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Announcements 

My name is Nickie Thelen and 
my family has been fortunate 
to be a part of the MHT parish 
for the past 4 years since we 
moved back to the Fowler ar-
ea.   
 

Last year around this time, I 
was listening to Paul Fahey 
talk after Mass about an open-
ing for an elementary school 
catechist. I had never really 
thought about becoming one, 
but it didn’t take long before I 
started thinking that would be 
something I would really enjoy 

doing. I like teaching my own 
children and most of them were 
now at school so I had some 

more time available in my day. In the past, I had taught 
speech and language skills in a public elementary school 
and had always wanted to bring God into discussions with 
my students. I’m a fan of teaching and of God so I thought 
the two would be a great combination! 
 

This past school year I taught some amazing, loving, inquis-
itive third grade students who helped me grow in my own 
faith because of their many thought-provoking insights and 
questions. When I didn’t know the answer to their question I 
would go home do some research and report back. I also 
had them do the same because I tried to stress to them that 
growing in faith is NEVER ending.  It was exciting to see 
how the students grew throughout the year learning about 
how to make praying a personal experience, listening and 
telling bible stories from the Old Testament, reading and 
memorizing bible verses from the New Testament, acting 
out parables, reciting Catholic prayers, memorizing and ap-
plying the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy in and out-
side of our classroom.  
 

There were a couple weeks during the school year that my 
children were sick and so I would need to cancel religion 
and stay home with them. After a couple missed religion 
classes I could tell the students didn’t appreciate missing 
religion. One student asked me where I had been and I ex-
plained the situation. Another student said when he’s sick 
his parent’s take turns staying home with him so that neither 
his Mom nor his Dad missed too much work. The same 
child suggested that “your husband should stay home with 
your sick kids because you have an important job teaching 
us.” This experience and many others throughout the year 
melted my heart and let me know that religion class was 
having a positive impact on the students and myself.  
 

Many times, when I have felt God calling me to serve I real-
ize that I am the one that grows closer to God in the pro-
cess. Setting time aside to plan lessons, teach, and interact 
with the students helped me to better focus on God’s role in 
my own life. Being a Catechist, this past year was a great 
experience for me and I hope last year’s third-grade stu-
dents would say the same.  
 

Nickie Thelen 

This week I have asked Nickie Thelen to share with us. 
 

God Bless, Fr. Dennis 

Solemnity of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

The Assumption is a holy day  
of obligation.   

 

Masses will be offered on  
Monday, August 14

th
 at 7:00 pm  

and Tuesday morning, August 15
th

 at 
8:15 am  

Venerable Father Solanus Casey’s 
Body has been exhumed and  

examined – another step toward the 
Beatification of Fr. Solanus  

 

The remains of Venerable Fr. Solanus 
Casey were exhumed Tuesday, August 
1

st
  as part of the canonical process that 

precedes the saintly friar’s beatification 
Mass on November 18

.  
The purpose of 

the exhumation is to both officially iden-
tify the body and to collect relics that will be used to vener-
ate Fr. Solanus during the Nov. 18 beatification Mass and 
afterward.  Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron presided over the 
solemn exhumation service, which was limited to a handful 
of individuals, including three medical professionals who 
were on hand to examine the remains and report on the 
condition of the body.  Sometimes the saint’s body is found 
to be incorrupt, which is another indication of sanctity. 
 

Archbishop Vigneron said afterward. “I especially give the 
Lord Jesus thanks for the gift of Father’s service to our 
community, above all to the least among us, and for his 
example of loving our neighbor with nothing less than the 
sacrificial charity of Christ himself. 
 

“This day is a clear milestone on our path to Nov. 18 and 
Father Solanus’s beatification at the Mass to be offered in 
Ford Field. God is sure to give great blessings to all of us 
through this confirmation of Father Solanus’s holiness. For 
this, ‘let us thank God ahead of time,’” the archbishop said, 
repeating Fr. Solanus’ oft-quoted refrain. 
 

Church officials then oversaw the collection of first and sec-
ond-class relics, including pieces of bone, hair or clothing, 
which were secured inside vials to be sent to Rome, where 
they will be catalogued, authenticated and prepared for 
distribution. The body was then reinterred in a new casket, 
sealed by Archbishop Vigneron along with an authentica-
tion document signed by those present, before the arch-
bishop led a closing prayer. 
 

If you are interested in going, please sign the sheet on the 
bulletin board in church or call the parish office.  The Arch-
diocese is issuing tickets by name only - they are free - but 
we must submit the names by Wednesday, August 16th. 

Are you interested in becoming Catholic? 
Haven't practiced your faith but would like to 
come back to the Church? Did you not re-
ceive Confirmation as a child but would like to 

now? Do you have a friend or family member who is interested 
in becoming Catholic?  
 

Please contact Paul Fahey at (989) 593-3174 or via email 
at mhtdre@gmail.com.We would love to talk with you about the 
process to become Catholic and help you grow in your faith! 

tel:%28989%29%20593-3174
mailto:mhtdre@gmail.com
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The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. weekday Mass. 
The intention for this week is  to pray for this faith 
community, may Mary’s joy be a sign to us of the joy that is 
ours when we follow the way of the Lord. 

August 13, 2017 
 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
 

Parish Office Hours 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm 
 

To Contact Us: 
Parish Office:               593-2162 
Fax:                               593-2171 

E-Mail:     office@mhtparish.com 
Website:              mhtparish.com 

 

Most Holy Trinity School: 593-2616 

Director of Religious Education 
Paul Fahey—mhtdre@gmail.com—593-3174 

 

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

If you would like to enroll your child in next year’s Religious 
Education classes, please visit www.mhtparish.com/
religious-education and click the "2017/2018 Registration 
Form" link.  
 

After you complete the form please submit a check for the 
appropriate tuition fees to the religious education office, 
parish office, or collection basket during Mass. 
 

The 2017/2018 tuition for Religious Education is:  
 

$125 for one student 
$225 for two students 

$300 for three or more students 
 

If you are absolutely unable to pay the full religious educa-
tion fee, please let me know and I would be glad to work 
with you on a payment plan. No one will be denied religious 
education because of an inability to pay.  
 

The parish is in need of several catechists this year 
 

Because of staffing changes and retirements, the parish 
has a greater than usual need for grade school catechists 
this year. First, as you probably already know, Aubrey Feld-
pausch is expecting her first child this fall and she wanted to 
stay at home with her new baby. So while we will miss her a 
lot, we're really excited for her and Nolan as they start their 
family together.  
 

Also, after 50 years (!!) of helping with religious ed, Joyce 
Goerge, is retiring this year. I cannot say enough about how 
thankful we are for how much she has given to this ministry 
and for the countless students she has helped come to 
know Christ. Joyce said that St. Therese, The Little Flower, 
played a role in her first helping with religious ed, so let's 
ask St. Therese to pray for Joyce in her retirement.  
 

So this year the parish is in need of a catechist, or a team of 
catechists, to help teach 1st grade, 4th grade, and 5th 
grade.  
 

We also need a catechist, or a team of catechists, to teach 
2nd grade First Reconciliation and First Communion. Be-
sides for teaching the regular religious ed classes for 2nd 
grade, this person (or team) would also need to help with 
monthly events directly related to sacramental preparation.  
 

Finally (because Aubrey was amazing and did so much!), 
we will also need someone, or a group of people, to help 
with the Christmas Gospel Reenactment on Christmas Eve. 
And  we will need some more adult leaders to help with Va-
cation Bible School next year. 
 

The religious ed classes meet during school hours twice a 
week for one hour. Also, all of these positions receive a 
small stipend for every class or event.  
 

Please pray about how you could help with any of these 
positions. Please pray for the Holy Spirit to inspires the peo-
ple He would like to take these roles, and please open your 
heart to the Holy Spirit's promptings and ask if the Spirit is 
encouraging you to help.  
 

Please call (593-3174) or email (mhtdre@gmail.com) me if 
you would like more information or have any questions.  
 

Christ's Peace, 
 

-Paul 

MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life 
 

Important Upcoming Dates: 
 

Thursday, August 17      MARS Camp 10:00 – 11:30 
Tuesday, August 22      MARS Camp 10:00 – 11:30 
Wednesday, August 23      MARS Camp 10:00 – 11:30 
 

2017-18 Registration:  MHT School will be taking registra-
tions for enrollment throughout the summer months.   You 
can register online under the registration & Admissions tab 
on the school page of the parish website at 
www.mhtparish.com or by calling the school office at 593-
2616.  If you would like to schedule a visit to the school or 
would like more information, please contact the principal, 
Anne Hufnagel, at principal@mhtparish.com.  
 

School Supplies:  A list of school supplies for the 2017/18 
school year can be found on our school website under the 
‘Parent Information’ tab. 
 

The Search for Truth:  We must love them both, those 
whose opinions we share and those whose opinions we 
reject, for both have labored in the search for truth, and 
both have helped us in finding it.  – St. Thomas Aquinas 

50/50 Support the Faith Raffle 
 

Thank you to all who took part in the Knights 
of Columbus Support the Faith 50/50 raffle. 
This week's $100 winners are: Wayne Went-
worth, Albert Koenigsknecht, Aggie 

Goerge, and James Jandernoa. 
 
  

MSU Football Games: MSU continues looking for addi-
tional “Volunteers” for their home football games. If you 
enjoy the excitement of Game Day, enjoy greeting & assist-
ing fans, watching the second half for free, and helping our 
Council, please consider becoming a “Volunteer”. For each 
“Volunteer”, MSU will donate $60 to our Fowler Council. 
 

Volunteers Must be 18, but Do Not Need to be K of C 
Members. Ask your Spouse, Family Members, Friends and 
Neighbors. MSU does require a Background Check. 
 

To get a “Background Check Form” or Answers to any of 
your questions, please contact Al Ruhl at 989-593-3321 or 
989-245-4912 (ajruler@4wbi.net) 

http://www.mhtparish.com/religious-education
http://www.mhtparish.com/religious-education
mailto:mhtdre@gmail.com
http://www.mhtparish.com
mailto:principal@mhtparish.com
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Holy Hour to End Abortion 
 

Please join us in church on Mondays and Wednesdays at 
10:00 am. for a holy hour to pray for women thinking about 
having an abortion.  

News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas  

Thinking about priesthood? 
 

Sunday, August 20
th

 at 3:00 pm. 
St. Francis Retreat Center, DeWitt 

 

An opportunity to listen to the  
bishop and our seminarians  

share about their experiences at the 
seminary.  Followed by a time of  
Evening Prayer and then a BBQ. 

 

If you are interested, contact Fr. Dennis and we will  
arrange for a ride to the retreat center from the parish. 

 

An Overnight Discernment Retreat available 
 

Sunday, August 20 – Monday, August 21
st
  

At St. Francis Retreat Center 
You must register for this through the parish 

Contact Fr. Dennis 989-593-2162 

Cemetery News 
 

We will be having 4 trees cut down 
Monday, August 14th starting at 
9am.  Anyone that would like to help 
with this project would be very wel-
come.  It will be the same process 

used the last two years that proved to be very successful.  
Ayles Tree Service will do the cutting down of the trees and 
we will do the clearing away and clean up.  If you have a 
chain saw, please feel free to bring it in case there are piec-
es that need cutting up. Thank you! 

Mother Theresa’s Little Helpers 
 

Our group, Taryn Schmitz, Taylor Weber, Rachel Epkey, 
and Grace Epkey; has raised over $700 in about 1 year for 
a homeless shelter in East Lansing. Haven House is a 
place where families that aren't stable can live until they get 
back on their feet. Haven House has been opened for 60 
years, and has helped thousands of men, women, and kids 
leave behind homelessness. Just last year they helped 141 
families. Our charity would like to help more families get off 
the streets and into a better, safer house and environment. 
Please donate now to help hundreds of families.  

Attention Catholic Homeschool Families 
 

The Raising Saints Catholic Homeschool Enrichment Pro-
gram will begin its 6th year at St. Therese Parish on Friday 
September 15th.  We come together on Friday mornings as 
a Catholic community of homeschoolers to attend Mass and 
to sample the gifts and talents of one another as we supple-
ment what we are doing at home with fun group activi-
ties.  We welcome you to come get to know us and see if 
this is a good fit for your family.  Our Fall Kick-off meeting 
will be Wednesday August 23

rd
 at 6:30PM, our Fall Family 

Potluck will be on Wednesday August 30
th
 at 6PM, and our 

last Summer Mass & Playdate will be on Friday September 
1

st
 starting with 8:30AM Mass at St. Therese Parish.  We 

would love to meet you!  Please contact Kristine Witkowski 
at kristinewitkowski@gmail.com for more information.  

Our Lady of Fatima Statue in St. Johns 
 

St. Joseph Church in St. Johns, MI is once again privileged 
to have the honor of another Fatima traveling statue this 
year on August 29th. Come with your families and friends 
for, meditation and Veneration. The first presentation will 
begin at 1:30pm in the church.  
 

This is not the same statue that visited here last year. The 
Immaculate Heart of Our Lady of Fatima Statue was de-
signed as Our Lady appeared in 1929 to Sr. Lucia in Tuy, 
Spain. The statue was blessed by Pope Francis on October 
23, 2013 and is touring in the Lansing Diocese in August. 
Please set aside this date and join in giving special honor to 
Our Lady during this 100th anniversary of her appearance 
at Fatima. 

Attention Bowlers 
 

All League and Association meet-
ing for all bowlers will be held on 
Tuesday, August 15th at E-Lanes 
starting at 7:00 pm.  Please attend 
- a lot of changes will be made. 

Saginaw Valley Student Ministry 
 

Dear Parishioners of Most Holy Trinity Parish, 
 

My name is Fr. Edwin C. Dwyer. I am the chaplain of 
SVSU. I wish to extend to all of you a heartfelt thank you 
for two reasons.  Firstly, your parish has produced many 
youth who are strong in faith over the years. Some of these 
youth are now SVSU students, and are blessings to my 
ministry there. I look forward to meeting more of your 
young people over the years to help in the building of God’s 
Kingdom on campus. I would certainly recommend any 
priest look into what is being done right in the flock in 
Fowler.  
 

Secondly, I wish to thank you and your pastor, Fr. Dennis, 
for some liturgical supplies you have loaned our ministry for 
the academic year. We do not currently have our own 
chapel on or near SVSU, so we must rent the space we 
use for worship. While our space lends itself quite well to 
the Sunday Eucharistic sacrifice, it certainly helps us when 
we have supplies that are unmistakably Catholic. Thanks to 
your generosity Founders Hall at SVSU will look more like 
a traditional church on Sunday. 
 

I promise that I will offer a Mass for the intentions of the 
faithful of Most Holy Trinity Parish shortly after the school 
year begins.      
 

God be with you.  Fr.Dwyer, Chaplain of SVSU. 

Shared Pregnancy Golf Scramble 
 

Shared Pregnancy Women's Center is hosting its annual 
golf scramble at College Fields on Saturday, September 
16th.   Shotgun start is 9am. There will be a continental 
breakfast, lunch at the turn, gift bag, and prizes.  Player 
registration is $75 individual/foursome is $300. Come out 
for a great day of golf and support Shared Pregnancy so 
they can continue helping women in unexpected pregnan-
cies and walking alongside families with young chil-
dren.  Please contact Aimee at develop-
ment@sharedpregnancy.org or call 517-622-3267 to regis-
ter, sponsor, or donate.  

mailto:kristinewitkowski@gmail.com
mailto:development@sharedpregnancy.org
mailto:development@sharedpregnancy.org
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Monday - August 14 - Vigil: Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary - Holy Day of Obligation 
     7:00 p.m. +  Janice (Thelen) Chapko 
Tuesday - August 15 ~ Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary - Holy Day of Obligation 
     8:15 a.m. +  Paul Sullivan & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 
Wednesday – August 16 
     6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations   
     7:00 p.m. + Clem Thelen & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 
Thursday – August 17 
    8:15 a.m.. + Ignatz & Theresa Koenigsknecht & Living & 
  Deceased Members of the Family 
  10:00 a.m. Mass at Hazel Findlay 
Friday – August 18 
     8:15 a.m. + Harold & Magdalen Armbrustmacher,  
  Including Mark & Janet & Living &  
  Deceased Members of the Family 
Saturday - August 19 
     8:15 a.m. + Richard Fox 
     4:30 p.m.  For the Intentions of Jim & Marsha  
  Koenigsknecht on the Occasion of their  
  50th Wedding Anniversary 
Sunday - August 20 
    8:30 a.m.  + Carl Stump 
   10:30 a.m.  People of the Parish 

Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, August 19 & 20 
4:30 p.m. - Tony Schafer, Jerome R. Thelen, Lonnie 
Schueller, Volunteer 
8:30 a.m. - Dean Platte, Gregg Platte, Nick Platte, Adam 
Platte 
10:30 a.m.- Joe Theis, Terry Theis, Tyler Theis, Jarud 
Koenigsknecht 

Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, August 19 & 20 
4:30 p.m. - Madison, McKenzie, Josie, and Cooper 
Koenigsknecht 
8:30 a.m. - Tricia & Amy Feldpausch, Kylie & Macy Spicer 
10:30 a.m. - Christi, Mary & Augustine Spitzley, Tony 
Piggott 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Regina Martin, Sean 
Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey 
Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, 
Kenny Briganti, Theresa Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward 
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Julie 
Wieber Schafer, Irene (Luttig) Weber, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, 
Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, 
Scott Kus, Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Gregg Platte,  Frank 
Hufnagel, Norman Goerge,  Lynda Esch, Jim O. 
Koenigsknecht, Mindy Simon,  Janet Armbrustmacher 
(Allan), Marie Weber, Jenine Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, 
Josiah Ledger, Adam Pohl, Jordy Wohlscheid, Sharon 
Becker, Jennifer Grace Schrauben, Marian Halfman, Janet 
Simon and a special intention. 
 

Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can 
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

 

Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it  
possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish. 

 
 

Smith Family Funeral Homes 

Mass Servers During This Week 
Wed., 7:00 p.m. - Faith Phillips, Savanah Martin 
Thur., 8:15 a.m. - John & Andrew Irrer 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Roman & Nickolai Schafer 
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - Ella Hufnagel, Bryce Ward 

 

Readings for the Week of August 13, 2017 
 

Monday Deuteronomy 10:12-22; Psalms 147:12-13, 
 14-15, 19-20; Matthew 17:22-27 
Tuesday Day: Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; 
 Psalms 45:10, 11, 12, 16; 1 Corinthians 
 15:20-27; Luke 1:39-56 
Wednesday Deuteronomy 34:1-12; Psalms 66:1-3a, 5 
 and 8, 16-17; Matthew 18:15-20 
Thursday Joshua 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17; Psalms 114:1-2, 
 3-4, 5-6; Matthew 18:21—19:1 
Friday Joshua 24:1-13; Psalms 136:1-3, 16-18, 21-
 22 and 24; Matthew 19:3-12 
Saturday Joshua 24:14-29; Psalms 16:1-2a and 5, 7- 8, 
 11; Matthew 19:13-15 

 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

August 5 & 6 Collection…….……………….......$12,937.55 
 

Special Collections 
Newspapers…………...……………………………....      5.00 
Peter’s Pence………………………………………...…  30.00 

 

Madelyn Eileen Simon, daughter of Michael & 
Brittney (Smith) Simon. 
 

 We welcome Madelyn to our parish family.   

Ushers for August 14 & 15 – Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 
7:00 p.m. – Alan Kramer, Gerry Schomisch, Philip Schmitt, 
Ralph Feldpausch 
8:15 a.m. - Gary Weber, Keith Weber, Jerome Klein, Volun-
teer 

Servers for August 14 & 15 - Assumption of the Blessed 
Mother 
Monday, 7:00 pm - Ben & Jack Schafer, Drew Armbrust-
macher, Owen Simon 
Tuesday, 8:15am - Amber Epkey, Chloe Hyland, Braeden & 
Carly Andros 

 
 

On Thursday, August 17 at 10:00 
a.m. we will be celebrating Mass 
at Hazel Findlay Nursing Home 
in St. Johns. 
 

Please come and join us. 


