrauben, Janet Simon, Dale
Young, Brent Baese, Shane Grinnell, Richard Bushamp,
Janet (Ray) Armbrustmacher, Paul Ulrich and a special
intention.
Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you.
Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish
Community who are in the Armed Services.
Our Parish Stewardship
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
January 20 & 21 Collection..……………….........$9,803.51
Special Collections
Worldwide Evangelization…………………………… 60.00
Solemnity of Mary……....…………………………...… 25.00
First Offering…………………………………………….84.00
Newspapers…………………………………………….. 50.00
Capital Improvements………………………………... 75.00
MHT School……………………………………………..300.00
Readings for the Week of January 28, 2018
Monday
2 Samuel 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13; Psalms 3:23, 4-5, 6-7; Mark 5:1-20
Tuesday
2 Samuel 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30—19:3;
Psalms 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Mark 5:21-43
Wednesday 2 Samuel 24:2, 9-17; Psalms 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7;
Mark 6:1-6
Thursday 1 Kings 2:1-4, 10-12; 1 Chronicles 29:10,
11ab, 11d-12a,12bcd; Mark 6:7-13
Friday
Malachi 3:1-4; Psalms 24:7, 8, 9, 10;
Hebrews 2:14-18; Luke 2:22-40 or Luke 2:22
-32
Saturday
1 Kings 3:4-13; Psalms 119:9, 10, 11, 12, 13,
14; Mark 6:30-34

Sponsor of the Week
Our thanks to the many businesses that make it
possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish.

Hengesbach’s Processing

Monday - January 29
7:00 p.m. + Donna (Pung) White
Tuesday - January 30
8:15 a.m. + Don Schneider
Wednesday - January 31
6:00 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations
7:00 p.m. + Jim Koenigsknecht
Thursday - February 1
8:15 a.m. + William & Clara Wieber & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family
6:30 p.m. Praise, Adoration, & Confession
Friday - February 2 - First Friday
8:15 a.m. + Robert Bolin (1st Anniversary)
Saturday - February 3 - First Saturday
8:15 a.m. + NO MASS
4:30 p.m.
People of the Parish
Sunday - February 4
8:30 a.m. + Sylvester & Odelia Feldpausch & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family
10:30 a.m. + Chris Spitzley & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, February 3 & 4
4:30 p.m. -Larry Jandernoa, Gerry Arens, Craig Arens, Luke
Thelen
8:30 a.m.. - Randy Wirth, Glenn Esch, Neil Hufnagel, Ronn
Thelen
10:30 a.m.- Brett Stump, Kirk Phillips, Dale Koenigsknecht,
Hilary Stump
Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, February 3 & 4
4:30 p.m. - Brooke & Emily Epkey, Chloe Hyland, Volunteer
8:30 a.m. - Tricia & Amy Feldpausch, Macy & Kylie Spicer
10:30 a.m. - Tristan & Quentin Smith, Hudson Phillips,
McKenzie Feldpausch
Mass Servers During This Week
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Braeden & Carly Andros
Tues., 8:15 a.m.- Adult Volunteer
Wed., 7:00 p.m.- Peter & Xavier Simon, Jonathan Fowler
Thurs., 8:15 a.m.- Andrew & John Irrer
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - No Mass
The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. weekday Mass.
The intention for this week is to pray for the unemployed,
that their gifts and talents may be revealed to those who
could offer them gainful employment.
January 28, 2018
Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard
Parish Office Hours
8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm
To Contact Us:
Parish Office:
593-2162
Fax:
593-2171
E-Mail: office@mhtparish.com
Website:
mhtparish.com
MHT School - 593-2616

