Most Holy Trinity

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

July 16, 2017

“A sower went out to sow, and as he
sowed, some seed fell on the path, and
birds came and ate it up. Some seed fell
on rocky ground, where it had little soil.
It sprang up at once because the soil was
not deep, and when the sun rose it was
scorched, and it withered for lack of
roots. Some seed fell among thorns, and
the thorns grew up and choked it. But
some seed fell on rich soil, and produced
fruit, a hundred, or sixty or thirtyfold.
Whoever has ears ought to hear.’”
Matthew 13:1-23

This week I have asked Paul Fahey to share with us.
God Bless, Fr. Dennis
I was looking ahead at the Mass
readings for this weekend to
come up with some ideas for a
bulletin article and as soon as I
saw the gospel reading I knew
what I should write about.

the time.

As you probably know, the Sunday Mass readings are on a
three year cycle, so the last time
we heard this reading, the Parable of the Sower, was the summer of 2014. I remembered that
because that summer was when
I started working here at MHT
and this reading was a part of
the discussions we were having
about parish evangelization at

So August 1st will mark the end of my third year and the
beginning of my fourth. In those three years, Kristina and I
bought a house here in town, gave birth to our daughter
Lucia, and are expecting our fourth child (Francis Kolbe) in
August. Since we got married five and half years ago we
have moved four times and have never lived anywhere
more than two years - so we are very happy to be able to
call Fowler home. We’ve lived in town a year and a half and
absolutely love being a part of this community and this parish. I’m in a men’s group with other young fathers, Kristina
is a women’s group with other young moms, and our kids
are playmates with kids who will eventually becomes their
friends and classmates. In other words, we’ve found our

fertile soil and are finally able to put down roots.
At the parish, these past three years have also born a lot of
fruit. I’ve had countless opportunities to help students and
adults encounter Jesus and come to know more about Him
and His Church. I’ve been here long enough to see middle
school students I taught in 6th grade enter high school and
start their Confirmation preparation this fall, and the high
school juniors I taught my first year will now be starting their
sophomore year of college. The families in this parish have
raised some really wonderful young adults, and I’m really
grateful to play a small role in their coming to know and love
Christ.
It’s really exciting to look back and see all the ways God
has worked in this parish and the ways He has used me for
His purposes, and it’s even more exciting looking forward
and expecting Him to work even greater things in the future.
Thank you for welcoming me and my family into this community and allowing us to be
an instrument of God’s work
in this parish. I pray the next
three years will bear even
more fruit than the last.
Christ’s Peace, Paul
P.S. The first picture here,
with Kristina and our oldest
son was the one I used for
my very first bulletin article.
The second one was taken
on this past 4th of July with
our middle son and daughter
(who wasn’t even a thought
when I started working
here!).
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Announcements

Vocations Update
Vocations Bottle and
Can Drive

Venerable Father Solanus
Casey to be Beatified

I'd like to thank the
Knights of Columbus
and the whole community on the 12th Annual Knights of Columbus Returns for Vocations Drive.

The Vatican has announced that
Venerable Father Solanus Casey
will be beatified (the second step
toward canonization) on November
18th at Ford Field in Downtown Detroit.
The arrangement follows the historic announcement by Pope Francis
on May 4 that Fr. Casey will be elevated to Blessed in the Roman Catholic Church. Information about tickets for the event will be released by Aug.
15. Ford Field will be set up to accommodate approximately 60,000 guests for the ceremony.
A member of the Capuchin Franciscan Order of St. Joseph
in Detroit and one of the co-founders of the city’s Capuchin
Soup Kitchen, Casey was born November 25, 1870, and
died July 31, 1957. He will be the second American-born
male to be beatified. The first is Father Stanley Rother, a
North American priest who died in 1981 and will also be
beatified later this year.
For questions about the beatification ceremony, please call
the Solanus Center at 313-579-2100 ext. 0 or email
amorris@thecapuchins.org.

Summer workers

Our next date for the young people who want to work with
Father in on Wednesday, July 26th
If you did not fill out a permission form before,
please contact the parish office.
The day begins at 9:00 am. and ends at 12 noon. Father
will provide pizza or ice cream – there is no pay.

Misa en español cada domingo
Spanish Mass every Sunday
¿la hora? 5:00 pm.
¿dónde ?
In the field at the corner of W. Townsend and Thelen Roads
next to Berlyn Acres Dairy Farm
en el campo en la esquina de los caminos de W.
Townsend y Thelen junto a Berlyn Acres Dairy Farm St.
Johns Michigan
desde Fowler conduzca hacia el este por M-21 hasta
Bauer Road y luego gire a la derecha (sur) conduzca una
milla y gire a la izquierda (este) en el camino de Townsend. En media milla gire a la derecha (sur) en Thelen
Road. El campo de fútbol estará a su derecha

There were over 100 volunteers and countless generous
folks who contributed their bottles and cans to the
drive. The drive collected over $6,400 (56,000 returnables
and cash donations). A special thanks to Dean Schmitz
and Schmitz Party Store and Main Street Pizza for donations and discounts, to all those who provided snacks for
the volunteers, to Brian and Agnes Koengisknecht for allowing the volunteers to use their farm and to all those who
contributed the bottles and cans. Next year the fundraiser
will be July 14th 2018.
The money will be distributed to our vocations in the parish: Luke Goerge is working on his education segment so
he can enter the permanent deaconate program. Josh Luttig and Randy Koenigsknecht will be entering St. John Vianney Seminary this Fall, and Sister Holy Family (Marita
Wohlfert). Josh and Randy will be leaving for the seminary
later in August. Please keep them in your prayers.
I ask all our families to pray for vocations to the priesthood
and consecrated life. Our culture is turning in on itself
more and more and the life of the person, who has consecrated their life to Jesus is such an important witness in our
very self-centered culture. Our Holy Father's letter to the
Church on Vocations to the Priesthood and Consecrated
Life writes: "Belief means transcending ourselves, leaving
behind our comfort and the inflexibility of our ego in order
to center our life in Jesus Christ. It means leaving, like
Abraham, our native place and going forward with trust,
knowing that God will show us the way to a new land. This
“going forward” is not to be viewed as a sign of contempt
for one’s life, one’s feelings, one’s own humanity. On the
contrary, those who set out to follow Christ find life in abundance by putting themselves completely at the service of
God and his kingdom. Jesus says: “Everyone who has left
home or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children
or lands, for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold,
and inherit eternal life” (Mt 19:29). All of this is profoundly
rooted in love. The Christian vocation is first and foremost
a call to love, a love which attracts us and draws us out of
ourselves" (Deus Caritas Est, 6).
God bless, Fr. Dennis
St. Joseph Church 25th Annual
Mid-East Food Festival
Friday-Saturday, July 21-22, 2017
St. Joseph Melkite Catholic Church
725 W. Mt. Hope at Rundle, Lansing, MI
Delicious Home-Made Middle Eastern Food
Middle-Eastern and American Desserts
Outdoor or Indoor Dining
Live Entertainment
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Website: mhtparish.com

Director of Religious Education
Paul Fahey—mhtdre@gmail.com—593-3174

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com

If you would like to enroll your child in next year’s Religious
Education classes, please visit www.mhtparish.com/
religious-education and click the "2017/2018 Registration
Form" link.
After you complete the form please submit a check for the
appropriate tuition fees to the religious education office,
parish office, or collection basket during Mass.
The 2017/2018 tuition for Religious Education is:
$125 for one student
$225 for two students
$300 for three or more students
If you are absolutely unable to pay the full religious education fee, please let me know and I would be glad to work
with you on a payment plan. No one will be denied religious
education because of an inability to pay.

MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life

News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas
Fowler Depot Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
A ribbon cutting for the Fowler Depot Welcome Center is
scheduled for Thursday, July 27 at 6:00 PM. Cake and
drinks will be provided. Please plan to attend to celebrate
this nostalgic addition to our town. The car show will also
be in full swing at this time.
Save the Date!
The Knights Family Night to Celebrate Vocations will be held at Cooley Stadium on Friday, August 11. For more information please
see the Knights of Columbus bulletin board at
the east entrance of the church.
Catholic Order of Foresters
The Catholic Order of Foresters Court #2257 will be having
their next membership meeting on Wednesday, July 19th at
7:00 pm at the VFW Hall.
St. Michael in Grand Ledge ~ FunFest
St. Michael Parish in Grand Ledge is hosting their annual
FunFest on Friday and Saturday, August 4th and 5th. Highlights during this year’s festival include: three different
types of tournaments (3 on 3 basketball, archery, and euchre), live music Friday and Saturday night with beer tent,
live and silent auctions, Mass under the big tent August 4th
at 4:30 pm with our famous BBQ Chicken Dinner immediately following, kids games, and much more! To see the full
event schedule and tournament registration information,
please go to funfest.stmichaelgl.org.
Holy Hour to End Abortion
Please join us in church on Mondays and Wednesdays at
10:00 am. for a holy hour to pray for women thinking about
having an abortion.
Church Cleaning
A group of volunteers will be cleaning the church on Saturday, July 22nd from 9am to noon. Please contact Cecile
Feldpausch or the parish office if you are available to help.

Important Upcoming Dates:

Tuesday, August 1
Wednesday, August 2
Thursday, August 3

MARS Camp 10:00 – 11:30
MARS Camp 10:00 – 11:30
MARS Camp 10:00 – 11:30

2017-18 Registration: MHT School will be taking registrations for enrollment throughout the summer months. You
can register online under the registration & Admissions tab
on the school page of the parish website at
www.mhtparish.com or by calling the school office at 5932616. If you would like to visit the schedule a visit to the
school or would like more information, please contact the
principal, Anne Hufnagel, at principal@mhtparish.com.
MHT Scrip – Summer Schedule
Scrip is now available at the parish office from 8:00 a.m. –
3:00 p.m. Monday - Friday. Orders will continue to be
placed each Monday throughout the summer.

50/50 Support the Faith Raffle
Thank you to all who took part in the Knights
of Columbus Support the Faith 50/50 raffle.
This week's winners of $100 each are Jerome Pohl, Joel Thelen, & Randy
Koenigsknecht. Tickets are still available for the remaining drawings and can be purchased by contacting Kurt
Koenigsknecht, Kurt Thelen, Dave Vincent or the Parish
Office.

The families of George and Grant Heckman would like
to extend our sincerest and heartfelt thanks to Fr. Eric,
Fr. Darrel, Fr. Dennis, Fr. Gary, Fr. Larry, Fr. Mason,
Fr. Mathias, and Fr. Pete, as well as the altar servers,
interpreters, Brian and Michaela Flynn and Emily Pohl,
for the very beautiful funeral Mass. Also, thank you to
the Pewamo-Westphalia Community Schools administration and staff, Chris and Alice and the kitchen
help, Lehman Funeral Home, and the St. Mary’s
school children whose contributions to the funeral services were a tremendous help and very much appreciated. We are completely overwhelmed by the generosity of the people in these amazing communities and
cannot find words to adequately express our thankfulness. The outpouring of prayers, support, food, and
love means more to us than you will ever know and
will not be forgotten. In lieu of thank-you cards, a
Mass of thanksgiving will be offered and donations will
be made to Pewamo-Westphalia Community Schools,
Clinton County RESA as well as other organizations
dear to Grant and George’s hearts.
Jeanne, Sam and Claudia
The Heckman Family and the Smith Family
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Most Holy Trinity
Parish Festival News
July 27, 28, 29 & 30
Country Store & Festival Desserts: All families are
asked to donate desserts to the Parish Festival. Below is a
list of possible ideas of what to bring but please feel free to
make whatever is your favorite since that is guaranteed to
be a top seller! Please bring all desserts to the Activity
Center from 9 AM to noon on Sunday, July 30 th. Items
should be placed in non-returnable containers, zip-lock
bags, or other unused bags and marked with the type of
baked good.
Please consider bringing any of the following to donate to
the Country Store:
3 Dozen Cinnamon Rolls
4 Dozen Cookies, Bars, or Brownies
2 Double Crusted Pies
3 Loaves of Homemade Bread
Or
Donate to the Food Court Dessert Prep Station in the
Activity Center by bringing either:
2 Baked Pies or 2 Cheesecakes (16 slices)
Or
Make a $10 donation if you are unable to donate
a baked good
Arts & Crafts: Collection has begun for the Arts and
Crafts donations for the Parish Festival. Don’t think you
are crafty enough to make something? Then be a bargain
shopper! Take advantage of sales. It’s always fun to find
nicer items on sale for the suggested expenditure of $7.
Suggestions: Household, children & baby items. School
or team affiliation, MSU, U of M, Fowler Eagles, Detroit
Tigers. Anything summer. Christmas items don’t move
well.
All women and single men (18 & older) are asked to donate an item of $7. Please include your name with the
item. Donations can be left in designated boxes by all
church entrances. Don’t fret if you miss donating; each
contribution will be accepted at the Arts & Crafts booth at
the picnic.
Car Show: Thursday night July 27 downtown Fowler.
Fowler Downtown Sidewalk Sales: Downtown businesses will have sidewalk sales on Friday, July 28th from 9:30
am – 5:30 pm and Saturday, July 29th from 9:30 am – 3:00
pm.
Special Raffle: This year’s special raffle items are two
handmade crucifixes donated by Domik and Rachel Feldpausch.

July 16, 2017

Volleyball Tournament: 4 on 4 co-ed outdoor tournament
on Saturday, July 29th behind the Waldron Middle School
in Fowler. Cost is $80 per team. There is a competitive and
recreational division. The tournament starts at 8:00 am, but
teams should arrive at least 15 minutes early for registration. To sign your team up, please contact Mitchel Thelen
by phone (989)-640-6950 or email at mitchelthelen@gmail.com or use the online form on the parish website. The deadline to sign up is July 28. Hope to see everyone there.
Touch A Truck: Will take place Saturday, July 29th at 7:00
p.m. on Most Holy Trinity Parish grounds. All boys and girls
are invited to come and see the “Big Rigs” up close. Learn
how they work and find out what all those gadgets are for!
Additionally, up to 100 children’s bicycle helmets will be
fitted and given away compliments of Sparrow Hospital.
Don’t miss your chance to sit in the driver’s seat at Touch
A Truck!
Family Movie Night: This
year’s movie feature is
“Wreck it Ralph”. The
movie will be shown on
Saturday, July 29th on a
large canvas at Fink Field
with concessions under
the pavilion. The movie
starts at dusk.
Come join us for this great family event. If inclement
weather, the movie will be canceled.
3-on-3 Basketball Tournament: Sunday July 30. A registration form and $60 team entry fee are due July 18. Entry
forms are available online at www.mhtparish.com or by
calling Tim Andros at 989-666-3314.
Parade: Sunday, July 30th – The theme is “Video Games”.
There will be cash prizes (1st place - $75, 2nd place - $50,
and 3rd place - $25) awarded for the top three floats using
the theme. Please meet at the water tower by 10:45 a.m.
for registration and instructions. For more information
please call Dave & Amy Klein (989) 640-3535.
Bean Bag Toss Tournament: All kids from 1 to 100 are
invited to give it their best shot in this fun and entertaining
competition Sunday, July 30th starting at 1:00 pm. The cost
is $5.00 per person. Cash prizes will be awarded. Sign up
with Sally or Rob Becker at the Bean Bag Toss table.
Inflatables: The kids will be sure to have a great time all
day when you bring them to the Inflatables. They can jump
all day long (from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.)! Just purchase a
“jump all day wristband” at the inflatable ticket booth.
Euchre Tournament: On Friday, July 29th at the Social
Tent, we’ll be having a progressive Euchre Tournament.
The tournament will be scored on an individual basis so
you don’t have to have a partner. Registration is at 6:30
PM with a 7:00 PM start time and should end by 9-9:30
PM. The cost is $15 to play (plus a quarter for each time
you go set) and there will be prizes available for 1 st, 2nd,
and last place. If you have questions, please contact Kyle
Koenigsknecht at 989-292-0237.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Stop in the church
anytime from 1:00 – 5:00 PM on Sunday, July 30th to
spend time with the Lord in Adoration.
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Reid Scott Schrauben, son of Scott & Nicole (Hanses)
Schrauben.
Caden James Thelen, son of Tom and Kara (Thelen)
Thelen
We welcome Reid & Caden to our Parish Family.
Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Regina Martin,
Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin,
Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa
Schulte, Kenny Briganti, Theresa Fox, Marie Hengesbach,
Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Jean
Schafer, Julie Wieber Schafer, Irene (Luttig) Weber, Bill Barns,
Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann,
Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Gregg
Platte, Frank Hufnagel, Norman Goerge, Lynda Esch, Jim
O. Koenigsknecht, Mindy Simon, Janet Armbrustmacher
(Allan), Marie Weber, Ray & Janet Armbrustmacher, Jenine
Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Adam Pohl,
Jordy Wohlscheid, Sharon Becker, Jennifer Grace
Schrauben, Janet Simon and a special intention.
Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you.
Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish
Community who are in the Armed Services.
Our Parish Stewardship
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
July 8 & 9 Collection…….……………………....$11,960.41
Special Collections
Newspapers…………...…………………………….... 23.00
Capital Improvements.…………………………….. . 35.00
Readings for the Week of July 16, 2017
Monday
Exodus 1:8-14, 22; Psalms 124:1b-3, 4-6, 78; Matthew 10:34—11:1
Tuesday
Exodus 2:1-15a; Psalms 69:3, 14, 30-31, 33
-34; Matthew 11:20-24
Wednesday Exodus 3:1-6, 9-12; Psalms 103:1b-2, 3-4, 6
-7; Matthew 11:25-27
Thursday Exodus 3:13-20; Psalms 105:1 and 5, 8-9,
24-25, 26-27; Matthew 11:28-30
Friday
Exodus 11:10—12:14; Psalms 116:12-13,
15 and 16bc, 17-18; Matthew 12:1-8
Saturday
Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Corinthians 5:14-17; Psalms
63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9; John 20:1-2, 11-18

Website: mhtparish.com

Monday - July 17
7:00 p.m. + Dick Simmon, Including Stasy & Brian
Tuesday - July 18
8:15 a.m. + Richard Schmitz
Wednesday – July 19
6:00 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations
7:00 p.m. + Luke & Joan Becker & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
Thursday – July 20
8:15 a.m.. + Donald Schmitz
Friday – July 21
8:15 a.m. + Joseph & Pauline Martin & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family
Saturday - July 22
8:15 a.m. + Genny Pung, Including Donna White &
Living & Deceased Members of the Family
4:30 p.m. + People of the Parish
Sunday - July 23
8:30 a.m. + Seth Wright
10:30 a.m. + John & Carolyn Koenigsknecht & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family
Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, July 22 & 23
4:30 p.m. - Gary Weber, Keith Weber, Jerome Klein,
Volunteer
8:30 a.m. - Tim Koenigsknecht, Paul Pung, Ryan Pung, Kurt
Koenigsknecht
10:30 a.m.- Stan Weber, Gene Messer, Leon Schneider,
Brian Thelen
Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, July 22 & 23
4:30 p.m. - Nolan, Madison & Mitchell Wirth, Holly Schmitz
8:30 a.m. Ben & Jack Schafer, Drew Armbrustmacher,
Brycen Halfmann
10:30 a.m.- Christi, Mary & Augustine Spitzley, Kiley Bengel
Mass Servers During This Week
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Alayna Vandegriff, Nolan Simon
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - Mia & Emma Riley
Wed., 7:00 p.m. - Faith Phillips, Savanah Martin
Thur., 8:15 a.m. - Evan Curtiss, Ryen Kirvan
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Amber Epkey, Chloe Hyland
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - Alexander Warnke, Tristan Smith
The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m.
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to
pray that our Catholic brothers and sisters around
the world may join their prayers to ours so that
peace among all nations may become a realty.

July 16, 2017
Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard
Parish Office Hours 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm
To Contact Us:
Parish Office:
593-2162
Fax:
593-2171
E-Mail: office@mhtparish.com
Website:
mhtparish.com
Most Holy Trinity School: 593-2616

Sponsor of the Week
Our thanks to the many businesses that make it possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish.

Lowell Granite Company, Inc.

