
 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

"As Lent is the time for greater 

love, listen to Jesus thirst.  Repent 

and believe' Jesus tells us. What 

are we to repent?  Our indifference, 

our hardness of heart. What are we 

to believe? Jesus thirsts even now, in 

your heart and in the poor.  He 

knows your weakness. He wants 

only your love, wants  

only the  chance to love you.”       

  Blessed Teresa of Calcutta 

The eight Promises to those who have devotion to St. Joseph 
 

1.God will grant special graces to those that do not know me, to have a great devotion to me. 
2.God will bless all who are married and the blessing in their family will be without limit. 
3.Those married and without children will be blessed with offspring. 
4.God will give special graces to be delivered from temptations and the attacks of the devil. 
5.They shall have a good and happy death. 
6.They shall overcome their trials and tribulations. 
7.God shall grant them immediate help when they invoke my intercession, for the demons have extreme dread of the invo-

cation of my name. 
8.For all those who embrace a St. Joseph cenacle, they shall obtain a more fervent love for Jesus and a true devotion to 

Most Holy Mary. 

 
 

Solemnity of St. Joseph  March 19
th

 
I invite all parishioners to pray for the men of our parish and our region during the Novena 

to St. Joseph that started on Thursday, March 10
th
 2016 

And I would extend a special invitation to the men of the parish to attend Mass on 
 Saturday, March 19

th
 at 8:15 am for the Solemnity of St. Joseph 

 

Novena Prayer to St. Joseph 
St. Joseph, you are the just and righteous man. 

You were the provider and protector of Jesus and Mary 
in the home at Nazareth. 

 

We ask your intercession and protection for the men of our region. 
Obtain for them the spiritual blessings of your Divine Son, Jesus. 

 

Make them, by God’s grace, men of purity, justice, truth and integrity. 
Help those who are earthly fathers to be good examples, 

leaders of prayer in the home, and men of God. 
 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to 
pray for the Father’s of our parish, that they may 
follow the examples of St. Joseph. 

Opportunities to Grow in Holiness - Lent 2016 
Jubilee Year of Mercy 

 

Novena to St. Joseph 
Beginning on Thursday, March 10

th
  

Solemnity of St. Joseph 
Saturday, March 19

th
  

 

Confession Times 
 

Confessions every Saturday from 3:00 till 4:00 pm. 
 

Parish Penance Service  
St. Mary’s, Westphalia 

Monday, March 14 at 7pm 

Holy Week Liturgies 
 

Holy Thursday   
 

Chrism Mass 
With Bishop Boyea  

At St. Mary’s Cathedral Lansing at 10:30 am. 
 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
Mass begins at 7:00  pm. 

Procession with the Blessed Sacrament to the  
Fr. Ray Center at the end of the Liturgy 

Reposition until Midnight 
 

Good Friday 
Stations of the Cross 12 noon 

Solemn Service of Good Friday  3:00 pm. 
Evening Service  7:00 pm. 

 

Solemn Feast of Easter - Christ is Risen! 
 

Holy Saturday Vigil 
8:45 pm. 

 

Easter Sunday 
8:30 and 10:30 am. 

 

Divine Mercy Sunday Celebration 
After the 10:30am Mass, Prayer Teams will be available  

Sunday, April 3
rd

 at 2:30 pm. 
St. Mary’s Parish in Westphalia 

Confessions & Chaplet of Divine Mercy  

"Whoever wishes to be my follower must deny 
his very self, take up his cross each day, and 

follow in my steps."    St. Luke 9:23 

Preparing the Church for the Easter Season 
 

Preparing the church for the Easter season will 
take place on Saturday, March 26 beginning at 
8:30 am (Holy Saturday morning). A sign-up 
sheet is located in the vestibule of the church 
and details of what needs to be accomplished. 

If you can help, please sign up. If you can help for just a 
short time, please come. Many hands make light work. If 
you have any questions, please contact Susie at 593-2490. 
Thank you and God Bless!  

This week I have asked Mary Schomisch to Share with us. 
 

God bless,  Fr. Dennis  

This past weekend, I brought a group of 
high school students to The Mission re-
treat in Wixom. The theme for the week-
end was “Extraordinary Life”. This theme 
of our call to holiness and sainthood has 
come up over and over again. In my pray-
er life, I’ve been wrestling with what this 
means, and I’ve been struck several times 
by how the Lord is able to use the ordi-

nary for His greater plan. 
 

This past weekend at The Mission, we heard about our call 
to be saints and some of the stories of saints including St. 
Maximilian Kolbe, Blessed Chiara Luce Badano, and St. 
Francis. Blessed Chiara’s story really spoke to me. She on-
ly lived to the age of 18, but she lived a life of faith. She was 
in many ways like our high school students. She played 
sports, went on retreats, and had many friends. One day, 
Chiara experienced an excruciating pain in her shoulder 
while playing tennis. Chiara was diagnosed with bone can-
cer and began treatment. As Chiara lost her hair, she 
prayed, “For you, Jesus.”  During her suffering, she united 
herself to the cross and prayed, “If this is what you want, 
Jesus, so do I.”   
 

Despite her suffering, Chiara radiated joy. The doctors and 
nurses wanted to be in Chiara’s room because she reflect-
ed the glory of heaven. One of Chiara’s most powerful 
quotes comes from her reflection on her upcoming death: 
“Previously I felt… the most I could do was to let go.  In-
stead, now I feel enfolded in a marvelous plan of God, 
which is slowly being unveiled to me.” Chiara Luce Badano 
saw how she was able to be a part of something extraordi-
nary in her death. She could see how God was working 
through her faithful response to suffering and joy in the 
midst of dying. Chiara reminded her mom that when she 
died, she was going to see Jesus and to “be happy because 
I am happy.” Chiara Luce Badano died on October 7, 1991, 
and on September 25, 2010, she became the first member 
of generation X to be beatified. What a powerful story of 
turning ordinary circumstances into a witness of an extraor-
dinary life!  
 

Like Chiara did growing up, our 8th grade students have an 
opportunity to go on a retreat next weekend. What’s really 
exciting for me about this retreat is inviting some of the high 
school students to minister to these younger students. From 
leading small groups to giving the talks of the retreat, these 
ordinary students can take part in the extraordinary. They 
get to be Christ’s hands and feet. They get to be a part of 
something bigger than themselves. I invite the parish com-
munity to join us in the extraordinary by keeping the team 
and retreatants in your prayers this week.  
 

Blessed Chiara Luce Badano, pray for us. 

Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it possi-
ble for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish. 

 
Main Street Pizza 
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Announcements 

 

Prayer of St. Ephrem for Lent 
 

Lord and Master of my life, 
take from me the spirit of laziness,  

discouragement,  
lust for power and idle talk. 

 

Instead grant to me, Your servant,  
the spirit of purity, humility, patience 

and love. 
 

My Lord and King, grant me the grace to be aware of 
my own sins and refrain from judging others;  

for You are blessed forever. Amen. 
 

God, be merciful to me a sinner!  
God, cleanse me of my sins and have mercy on me!  

St. John’s Baby Pantry 
On Saturday, March 19

th
 from 8:00 am. till 5:00 pm. the St. 

John’s Baby Pantry is sponsoring their annual scrapbooking 
fundraiser at the Congregational Church (100 Maple 
Street). .  There will be a breakfast and luncheon provided.  
You can share a work table for $35.00. There will also be a 
silent auction.  Knitters and crafters are welcome as well.  
Introduce a friend to scrapbooking.  Call for group reserva-
tions 989-224-2636.  After March 8

th
 please call Marilyn at 

517-331-3456.  Walk-ins may be accommodated if seating 
is available. 
 

New Life Center – Project Rachel Conference 
The New Life Center in Lansing is offering a conference 
in Muir, Michigan:  "Pregnancy Loss and Unresolved 
Grief: A Seminar on Post-Abortion Healing," on March 18

th
.  

The Conference is aimed at Mental Health care profession-
als, Social Workers, Therapists, Counselors, Spiritual Direc-
tors, Clergy, Women in Religious Orders, Prison Ministers, 
Pastors and Priests, Pastoral Associates, Youth Ministers, 
and any lay person seeking to know how to help those trau-
matized by abortion.  For more information, contact 
nlc@resurrectionlansing.org. To register now, go to: https://
resurrectionlansing.wufoo.com/forms/mf9avhe1rmfrwo/.  
 

Thank you! 
Nancy Kjuawa the director of Pregnancy Services wrote to 
thank our parish for our baby bottle collection this past 
month.  Our parish raised $1,392.24.  This money will go to 
help save babies and help families in crisis pregnancy.  
Nancy writes:  “Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.  
And we pray that you and your parishioners will be incredi-
bly blessed for supporting life in our community.”  Thanks to 
everyone at MHT who so generously contributed to life.   
 

Franciscan Life Process Center - A Day with Father Vin-
cent O’Malley 
Father Vincent O’Malley, former director of St. Lazare Re-
treat House, returns to West Michigan to lead a day long 
retreat on Saturday, April 16 OR Sunday, April 17 from 
10:00 am to 3:00 pm. at the Lowell Campus – 11650 
Downes St. NE.  Father will speak on “Anti-Christian Per-
secution around the World: Its Extent and our Re-
sponse” in the morning and “Mercy and Compassion” in 
the afternoon.  The day will begin with rosary and with 
Mass.  Attendees may attend the full day ($60), the morning 
only ($35), or the afternoon only ($35).  Lunch:  $10.00.  To 
register, please go to www. lifeprocesscenter.org. 

 
Clergy Appreciation Dinner 

April 22, 2016 - 6:30 pm Dinner 
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm Social Hour 

(Cash Bar) 
 

                      Council #3281 St. Johns 
Columbian Hall 

1108 N. US 127, St. Johns, MI 
 

Please help celebrate our Clergy and  
their dedication to our church. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Clergy Dinner RSVP 
 
Name ____________________________Council #______ 
 
Number of Guests____ x $10.00   Total _______________ 
(checks made payable to K of C #3281) 
 

Please respond by April 15, 2016. 
Mail to:  1108 N. US 127 St. Johns, MI  48879 
Email:  GK3281@mikofc.org 
 

For additional information or to register please contact 
Dean Schrauben at 593-2545. 

Pope Francis decries murder of Missionaries of Charity 
in Yemen 
On March 4

th
 four Missionaries of Charity and 12 residents 

at a home for the elderly in Aden, Yemen, the sisters were 
caring for, were murdered by Islamic extremists.  
 

In a papal telegram of condolence sent to Blessed Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta’s order, the Missionaries of Charity, the 
Holy Father wrote:  “His Holiness Pope Francis was 
shocked and profoundly saddened to learn of the kill-
ing of four Missionaries of Charity and twelve others at 
a home for the elderly in Aden. He sends the assur-
ance of his prayers for the dead and his spiritual close-
ness to their families and to all affected from this act of 
senseless and diabolical violence.”  At his Angelus ad-
dress on March 6, Pope again decried the killings:  “These 
are the martyrs of today.  They give their blood for the 
Church. These people are victims of the attack of those 
who have killed them and also of indifference, of this 
globalization of indifference … May Mother Teresa ac-
company in paradise these, her martyr daughters of 
charity, and intercede for peace and sacred respect for 
human life.” 
 

The Missionaries of Charity have vowed to continue their 
work in Yemen, despite the killing of four sisters serving at 
a retirement home in Aden.  The order announced, in a 
message days later, "we will continue our service to the 
poor and the needy." The order observed that its founder, 
Mother Teresa, had always made it her practice to go, 
"whatever the local situation, to serve in the most re-
mote parts of the world." 

mailto:nlc@resurrectionlansing.org
https://resurrectionlansing.wufoo.com/forms/mf9avhe1rmfrwo
https://resurrectionlansing.wufoo.com/forms/mf9avhe1rmfrwo
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News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas 

Director of Youth Ministry 
Mary Schomisch - mhtyouthmary@gmail.com 

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

 MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life 
Important Dates: 
Tuesday, March 15 Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
   School Confessions 
Thursday, March 17 Mass @ Hazel Findlay (3/4 grades) 
Tuesday, March 22 Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Friday, March 25 No School – Good Friday 
Friday, April 1  Mass @ 8:15 a.m./11:30 Dismissal 
 

SCRIP:  Our scrip sales are way down this year so please 
consider using scrip gift cards for purchasing items at your 
favorite stores.  There is no extra cost to you and our 
school families benefit by the proceeds going towards 
designated tuition accounts and our technology fund.  Gift 
cards are available from stores such as Meijer, Kohls, Wal-
Mart, Subway, Applebees and much more.  For more 
information contact the school office. 
 

Open Invitation:  Families interested in learning more 
about MHT School can do so in a number of ways.  Our 
Wednesday ambassador program features two eighth 
grade students giving tours from 9:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m.  
On the first Sunday of most months you can stop by the 
school for coffee and visit with the principal or other staff 
member from 9:45 a.m. until 10:45 a.m.  The next one is 
scheduled for Sunday, May 1.  If neither of these work for 
you, please stop in the school office or contact us at 593-
2616 and school@mhtparish.com to schedule an 
appointment at your convenience.   
 

Registration:  Information regarding registration at MHT 
School for the 2016-17 school year will be starting soon.  
Watch your email and the bulletin for more information.   
 

Complaining can become a habit and it can soon burden 
our spirits—and our friends. When we’re going through 
tough times, some amount of struggle and grief is to be 
expected. But as people of faith, we know that at some 
point we need to let go of the grieving and move forward 
with grace. - from Lent With St. Francis: Daily Reflections 

Steubenville Save-the-Date: We are going the weekend of 
June 24-26. The cost per student is $285. Sign-up infor-
mation is available on the parish website under youth minis-
try page.  Forms for Steubenville need to be filled out 
online, printed, and then turned in with $100 depos-
it.  Forms and deposit can be turned into the parish office, 
Sunday and Wednesday night youth group, or at Monday 
night Religious Education classes. 

DSA 
 

Thank you to everyone who has shared the many 
blessings they have received, with your generous 
gift to our Diocesan Services Appeal. Our parish 
goal is $60,286 and our pledge amount to date is 
$27,190. If you have not yet made a gift or a 
pledge, please join the faithful of our parish com-
munity who have taken an active role in the mis-

sion of the Church. Your gift to our Diocesan Services Ap-
peal will enable our diocese to continue providing the vital 
services and ministries that help bring the love of God to 
those who face hardships. 

Healing Service 
 

St. Mary Church, Westphalia is having a healing service 
this Sunday, March 13th at 3:00 pm, with Father Mathias 
Thelen-additional prayer teams will also be available. If you 
are in need of healing of your body, mind and/or spirit 
please join us and experience the Lord's Mercy & Love in a 
very powerful way.  

Fowler Fire Department Breakfast 
 

The Fowler Fire Dept.’s annual All-U-Can Eat Breakfast is 
on Sunday, March 13 from 8am to 12 noon at the Activity 
Center. 

Thank You 
 

The family of Dale Thelen would like to thank everyone for 
the kind expressions of sympathy extended during Dale’s 
illness and passing.  Your sympathy and thoughtfulness, 
whether expressed with prayers, kind words, food, flowers 
or other acts of kindness will always be remembered and is 
deeply appreciated.  A special thank you to Father Eric and 
Deacon Chuck for the beautiful funeral Mass, Brian Flynn 
for the wonderful music, and to Chris Smith and Alice 
Bengel for helping with the dinner.  A Mass of Thanksgiving 
will be offered in lieu of thank you cards.  May God bless 
you all. 

 

The Family of Dale Thelen 

Annual MHT Sub Sale 
 

Orders are now being taken through 
March 28th for sub sandwiches.   Subs 
will be assembled and available for de-
livery and/or pick-up on Tuesday, April 

19th between 3:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.  Ham/salami, ham, 
turkey and roast beef subs are available.  Subs are $2.25 
each or twelve for $25.00.  Please contact any MHT stu-
dent or call the school office (593-2616) to place your order. 

Holy Saturday Easter Egg Hunt 
 

The annual K of C Holy Saturday Easter Egg 
Hunt will be held at 11 am on Saturday, March 
26, at Waldron Elementary. Children 10 and 
younger are welcome.  Also, children of all 
ages are invited to come & watch! 

T hank you!  We would like to thank everyone that 
supported the fish dinners by working a shift and/
or purchasing a meal.  For each dinner, it takes 

over 140 people working various shifts to make it success-
ful.  We give a special thank you to Kim Simon, Alan Kra-
mer and crew for setting up tables and chairs for each fish 
fry.  We served 535 meals for the first fish dinner and 523 
for the second, for a total of 1,058 meals served.  The pro-
ceeds from the dinners are split between the Christian 
Mothers and the Knights of Columbus.  The leftover food 
was donated to the Basic Needs Center in St. Johns.  This 
organization provides support for 1,500 families in Clinton 
and Gratiot Counties.  The winner for the 50/50 raffle was 
Rita Snyder.  Rita won $162.  We are blessed to have a 
community of volunteers and supporters!  Thank you! 
 

Christian Mothers & Knights of Columbus 

mailto:school@mhtparish.com
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Monday - March 14 
    7:00 p.m. + Edgar Thelen 
Tuesday - March 15 
    8:15 a.m. +  Clara Wirth 
Wednesday – March 16 
     6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations &  
  Stations of the Cross 
     7:00 p.m. + Mary Klein, Including John, Jake & Living & 
  Deceased Members of the Family 
Thursday – March 17 
    8:15 a.m. + Louis & Matilda Schafer & Living &  
  Deceased Members of the Family 
  10:00 a.m. Mass at Hazel Findlay 
Friday – March 18 
     8:15 a.m. + Martin Halfmann & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 
Saturday - March 19 - Solemnity of St. Joseph 
     8:15 a.m.   For the Men of our Parish & Region 
     4:30 p.m. + Joseph Thelen (10th Anniversary),  
  Including Ken, Ann, Deanne & Living &  
  Deceased Members of the Family 
Sunday - March 20 
     8:30 a.m. +  Jane Platte 
   10:30 a.m.   People of the Parish 

Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, March 19 & 20 
4:30 p.m. - Gary Weber, Dale Feldpausch, Keith Weber, 
Jerome Klein 
8:30 a.m. – Randy Wirth, Glenn Esch, Neil Hufnagel, Ronn 
Thelen 
10:30 a.m. - David Klein, Brent McCarty, Roy Witgen, Neil 
Feldpausch 

Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, March 19 & 20 
4:30 p.m. – David & Brian Armbrustmacher, Megan & 
Nickolai Conner 
8:30 a.m. - Hanna, Nathan & Jena Epkey, Olivia Esch 
10:30 a.m. - Tony & Kaitlin Piggott, Michael Despres, 
McKenzie Feldpausch 

Readings for the Week of March 13, 2016 
 

Monday Daniel 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or  
  13:41c-62; Psalms 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6;  
  John 8:12-20 
Tuesday Numbers 21:4-9; Psalms 102:2-3, 16- 
  18, 19-21; John 8:21-30 
Wednesday Daniel 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Daniel 3:52,  
  53, 54, 55, 56; John 8:31-42 
Thursday Genesis 17:3-9; Psalms 105:4-5, 6-7, 8- 
  9; John 8:51-59 
Friday  Jeremiah 20:10-13; Psalms 18:2-3a,  
  3bc-4, 5-6, 7; John 10:31-42 
Saturday 2 Samuel 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Psalms  
  89:2-3, 4-5, 27, and 29;Romans 4:13,  
  16-18, 22; Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a 
  or Luke 2:41-51a 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Carl Stump, Regina 
Martin, Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison 
Curtin,  Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, 
Melissa Schulte, Kenny Briganti, Jeff Pline, Sharon (Thelen) 
Droste, Theresa Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward 
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Don 
Simon, Roman Arens, Roy Frechen, Paul Soyka, Julie Wieber 
Schafer, Irene (Luttig) Weber, Maryann Esch, Bill Barns, Bob 
Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta, Fr. Bill Koenigsknecht, 
Dick Rehmann, Cindy Russell, Pam (Thelen) Stump, Janet 
Simmon, Scott Kus and a special intention. 
 

Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can 
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

Most Holy Trinity  
 

March 13, 2016 
 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
 

Parish Office Hours 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm 
 

To Contact Us: 
Parish Office:               593-2162 
Fax:                                593-2171 
E-Mail:     office@mhtparish.com 
Website:              mhtparish.com 

 

Most Holy Trinity School: 593-2616 

Mass Servers During This Week 
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Brooke & Emily Epkey 
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School 
Wed., 7:00 p.m. - Nick, Grace & Rachel Epkey 
Thur., 8:15 a.m. - Andrew & John Irrer 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer  
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

Amount needed each week…………....……….$13,200.00 
March 5 & 6 Collection…………....…………...    13,026.25 
Shortage.………………………………………….     -  173.75 
Envelopes used:  209 
 

February Parish Special Collections 
 

Capitol Improvement………………………………  $285.00 
Flowers………………………………………………       70.00 
Newspapers and Periodicals……………………   $ 69..00 
Educational Trust Fund………..…………………$   205.00 
School Donations…………………………………..  $600.00 
 

February Diocese Collections 
 

Home mission (Black & Native Am)…………….. $278.00 
WW Evangelization Appeal……………………….  $  17.00 

 
 

On Thursday, March 17 at 10:00 
a.m. we will be celebrating Mass at 
Hazel Findlay Nursing Home in St. 
Johns. 
 

Please come and join us. 

Marriage Enrichment Opportunity 
 

St. Mary's Marriage Ministry is hosting a Holy Happy Hour 
Saturday, March 19 at 6pm in Hall A.  Come to a fun night 
of beer and wine tasting, featuring some local brewers. 
There will be snacks, as well. Bring your spouse to a fun, 
laid back, faith filled date night while enjoying the company 
of other married couples!  It's a free will offering at the door 
and engaged couples are also invited.  Please RSVP so we 

can get a head count; call the parish office 989-587-4201. 


