Most Holy Trinity Parish

Third Sunday of Easter

April 30, 2017

The Road To Emmaus
“Were not our hearts burning as within while He spoke to us the way and opened the Scriptures to us? So
they set out at once and returned to Jerusalem where they found gathered together the eleven and those with
them who were saying, The Lord has truly been raised and has appeared to Simon! Then the two recounted
what had taken place on the way and how He was made known to them in the breaking of the bread.”

This past Friday, April 28th I celebrated my 27th anniversary of ordination to the priesthood.
The Gospel for this weekend is referred to as “The Road to Emmaus” passage, where two disciples on
Easter Sunday are leaving Jerusalem, disheartened and ready to abandon the path of discipleship after Jesus’ death. What they do not realize is that this very day, Easter Sunday, the Lord has risen and appears to
the eleven in the upper room. According to the other Gospel accounts, the Risen Lord Jesus has also appeared to Mary Magdalene and now He appears to these two on the road walking to the town of Emmaus.
It’s one of the most beautiful Resurrection accounts. One of the first things St. Luke recounts in the Gospel
passage is the condition of the two disciples: “Jesus himself drew near and walked with them, but their
eyes were prevented from recognizing him.” (Luke 24:5-6) What was it that prevented them from seeing that this was
Jesus? Could it have been that they had given into despair and discouragement? St. Luke does not tell us, but in their dialogue with the Risen Lord we see a glimpse of what may have blinded them?
“They said to him (Jesus), “The things that happened to Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and
word before God and all the people, how our chief priests and rulers both handed him over to a sentence of death
and crucified him. But we were hoping that he would be the one to redeem Israel..” (Luke 24:21)
Perhaps they are blinded by the past, their “hopes” that Jesus was going to be simply an earthly and political Messiah. It’s
interesting that when Jesus meets Mary Magdalene after He has been raised, she too does not recognize Him. In fact after
He reveals Himself to her, He says: “Do not touch me..” Why? Mary was looking for the old Messiah. He is not the
same, He is Risen. The Gospels and the New Testaments accounts of the early church are constantly reminding us of how
those early followers of Jesus had to rethink and see things from a new perspective.
Jesus said this during His earthly ministry: “new wine into fresh wineskins” (Matthew 9:17) The Holy Spirit cannot live in
us if we are “old..” meaning unwilling to grow and change.
I’ve been ordained now for 27 years and have been walking with the Lord for much longer. One thing I will say, when you
decide to follow Christ and live for Him, you are going to have to change, grow, rethink and be willing to be see things in a
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new way. There is no sitting on the fence with the Lord.
That’s the real challenge of being a disciple of Jesus, resisting the temptation of becoming comfortable. If you don’t,
it’s only a matter of time before you give up or become apathetic.
This has been an important discovery and personal journey
for me as a priest. Fear and stubbornness and pride cause
us to not want to change. But change is the way of the
Spirit. One of the saints who has had a big impact on me is
Blessed John Henry Newman. He was a well known Anglican priest in 19th century England. Intelligent, articulate,
respected by his peers, he was destined for high rank in the
Anglican Church. One of the leaders of the Oxford Movement in the Anglican Church which sought to rediscover the
writings of the fathers and historical origins of the Anglican
church, he came across the faith of the early church fathers,
most of whom died a martyr’s death. In his studies he became convinced of the truth of the Catholic faith. He made
the momentous decision to leave the Anglican church and
join the Catholic faith. All his friends and peers abandoned
him, and the faithful of his new church were suspicious of
him. He spent many years lonely and suffering. But in
time, he became a respected member of the Church and
eventually was made a cardinal by Pope Leo XIII. What’s
more, his writings and reflections influenced the fathers of
the Second Vatican Council. I quoted Blessed John Henry
Newman on the prayer card of my 25th anniversary”
“To live is to change, and to be holy is to have changed
often. Fear not that they life shall come to an end, but
rather that it shall never have a beginning.”
If anyone had told me on the day of my ordination that I
would someday live in the United States, work in the ministry of evangelization for 13 years and then end up in the
town of Fowler to be part of a movement of renewal and
evangelization, I would have said “you’re crazy.” But here I
am. And the journey continues.
May all of us be willing to make the changes necessary in
order to be an instrument of God’s will.
God bless, Fr. Dennis
Jerry and Mary Lee Klein have opened
up their home to host our next Witness
to Hope Meeting This will be held on
Tuesday, May 9th at 7pm. These
meetings are designed to provide infor
mation about the campaign and answer any questions that people might have. Please contact
the parish office and let us know if you plan on attending.
.We are currently at 25% of our parish goal, with only 21
pledges made out of our 788 registered parishioners. So
we're off to a great start! Each parishioner has been assigned a "packet" which has a brochure with information
about the campaign and a pledge card. Our hope is to hand
out each of these packets in person at either the public
meetings or through individual meetings. If you are unable
to make the public meetings and would prefer to pick up
your packet at a different time, Adam Halfman is available
to meet with you Monday through Friday in the parish office
from 12 - 3 PM or you can make an appointment outside of
that time. Packets can also be picked up by stopping by the
parish office during normal business hours.

Needed: Someone to design the festival flyer and a couple
of flyers that are posted on the parish website. Flyers need
to be completed and approved by June 15. This is your
shift for the festival.
Needed: Advertising Chair for the festival. The individual can either perform all duties on their own or have duties
performed by parishioners as their shift for the festival. Duties of advertising include but may not be limited to:
1. Obtain volunteer to design festival flyers; have flyers
reviewed and approved by festival chair.
2. Obtain printing paper for flyers; work with parish office
on printing.
3. *Send introduction letter and flyers to parishes asking
them to advertise the festival (by June 27);
4. *Update advertising boards and lighted sign, place in
designated areas (by June 27); take down advertising
boards and sign the day after the festival; (2 or 3 people
needed; trailer needed for moving lighted sign)
5. *Place festival flyers in local communities, radio/TV/
newspaper (6 shifts available and completed by June 27):
a. Fowler
b. Pewamo/Muir/Lyons
c. Maple Rapids/Hubbardston
d. Westphalia
e. St. Johns
f. Radio/TV/Newspaper Advertising. This can be done
via email, on their website, or USPS. There may be varying
deadlines.
g. Festival Day: Place flyers around the festival grounds.
Update advertising information.
*Activities 3 – 5 can be completed by parishioners as their
shift for the festival.
Please give these positions of service to the parish for the
festival your prayerful consideration. If you have any questions, please contact Susie Koenigsknecht at 593-2490.
Mass for Those Who Have
Experienced a Loss of a Child
or a Miscarriage
Many men, women and families
have experienced the loss of a
child through miscarriage or early death. This is a difficult loss,
especially since many years ago our society wasn’t open or
not equipped to deal with these losses. Many people were
told to move on or felt ashamed or never felt they could
acknowledge this kind of loss.
On Monday, May 15th our parish will celebrate Mass at
7:00 pm. for those who seek closure and healing. At the
end of Mass we will have Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Prayer teams to pray with you.
Everyone is welcome to this Mass.

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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Principal of Most Holy Trinity School
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com

MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life
Important Upcoming Dates:
Friday, May 5
Mass @ 8:15 a.m./First Friday
Friday, May 5
Grandparents’ Day
Saturday, May 6
1st Communion Mass @ 4:30 p.m.
Monday, May 8
5th & 6th Grade Robotics
Tuesday, May 9
5th & 6th Grade Robotics
Tuesday, May 9
Mass @ 8:15 a.m.
Friday, May 12
5th – 8th Grade Field Trip
Grandparents’ Day:
Attention Grandparents of MHT
School students. You are invited to Mass, May Crowning,
refreshments and games on Friday, May 5. Mass starts at
8:15 a.m. You can meet your grandchildren outside the
Church so you can sit with them at Mass. The May Crowning will take place at the grotto and then we will head over
to the Activity Center.
2017-18 Registration:
MHT School is
now taking registrations for the 2017-18
school year for students in grades 1 – 8.
You can register online under the registration & Admissions tab on the school page
of
the
parish
website
at
www.mhtparish.com, by using the QR
code above with your smart phone, or by calling the school
office at 593-2616. If you would like to visit the schedule a
visit to the school or would like more information, please
contact the principal, Anne Hufnagel, at principal@mhtparish.com. Doubt Is a Wound: God did not
abandon Thomas in his doubt, nor does he abandon us.
Our God, after all, is full of compassion and patience. Doubt
is a wound we all share. It is a wound that God longs to
heal with his divine mercy. – from the book Meeting God in
The Upper Room: Three Moments to Change Your Life.

Website: mhtparish.com
Director of Youth Ministry
Corey Luna - mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.

Steubenville 2017: We will be attending a Steubenville
Youth Conference June 23-25. The cost of the weekend will
be $285. Online registration is now available, so if you
would like to begin registration, please go to the parish website and follow the link under Steubenville on the youth ministry page. Once you have registered online, please print
out the registration information and turn it into the parish
office with a deposit of $100. Be sure to write down your tshirt size on the printed-out form! Sign up by April 30th if
you would like to be included on a list in the bulletin of
attendees asking for prayers and financial assistance.
Director of Music Ministry
Kayla Feldpausch - kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com
Children’s Choir: Our last Mass of the school year will be
Saturday, May 6 at 4:30 for the First Communion Mass.
Please have children arrive by 4:00 . Rehearsal is Tuesday, May 2 from 3:00-4:00.
Holy Hour to End Abortion
Please join us in church on Mondays and Wednesdays at
10:00 am. for a holy hour to pray for women thinking about
having an abortion.
Quilters Needed
Quilters are needed to complete a quilt for
the 2017 parish festival. Quilting will begin
on Monday, May 1st at 10:00 am and will go
all week in the Msgr. Esper room. For further information, call Lorraine at 593-2136.

Cemetery Foundation Orders
If you would like to have a foundation installed before
Memorial Day, please contact Adam at the parish office by
May 8th.
The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m.
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to
pray for all families, may they model the
traditional values of charity and forgiveness
which help to reveal God’s presence in their
midst
Readings for the Week of April 30, 2017
Acts of the Apostles 6:8-15; Psalms 119:2324, 26-27, 29-30; John 6:22-29
Tuesday
Acts of the Apostles 7:51—8:1a; Psalms
31:3cd-4, 6 and 7b and 8a, 17 and 21ab;
John 6:30-35
Wednesday 1 Corinthians 15:1-8; Psalms 19:2-3, 4-5;
John 14:6-14
Thursday Acts of the Apostles 8:26-40; Psalms 66:8-9,
16-17, 20; John 6:44-51
Friday
Acts of the Apostles 9:1-20; Psalms
117:1bc, 2; John 6:52-59
Saturday
Acts of the Apostles 9:31-42; Psalms 116:12
-13, 14-15, 16-17; John 6:60-69
Monday

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: May 4 from 6:30 8:00 pm and Friday morning after the 8:15 am Mass until
Benediction at noon.
Confessions: Thursday, May 4 before First Friday: after
8:15 morning Mass and 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. or every Saturday:
3:30 - 4:00 p.m. or anytime by appointment
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News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas
Knights of Columbus
Father/Son Breakfast
The Knights of Columbus Father/Son
Breakfast will be held this Sunday, April
30th in the activity center after the 8:30
am Mass. The guest speaker will be Robert Rogers. Robert experienced a tragedy
of Biblical proportions when he lost his
precious wife and all four children in a flash flood in Kansas
in 2003.
Through his immediate trust in God, Robert has risen
above adversity and shared his compelling message
across the country and with ABC, CBS, CNN, EWTN, Focus on the Family, and numerous Catholic churches,
schools, youth rallies, & men’s conferences.
Please RSVP by calling the parish office at 593-2162 or
Dean Schrauben at 593-2545.
Fowler Trailhead Welcome Center
Engraved Brick Orders
It has come to our attention that the 8x8 brick can have six
lines of lettering instead of the four lines on the original order form. We have also been informed that symbols can be
incorporated. If you have already submitted an order form
and would like to change it, please call 989-593-2080 or
stop in the office. The updated form can be found on the
Village
of
Fowler
Facebook
page
and
at
www.fowlermi.com.
Fowler Village Council
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Prayer Intentions
Parishioners wishing prayers for any intention are encouraged to request them either by calling or emailing the parish office or by calling Susie at 593-2490. Your intention
can be anonymous or the individual’s name can be used. It
is your choice.
Anyone interested in joining our Prayer Warrior group
should call Susie at 593-2490. Prayer Warriors are notified by email with prayer requests.

“Returns” for Vocations Reminder
Most Holy Trinity Parish is blessed to have so many of our
young men and women pursuing religious vocations and we
are always looking for ways to continue to show our support
for them. If anyone wishes to donate returnables at any
time they can be dropped off at the Koenigsknecht Farm or
we will arrange to pick them up.
Please call Kurt
Koenigsknecht 224-4058 or Agnes Koenigsknecht 5932614 to arrange for pickup.
Note: This year Returns for Vocations drive is : Saturday
July 8th, 2017
Living Rosary
There will be a living rosary on May 13th at 2:00
pm on the state Capital grounds in Lansing.
Come pray with us and change one heart at a
time.
More information at: http://living-rosary.org

~

Blood Drive
There is a Red Cross blood drive at St. Mary’s
Parish Hall in Westphalia on Monday, May 1,
2017 from 1:00 - 6:45 p.m. As always, the
Red Cross is in need of as many donors as
possible. We hope to see you there! Thank
you!
St. Joseph’s Festival Parade, Pewamo
The Parade Committee of St. Joseph’s Church in Pewamo
invites you to participate in this year’s festival parade on
Sunday, June 11, 2017. The theme will be “At the Movies”,
with cash prizes awarded for the top three floats or entries
using the theme. You do NOT need to register your entry
prior to the parade; line-up begins the day of the parade at
10:30am at the Pewamo Elementary school. The parade
starts at 11:30am. If you have any questions, please contact John and Christie Spitzley at 517-331-1591, or Jarrod
and Kerri Hafner at 989-593-9924.
Speaker Opportunity
Dr. Robert Marko will be speaking Thursday May 11th
7:00 P.M in Portland St. Patrick Parish Hall.
He has twice been a Calvin Christian Summer Scholar
in 2009 on religion and genocide and in 2013 on Eastern
Orthodoxy. He has twice been named a US Fulbright
Scholar in religious studies in Ukraine in fall 2008 and in
fall 2015.
Please plan on attending to learn more about the Church in
the Ukraine and Russia and how attacks on the Church and
family there parallels conditions in the West and United
States.

Our current Friday morning group has completed the
"Consoling the Heart of Jesus" series and is moving on to
"The Wild Goose", which is a 14 part series by Fr. Dave
Pivonka on the Holy Spirit. Meetings begin at 9 AM on Friday mornings, after the 8:15 AM Mass, and end around 10
AM. Everyone is welcome to attend.
Healing Service
On Sunday, April 30, St Mary's in Westphalia is hosting a
healing service led by Fr Mathias Thelen. It starts at 6 PM
and there will be both confession and prayer teams available for anyone that is interested.

Sponsor of the Week
Our thanks to the many businesses that make it possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish.

Koenigsknecht Dentistry

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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1st Publication
Ben Halfman: son of Dave & Cindy
Halfman
Breann Klein: daughter of Dave & Amy
Klein
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Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Regina Martin,
Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin,
Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa
Schulte, Kenny Briganti, Theresa Fox, Marie Hengesbach,
Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Jean
Schafer, Julie Wieber Schafer, Irene (Luttig) Weber, Bill Barns,
Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann,
Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Msgr.
Sylvester Fedewa, Gregg Platte, Frank Hufnagel, Norman
Goerge, Reynold Goerge, Lynda Esch, Jim O.
Koenigsknecht, Mindy Simon,
Janet Armbrustmacher
(Allan), Marie Weber, Ray & Janet Armbrustmacher ,
Janine Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Adam
Pohl, Jordy Wohlscheid, Sharon Becker and a special
intention.

y

Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you.
Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish
Community who are in the Armed Services.
Our Parish Stewardship
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
April 22 & 23 Collection………………………....$13553.48
Special Collections
Cemetery…..………………………….……….……... 112.00
Newspapers…………...……………………………...... 12.00
ETF…………….………………………………………… 45.00
MHT School…………………………………………... 300.00
Easter………………………………...………………….620.00

Oak Conference
Older Adults in the Know

Wednesday, May 10, 2017
8:00AM-3:00PM
Clinton County RESA
1013 South US 27, St. Johns, MI
Drinks, snacks & lunch Included
Cost $5.00 per older adult/family member
If you are an older adult or the caregiver of an older adult
living in Clinton County, then this conference is for you!!
Bring a friend, relative or a neighbor and learn about all the
programs and services available in your own neighborhood.
Topics Include: Living Life to Your Fullest Every Day &
How to Do That, Talking About Things That Matter Most,
Mind Body & Spirit, Staying Safe & Independent, Information & Resources for Older Adults & Caregivers, Matter
of Balance & Healthy Movement Demonstrations
Registration Required
CALL 989-224-1010 to Register by May 3, 2017

Website: mhtparish.com

Monday - May 1
7:00 p.m. + Julius Theis Living & Deceased Members
of the Family
Tuesday - May 2
8:15 a.m. + Emily Goerge, Including Robert Goerge &
Ted & Ann Thelen
Wednesday – May 3
6:00 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations
7:00 p.m. + Karen (Bertram) Brockwell
Thursday – May 4
8:15 a.m.. + Richard Parsons Including Marian, Barbara
& Jeffrey
6:30 p.m.
Praise, Adoration, & Confession
Friday – May 5- First Friday
8:15 a.m. + Pauline Martin Including Joseph & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family
Saturday, May 6 - First Saturday
8:15 a.m. + William & Patricia Rodgers & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family
4:30 p.m. + Ken A. Thelen & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
First Communion
Sunday - May 7
8:30 a.m.
People of the Parish
10:30 a.m.
Clem Thelen & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, May 6 & 7
4:30 p.m. - Clare M. Thelen, Luke Thelen Bruce Simon,
Gary Schueller
8:30 a.m. - Jerome Spitzley, John Hufnagel, Kurt Thelen,
Kevin Thelen
10:30 a.m.- Don Martin, Chris Conner, Steve Spitzley, John
Rademacher
Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, May 6 & 7
4:30 p.m. - Taylor & Trey Bierstetel, Brooke & Emily Epkey
8:30 a.m. - Kayla, Ben & Jack Schafer, Drew
Armbrustmacher
10:30 a.m.- Delanie, Preston & Camden Braun, Chad Klein
Mass Servers During This Week
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Braeden & Carly Andros
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer
Wed., 7:00 p.m. - Grace & Rachel Epkey
Thur., 8:15 a.m. - John & Andrew Irrer
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School Mass
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - Allysa Feldpausch & Ryen Kirvan
April 30, 2017
Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard
Parish Office Hours 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm
To Contact Us:
Parish Office:
593-2162
Fax:
593-2171
E-Mail: office@mhtparish.com
Website:
mhtparish.com
Most Holy Trinity School: 593-2616

