Most Holy Trinity Parish

March 26, 2017

Fourth Sunday of Lent

“I was blind, but now I see”
A Lenten Season that Heals
St. Peter was supposed to be the head of the apostles and one of Jesus’ closest disciples. But when it came time to stand
up for his Master, Peter denied Jesus three times. The guilt and shame caused by his failure must have stayed with him
even after the joy of Easter Sunday. Taking him aside one day, after the resurrection, Jesus asked: “Simon, son of John,
do you love me?” Jesus asked him this question three times. Some theologians tell us that this is because Peter denied
our Lord three times. But maybe not so…. Jesus the master psychologist and healer of souls knew that this sin was weighing Peter down. Jesus also says to Peter: “Feed my lambs… Tend my sheep… Feed my sheep.” This is a reaffirmation
that despite Peter’s weakness and sins, Jesus is still entrusting Peter with the pasturing of the flock. Peter’s past will not
define his future.
Notice Jesus doesn’t even say the words “I forgive you…” or dredge up the past. Instead Jesus raises
Peter’s vision and fills him with a sense of mission and purpose. This is what Jesus wants to do with us when we go to confession. He wants us to move beyond our past, beyond our sins, and transform us and heal us so that we can be instruments of healing and sanctity for the world.
God Bless, Fr. Dennis

Special Liturgies/Devotions

The Holy Season of Lent 2017
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Confessions every Saturday from 3:00 till 4:00 pm.
Regional Penance Service at St. Gerard’s Parish
Sunday, March 26th at 2:30 pm.
Confessions for MHT School and Religious Ed students

Tuesday, March 28 from 9am until noon

Thursday, April 6th confessions after 8:15 am. Mass
Holy Hours with confessions, adoration
and healing teams
Thursday, April 6th from 6:30 till 8:00 pm.

Stations of the Cross during the Holy Hour every
Wednesday at 6:20 pm.
Evening of Intercessory Prayer
Tuesday, March 28th 7:00 to 8:00 pm.
For healing and breaking of spiritual strongholds
in our parish, region and nation.
Special Musical rendition of the Stations of the Cross
On March 31, Kayla will play Crux Fidelis, a set of 12
songs written and composed by Kayla,
as meditations for the Way of the Cross.
Reflections will also be read for each station, including
reflections written by Saint John Paul II, Brant Pitre,
Mother Angelica, and others. Join us for this unique
opportunity to pray the Stations of the Cross and to draw
closer to our Lord during this Lenten season.
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The Holy Season of Lent 2017
Special Events during Lent 2017
There will be NO Question & Answer time with
Fr. Dennis this Tuesday, March 28th because of
school/religious education confessions
MHT School Lenten Events
Thursday, April 13th Seder Meal
Adults are welcome!
This week I have asked Kayla Feldpausch to share with us.
God Bless, Fr. Dennis
When I was little, it always amazed me
how my dad folded palm branches. Within minutes, he could form the flat branches into woven shapes that looked to me
like pyramids, but apparently were supposed to represent the sponge of gall
lifted to Jesus on the Cross. The palms
stayed on a crucifix in our home until the
following year, a reminder of Jesus’ passion and His love for us through it.
As the end of Lent draws near, I’m always brought to the
realization of how quickly things changed for Jesus. His
forty days of isolation in the desert culminate in a whirlwind
welcome into Jerusalem, and then, only days later, a brutal
crucifixion. As a junior in high school, I was folding my
palms after the Palm Sunday Mass and thinking about how
quickly the Israelites turned from hailing Jesus as a king to
demanding his death, and these lyrics came to me: “the
jeering crowd/ could just as easily/ be the cheers of people
crying out for me/ their fists the palms that hailed me as
their King.” From there, the lyrics unfolded with a melody.
Writing this song was just a part of a growing draw to the
Stations of the Cross. I’m not saying I was drawn to the Stations in some perfectly pious way. Nope. Rather, it was because the Jesus I found in the Way of the Cross felt real to
me at a time when my faith was shaken and I wasn’t sure
how I was supposed to be the perfectly happy, excited, organized, patient person I thought God wanted me to be in
order for Him to love me. From various events and circumstances throughout high school and college, there was a lot
of hurt in my heart, and I didn’t see how there was any
place for that in my spiritual life. I tried handing the sorrow
over to the Lord in prayer, but got frustrated with myself
because I didn’t just “snap out of it.” I felt like a fake when I
tried to pray because I was certain my sadness was a sign
that I was doing something wrong, and I should give up on
praying until I got my crap together.
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when my close friends tell me the honest state of their lives,
including the pain; when they drop the pretense and get
real about what hurts them and let me share their sorrow.
Christ does the same thing for us. One of the most intimate
experiences we can share with the Lord is to share in his
suffering. When we are hurting, he doesn’t turn us away to
go get better and come back. Instead, he reveals the truth
of his heart and his suffering, and invites us in so that we
can be with Him, and He with us.
The song I wrote on Palm Sunday several years ago was
the beginning of Crux Fidelis, a set of 14 songs I wrote as
reflections on the Stations of the Cross. I finished the project last year as my honors capstone project at Central
Michigan University, but obviously it was more than an academic project for me. Writing those songs was my journey
to getting to know Christ in his suffering and being real
about mine with Him. As I wrote about those various moments along the Way of the Cross, from the pain of falling
to the heartbreak of meeting his mother, I discovered Christ
as I hadn’t known him before.
At 7:00 on Friday, March 31, I have the opportunity to share
all of these songs with you. I’m going to perform them as a
part of praying the Stations of the Cross that night, and various members of the music ministry will read reflections between each station. These reflections are written by JPII,
Brant Pitre, Mother Angelica, and other spiritual giants who
knew the Lord and spoke to his passion and death in incredible ways. I hope you’ll take this opportunity to join us
in prayer that night and be honest with the Lord about those
areas in your own lives that, while they aren’t pretty, are the
exact moments Christ wants to be with us to share in.
God bless, Kayla
Regional Penance Service
St. Gerard Parish
Sunday, March 26th at 2:30 pm.

This Sunday we have an opportunity to prepare for Easter
and be reconciled with Christ and His Church.
There will be 20 priests available for confession at
St. Gerard’s Parish.

The Stations changed that. Anytime I prayed the stations, it
felt like an invitation. Christ showed me himself in his humanity in them. He suffered, fell, was betrayed by his best
friends, humiliated before everyone, and left to hang in front
of a crowd on splintered beams of wood. Whenever I reflected on those moments, I felt like Christ was asking me to
join him, to stay with him there. Instead of demanding me to
cheer up and put on a happy face, he asked me to stay with
Him in his sorrow.

Stations of the Cross

This is the gift of Christ in his suffering. Our best friends, if
they’re the really good kind, don’t just want us around when
life is going well for them. I never feel more privileged than

There will be a special Holy Hour on Wednesday,
March 29th. Stations of the Cross in Spanish
& English at 6:00 pm. in the Church

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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Principal of Most Holy Trinity School
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com

MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life
Important Upcoming Dates:

Monday, March 27
Tuesday, March 28

Art club 3:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Mass @ 8:15 a.m.
School Confessions
Wednesday, March 29 Stations of the Cross in Spanish/
English @ 6:00 pm
Friday, March 31
Adoration @ 2:05 p.m.
Friday, March 31
Spring Break begins at 3:00 p.m.
Monday, April 10
School Resumes
Lent: On Friday afternoons during Lent the students at
MHT School will be having a time of Adoration or participating in the Stations of the Cross. These will take place in the
Church and anyone is welcome to join us.
Carry a Cross for Haiti: The students have started to buy
crosses for our matching gift relief fund for the school in
Haiti. Thank you to all of our donors who have agreed to
match the students’ efforts. We are so blessed to have
such good and generous people in our parish and our community.
Make a Fresh Start: We need the cleansing water of life
and of forgiveness. We need to clear the clutter from our
hearts and minds. We need to accept pruning and nourishment to grow in God’s grace and perhaps make a fresh
start on the journey. -from Sacred Silence

Evening of Intercessory Prayer
Tuesday, March 28th 7:00 to 8:00 pm.
We have all experienced times in our
lives when we just simply can’t seem to
overcome our sins. Sometimes this is
because there is a deep rooted woundedness we have inherited spiritually
from our families, upbringing, or from
deep sin in our past.
This evening of prayer seeks to break
these “strongholds” that bind us. We
encourage every family to come out
for this evening of prayer.
Rosary Leaders
There are several openings for rosary leaders
before the Saturday 4:30 Mass. Please use the
sign up sheet in the back of church. Thank you.
Readings for the Week of March 26, 2017
Monday
Isaiah 65:17-21; Psalms 30:2 and 4, 5-6,
11-12a and 13b; John 4:43-54
Tuesday
Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12; Psalms 46:2-3, 5-6, 89; John 5:1-16
Wednesday
Isaiah 49:8-15; Psalms 145:8-9, 13cd-14,
17-18; John 5:17-30
Thursday
Exodus 32:7-14; Psalms 106:19-20, 2122, 23; John 5:31-47
Friday
Wisdom 2:1a, 12-22; Psalms 34:17-18,
19-20, 21 and 23; John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
Saturday
Jeremiah 11:18-20; Psalms 7:2-3, 9bc10, 11-12; John 7:40-53

Website: mhtparish.com
Prayer of St. Ephrem for Lent
Lord and Master of my life,
take from me the spirit of laziness,
discouragement, lust for power and idle talk.
Instead grant to me, Your servant,
the spirit of purity, humility, patience and love.
My Lord and King, grant me the grace
to be aware of my own sins
and refrain from judging others;
for You are blessed forever. Amen.
God, be merciful to me a sinner!
God, cleanse me of my sins and have mercy on me!
Blessed Mother Statue
Reminder that the statue of Mary is available
to take home on the weekends. Please
take this opportunity to enter into deeper
prayer and closeness with our Blessed
Mother. Use the sign up sheet in the back
of church .

The family of Loretta (Koenigsknecht) Rademacher
would like to express our sincere gratitude to everyone for
your prayers, support and acts of kindness shown at the
recent loss of our mother. A special thanks to Fr. Dennis
and to the Priests that concelebrated the beautiful Mass
and for their visits; the choir; to the cooks for the wonderful
meal, and to those who brought food in. Everything was
greatly appreciated.
*******************************************************************
The family of Roman Arens would like to extend a heartfelt
thank you to all of our MHT friends and families for their
love and support during Romie’s illness and passing. A
Mass of thanksgiving will be offered.
Director of Youth Ministry
Corey Luna - mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.
Steubenville 2017: We will be attending a Steubenville
Youth Conference June 23-25. The total cost of the weekend will be $285. The online platform for registration is now
available, so if you would like to begin registration, please
go to the parish website and follow the link under Steubenville on the youth ministry page. Once you have registered
online, please print out the registration information and turn
it into the parish office with a deposit of $100. Be sure to
write down your t-shirt size on the printed-out form!

Sponsor of the Week
Our thanks to the many businesses that make it possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish.

Becker’s Bridal
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News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas
Cemetery Clean Up
Spring cemetery clean up will be Monday, April 3rd at 9am,
weather permitting. Please consider joining us to help out.
We are also looking for additional volunteers to join our
summer mowing teams. Please contact Ralph Pung or the
parish office if you are interested.
VFW VA Benefit Meeting
VFW Post 3733 in Fowler will be hosting an informational meeting to discuss any questions Veterans have concerning their VA Benefits. The meeting will be from 4:00
until 8:00 on March 28 at the Post. There are benefits that
Veterans do not realize they qualify for. It will be with the
9th District Service officer and Post 3733 Officers. Come in
and see what benefits you qualify for. This includes all Veterans including all Branch of Service or time in Service. For
further information you can call Gary Chartrand at 989-593
3558.
Our Lady of Fatima - Extended Lent Hours
For your convenience, Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Supplies in Fowler will be open on the MONDAYS of Lent
(March 6th through April 10) from 1-6pm.
We will also extend our hours on FRIDAYS (March 3rd
through April 7th) until 5:30pm.
MHT Scrip Spring Break Schedule

March 26, 2017
MHT SUB SALE

Monday, March 27th, is the last day
to order your delicious sub sandwiches. Subs will be assembled and
available for delivery and/or pick-up on Tuesday, April 25th
between 3:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. at the Activity Center. Ham/salami, ham, turkey and roast beef subs are available. Subs are $2.25 each or twelve for $25.00. Please
contact any MHT student or call the school office (5932616) to place your order.
American Legion Post 380 Walleye/Perch Dinner
The American Legion, Post 380 at 121 N. Mercantile St.,
Carson City is holding a Walleye/Perch Dinner on March
31st and April 14th from 5:00 pm until gone. Adults are
$10.00 and a child portion is $5.00. Walleye or Perch,
French fries, coleslaw, roll, and cookie will be served. Take
outs are available.
Knights of Columbus
Father/Son Breakfast
The Knights of Columbus Father/Son
Breakfast will be held on Sunday,
April 30th in the activity center after
the 8:30 am Mass. The guest speaker will be Robert Rogers. Robert
experienced a tragedy of Biblical proportions when he lost his precious
wife and all four children in a flash
flood in Kansas in 2003.

No orders will be placed during the week of April 3 –
7th. March 27th, will be your last chance to order scrip before Spring Break. Scrip that is kept in stock will be available at the Parish Office from 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. ScripNow and Reload orders will be processed.

Through his immediate trust in God, Robert has risen
above adversity and shared his compelling message
across the country and with ABC, CBS, CNN, EWTN, Focus on the Family, and numerous Catholic churches,
schools, youth rallies, & men’s conferences.

Scrip offers a wide range of gift cards for all of your Spring
Break needs; shopping, dining, entertainment and hotels. Visit shopwithscrip.com for a complete list.

Please RSVP by calling the parish office at 593-2162 or
Dean Schrauben at 593-2545.

Quilting
Quilters are needed to complete a quilt for the 2017 parish
festival. Quilting will begin on March 27th at 9:00 am in the
Msgr. Esper room. For further information, call Lorraine at
593-2136.

Lansing Area Catholic Council on Aging
Spring day of Reflection
Friday April 28th. 9:30am - 3:00pm
St. Francis Retreat Center
Cost is $18
Includes Mass and lunch
Presented by Fr. David Rosenberg
Register online www.stfrancis.ws
Or call 517-669-8321
Clean Community Event
Saturday, April 22nd from 8:00am to 2:00pm Clinton County
residents only – an appointment is required to attend. Registration and more information can be found on the Clinton
County Department of Waste Management website https://
www.clinton-county.org/314/Current-Events. This event is
designed to help residents dispose of reusable household
items, electronics, books, used oil & antifreeze, hazardous
waste, unwanted medications, scrap metal, Freon containing items, tires, mattresses, bulky waste and yard waste

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Regina Martin,
Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin,
Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa
Schulte, Kenny Briganti, Sharon (Thelen) Droste, Theresa
Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala,
Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Julie Wieber Schafer, Irene
(Luttig) Weber, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy
Herta, Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, Steve
Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Msgr. Sylvester Fedewa, Gregg Platte,
Frank Hufnagel, Norman Goerge, Reynold Goerge, Lynda
Esch, Jim O. Koenigsknecht, Agatha Feldpausch, Mindy
Simon, Janet Armbrustmacher (Allan), Marie Weber, Ray
& Janet Armbrustmacher , Janine Kloeckner, Jennifer
Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Adam Pohl and a special intention.
Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you.
Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish
Community who are in the Armed Services.
Our Parish Stewardship
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
March 18 & 19 Collection.…………………......$ 10,890.20
Special Collections
Catholic Relief.………………………….……….…….200.00
Capital Improvements….…………………………….100.00
Newspapers & Periodicals……………………….….. 46.00
Easter Flowers……………………………………….. 150.00
Black & Indian……………………………………….…..25.00
Worldwide Evangelization…………………………….25.00
The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m.
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to
pray for our faith community, may we grow in
fervor and in holiness as we pray together to
know God’s will for us, and the strength to carry it
out.
Church Clean-Up
Church Clean-Up will take place on Saturday, April 1st
from 9:00 am until noon.

Website: mhtparish.com

Monday - March 27
8:15 a.m. + Emily Goerge & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
Tuesday - March 28
8:15 a. m. + Louis & Joan Feldpausch & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family
Wednesday – March 29
6:00 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations &
Stations of the Cross
7:00 p.m. + Joseph V. Thelen (11th Anniversary),
Including Ken, Anne, & Deanne & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family
Thursday – March 30
8:15 a.m. + Carl Stump
Friday – March 31
8:15 a.m. + Daniel Simmon
Saturday - April 1
8:15 a.m. + Joseph & Pauline Martin & Living &
Deceased of the Family
4:30p.m. + John & Helen Kramer, Including Lawrence
& Arlene Mueller
Sunday - April 2
8:30 a.m.
People of the Parish
10:30 a.m. + Helen Fox, Including Paul
Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, April 1 & 2
4:30 p. m. - Clare M. Thelen, Luke Thelen, Bruce Simon,
Gary Schueller
8:30 a. m. -- Jerome Spitzley, John Hufnagel, Kurt Thelen,
Kevin Thelen
10:30 a.m.- David Klein, Brent McCarty, Roy Witgen, Neil
Feldpausch
Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, April 1 & 2
4:30 p. m. - Nolan, Madison & Mitchell Wirth, Charlie Boak
8:30 a. m. - Hanna, Nathan, Jena & Nick Epkey
10:30 a.m. –Christi & Mary Spitzley, Hudson Phillips,
McKenzie Feldpausch
Mass Servers During This Week
Mon., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School Mass
Wed., 7:00 p.m. - Nolan Stump, Chloe Hyland
Thur., 8:15 a.m. - John & Andrew Irrer
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer
Sat., 815 a. m. - Carly & Braedan Andros
Monday’s Mass time has been
changed from 7:00 pm to 8:15 am
Sorry for the inconvenience.
March 26, 2017
Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard
Parish Office Hours 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm

Our next adult retreat is April 7-9th at the
Bethany House in DeWitt. Cost is $150 per person.
Register by going to our website and clicking on the flyer.

To Contact Us:
Parish Office:
593-2162
Fax:
593-2171
E-Mail: office@mhtparish.com
Website:
mhtparish.com
Most Holy Trinity School: 593-2616

