
 

 

 
The Holy Season of Lent 2017 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Confessions every Saturday from 3:00 till 4:00 pm. 
 
 

 
Regional Penance Service at St. Gerard’s Parish 

Sunday, March 26
th
 at 2:30 pm. 

 
Thursday, April 6

th
  confessions after 8:15 am. Mass 

 
 

Holy Hours with  confessions,  adoration  
and healing teams 

Thursday, April 6
th
 from 6:30 till 8:00 pm.

 

 

 
 
 

 

Second Sunday of Lent 

 

Most Holy Trinity Parish                    March 12, 2017 

 

 
Special Liturgies/Devotions 

 
Stations of the Cross every Wednesday at 6:20 pm. 

 
Evening of Intercessory Prayer 

 

Tuesday, March 28
th
 7:00 to 8:00 pm. 

For healing and breaking of spiritual strongholds 
 in our parish, region and nation. 

 
 

Special Musical rendition of the Stations of the Cross 
 

On March 31, Kayla will play Crux Fidelis, a set of 12 
songs written as meditations for the Way of the Cross. Re-

flections will also be read for each station, including  
reflections written by Saint John Paul II, Brant Pitre,  
Mother Angelica, and others. Join us for this unique  

opportunity to pray the Stations of the Cross and to draw 
closer to our Lord during this Lenten season. 

 

 

A Lenten Season that Heals 
 

There is a temptation to see Lent as a time of self-improvement, during which my focus is on myself.  However, 
my sin shows me that my hope can never be in myself.  My only hope is that someone save me.  St. Paul 
writes:  “I do not do the good I want, but I do the evil I do not want… miserable one that I am!  Who will deliver 
me from this mortal body?  Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  (Romans 719,24-25)  Let our 
focus be not on ourselves but on Jesus.  Let us turn toward Jesus and beg for a renewed experience of His 
presence.  He is the one who saves me from my miserable condition.  It is His merciful gaze which awakens 
and transforms me.   
 

God Bless, Fr. Dennis 

Jesus model of humility, Have Mercy on us 
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Prayer of St. Ephrem for Lent 
 

Lord and Master of my life,  
take from me the spirit of laziness,  

discouragement, lust for power and idle talk. 
 

Instead grant to me, Your servant,  
the spirit of purity, humility, patience and love. 

 

My Lord and King, grant me the grace 
to be aware of my own sins  

and refrain from judging others;  
for You are blessed forever. Amen. 

 

God, be merciful to me a sinner!  
God, cleanse me of my sins and have mercy on me!  

The Holy Season of Lent 2017 
 

Special Events during Lent 2017 
 

Question and Answer time with Fr. Dennis 
After 8:15 am. Mass every Tuesday of Lent 

 

Lenten Fish Dinners 
 

Fish Dinner – March 24that the Activity Center.   
Cost for the dinner is $10.00 for adults, $5.00 for children  

6-10, and children 5 and under are free.  
Carry out meals are available for $10.00 each  

 

MHT School Lenten Events 
 

Friday, March 17
th
 Adoration from 2:20 - 2:50 in the Church 

Friday, March 24
th
 Stations at 2:20 in the Church 

Wednesday, March 29
th
 Stations of the Cross 

in Spanish & English at 6:00 pm. In the Church  
Thursday, April 13

th
 Seder Meal 

Adults are welcome to all these events. 

I don’t have time, I’m too busy, or my 
kids need me.   I’m not comfortable 
with being away all weekend, I love 
my own bed, what if I’m not comfort-
able?  What if there are small 
groups, what if I’m not as smart or 
know as much about my faith as eve-
ryone else who attends?    These are 
all reasons for not attending some-
thing.  Believe me I know the feel-

ing.  When someone asks you to attend a retreat, it’s easy to 
think of all the reasons not to attend or all the negatives about 
attending.  I’ve been there. It’s not always an easy decision to 
commit to a weekend to go on retreat.  I’ve experienced push 
back and obstacles leading up to a retreat.  As the Director of 
Adult Faith Formation I have the privilege of planning and at-
tend the adult retreats.  It’s not always easy, there always 
seems to be an obstacle that stands in my way, but the trans-
formation that happens at the end makes it all worth it.   
 

So how does a mom of four kids find time to attend a retreat 
with her husband.  Well first off, you don’t sit around and wait 
for your life to slow down or for you to find more time, you just 
make it happen.  The first adult retreat my husband Jesse 
stayed home and watched the kids all weekend.  This was 
amazing because it gave me a sense of peace and I was real-
ly able to focus on being present at the retreat and leading 
it.  As the second adult retreat approached, Jesse and I sat 
down and talked about what the possibility of having us both 
go.  This would require a lot more effort on our part to coordi-
nate child care for four young children.  It seemed like a crazy, 
almost impossible idea, especially since we were hoping that 
most of our family members would be attending the retreat as 
well.   But both of us really saw the value of having us both 
attend, so we put our heads together and came up with a 
plan.  End of story right?  No... 
 

We managed to set up a schedule for the kids, and it was a bit 
hectic because they had a different house each night, but it 
seemed to work.  Then came the weekend of the retreat, and 
all that planning went out the window.  I was already at the 
retreat center setting stuff up for the retreat when I got a 
phone call that the sitter we had lined up for tomorrow had a 

This week, I have asked Andrea Schneider to share with us. 
 

God Bless,  Fr. Dennis 

sick kid and wouldn’t be able to watch our kids.  In just a few 
short hours people were going to show up and I was scram-
bling to find a replacement.  So I made some phone calls and 
said a prayer and trusted that God would make this hap-
pen.  By the end of Friday night we had successfully found 
someone to watch the kids during the day, and had arranged 
for someone to come and take them over night.   
 

Things were back on track and things were cruising along until 
mid evening and our plans were foiled yet again.  Our sitter 
who was staying overnight was running late and the kids 
needed to get picked up and put to bed.  After multiple texts 
back and forth, it looked more and more like we weren’t going 
to have someone to watch the kids that night.  Now 
what?  Really Lord, I thought, what am I supposed to do?  I 
remember coming out of Adoration that night looking for Jesse 
to talk about what options we had, only to find out that my 
mother had left the retreat to stay the night with the kids, so 
that Jesse wouldn’t have to leave.  My mom had attended the 
first retreat and didn’t want Jesse to miss out on anything.  My 
mom was able to be back in the morning and attend Mass and 
finish up the weekend.   
 

Why do I share this crazy story with you?  Besides the fact 
that it’s almost comical how things played out and all the ob-
stacles that were thrown at us.  I was stressed on the weeks 
leading up to the retreat about trying to find sitters for the kids 
so that both Jesse and I could attend the retreat.  I thought 
maybe I was being selfish because I was putting myself be-
fore my kids.  Some of you may be asking if it was even worth 
all the hassle?  YES!  I got away for the weekend with my hus-
band.  People make vacation a priority all the time, but we 
were able to do something that was worth so much more than 
that.  Don’t get me wrong, parts of it felt like a vacation.  Not 
having to cook or clean up after meals, getting free time to talk 
with my husband and other people on retreat, not having to 
tuck kids into bed, or wake up in the middle of the night.  What 
set it apart from a vacation is that I got to attend Adoration 
with my husband and go to Mass without the distraction of 
kids.  We both got to recharge, spend time as a son and 
daughter of God.  It’s so easy for me to label myself as a 
mom, and get caught up in that.  But to take the weekend and 
just be a daughter of God and to strengthen my relationship 
with Christ not only benefits me, but my family as well.  I know 
that when my relationship with God is going well, I'm a better 
mom and wife. 
 

Anyone can come up with a reason not to attend because 
there are millions of them.  But I want to challenge you to think 
of the possibilities that can come if you do attend.  I invite you 
to prayerfully consider coming on the adult retreat April 7-9.  
 

God Bless,  Andrea  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj2xpvn1ZXSAhUpyoMKHe8OAnsQjRwIBw&url=http://stmarksrec.org/blog/2015/2/10/what-is-ash-wednesday.html&bvm=bv.147448319,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNE1m6nn4hCjyUzJGMgQFjgoF09boA&ust=
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The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. weekday Mass. 
The intention for this week is to pray for each of us this 
Lenten time, may we focus on ever-deeper prayer and 
more generous service to those in need. 

 
Sponsor of the Week 

 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it possi-
ble for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish. 

 
 

Westphalia Electric 

 

Director of Youth Ministry 
Corey Luna - mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.  

 

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

Public Meetings 
 

Monday, March 13th after the 
evening Mass 

 

Thursday, March 23rd  7:00 pm.  
in the Activity Center 

 

At each of these meetings, Frank and Ryan and  
parish staff will be present to explain the Campaign and to  

answer your questions 

MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life 
Important Upcoming Dates: 
Monday, March 13 Art club from 3:00 – 4:00 
Tuesday, March 14 Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Thursday, March 16 7

th
 & 8

th
 Grade @ Hazel Findlay 

Friday, March 17 Adoration @ 2:20  
Monday, March 20 Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
   Solemnity of St. Joseph 
Friday, March 24 11:30 Dismissal/End of 3

rd
 Quarter 

 

Lent:  On Friday afternoons during Lent the students at 
MHT School will be having a time of Adoration or participat-
ing in the Stations of the Cross.  These will take place in the 
Church and anyone is welcome to join us. 
 

Thank You:  This past fall MHT School sold prayer pillow-
cases for a fundraiser for the disaster relief in Haiti.  The 
fundraiser allowed us to send over $600 to aid the clean up 
from hurricanes.  Thank you to everyone who purchased a 
pillowcase! 
 

Carry a Cross for Haiti:  For lent, MHT students are going 
to continue to support the disaster relief efforts in Haiti.  
Students can buy a paper cross to hang in the school with 
either an intention or their own name written on it.  The 
crosses will cost $1.00 each.  We are looking for volunteers 
who would like to match their efforts so we can double the 
amount we give to our fellow Catholics in Haiti.  If you 
would like to help match the amount of money the students 
raise, please call the school office.  We will need to know 
your maximum matching fund amount.  We are hoping to 
have several volunteer matching donors. 
 

Why Not Both:  Don’t worry if it’s been a while since 
you’ve gone to confession – God is waiting to meet you 
there.  Don’t settle for ashes alone when you can receive 
absolution and a fresh start! – from Lent with Saint Teresa 
of Calcutta 

Steubenville 2017: We will be attending a Steubenville 
Youth Conference June 23-25. The total cost of the week-
end will be $285. The online platform for registration is now 
available, so if you would like to begin registration, please 
go to the parish website and follow the link under Steuben-
ville on the youth ministry page. Once you have registered 
online, please print out the registration information and turn 
it into the parish office with a deposit of $100. Be sure to 
write down your t-shirt size on the printed-out form!  
 

8th Grade Retreat: This spring we will be going to Camp 
Roger in Rockford, MI for our annual 8th grade retreat on 
March 17-19! It's an excellent chance for 8th graders to en-
counter the Lord and experience His love in a very powerful 
way!  

 
 

 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all of you for the  cards, thoughts 
and many prayers you have offered dur-
ing my illness.  I had Hashimoto’s en-
cephalitis, an inflammation of the brain. 
 

It has been a long healing process and I 
am currently off all medication related to 

my illness.  The doctor said that I may now resume my nor-
mal activities as tolerated.  I expect this to take some time 
as I continue to build up my strength. 
 

I know that your prayers have been instrumental in my 
healing and subsequent recovery, for which I am eternally 
grateful.  Thank you and may God bless you. 
 

Fr. Bill Koenigsknecht 

Sparrow Hospital Training for 
Volunteer Eucharistic Ministers 

 

Sparrow Hospital is grateful for the hospital ministry provid-
ed by area volunteers and the extra effort Catholic priests 
make to ensure our patients’ spiritual needs are met.  Our 
patients sometimes require isolation care and the hospital 
has advised you not to enter these rooms because we 
have not provided training to keep you and others safe.  In 
conjunction with several hospital departments, Sparrow is 
now ready to offer the training needed to enable you to 
safely enter most isolation rooms. 
 

We have several dates available and we ask that you plan 
to attend one session.  The session should last about an 
hour.  Please plan to park in the Sparrow Professional 
Building (SPB) and parking will be free as you’ll be there 
less than 2 hours. 
 

Training dates:  Prior sign up for one of the sessions is 
NOT necessary, but if you are able, please sign up at this 
link:  http://www.sparrow.org/communityvolcalendar 
 

Dates are:  March 15th - 11 am - 12 noon SPB C 
       March 24th - 10:30 - 11:30 am SPB C 
       March 29th - 1:15 - 2:15 pm SPB C 

mailto:mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com
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Readings for the Week of March 12, 2017 
 
 

Monday Daniel 9:4b-10; Psalms 79:8, 9, 11 and  
  13; Luke 6:36-38 
Tuesday Isaiah 1:10, 16-20; Psalms 50:8-9, 16bc-
  17, 21and 23; Matthew 23:1-12 
Wednesday Jeremiah 18:18-20; Psalms 31:5-6, 14,  
  15-16; Matthew 20:17-28 
Thursday Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalms 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 
  6; Luke 16:19-31 
Friday  Genesis 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a;  
  Psalms 105;16-17, 18-19, 20-21;Matthew 
  21:33-43, 45-46  
Saturday Micah 7:14-15, 18-20; Psalms 103:1-2, 3-
  4, 9-10, 11-12; Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

 
 

News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas  

Fowler Fire & Rescue Breakfast 
 
 

Fowler Fire Department is hosting their annu-
al all you can eat breakfast on March 19th 
from 8:00 a.m. until noon at the activity cen-
ter.  Whole hog sausage, hash browns, 
scrambled eggs, fruit, and coffee/juice.  

Knights of Columbus 
 

Knights of Columbus Major Degree (2nd and 
3rd) is being hosted by St. Judes, Dewitt on 
Thursday, March 30 at 6:00pm.  For more 
information please contact Dean  Schrauben 
593-2545. 

MHT SUB SALE 
 

Orders are now being taken through 
March 27

th
 for sub sandwich-

es.   Subs will be assembled and 
available for delivery and/or pick-up on Tuesday, April 25th 
between 3:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. at the Activity Cen-
ter.  Ham/salami, ham, turkey and roast beef subs are avail-
able.  Subs are $2.25 each or twelve for $25.00.  Please 
contact any MHT student or call the school office (593-
2616) to place your order. 

NaPro Technology & Fertility Care Presentation 
 

What is NaPro Technology and FertilityCare? How can a 
natural method help to answer questions and get to the bot-
tom of infertility, PCOS, repetitive miscarriages, PMS, post-
partum depression, and other reproductive health issues? 
Join us on Thursday March 23rd at 6:30 pm in the Msgr. 
K13 Hall (Old School Basement) to find out! There will be a 
presentation by Rita Johnson, FCP. This event is free and 
open to anyone who would like to learn more! For questions 
or to register contact Rita at littlekerrysacres@gmail.com or 
(517)775-7229. 

40 Days for Life – Day 41   
 

Your presence in prayerful vigil outside an 
abortion clinic saves lives. In fact being pre-
sent in prayer on abortion days has been so 
effective that our 2017 40DFL campaign will 
only consist of vigils from 9 AM – 6 PM each 
and every Wednesday beginning Ash 
Wednesday across from the PP in Fran-

dor. Can you spend one hour a week or one hour a month 
beginning this Lent in a spiritual and corporal work of mercy 
intervening for those in need?  
Search FB for @40DFLLDay41 to sign the online calendar 
or email: signup4prayer@gmail.com 

The Women of Grace  
Benedicta Leadership Institute for Women  

 

The Woman of Grace Institute for Women and Saints Cyril 
and Methodius Seminary have partnered to present a dy-
namic new offering for women interested in Catholic Wom-
en's Leadership. The first of its kind, this program provides 
women with the opportunity to acquire a certification or 
graduate credit hours in Catholic Women’s Leadership. 
Graduate credit hours can then be applied toward a Master 
of Arts in Theology degree with a concentration in Catholic 
Women's Leadership. No matter which level of endeavor a 
woman desires, this program will help her attain her goal, 
and assist her to “help transform the world one woman at a 
time." Class will be held at SS. Cyril and Methodius Semi-
nary in Orchard Lake, MI and the dates are from June 19

th
 

through June 30
th
.  For more information please call  1-800-

558-5452  or email aibrahim@womenofgrace.com  
Please go to our website for more details 
www.benedicta.womenofgrace.com 

mailto:littlekerrysacres@gmail.com
mailto:signup4prayer@gmail.com
tel:1-800-558-5452
tel:1-800-558-5452
mailto:aibrahim@womenofgrace.com
http://www.benedicta.womenofgrace.com/
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Monday - March 13 
    7:00 p.m.  + David Schneider 
Tuesday - March 14 
     8:15 a. m. + Marvin & Julia Miller & Living & Deceased 
  Members of the Family 
Wednesday – March 15 
     6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations &  
  Stations of the Cross 
     7:00 p.m. + Gordon Piggott Sr. & Living & Deceased 
  Members of the Family 
Thursday – March 16 
     8:15 a.m. + Paul Soyka (1st Anniversary), Including  
  Pauline & Sheena & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 
   10:00 a.m. Mass at Hazel Findlay 
Friday – March 17  
     8:15 a.m. + Mary Klein, Including John & Jake  &  
  Living & Deceased Members of the Family 
Saturday - March 18  
     8:15 a.m.   Charles Douglass 
     4:30p.m.  + Kenneth Simon & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 
Sunday - March 19 
     8:30 a.m.  +  Daniel Schaub 
     10:30 a.m. People of the Parish 

Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, March 18 & 19 
4:30 p. m. - Tony Schafer, Jerome R. Thelen, Lonnie 
Schueller, Volunteer 
8:30 a. m.  -- Dean Platte, Gregg Platte, Nick Platte, Adam 
Platte 
10:30 a.m.- Stan Weber, Gene Messer, Leon Schneider, 
Brian Thelen 

Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, March 18 & 19 
4:30 p. m. - Brooke & Emily Epkey, Holly Schmitz, David 
Armbrustmacher 
8:30 a. m. - Jace, Tricia & Amy Feldpausch, Logan Klein 
10:30 a.m. –McKenzie, Josie & Cooper Koenigsknecht, 
Kiley Bengel 

Mass Servers During This Week 
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Allysa Feldpausch, Ryen Kirvan 
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School Mass 
Wed., 7:00 p.m. - Zoe & Trinity Kramer 
Thur., 8:15 a.m. - John & Andrew Irrer 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer 
Sat., 815 a. m. - Emma & Zachary Halfmann 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Regina Martin, 
Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, 
Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa 
Schulte, Kenny Briganti, Sharon (Thelen) Droste, Theresa 
Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, 
Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Julie Wieber Schafer, Irene 
(Luttig) Weber, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy 
Herta, Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, Steve 
Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Msgr. Sylvester Fedewa,  Gregg Platte, 
Charles Douglass, Frank Hufnagel, Norman Goerge, 
Reynold Goerge, Lynda Esch, Jim O. Koenigsknecht, 
Agatha Feldpausch, Mindy Simon,  Janet Armbrustmacher 
(Allan), Marie Weber, Ray & Janet Armbrustmacher , 
Janine Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, Josiah Ledger and a 
special intention. 
 

Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can 
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 
 

March 4 & 5 Collection………………………....$ 15,485.88 

Special Collections 
Catholic Relief.………………………….……….……..  60.00 
Capital Improvements….…………………………….530.00 
Newspapers & Periodicals………………………..…258.00 
MHT School……….……………………..……………. 250.00 
Easter Flowers…………………………………………  25.00 
 

Monthly Finance Report For February 
 

Sunday Collection-All Sources……………….$48,241.85 
Sunday Collections-Year to Date……………$455,973.88 
Sunday Collections- FY 17 Budget………….$668,000.00 
 

Percentage Collected Through January - 68.3% 

Our next adult retreat is April 7-9th at the  
Bethany House in DeWitt.  Cost is $150 per person.  

Register by going to our website and clicking on the flyer.   

March 12, 2017 
 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
 

Parish Office Hours 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm 
 

To Contact Us: 
Parish Office:               593-2162 
Fax:                                593-2171 
E-Mail:     office@mhtparish.com 
Website:              mhtparish.com 

 
Most Holy Trinity School: 593-2616 

Hazel James Jandernoa: Daughter of James 
& Amanda (Schafer) Jandernoa. 
 

We welcome Hazel into our parish family. 


