
 

This week I have asked Adam Halfman to share with us. 
 

God bless,  Fr. Dennis 

This past week has been a very 
eventful one for me! During the 
beginning of the week, Paul 
Fahey and I spent a couple of 
days in Plymouth attending a 
conference to better learn how to 
serve people affected by same 
sex attraction. At the end of the 
week, I had the opportunity to 

witness a friend from my Central Michigan University days 
make her final vows as a Religious Sister of Mercy. Both 
the conference and the profession were great opportunities 
for me to grow closer to the Lord and I thought they would 
be worth reflecting on for you all in this article, especially 
since the weekend Mass readings connect well with what I 
experienced.  
 

I’ve always been particularly struck by the words of Joshua 
in the Old Testament, and the end of the Bread of Life dis-
course in the Gospel of John.  In the Book of Joshua, the 
Hebrew people are finally entering the Promised Land after 
years of spiritual “boot camp” as the Lord molds them into 
His people and helps them to be cleansed from their de-
sires to return to slavery in Egypt. Joshua calls everyone 
together and essentially challenges them to decide if, now 
that they have arrived to the Promise Land, they will serve 
the Lord or if they will be like all of the others in the country 

and worship the false gods. He concludes his brief speech 
by making clear his intentions for the future as he says, “As 
for me and my household, we will serve the Lord”.     
 

Peter finds himself in a similar situation in the Gospel after 
Jesus finishes teaching about the Eucharist. It’s pretty fasci-
nating to read all of John Chapter 6 and consider the whole 
conversation in context as a back and forth between Jesus 
and the Jews. Oftentimes in Scripture the “discussions” Je-
sus has are with the Pharisees or other religious leaders at 
the time. It’s pretty interesting that this week’s Gospel picks 
up with Jesus being challenged by his own disciples, who 
admit that the teaching of the Eucharist is difficult to under-
stand and accept. I find it a bit ironic that these are the ex-
act same people who witnessed him multiply the loaves and 
fish at the beginning of the Gospel and also walk on water. 
Apparently they are a “what have you done for me lately 
kind of crowd”! They are unsatisfied with the response that 
they get, and as a result many of them who had been fol-
lowing him for a long time decided to leave. It’s worth noting 
that Jesus doesn’t call out to them to clarify or ask them to 
reconsider this decision. Instead, He turns to the Apostles 
and asks them if they too want to leave. One can imagine 
the intensity in the air after a long back and forth conversa-
tion debating the claims that Jesus was making. Talk about 
an uncomfortable moment! Peter responds that there is no-
where else to go, because Jesus has the words of everlast-
ing life. This is a great answer, although,  as Jeff Cavins 
points out, it also suggests that Peter was considering his 
other options and found them lacking. Either way, we can 
give him credit for sticking around when so many others did 
not.  
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The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to 
pray that Americans may grow in appreciation 
for the sanctity of human life from conception to 
natural death. 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Carl Stump, Regina 
Martin, Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, 
Adam Schaefer, Sarah Fox-Klein, Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke 
Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulye, Marla Thelen, Kenny 
Briganti, Jenny Scott, Jeff Pline, Sharon (Thelen) Droste, Theresa 
Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, 
Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Don Simon, Roman Arens, Roy 
Frechen, Paul Soyka, Julie Wieber Schafer, Dan Spitzley, Irene 
(Luttig) Weber, Maryann Esch and a special intention. 
 

Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can 
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

Kade Joseph Feldpausch; Son of Domik 
and Rachel (Thelen) Feldpausch. 
 

We welcome Kade to our parish family. 

From Adam Continued . . .  

In our faith lives, there comes a point where we have to take 
a stand and make a profession of faith in Jesus as our Lord 
and King. Pope Francis has been calling these “Encounter 
Opportunities,” where we take time to realistically consider if 
giving our lives to Jesus is worthwhile. Both Joshua and 
Peter have seen the Lord work in different ways in their 
lives, but they know that following Him is the only way to-
wards fulfillment in this life and the next. One of the most 
fruitful parts of the conference last week was that I heard 
the testimony of four or five people who had lived unchaste 
lives in the gay community and had found freedom in Christ 
and in His Church. One man, Andrew Comiskey, mentioned 
that while he was struggling to find love and acceptance 
earlier in his life, he had always wondered if there was room 
for him at the Cross of Christ next to other Christians. Grad-
ually he went through a conversion and eventually did find 
that love and acceptance in the Catholic Church. He was 
welcomed at the foot of the Cross and encountered Jesus in 
a powerful way so that he was able to give everything to 
Christ. The conference also provided us with an opportunity 
to connect with many people who are working with individu-
als who struggle with same sex attraction and also provided 
us with resources that can help parents who want to reach 
out to a child who might consider themselves gay. In reflect-
ing on my time there, it became clear to me that there is a 
lot that I need to know about this area of ministry and that 
there are tons of great people and resources out there for 
others that want to grow in that knowledge as well. The key 
to all of this is in knowing that Jesus is the same for all of us 
regardless of whatever our struggles are. The question is if 
we are willing to allow Him to take ahold of those struggles 
and give our whole selves to Him.   
 

Which brings me to my experience witnessing my friend 
profess her final vows as a religious sister! (You were won-
dering how I was going to tie this all together didn’t you?!) I 
met Sr. Mary Andrea while we were both at CMU and very 
involved with the Catholic stuff there. She has been a tre-
mendous blessing to me and I’m quite certain that the suc-
cess I’ve had helping people grow in the faith is directly 
linked to her remembering me in prayer each day. Sister 
and I were very close during our last couple of years at 
Central and spent a lot of late nights discussing the way 
God was working in our lives. I can remember very well the 
struggles that both of us encountered as we were continual-
ly challenged to serve Him more fully. She lost her dad early 
in college and later really struggled with her discernment to 
enter religious life, particularly the thought of leaving her 
mom who she wouldn’t be able to see very often.  I’ll never 
forget the day in the spring of our last year in Mt Pleasant 
when she pulled me aside and told me that she was joining 
the Sisters of Mercy. I could see the joy and peace in her 
that was so clear after witnessing the struggle of her dis-
cernment. It’s hard to believe that that day was eight years 
ago and this weekend was a huge reminder of how much 
the Lord has done. Not only in my life, but in hers and all of 
the other CMU friends that came to Saginaw to witness Sis-
ter profess her vows as well. By God’s grace we have all 
been able to continue to give ourselves to the Lord and He 
has blessed us abundantly. Below, is a picture of the group 

that gathered together for Sister’s profession of vows. 
You’ll notice that the group of young college kids has now 
grown to include two priests, a religious brother, another 
sister and some married couples with amazing young fami-
lies! And this is really only a small percentage of the larger 
group that we have all been a part of! 
 

I hope that my experiences this past week and the read-
ings from this weekend give you the opportunity to reaffirm 
your commitment to Jesus, regardless of the struggles that 
you face. Whether it’s a confident “I will serve the Lord!” or 
a not so confident “I have nowhere else to go,” we can be 
sure that Our Lord will meet us where we are and bring His 
love. In time, we will be able to look back and see that 
even if the struggle is still there, our lives are different be-
cause of that choice to give ourselves to Him. Always re-
member that our God is never outdone in generosity and 
He always rewards us for the gifts that we give to Him!  



Office Phone:  989-593-2162 Page  3 Website:  mhtparish.com 

Announcements 

Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it possi-Our thanks to the many businesses that make it possi-Our thanks to the many businesses that make it possi-Our thanks to the many businesses that make it possi-
ble for the bulletin to be costble for the bulletin to be costble for the bulletin to be costble for the bulletin to be cost----free to our parish.free to our parish.free to our parish.free to our parish. 

 
 

Rich-Ro Dairy LLC 

 

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

 MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life 
 

Thursday, Sept. 3 Open House 5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 8 First Day of School 
Thursday, Sept.10 First School Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
 

Summer Office Hours:  The school office will resume reg-
ular hours beginning Monday, August 24.  The office will be 
open from 8:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. and from 1:00 p.m. 
until 3:00 p.m. daily.  Yearbooks, report cards and stand-
ardized testing results are available for pick up.   
 

Polo Shirts:  While the new dress code does not require 
the navy polo shirts to have the school logo, we do have 
some still available for purchase.  New shirts are $10 and 
used are $5.   
 

New Teacher:  Please welcome our newest MHT School 
staff member.  My name is Jamie Drabek (Price). I have 
gladly accepted the part-time 3rd Grade Math and Reading 
teaching position at Most Holy Trinity Catholic School. I am 
a graduate of Fowler High School and currently live in 
Fowler with my family; husband R.J. Drabek, daughter Ellee 
and son Brantlee.  I graduated with honors from CMU in 
2014 with a Bachelors Degree and major in Elementary 
Education and a Reading minor. My special education stu-
dent teaching was completed at Shiawassee RESD and my 
general education student teaching was completed at Oak-
view Elementary in St. Johns. I am very excited to join the 
MHT staff and look forward to working with the students 
and families in our community. 
 

Parents are the ones who must create a family atmosphere 
animated by love and respect for God and man, in which 
the well-rounded personal and social education of children 
is fostered. Hence the family is the first school of the social 
virtues that every society needs. – from The Enduring Faith 
and Timeless Truths of Fulton Sheen. 

MHT School Dinner Raffle 
 

You are invited to join the 80s party celebration on Novem-
ber 7th! You can win auction items that include golf packag-
es, overnight stay, men’s wallet, certificates to local busi-
nesses, and canoe trip packages.  Thanks to the following 
donors: Rehmann’s, Greg Hungerford- State Farm Insur-
ance, The Rosary Book & Gift Shoppe, Twin Oaks, The 
Shack, and Buckley’s Mountainside Canoes. 

MHT Scrip 
 

Scrip will be available in the school office beginning Mon-
day, Aug. 24, from 8:00 to 12:00 and 1:00-3:00.  Remember 
to pick up scrip for all your back to school shopping needs.  

Persecution of our Brothers and 
Sisters in Syria: On Monday, 
September 14th at 7 pm. at St. Joseph’s 
Melkite Catholic Church there will be an 
evening of personal testimonies and first
-hand accounts of what is happening to 
Christians in Iraq, Syria, Lebanon and 
Palestine.  There will also be an evening 

prayer service and Middle-Eastern hospitality in the parish 
hall.  The terrible conflicts in the Middle East weighs heavily 
on the hearts and minds of many around the world.  The 
news we receive is often incomplete.  The Christian 
community in the Middle East has been present since the 
time of the apostles and forces now are seeking to drive 
them out of their homeland or destroy them.  On September 
14, the Feast of the Holy Cross has been a traditionally 
significant feast in the Middle East.  Please come and join 
Fr. James Graham and his congregation at St. Joseph’s the 
Betrothed Parish and all those concerned for the Christian 
community in the Middle East.  St. Joseph is located at 725 
West Mt. Hope at the corner of Rundle St. in Lansing. 
 

Courage/Encourage: Courage is a spiritual support group 
helping Catholic men and women live in accordance with 
the Catholic Church’s teaching on same-sex attraction. 
Courage members strive to develop lives of interior chastity 
in union with Christ, through participation in the sacraments, 
prayer, fellowship and moral support. For their latest 
information you can go online at:  http://
www.dioceseoflansing.org/sites/default/files/files/
courage_0515.pdf  
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Director of Religious Education 
Paul Fahey—mhtdre@gmail.com—593-3174 

News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas 

Director of Evangelization & Faith Formation 
Andrea Schneider - adultfaithmht@gmail.com 

Religious Ed: Please register at www.mhtparish.com/
religious-education and click the “2015/16 registration form” 
link or you can get a paper form in the parish office. 
 

RCIA: Are you interested in becoming Catholic? Haven't 
practiced your faith but would like to come back to the 
Church? Or would you like to learn more about the faith? 
 

Please contact Paul Fahey at (989) 593-3174 or via email 
at mhtdre@gmail.com or Adam Halfman at (989) 593-2162 
or via email at mhtyouth@gmail.com. We would love to help 
you grow in your faith! 
 

Catechists Wanted:  Has God put in your heart a love for 
the Catholic faith? Are you looking for a way to share that 
faith with the next generation? Do you have a passion for 
teaching? 
 

The parish is looking for catechists to help teach grade 
school and high school students in religious education. 
Never run a class by yourself? Don't worry, we will pair you 
with another catechist. 1st - 8th grade meet twice a week 
during school hours from September through May and 9th - 
12th grade meet Monday evenings from September through 
March.  
 

Ask the Lord if you think He is calling you to this important 
ministry. Contact Paul Fahey if you are interested or want 
more information.  

We have expanded our social networking, you can now fol-
low us on twitter and instagram.   
 

https://twitter.com/MHTParish  
https://instagram.com/mhtparish/ 

Knights of Columbus Support the Faith Raffle 
 

Thank you to all who took part in the 
Knights of Columbus Support the Faith 
50/50 raffle.  Last week's winners of $100 
each were: Chuck Thelen, Gerald Thelen, 
Michael Boog, and Tom Armbrustmacher. 
Ticket sales exceeded the initial goal, so 
one $500 drawing remains, tickets are still 

available and can be purchased by contacting Kurt 
Koenigsknecht or Kurt Thelen. 

Marian Pilgrimage  
 

Please join us for an exciting and faith 
filled pilgrimage to Medjugorje Nov. 2-13, 
2015. Fr. Bill Ashbaugh and Fr. Prabhu 
Lakra both from the Lansing Diocese will 
travel as pilgrim priests. Medjugorje is a 
small village in Eastern Europe where the 
Blessed Mother has allegedly been 
appearing to 6 visionaries for the past 30 
years. You will visit many sights including 

Apparition Hill and Mt. Kriecivec. Miki Musa will be our 
guide and he is the top guide of the area. For much more 
information please contact Nancy Duey at 517-518-1222 or 
at nancymedj@gmail.com. 

Senior Appreciation Mass and Luncheon 
 

Every year the Diocese of Lansing celebrates the many 
contributions of our senior parishioners who give their time 
and talents and offer their prayers for every aspect of our 
parishes. The Annual Senior Appreciation Mass and lunch-
eon for the Lansing area will be held Tuesday, September 8 
at 11:00am at St. James Parish, 1010 South Lansing St,. 
Mason followed by a lunch in the parish hall. A free will col-
lection will be accepted at the luncheon. Reservations are 
necessary. Please call the parish office 593-2162 before 
noon on Tuesday, September 1 to register. 

Marriage Enrichment Date Night  
 

Come celebrate your marriage by 
attending “It Takes Three” at St 
Mary's Westphalia on Saturday, 
September 19. Dress up, enjoy a 
catered meal, and listen to local 
speakers about how they have put 
God at the center of their marriages. 

Cost is $35 a couple. Please RSVP and direct payment to 
the parish office by September 1st, 989-587-4201. Also 
check out our It Takes Three Facebook page! For further 
questions, email Dana at danabengal@hotmail.com. 

Blood Drive 
 

The VFW will be sponsoring a blood drive on August 24th 
from 12:30 to 6:30 pm at Most Holy Trinity Activity Center. 

St. Therese of Lisieux: The Little Way for Everyone 
 

Learn about the life, teaching, and awesome testimonies in 
this one-day retreat. Understand the meaning of Jesus' 
words to "become like little children." Two dates to choose 
from: September 23 - or - October 17 from 9:30am-3:30pm 
at St. Francis Retreat Center in DeWitt and includes morn-
ing coffee/snacks, lunch and materials. Cost is $65 or $55 
for seniors 60 and older. Directed by Tony Sperendi. Con-
tact the retreat center for info and registration at 
www.stfrancis.ws or 517-669-8321. 

Magnificat 
 

Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Supplies now carries the 
Magnificat which contains daily readings, prayers and 
meditations. It is available in small and large print and also 
in a child’s version. Store hours are Tuesday - Friday 10am-
4pm and Saturday 10am-3pm. Pick up your copy today! 

Heartening the Faithful through Turbulent Times  
 

Sept. 3, 2015, Thurs., 6:00 pm Holy Hour with Rosary and 
Benediction, 7:15 pm talk by Charlie Johnston who will give 
many suggestions about how to prepare spiritually to han-
dle any difficulties that we will face in life at Queen of the 
Miraculous Medal Church, 1111 Carlton Blvd., Jackson, MI. 
No cost to attend; No free will offering. Sponsored by the 
Marian Peace Center of Lansing. For more info., 
see: www.charliejohnston.org. Email questions to: nex-
trightstep@aol.com 
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Monday - August 24 
     7:00 p.m. + Troy Miller (4th Anniversary) & Living &  
  Deceased Members of the Family 
Tuesday – August 25 
    8:15 a.m. + Leonard Simon & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 
Wednesday – August 26 
     6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations 
     7:00 p.m. + Elden H. Thelen 
Thursday – August 27 
    8:15 a.m. +  Clarence Simon 

Friday – August 28 
     8:15 a.m. + Tammy (Thelen) Fox 
Saturday - August 29 
     8:15 a.m. + Louis & Eleanor Schmitt 
     4:30 p.m.  People of the Parish 
Sunday - August 30 
     8:30 a.m. + Marvin Simon 
   10:30 a.m. + Helen Wirth & Living & Deceased Members 
  of the Family 

Mass Servers During This Week 
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Cyrus Carbone, Kiley Bengel  
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - Emma & Brycen Halfmann 
Wed., 7:00 p.m. - Ben Schafer, Ryan Snyder  
Thur., 8:15 a.m. -  Christi Spitzley, Trey Thelen  
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Austin Vandegriff,  Drew Armbrustmacher  
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - Jack Vanneste, Taylor Weber  

Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, August 29 & 30 
4:30 p.m. – Clare M. Thelen, Luke Thelen, Bruce Simon, 
Gary Schueller 
8:30 a.m. – Jim Braman, Jerome Spitzley, John Hufnagel, 
Kurt Thelen 
10:30 a.m. – Stan Weber, Gene Messer, Leon Schneider, 
Brian Thelen  

Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, August 29 & 30 
4:30 p.m. – Brandon Platte, Kendra Koenigsknecht, David 
& Brian Armbrustmacher  
8:30 a.m. - Hanna, Nathan & Jena Epkey, Olivia Esch  
10:30 a.m. - Delanie, Preston & Camden Braun, Mariele 
Feldpausch  

Readings for the Week of  
August 23, 2015 

 
Monday Revelation 21:9b-14; Psalms 145; John 1:45-
 51 
Tuesday 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8; Psalms 139; Matthew 
 23:23-26 
Wednesday 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13; Psalms 139; 
 Matthew  23:27-32 
Thursday 1 Thessalonians 3:7-13; Psalms 90; Matthew 
 24:42-51 
Friday 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; Psalms 97; Matthew 
 25:1-13 
Saturday 1 Thessalonians 4:9-11; Psalms 98; Mark 
 6:17-29 

Did You Know? 
 

Homilies on Line: Fr. Dennis’ homilies can be found on 
our Parish website. 
 

Prayer Requests on Line: If you have a prayer intention, 
you can go online on the Parish website and connect with 
the link for prayer request.  Your request will be confidential 
and we will pray for your needs at our daily Masses. 
 

Please Let Us Know: If anyone is in the hospital or in 
need of Holy Communion on Sunday, please call us so that 
we can make sure that their spiritual needs are met. 
 

ACH Direct Withdrawal: We now have the capability to do 
ACH direct withdrawal from your savings or checking, to 
the Church checking. Anyone interested in more infor-
mation or to sign up, please stop by the rectory office.  If 
you are interested in signing up, please bring with you, a 
deposit slip for savings or a canceled check for checking. 
These are required from our bank for audit purposes this 
allows us a accurate copy of your routing number on file. At 
this time we are offering a biweekly option, as a cost sav-
ings we are staying away from weekly transactions. If there 
is an interest in other options such as monthly, quarterly, or 
annual we will review it at that time. 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

Amount needed each weekHHHH....HHH.$13,200.00 
August 15 & 16 CollectionHHHHH..H.H...   10,579.86 
Shortage..HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH. -  2,620.14 
Envelopes used:  170 

SafeCenter 5k Run for a Strong Community 
 

A 5k-Run Fundraise will again be held at the DeVries Na-
ture Conservancy in Owosso on Saturday September 26, 
2015. All the proceeds will go to stopping domestic and sex-
ual violence in Clinton and Shiawassee counties. Check out 
the Facebook page below and register online.  
 

https://www.facebook.com/SafeCenter5kOwosso 
https://runsignup.com/Race/MI/Owosso/SafeCenter5k 

 

Also, if you're interested in volunteering, please let us know. 
Your volunteer work is very valuable to this race. 

Attention Single Men and Women (mid 30s&up)  
 

Lansing Catholic Singles invite you to their upcoming 
events: Sept. 11 – Dinner and a Play. Meet at the Log Jam 
restaurant in Grand Ledge for dinner at 6pm. After we’ll 
head to Fitzgerald Park and the Ledges Playhouse to Over 
the Ledge Theatre’s showing of Neil Simon’s Barefoot in the 
Park at 8 pm. Tickets are $10 payable at box office. Sept. 
18 – Miniature Golf and Happy Hour. Meet at 5:30 pm at 
Funtyme Adventure Park East in Okemos for a round of putt
-putt. Cost is $6. After we’ll go to Leo’s Lodge for a late hap-
py hour. For more information call (517)321-7886 or email 
lansingcatholicsingles@live.com. New members welcome! 

Westphalia Bowling League 
 

The Westphalia Wednesday Night K of C Bowling League 
has openings for two teams. If interested, contact Don 
S ch r auben  a t  9 89 - 587 - 6 898  o r  e -ma i l : 
schraubend@4wbi.net 


