
This week I have asked Adam Halfman to share with us. 
 

God bless,  Fr. Dennis 

Wow! Hard to believe it’s the end of Janu-
ary already! And that’s coming from 
someone who is not a fan of the winter 
and thinks that January and February are 
the easily the worst months of the year. 
Regardless of your preference for winter 
or summer, time passing quickly is nor-
mally a sign that a lot is happening, and 
that certainly is the case here at Most 
Holy Trinity.  
 

In the midst of all of this I feel like the 
Lord is moving in some cool ways and I wanted to take a 
moment to share that with all of you this weekend. One of 
the more surprising blessings for me this past year has 
been my involvement with the adult choir. Wait, what? Ad-
am’s in the choir?? Yup! I joined the choir! Hearing that 
there were no men in the choir made me want to help out, 
but I really decided to take the plunge when I was on a si-
lent retreat last year and noticed how close I felt to the Lord 
while we sang at morning and evening prayer. Singing the 
words seemed to bring more meaning to them. They hit me 
more than if I just read them. Of course, I had to get as-
sured by Kayla Feldpausch, our music director, that my 
voice wouldn’t contaminate the rest of the choir. Granted, I 
haven’t been able to make every Sunday or a lot of the 
Wednesday night practices, but I have noticed that I am 
more focused at Mass when I’m in the choir. As a single 
person who usually goes to Mass by myself, it’s been nice 
to have more of a community that I am a part of in the choir, 
especially since we have 5 or 6 men now! I have also really 
enjoyed getting to know the other members more. Singing 
with them has been especially powerful at Christmas and 
Confirmation, where it felt like the spirit was particularly 
blessing our music.  
 

Joining the choir wasn’t the only fruit from my time on the 
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silent retreat. While there I also felt moved to start a Faith 
Sharing Group after our Friday morning Mass for anyone 
who wanted to attend.  I realized that most of our events 
were in the evening and maybe it was time to try something 
at a different part of the day.  What began as a way to go 
through Father Michael Gaitley’s Divine Mercy Series on 
FORMED, has also been a great opportunity to get to know 
a different group of people in the parish. I can honestly say 
that this group has turned into one of my favorite events of 
the week as we spend time discussing anything from ques-
tions people have about the direction of the parish, to living 
the faith in our world.  
 

The spirit was also moving in our parish during the Called 
and Gifted conference a few weekends ago. Whenever we 
put an event on, we always feel confident that people will 
get a lot out of it, but it seems like this one has been espe-
cially blessed. We had close to 100 people at the confer-
ence and around half of them have signed up for the follow 
up discussions to help discern their charisms further. The 
presenters were very excited because they thought that 
was an abnormally high percentage for follow up. They 
were also impressed with the diverse crowd which was an 
equal mix of men and women, both young and old. I wrote 
before about how the Lord works powerfully as we start to 
confidently respond to Him through our charisms and it’s 
exciting to see people beginning to take those steps 
through their own discernment. If you are interested in 
Called and Gifted and were not able to attend our confer-
ence, please let us know. We are working at coming up with 
different ways to share the information without necessarily 
having to host a weekend conference.  
 

These are just a few of the many areas where the Lord con-
tinues to bless our parish. As I am writing this, we have al-
most 50 people registered to attend the Consoling the Heart 
of Jesus series that begins this week.  We have heard a lot 
of great feedback from the 33 Days to Morning Glory that 
we did in the fall and are looking forward to the great things 
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The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to 
pray for those involved in abortion in any way that 
they may turn to God for forgiveness and join the 
effort to promote the right to life. 

The Most Holy Trinity Educational Trust Fund would like to 
thank everyone who donated to the Trust Fund in the 
memory of MaryAnn Esch. Your generous donations 
make it possible for future generations of children, young 
people, and adults to benefit from a Catholic education 
here at Most Holy Trinity School, the Religious Education 
Program, Youth Ministry, and Adult Education for numer-
ous years to come. 

Thank You 
 

The family of Donald Simon would like to 
thank all who donated food, worked at the 
luncheon, sang in the choir and offered prayers 
at this difficult time.  A special thank you to Fr. 
Dennis for the many visits and beautiful funeral 
Mass.  Your kindness and thoughtfulness is 
greatly appreciated. 

Thank You 
 

Thank you for your prayers and support 
shown to MaryAnn and to us during her 
illness and passing.  We especially want 
to thank Dr. Poff and the staff at Hazel 
Finley for their excellent care.  Also, thank 
you Fr. Dennis and Kayla and the choir 
for the beautiful Mass.  Thank you, too, to 
Dominic, Austin, and Mary Beth for serv-
ing.  Thank you to the cooks for the deli-
cious meal and to those who brought food 
for the dinner.  Your thoughtfulness is 
greatly appreciated. 
 

Paul Esch and Family 

 

that will happen through this series as well. Last week, I met 
with the newly formed “Festival Improvement Committee” of 
ten people who volunteered last summer to help make deci-
sions for the Parish Festival moving forward. I can’t tell you 
how grateful I am to these people who are helping to shoul-
der the responsibility of the Festival moving forward. It’s a 
great relief to have a group like this to bounce ideas off of 
and not feel like all of the decisions fall on our parish staff!  
 

As January turns to February, and winter (hopefully) quickly 
moves to spring, let’s continue to ask the Lord to bless our 
parish and thank Him for all of the good things that He gives 
us! 
 

God bless,  Adam 

From Adam Continued . . .  

ATTENTION ALL CHRISTIAN MOTHERS 
 

The annual FREE Christian Mothers breakfast will be February 26, 2017, after the 8:30 a.m. Mass. 
Catholic speakers Tom and Marion Hornacek will be speaking on the subject of, “Keeping the faith 
during tough times”.  
 

Tom and Marion Hornacek reside in the lakeside town of East Tawas, Michigan. Marion coached high 
school and parochial volleyball for over 30 years. They retired two years ago from the family grocery, 
hardware and outlet store business of 43 years in Pinconning, to pursue ministry work. Tom is the 
interim Executive Director of Baraga Catholic Radio, with 6 stations across northern Michigan. Tom 
and Marion are doing mission work through Renewal Ministries and involved in “ Unbound/Live Free “ 
of Michigan. Tom and Marion have been married 12 years, after suffering loss in each of their first 
marriages. Sharing with you how through God’s mercy, you too can endure suffering, pain, grief and 
disappointment and get back to peace, freedom, joy and hope through the trust and love of Jesus 
Christ. 
 

To get an accurate count for food, please RSVP to Melissa Spitzley at 989 593-2685 or Teresa Pline 
at 989 640-3232 by February 22, 2017.  To be inducted into the Christian Mothers Association, please 
contact Teresa Pline at 989 640-3232.    

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: February 2 from 
6:30 - 8:00 pm and Friday morning after the 8:15 am Mass 
until Benediction at noon. 
 

Confessions: Thursday, February 2 before First Friday: 
after 8:15 morning Mass and 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. or every Sat-
urday: 3:30 - 4:00 p.m. or anytime by appointment. 
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Director of Evangelization & Faith Formation 
Andrea Schneider - adultfaithmht@gmail.com 

Director of Youth Ministry 
Corey Luna - mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.  

 

Readings for the Week of January 29, 2017 
 

Monday Hebrews 11:32-40; Psalms 31:20, 21, 23, 
  24; Mark 5:1-20 
Tuesday Hebrews 12:1-4; Psalms 22:26b-27, 28  
  and 30, 31-32; Mark 5:21-43 
Wednesday Hebrews 12:4-7, 11-15; Psalms 103:1-2, 
  13-14, 17-18a; Mark 6:1-6 
Thursday Malachi 3:1-4; Psalms 24:7, 8, 9, 10; He 
  brews 2:14-18; Luke 2:22-40 or 2:22-32 
Friday  Hebrews 13:1-8; Psalms 27:1, 3, 5, 8b- 
  9abc; Mark 6:14-29 
Saturday Hebrews 13:15-17, 20-21; Psalms 23:1- 
  3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Mark 6:30-34 

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life 
Important Upcoming Dates: 
Tuesday, January 31 7

th
 Grade Retreat @ Lansing  

   Catholic 
Friday, February 3 Mass @ 8:15 a.m./First Friday 
Friday, February 3 Jump Rope/Hoops for Heart  
   Fundraiser 
Tuesday, February 7 Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 

 

8
th

 Grade Breakfast:  The Most Holy 
Trinity 8th grade class invites you to a 
class fundraiser All-You-Can-Eat-Breakfast 
at the Activity Center today from 9:00 a.m. 
to noon. The menu includes: scrambled 
eggs, ham with pineapple chunks, 

sausage, pancakes, tater tots, applesauce, muffins, milk, 
coffee, and orange juice. All are invited to stop by for 
breakfast and see the Catholic Schools Week student 
displays. The prices for breakfast are adults (ages 13 and 
up): $7.00, children (ages 5 to 12): $5.00, and children 
(ages 0-4): free. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

CSW Dress Up Days:  Monday – Crazy Pattern/Crazy Hair 
Day; Tuesday – Favorite Sports Team Day; Wednesday – 
Favorite Character (movie, book, etc.) Day, Thursday – 
Pajama Day; Friday – Hat, Sucker, Shade Day 
 

Change War:  The classes at MHT School are holding a 
change war during Catholic Schools’ Week to raise money 
for No More Sidelines. 
 

Spelling Bee Winners:  Winners of our 2016/17 Spelling 
Bee sponsored by the Knights of Columbus are Level I 
(grades 4 – 6):  Trinity Kramer, daughter of Bill & Emily 
Kramer (1

st
 Place), Dominic Thelen, son of Rick & Teresa 

Thelen (2
nd

 Place) and Mary Spitzley, daughter of Dan & 
Melissa Spitzley (3

rd
 Place).  There were fifteen participants 

in the Level I competition.  The winners in Level II (Grades 
7 & 8) were Rachel Warnke, daughter of Alan & Agnieszka 
Warnke (1

st
 Place), Christi Spitzley, daughter of Dan & 

Melissa Spitzley (2
nd

 Place), and Tyler Bauer, son of Steve 
& Dianna Bauer (3

rd
 Place).  There were thirteen 

participants in the Level II competition. 
 

Venture Out:  Heroes are the ones who are willing to 
venture out of the safe harbor of what is comfortable and 
venture into the wild, untamable sea of God’s calling. In 
other words, the hero’s journey is one of deep virtue. - 
from Deep Adventure 

Announcements 

Baby Bottle Blessings:  This year once again we will be 
making baby bottles available – you fill the bottles with your 
loose change and return them to the church at the end of 
January.  This money will be used to help support Pregnan-
cy Services of Greater Lansing in their outreach to women 
in crisis pregnancy.  The bottles can be found in all the en-
trances of the church.  God bless you for supporting life! 
 

Conference on Human Trafficking; Human trafficking or 
modern-day slavery is often hidden in our communities.  
Pope Francis has challenged people of goodwill to take 
action against it.  On February 11

th
 the Diocese of Lansing 

is sponsoring, along with experts and organizations in this 
field, a conference on this issue, From Darkness to Light:  
Human Trafficking and Our Response will be held at 
Lansing Catholic High School.  Breakfast and lunch are 
included in a $25.00 registration.  You can see more by 
going on-line at www.micatholic.org/fromdarknesstolight.  
You can also contact Annie Bennett at 
abennett@micatholic.org or 517-316-3588.. 

Consoling the Heart of Jesus:  Fr. Gaitly's 
book teaches us about God's infinite mercy 
and how you can find joy in consoling the 
heart of Jesus, by accepting his love and 
trusting in him completely. We'll discover how 
suffering can actually help us grow spiritually 
closer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. This 10 
week program will take place Wednesday 
evenings after the 7:00pm Mass in the activi-

ty center. There will be a video, discussion, and Q&A at 
each session. Please go to our website to register. Session 
2 – February 1, Session 3 – February 8, Session 4 – Febru-
ary 15, Session 5 – February 22, Session 6 – March 1, Ses-
sion 7 – March 8, Session 8 – March 15, Session 9 – March 
22. 

The Mission: Wixom- This will be an exciting weekend 
retreat that will have many other youth from around the Lan-
sing Diocese! It's a very excellent way to encounter Jesus 
and let him be the light in any darkness you may feel in your 
life. Mark your calendars for March 3-5! Permission slips will 
be due by February 20th and can be found on the Parish 
Website!  
 

Steubenville- As advertised before, we will be going to 
Steubenville the weekend of June 23-25! Our parish is reg-
istered, but individual sign-up on the Steubenville website 
has not started yet. Sign up should begin the first week of 
February, so keep watch over the parish website for the 
link! 
 

Little Caesars Pizza Kit- Round 2 for Steubenville fund-
raising!!!! Anyone who is planning on going to Steubenville 
and needs to do more fundraising should take this excellent 
opportunity to raise some money for your trip. The forms will 
be due on February 19th and can be turned into the parish 
office. If you have any questions, contact Corey Luna by 
phone or email. 

mailto:mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com
https://shop.franciscanmedia.org/products/deep-adventure-the-way-of-heroic-virtue
http://www.micatholic.org/fromdarknesstolight
mailto:abennett@micatholic.org
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News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas  

Holy Hour to End Abortion 
 

Please join us in church on Mondays and Wednesdays at 
10:00 am. for a holy hour to pray for women thinking about 
having an abortion. This is the hour that the women begin to 
arrive at the abortion clinic on Mt. Hope in Lansing. 

Euchre Tournament 
 

The Fowler High School Baseball Team is hosting a Euchre 
Tournament as a fundraiser Saturday, Feb. 4th at noon at 
the VFW Hall. $40/2 person team. Cash prizes for top 
teams.  Food/snacks included.  Beer and pop can be pur-
chased.  There will be a 50/50 Raffle and drawings for addi-
tional prizes. Call or text Brian Goerge at 989-640-4445 or 
Alex Goerge at 989-640-0420. 

Fowler Public Schools  
Education Foundation Fundraiser 

 

Fundraiser night at FireKeepers Casino on February 4, 
2017 from 1:30 pm - 8:15 pm.  Cost is $35 per adult and 
includes round trip Charter Bus ride to FireKeepers Casino 
& $20 in free play & $5 food credit loaded onto a Red Hot 
Reward card.  Must be 21 to attend and registered and paid 
by January 28th.  For more information or to reserve your 
seat, please call Patty Feldpausch at 989-640-3658. 

FATIMA: 100th Anniversary Pilgrimage 
 

Join Fr. Gordon P. Reigle, Pastor at St. Robert/Good Shep-
herd Parishes as we travel not only to Fatima, Portugal, but 
also through Spain visiting Garabandal, Santiago de Com-
postela and Santarem. Last day to register is February 24, 
2017.  Details: contact Suzanne at 248-931-0194. 

World Wide Marriage Encounter 
 

There will be a World Wide Marriage En-
counter Enrichment Day on March 4

th
 at St 

Gerard Parish from 9-4.  The theme is pas-
sionate relationships and will consist of 
presentations, dialogue, and discus-
sions.  This is open to all couples and 
priests.  The cost is $25 per couple, which 

includes lunch.  Please contact Paul & Vicki Horak for more 
information or to register – pvhorak@hotmail.com, 989-640-
3611. 

 

Knights of Columbus Free Throw Contest 
 

Knights of Columbus Free Throw contest: Sun-
day 1/29, 1:00PM at Piggott Gym.  Open to ages 
9-14 (as of 1/1/2017).   

Mid-life Singles (mid-30s to 50s) 
 

Looking to start 2017 off with a renewed sense of purpose & 
belonging? Then register today for a life-changing RE-
FLECT weekend retreat at the St. Francis Retreat Center, 
DeWitt, MI (10 miles north of Lansing), on March 17-19, 
2017. Take a chance and get involved... this is one New 
Year’s resolution you won't regret! Cost is $175 for meals 
and a single room. Call (586) 770-1772, e-mail re-
flect.michigan@gmail.com, or visit www.ReflectRetreat.com 
for details. 

Bowling Tournament 
 

The Catholic Order of Foresters will 
again be hosting a Bowling Tourna-
ment for all of its youth mem-
bers.  Sign up for your time slot on 
Sun., Feb. 5 at 12 or 1:30.  The 

bowling, pizza, and fun are free! Please contact Cari Smith 
at caris@mhtparish.com or 989-593-2704.   

 
Sponsor of the 

Week 
 

Our thanks to the many 
businesses that make it 

possible for the bulletin to 
be cost-free to our parish. 

 

 
 
 
 

Green Stone 

Retreat for Divorced Catholics - February 10-12 
 

Retreat will be held at St. Francis Retreat Center in Dewitt. 
This warm and uplifting event is a special time to draw close 
to our Lord.  Drawing from the story of the Samaritan wom-
an who encounters Christ at Jacob’s well, this event recog-
nizes that after divorce people are much more aware of  the 
deep thirst that needs quenching … particularly in all their 
relationships.  Register at:  www.st.francis.ws/upcoming-
retreats.html 

Save the date for the 2017 Parish Festival 
July 27 - 30  -  "Video Games" 

 

As was announced at Mass, Stephanie Kir-
van is the new chairperson for the games at 
the festival and would like to upgrade the 
prizes that the kids can win. She is inviting 
the parish to consider donating new toys that 
you find on sale to be used as prizes. There 
is a box at the main entrance of the church 

marked "Festival toys" to collect donations. If you would 
like to help Stephanie with the games committee this year, 
please contact her or the parish office.  
 

We are looking for volunteers who would be interested in 
redoing the elephants for the "Feed the Elephants" game 
at the festival. These elephants have been fed a lot of pea-
nuts in their days and are in need of some upgrades! 
Please contact Adam at the parish office if you are interest-
ed in taking on this project. 
 

Moving the Social Tent to Friday night last year was a 
great success! As we continue to evaluate ways to improve 
the Social Tent, we wondered if people would be interested 
in adding some variation of Texas Hold‘em to the Vegas 
Tent. We have also had suggestions to include a Euchre or 
Setback Tournament. We are open to adding any of these 
if there are people who would like to coordinate them. 
Please contact Adam at the parish office if you are interest-
ed.  
 

After a few years of coordinating the advertising for the 
Parish Festival, Susie Koenigsknecht is going to step 
aside. We are now looking for a new person to chair this 
part of the festival. The nice part about it is that Susie is 
willing to help you this year and all of the work is done be-
fore the weekend of the festival, which might be appealing 
if you are unable to be there during the weekend. Please 
contact Susie for more information, or Adam at the parish 
office.  

mailto:pvhorak@hotmail.com
http://www.wwme.org/
mailto:reflect.michigan@gmail.com
mailto:reflect.michigan@gmail.com
http://www.ReflectRetreat.com
mailto:caris@mhtparish.com


Office Phone:  989-593-2162 Page  5 Website:  mhtparish.com 

Monday, January 30 
    7:00 p.m. + Donna (Pung) White 
Tuesday - January 31 
    8:15 a.m. + Henry & Jeanette Howard 
Wednesday – February 1 
     6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations 
     7:00 p.m. + Living & Deceased Members of the Bill  
  Armbrustmacher Family 
Thursday – February 2 
     8:15 a.m. + Terry Fletcher 
     6:30 p.m. Praise, Adoration & Confession 
Friday – February 3 - First Friday 
     8:15 a.m. + Anne Thelen, Emily & Bob Goerge, Ted  
  Thelen & Living & Deceased Members of 
  the Family 
Saturday - February 4 - First Saturday 
    8:15 a.m. + Harold & Anna Pung, Including Roy 
     4:30p.m. + Living & Deceased Members of the Fowler 
  Knights of Columbus 
Sunday - February 5 
     8:30 a.m.  People of the Parish 
     10:30 a.m.+ Christopher Spitzley 

Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, February 4 & 5 
4:30 p.m. - Gary Weber, Keith Weber, Jerome Klein, 
Volunteer 
8:30 a.m. – Dean Platte, Gregg Platte, Nick Platte, Adam 
Platte 
10:30 a.m. - Stan Weber, Gene Messer, Leon Schneider, 
Brian Thelen 

Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, February 4 & 5 
4:30 p.m. - Nolan, Madison & Mitchell Wirth, David 
Armbrustmacher 
8:30 a.m. - Kara & Olivia Esch, Owen Simon, Mason Pline 
10:30 a.m. – Kristi & Mary Spitzley, Chad Klein, Hudson 
Phillips 

Mass Servers During This Week 
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Allysa Feldpausch, Ryen Kirvan 
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer 
Wed., 7:00 p.m. - Emma & Zachary Halfmann 
Thur., 8:15 a.m. - John & Andrew Irrer 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School 
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - Liam & Grace O’Hare 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Regina Martin, 
Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, 
Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa 
Schulte, Kenny Briganti, Sharon (Thelen) Droste, Theresa 
Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, 
Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Roman Arens, Julie Wieber 
Schafer, Irene (Luttig) Weber, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis 
Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann, Pam (Thelen) Stump, 
Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Msgr. 
Sylvester Fedewa, Bryce Bongard, Gregg Platte, Charles 
Douglass, Frank Hufnagel, Norman Goerge, Reynold 
Goerge, Lynda Esch, Jim O. Koenigsknecht, Agatha 
Feldpausch, Mindy Simon, Julius Schafer, Janet 
Armbrustmacher (Allan), Marie Weber, Ray & Janet 
Armbrustmacher and a special intention. 
 

Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can 
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

January 21 & 22 Collection………………….…..$ 9,989.04 
Special Collections 

Envelopes………………………………………….…… 48.00 
Solemnity of Mary…………………………..…….…….  5.00 
Capital Improvements………...….…………….….....  25.00 
Worldwide Evangelization…………..…………….…170.00 
Newspapers………………………………………..…..  20.00 
MHT School………………………………………...…..300.00 

Charley Louise Schafer: Daughter of Derek & 
Kristin (Wieber) Schafer. 
 
 

We welcome Charley into our parish family. 

Funeral Dinner Help 
 

We currently have four people who organize the funeral 
luncheons and are looking to add another one or two, es-
pecially during the winter months when some of the leaders 
are on vacation. Even if you only want to help out during 
the winter months, please contact the parish office if you 
can help us out. 

Legacy of Faith, Future of Hope  
Campaign Conclusion 

 

The Legacy of Faith, Future of Hope 
campaign has been concluded. The 
goals of this initiative were to increase 
parishioner awareness of the Education-
al Trust Fund (ETF) and to increase the 

ETF corpus by 25% ($300,000) which would result in a 
corpus balance of over $1,500,000.  There were 137 
pledges received totaling $158,011.  Of that amount 
$110,270 has been paid.   This has been a substantial 
boost to the ETF corpus from when the campaign first 
started at the beginning of last year at $1,254,158.  We are 
very pleased with the results of this campaign and extend 
our sincere gratitude to everyone that contributed.  Your 
financial support of the Educational Trust Fund is so very 
important in accomplishing the mission of ensur-
ing excellent Catholic education programs here at Most 
Holy Trinity parish now and for future genera-
tions. Ensuring our faith is passed on through Catholic edu-
cation programs is one of the most important endeavors 
we can pursue during our time here on earth!  Thank you 
all so very much!    
 

Educational Trust Fund Board 

Thank You! 
 

Thank you to all of the people and the school kids for all of 
the Christmas cards that were sent.  Also thank you for the 
flowers from the Knights of Columbus.  They all made my 
Christmas very special. 
 

Genevieve Simon  


