
This week I have asked Josh Luttig to share with us. 
 

God Bless, Fr. Dennis 

 

“Whoever wished to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.  
For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will 
find it.  What profit would there be for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life?” 

                                                                            Matthew 16: 24-26 

Fr. Dennis has asked me to share 
my witness and how I have come to 
the desire to discern the priesthood 
full-time this fall.  Both my faith jour-
ney and thinking about priesthood 
began around the time of my first 
Holy Communion. 
 

I remember after my first Holy Com-
munion, when I received my first 
Rosary, I would pray it every night.  
If my mind wandered while saying a 
Hail Mary, I would force myself to 
start over again.  If I woke up the 

next morning and realized that I had fallen asleep before I 
was done, I got mad at myself because I had the wrong 
impression that I needed to be perfect in order to be accept-
ed by God.  I saw God as someone who had a lot of re-
quirements and demanded perfection.  I saw prayer, going 
to Mass, and following the commandments as require-
ments, rather than gifts that God had given me to grow in 
holiness.  Instead of doing these things with love for God, I 
was always scared that I wasn’t doing them good enough.  I 

would get very angry with myself when I failed because I 
had the wrong impression that God wouldn’t accept me if I 
wasn’t perfect.  This attitude and mindset continued into 
middle school, when I began to think more deeply about the 
faith.  This was also when I thought about priesthood for the 
first time.  As soon as it came to mind, I quickly threw it out 
because I didn’t see it as a possibility for someone with my 
flaws to serve God as a priest. 
 

Throughout the years, God kept giving me gentle nudges to 
think about the priesthood, but I didn’t give it another 
thought until a few years later.  My wrongful attitude to-
wards my relationship with God continued up until my 
eighth grade year, when I went on my first retreat.  While I 
was there, I noticed that the high school teens that were 
leading it had this peace and joy that came with their faith.  I 
was very jealous of this, as my quest for perfection had lead 
to anxiety, rather than peace in my life. 
 

Realizing that I could actually have a loving relationship with 
the person who created me, I decided to learn more about 
the faith after the retreat.  I went about this by reading, go-
ing on other retreats, and talking to helpful people such as 
Fr. Dennis and Adam.  Now that I had learned about what a 
relationship with God looks like, I was excited to grow in 
faith instead of scared of not being good enough.  This new 
attitude lead me to get involved more with the parish and I 
started playing guitar during Mass, helping out and leading 
retreats, and volunteering much more.  I had finally gotten a 
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Announcements 

50/50 Support the Faith Raffle 
 

Thank you to all who took part in the Knights 
of Columbus Support the Faith 50/50 raffle. 
This week is the final drawing.  The $500 
winner is:  Anne Martin.  

 

Altar Server Training 
 

The next date for altar server training is 
Sunday, September 24th after 10:30 Mass 
in the church.  Please plan on your child 
attending if you have signed your child up 
and they have not yet been trained.  

 
Please Make Note 

 
 

The parish office will be closed on Labor 
Day, Monday, September 4. 

taste of the peace and joy that I had first seen on the eighth 
grade retreat. 
 

Throughout this whole time, God had been patiently waiting 
for me to examine the thoughts I had been having about the 
priesthood.  I knew that I couldn’t push the thoughts aside 
any longer, and I believed that I was finally in a place now 
where I can truly discern what God is calling me to do in the 
future.  I brought this up to Fr. Dennis in spiritual direction, 
and he walked me through how he came to discern his vo-
cation.  I then got in contact with Fr. John Linden, the Voca-
tions Director for our diocese.  We talked and he gave me a 
book called To Save A Thousand Souls by Fr. Brett Bran-
nen.  This was a great practical book to discerning diocesan 
priesthood, and I would recommend it to anyone discerning.  
I brought all my questions and worries to prayer, and over 
time, He replaced my worries and fears with joy for His will 
and peace. 
 

There are many reasons why I want to become a priest.  
One reason is because of the impact that priests can have 
on people.  Fr. Dennis has helped me develop spiritually, 
and I would like to lead as many people to the Lord as I can 
with my time here on Earth.  Another reason is the sacra-
ments.  They have played such a crucial role in my life and 
development.  Just one example of this is through Confes-
sion.  Through the Sacrament of Reconciliation, I have been 
able to receive the mercy and forgiveness for the ways that 
I have failed.  This was crucial in my effort to get past my 
own failures and forgive myself.  I would love to be able to 
help people receive grace in that way.  I think the most im-
portant reason I want to become a priest is the desire to 
save souls.  Of course, everyone is called to this in one way 
or another, but the priesthood is specifically designed to 
help people get to heaven through the sacraments and min-
istering through the authority of the Church. 
 

I am extremely excited to begin seminary this fall.  Learning 
more about the priesthood and what God is calling me to 
has always been exciting, and I look forward to continuing 
this process in a full-time manner now.  The encouragement 
from our community thus far has been very supportive, and 
I ask for your continued support and prayers as I dive into 
the next chapter of life. 
 

God Bless,  Josh Luttig 

Ecumenical News 
Russian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill said that the Moscow pa-
triarchate and the Vatican were close to agreement on the 
situation in Ukraine, after an August 22 meeting with Cardi-
nal Pietro Parolin, the Vatican Secretary of State. “We 
greatly appreciated that this time, we found a mutual under-
standing on the role that our churches must play concerning 
the reconciliation of the population in Ukraine,” the Russian 
patriarch said. He added that churches “cannot play any 
other role if not one of peacemaking”. 
 

Patriarch Kirill’s statement is particularly significant because 
the Russian Orthodox Church has frequently blamed the 
Byzantine-rite Ukrainian Catholic Church for fomenting divi-
sions in Ukraine. Tensions over the role of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church, in a country that the Moscow patriarchate 
regards as its “canonical territory,” have troubled relations 
between the Vatican and the Russian Orthodox Church for 
years, since the Catholic Church in Ukraine burst into vigor-
ous activity after the fall of the Communist regime. 
 

Cardinal Parolin spoke with Patriarch Kirill about the expan-
sion of ecumenical ties between Rome and Moscow, which 
took a dramatic step forward when Pope Francis met with 
the Russian patriarch in Havana. This year, more than 2.3 
million Russians venerated the relics of St. Nicholas, which 
were displayed in Moscow and St. Petersburg, on loan from 
the Catholic cathedral of Bari, Italy. Cardinal Parolin re-
marked that this massive display of faith illustrates the 
depth of belief that unites the Catholic and Orthodox faithful. 
“The ecumenism of holiness is real,” he said; “it exists.” 
 

During their talk, held at the Danilovsky monastery, the car-
dinal and the patriarch also discussed the plight of Chris-
tians in the Middle East, agreeing that they should cooper-
ate in providing support for those in need. 
 

Louisiana court to weigh case involving abuse com-
plaint, confessional seal 
A Louisiana judge has refused to dismiss a lawsuit that re-
volves around a priest’s refusal to report sexual abuse that 
was disclosed in a confession.  The plaintiff, Rebecca Ma-
yeux, has sued Father Jeff Bayhi and the Diocese of Baton 
Rouge, saying that the priest should have reported to au-
thorities when she (Mayeux) told him that she had been 
abused. Father Bayhi, citing the absolute secrecy of the 
confessional, has said that he cannot testify about what he 
was told—or even confirm that he heard Mayeux’s confes-
sion.  The case has already been before the Louisiana Su-
preme Court, which upheld the confessional seal in a ruling 
last year, saying that Father Bayhi cannot be required to 
testify about what he heard in a confession. The case is 
ongoing.  All of us need to pray so that the sacred seal of 
confession is protected. 
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News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas  

Director of Religious Education 
Paul Fahey—mhtdre@gmail.com—593-3174 

 

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

Religious Education classes for all grades begins on 
Monday, September 11th! 1st-8th grade will meet dur-
ing the school day. High School students will meet in 
the church at 7:00pm for Mass and Adoration.  
 
If you haven't registered for religious ed yet please vis-
it: mhtparish.com/religious-education and click the 
"2017/2018 Registration Form" link.  
 

After you complete the form please submit a check for the 
appropriate tuition fees to the religious education office, 
parish office, or collection basket during Mass. 
 

The 2017/2018 tuition for Religious Education is:  
 

$125 for one student 
$225 for two students 

$300 for three or more students 
 

If you are absolutely unable to pay the full religious educa-
tion fee, please let me know and I would be glad to work 
with you on a payment plan. No one will be denied religious 
education because of an inability to pay.  
 

The parish is in need of several catechists this year 
 

Because of staffing changes and retirements, the parish 
has a greater than usual need for grade school catechists 
this year.  
 

This year the parish is in need of a catechist, or a team of 
catechists, to help teach 1st grade, 4th grade, and 5th 
grade.  
 

We also need a catechist, or a team of catechists, to teach 
2nd grade First Reconciliation and First Communion. Be-
sides for teaching the regular religious ed classes for 2nd 
grade, this person (or team) would also need to help with 
monthly events directly related to sacramental preparation.  
 

Finally we will also need someone, or a group of people, to 
help with the Christmas Gospel Reenactment on Christmas 
Eve. And we will need some more adult leaders to help with 
Vacation Bible School next year. 
 

The religious ed classes meet during school hours twice a 
week for one hour. Also, all of these positions receive a 
small stipend for every class or event.  
 

Please pray about how you could help with any of these 
positions. Please pray for the Holy Spirit to inspires the peo-
ple He would like to take these roles, and please open your 
heart to the Holy Spirit's promptings and ask if the Spirit is 
encouraging you to help.  
 

Please call (593-3174) or email (mhtdre@gmail.com) me if 
you would like more information or have any questions.  

MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life 
 

Important Upcoming Dates: 
Tuesday, September 5        First Day of School 
Friday, September 8        Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Thursday, September 14      Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
          Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
 

School Starts:  As we open our doors again this Tuesday 
for our first day of the 2017/18 school year, I am in awe at 
how fast the summer days have gone by.  I find myself 
wishing for one more week or day.  Yet, I am also excited 
about the new beginning that lies before us.  We most cer-
tainly will face challenges but we will also have numerous 
opportunities to celebrate success.  I pray that the Holy 
Spirit is with each of us as this next week as we return to 
the hustle and bustle that every school year ultimately 
brings.  May He give us the patience, wisdom, and under-
standing to handle everything that comes our way.  
 

School Supplies:  A list of school supplies for the 2017/18 
school year can be found on our school website under the 
‘Parent Information’ tab. 
 

Work & Virtue:  Thank God every morning when you get 
up that you have something to do which must be done, 
whether you like it or not.  Being forced to work (school), 
and forced to do your best, will breed in you temperance, 
self-control, diligence, strength of will, content, and a hun-
dred other virtues which the idle never know. – Charles 
Kingsley  

Lansing Catholic Singles (mid 30s&up)) 
 

Invite all single men and women to join them on Sept. 16 
for Dinner and a Play. Meet at Log Jam restaurant in Grand 
Ledge for dinner at 5:45 pm. After we’ll head to Fitzgerald 
Park and the Ledges Playhouse to Over the Ledge Thea-
tre’s showing of the comedy Moon Over Buffalo at 8 
pm.  Tickets are $10/$8 (55+) payable at box office.  Join us 
for dinner only, dinner & theatre, or theatre only.  For more 
information phone (517)321-7886 or email lansingcatholic-
singles@live.com.  New members always welcome! 

Director of Music Ministry 
Kayla Feldpausch - kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com 

Adult Choir, Adult Contemporary Group, and Youth 
band: Our first rehearsal of the year will be a group re-
hearsal held on Wednesday, September 6 at 7:30 PM. 
We'll take some time to catch up, pray together, and go 
over the rest of the Mass parts from the new setting. After 
that, rehearsals will return to regular times (Adult Contem-
porary Group at 7:00 on Tuesdays, Adult Choir at 7:30 on 
Wednesdays, and Youth band at 7:00 on Thursdays). Full 
schedules will be posted to the website and handed out in 
practice.  
 

Children's Choir: Our first rehearsal will be Tuesday, Sep-
tember 12 from 3:00-4:00. I will be handing out forms at 
MHT school and in religious ed classes, so please bring 
those to the first rehearsal! If you don't receive a form be-
fore rehearsal starts, they will be available on the website 
and I will have extra copies to hand out at the first practice. 
Please email me with any questions!  

 

Are you interested in becoming Catholic? 
Haven't practiced your faith but would like 
to come back to the Church? Did you not 
receive Confirmation as a child but would 

like to now? Do you have a friend or family member who is 
interested in becoming Catholic?  
 

Please contact Paul Fahey at (989) 593-3174 or via email 
at mhtdre@gmail.com. We would love to talk with you 
about the process to become Catholic and help you grow 
in your faith! 

http://mhtparish.com/religious-education
mailto:mhtdre@gmail.com
mailto:lansingcatholicsingles@live.com
mailto:lansingcatholicsingles@live.com
tel:%28989%29%20593-3174
mailto:mhtdre@gmail.com
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St. Martha Parish  
Craft Show 

 

St. Martha Parish is solicit-
ing for vendors to partici-

pate in our annual Holiday Heaven Arts & Craft Show No-
vember 18, 2017 from 9:00 a.m. - 4 p.m.  Vendors who 
have handcrafted items to sell are welcome to apply for this 
show.  Please contact Margo Vuchetich at 517-675-7355 or 
tvuchetich@gmail.com for further information. 

 

St Cyril’s Annual Chicken and Ham Dinner 
 

St. Cyril’s Catholic Church of Bannister, MI would like to 
invite everyone to our annual chicken and ham dinner  Sep-
tember 10th, 2017. Mass will be celebrated at 10:30 a.m. 
Dinner will be served from 11:30 until 1:30. Adults are $10, 
Children 12 and under are $5, Preschool aged children are 
free.  Carry out is available. 

 

Shared Pregnancy Golf Scramble 
 

Shared Pregnancy Women's Center is hosting its annual 
golf scramble at College Fields on Saturday, September 
16th. Shotgun start is 9am. There will be a continental 
breakfast, lunch at the turn, gift bag, and prizes.  Player 
registration is $75 individual/foursome is $300. Come out 
for a great day of golf and support Shared Pregnancy so 
they can continue helping women in unexpected pregnan-
cies and walking alongside families with young chil-
dren.  Please contact Aimee at develop-
ment@sharedpregnancy.org or call 517-622-3267 to regis-
ter, sponsor, or donate.  

 

Marriage Date Night in Westphalia 
 

St Mary's Marriage Ministry It Takes Three Date Night is 
Saturday, September 23rd, beginning at 6pm, in the Parish 
hall. Enjoy your spouse, your friends, a catered meal and 
the entertainment of comedian Shawn Reynolds! Mr Reyn-
olds is a 4-time showcase performer at the Christian Come-
dy Association’s national conference and has appeared 
locally on NBC & ABC. We look forward to seeing you so 
grab your friends, fill a table, and RSVP ASAP! Cost is $45 
per couple and you can reserve your spot by calling St. 
Mary’s Parish office or using this website https://
stmarychurch.net/marriage-ministry  

World  Meeting Of Families With Fr. Mathias Thelen 
 

We are excited to announce that Father Mathias Thelen 
will be joining us on our sacred journey to awe inspiring 
Ireland on August 19-28, 2018. This unforgettable pilgrim-
age will surely be a cultural and faith-filled experience as 
we explore the green landscapes, welcoming cities and 
rich traditions of the Emerald Isle including Galway, the 
Cliffs of Moher, the Ring of Kerry, Blarney Castle, Ireland's 
National Marian Shrine - Knock, Ballintubber Abbey, the 
Book of Kells, St. Patrick's Cathedral and much more! 
While traveling across the majestic green landscapes of 
Ireland, the group will have an opportunity to celebrate dai-
ly Mass together, including a Papal Mass in Dublin during 
the World Meeting of Families. Call Corporate Travel Ser-
vice at 313-565-8888 x121 for more details or reservations. 
 

Join us for an informational presentation 
 September 10th at 10:30 a.m. 

St. Patrick’s in Brighton  
711 Rickett Road, Brighton, MI 48116 in B1 (basement) 

Westphalia Historical Society Cemetery Walk 
 

The Westphalia Historical Society is having their fourth 
Cemetery Walk on Sunday, September 17th at 2:00pm at 
the St Mary's cemetery in Westphalia.  The Rain Date will 
be Sunday, September 24th at 2:00pm.  This year we will 
portray 5 of our outstanding citizens.  Mathias Belen, owner 
of the Belen Meat Market was very generous if you could 
not pay.  Marie Bengel was a German war bride, had to 
marry in secret.  Joe Martin was our full time organist for 53 
years.  Sr Bonifacia Gunther was born in the German Sau-
erland and was our Sister Superior and teacher for 31 
years.  Johann Fuchs has been called the "Father of Immi-
gration" and his letters were very influential in bringing Ger-
man families to Westphalia.  Most of these people will be 
portrayed by direct descendants.  This event is free and 
family friendly, however donations are happily accept-
ed.  Sweet cider and homemade cookies will be provid-
ed.  Any questions call Margie Wirth 989 587 6984.  

Annual Senior Appreciation Day Mass and Luncheon 
 

Thursday, September 14th, 11:00 a.m. Mass celebrated by 
Bishop Emeritus Carl Mengeling.  Lunch following with en-
tertainment.  No charge for the luncheon. A free will offering 
may be made at the luncheon.  Deadline for Reserva-
tion:  12 noon on Friday, September 8th. Hosted by St. 
Therese Catholic Church, 102 West Randolph, Lansing. 
Please call 517-342-2555 for more information. 

 

Mission in Haiti 
 

We welcome back Fr. Jean Claude Louime and our friends, 
Pierre and Cindy, who work with Father in Haiti.  Our broth-
ers and sisters are still recovering from the Hurricane last 
year in Haiti.  We have some sense of the disastrous power 
of a hurricane as we watch in shock Hurricane Harvey 
along the Gulf Coast.  And although we are going to take 
up a collection for the relief of Hurricane Harvey soon, we 
cannot forget the larger church and our brothers and sisters 
elsewhere.  Haiti is such a poor and vulnerable nation.  
Years of political corruption, war, violence and poverty have 
weakened the very vulnerable population. Haiti is still re-
covering and rebuilding from the 7.0 level earthquake in 
2010 and from the hurricane last year. Fr. Louime and the 
priests, religious and laity of Haiti need our help.  Please be 
generous to Father and to our brothers and sisters in Haiti. 

   A Kindergarten Classroom   Fr. Louimé, an assistant, Pierre  

tel:(517)%20675-7355
mailto:tvuchetich@gmail.com
mailto:development@sharedpregnancy.org
mailto:development@sharedpregnancy.org
https://stmarychurch.net/marriage-ministry
https://stmarychurch.net/marriage-ministry
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Monday - September 4 
     7:00 p.m.   Mass of Thanksgiving for those who  
  remembered Roman Arens at the time of 
  his passing 
Tuesday - September 5 
     8:15 a.m. +  Louis Schneider 
Wednesday – September 6 
     6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations   
     7:00 p.m. + Roy Frechen 
Thursday – September 7 
    8:15 a.m..  NO MASS 
Friday – September 8 
     8:15 a.m. + Leon Schafer 
Saturday - September 9  
     8:15 a.m. + For the Deceased Clergy of the Diocese of 
  Lansing 
     4:30 p.m. + Doug Witt, Mark, Norbert, & Julie  
  Feldpausch & Living & Deceased Members 
  of the Family 
Sunday - September 10 
    8:30 a.m.  + Charles & Mary Smith & Living & Deceased 
  Members of the Family 
   10:30 a.m.  People of the Parish 

Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, September 9 & 10 
4:30 p.m. - Gary Weber, Keith Weber, Jerome Klein, 
Volunteer 
8:30 a.m. - Bill Armbrustmacher, Tom O’Rourke, Bruce 
Schafer, Dean Schrauben 
10:30 a.m.- Don Martin, Chris Connor, Steve Spitzley, John 
Rademacher 

Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, September 9 & 10 
4:30 p.m. - Brooke & Emily Epkey, Collin & Olivia 
Feldpausch 
8:30 a.m. - Caiden & Chase Pung, Mason Pline, Owen 
Simon 
10:30 a.m. - Kiley Bengel, McKenzie Feldpausch, Chad 
Klein, Hudson Phillips 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Regina Martin, Sean 
Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey 
Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, 
Kenny Briganti, Theresa Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward 
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Julie 
Wieber Schafer, Irene (Luttig) Weber, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, 
Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, 
Scott Kus, Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Gregg Platte,  Frank 
Hufnagel, Norman Goerge,  Lynda Esch, Jim O. 
Koenigsknecht, Mindy Simon,  Janet Armbrustmacher 
(Allan), Marie Weber, Jenine Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, 
Josiah Ledger, Adam Pohl, Jordy Wohlscheid, Sharon 
Becker, Jennifer Grace Schrauben, Marian Halfman, Janet 
Simon and a special intention. 
 

Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can 
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

 

Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it  
possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish. 

 
 

Miller’s Redi Mix 

Mass Servers During This Week 
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Braeden & Carly Andros 
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer 
Wed., 7:00 p.m. -  Savanah Martin, Kelcie & Kerrigan Pung 
Thur., 8:15 a.m. - No Mass 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School 
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - Roman & Nickolai Schafer 

Readings for the Week of September 3, 2017 
 

Monday 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Psalms 96:1 and  3, 
 4-5, 11-12, 13; Luke 4:16-30  
Tuesday 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6, 9-11; Psalms 27:1,  4, 
 13-14; Luke 4:31-37 
Wednesday Colossians 1:1-8; Psalms 52:10, 11; Luke 
 4:38-44  
Thursday Colossians 1:9-14; Psalms 98:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 
 5-6; Luke 5:1-11 
Friday Micah 5:1-4a or Romans 8:28-30; Psalms 
 13:6ab, 6c; Matthew 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-
 23 
Saturday Colossians 1:21-23; Psalms 54:3-4, 6 and 8; 
 Luke 6:1-5 

 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

August 26 & 27 Collection.………………..........  $9,253.25 
 

Special Collections 
Assumption of Mary…………………………………..  57.00 
Newspapers…………………………………………….  35.00 
Peter’s Pence………………………………………….   45.00 
ETF………………………………………………………   80.00 
MHT School…………...……………………………..... 250.00 

September 3, 2017 
 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
 

Parish Office Hours 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm 
 

To Contact Us: 
Parish Office:               593-2162 
Fax:                               593-2171 

E-Mail:     office@mhtparish.com 
Website:              mhtparish.com 

 

Most Holy Trinity School: 593-2616 

 
 

Second Publication:  Quintin Bierstetel & Sabrina Thelen 

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to 
pray for the unemployed, that they may be 
blessed with the means to provide for their needs. 


