
 

Antonin Gregory Scalia 
Born:  March 11, 1936    

Died:  February 13,  2016 
Justice of the U.S. Supreme 

Court in 1986-2016 
 

Member of St. Catherine of 
Siena Parish in  
Great Falls, Va. 

 

Father of nine children  
 

"Being a devout Catholic 
means you have children 

when God gives them  
to you."  

 

One of his sons, Paul, is a 
Catholic priest 

Religion and Politics 
There’s an old saying:  “Don’t mix politics and religion.”  I 
don’t think that’s true.  More than ever it seems, our political 
system is in dire need of a moral voice.  Only a fool would 
say that his or her deeply held beliefs and values would not 
affect their daily life and decisions.  That’s true about poli-
tics.  That’s why it’s so important, because many people are 
imposing immoral and arbitrary beliefs on our society, and 
doing great harm.  
 

I put on the front cover of the bulletin this weekend an image 
of Supreme Court Judge, Antonin Scalia who died this past 
February.  I did that because it reminds us that Catholics 
have influenced our country for the good since our nation’s 
beginning.   
 

At Judge Scalia’s funeral, his son Fr. Paul began by saying:  
“We are gathered here because of one man. A man known 

personally to many of us, known only by reputation to even 
more; a man loved by many, scorned by others; a man 
known for great controversy, and for great compassion. 
That man, of course, is Jesus of Nazareth.”  The humor in 
this statement of course lies in the fact that many people 
probably were  thinking of his father, Judge Scalia.  But Fr. 
Paul reminds us all that it’s all about Jesus.  And I think that 
brings across an important point when we think about reli-
gion and politics.  Politics is to be at the service of mankind.  
Even those who think politics as only sordid and tainted, it 
was never meant to be that way.  Politics is a noble profes-
sion when in the hands of people who really understand 
what its purpose is – to serve others.  We speak of politi-
cians as public servants.  Sadly some of them fail in this 
mission.  That’s what makes politics either wonderful or very 
dark.  It’s not about personal aggrandizement or power, it’s 
about being a servant to the needs of our citizens. 
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The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to 
pray for those in our families and in our parish 
who are ill, that they will have the loving care 
and support necessary for healing. 

It’s a confusing time for Christians.  Countless people have 
asked me what to do, given the present situation, especially 
the presidential race.   
 

We’ve decided to publish a series of articles to help in your 
discernment.  The Church encourages the laity to be in-
volved in politics, because the world is important to God.  
Occasionally when the Holy Father speaks out on a political 
matter, the media will snap back “the pope should stay out 
of politics.”  Not so…. The Church has always spoken out 
on political issues, because politics affects people.  The 
Church is concerned with people and their destiny and that 
they are treated with dignity, that their economic and spiritu-
al and physical good are the focus of those who have secu-
lar power.  The Church has every right, and in fact, a duty 
to speak out in this area.  This idea that the Church should 
be only concerned about spiritual things is nonsense.  God 
is concerned with the whole man, every detail of his/her life. 
 

As we look at history, we recognize that evil men and wom-
en have and still do seek power and control over the fate of 
millions of people.  As well, the Church reminds us that it is 
our responsibility to speak out when we see injustice and to 
work for the common good.  The Church never tells us who 
to vote for, but provides some guidelines for our discern-
ment.  Paul Fahey, our DRE has written this article for your 
reflection.  Let’s commit ourselves to prayer for the Novem-
ber election.                         
 

God bless,      Fr. Dennis 
 
 
 
“You are the light of the world. A city set on a mountain 
cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and then put 
it under a bushel basket; it is set on a lampstand, where 
it gives light to all in the house. Just so, your light must 
shine before others, that they may see your good deeds 
and glorify your heavenly Father.” Matthew 5:14-16. 
 

It’s a presidential election year. Are you tired of all the politi-
cal conversations or does discussing politics get you excit-
ed? Are you feeling hopeless, frustrated, or angry at how 
this election is going?  
 

I wanted to take some time to write a few bulletin articles 
about politics and how we as Catholics are called and em-
powered to act. Specifically, I want to explain some of the 
foundational principles that guide a Catholic way of looking 
at politics and then use them to lay out the options that we 
as faithful Catholics will have come November. I will also be 
speaking at our September 20th speaker series on this 
same topic. So if you like what you read here and want to 
know more, or if you disagree with something and want to 
ask some questions, please come to that talk or feel free to 
contact me.  
 

Before I dive in though I want to touch on two things. First, 
believe it or not, talking about politics can be contentious 
and controversial. We all have deeply held political, eco-
nomic, and moral priorities. So before you start reading this, 
I want to assure that my goal is to present to you what the 
Catholic Church teaches and not simply my thoughts and 
opinions. My primary source is the wonderful USCCB docu-
ment “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship.” If 
you’re interested in politics, frustrated with this election, or 
totally confused about what to do come November then this 

From the Pastor Continued . . .  document is for you. The entire thing is available online at 
the USCCB website (or if you talk with me I can get you a 
PDF or printed copy). 
 

Second, I urge you to approach what the Church teaches 
with an open mind and heart. We are called to be docile in 
the face of the teaching of Christ and His Church. We are 
called to make Christ’s priorities greater than our own. It’s 
good to feel challenged by the Church’s teaching because 
the Church is a mother who instructs us and always urges 
us to more fully mature into images of Jesus Christ. 
 

So what is a Catholic’s role in politics? Our bishops say, “In 
the Catholic Tradition, responsible citizenship is a virtue, 
and participation in political life is a moral obligation…The 
obligation to participate in political life is rooted in our bap-
tismal commitment to follow Jesus Christ and to bear Chris-
tian witness in all we do.” Let’s unpack that. 
 

Jesus calls all of His followers to be light for a darkened 
world. Because of the grace given to us through the Sacra-
ments and in having a personal relationship with Christ, 
Catholics are specially equipped to be bearers of Truth, 
Goodness, and Beauty in all areas of our culture, which in-
cludes politics. Also, because of the centuries of rich teach-
ing from the Catholic Church regarding human nature, eth-
ics, and social justice, Catholics are uniquely qualified voic-
es of reason in the political arena. Therefore Catholics have 
a “moral obligation” to participate, at least at a minimal lev-
el, in the political system that they find themselves in. So 
here in the US where we have a representative govern-
ment, voting is that minimal participation. 
 

However, just showing up and voting isn’t good enough. If 
we don’t act any different than anyone else then how are 
we lights in the darkness? We do a service to our country 
when we vote, but only when we vote as Catholics. The US 
Bishops say: 
 

“Unfortunately, politics in our country often can be a contest 
of powerful interests, partisan attacks, sound bites, and me-
dia hype. The Church calls for a different kind of political 
engagement: one shaped by the moral convictions of well-
formed consciences and focused on the dignity of every 
human being, the pursuit of the common good, and the pro-
tection of the weak and the vulnerable…As citizens, we 
should be guided more by our moral convictions than by our 
attachment to a political party or interest group. When nec-
essary, our participation should help transform the party to 
which we belong; we should not let the party transform us in 
such a way that we neglect or deny fundamental moral 
truths or approve intrinsically evil acts. We are called to 
bring together our principles and our political choices, our 
values and our votes, to help build a civilization of truth and 
love.” 
 

So how do we vote as Catholics and not like everyone 
else? How can we participate in politics so that our political 
party and our society are transformed for the better rather 
than us being transformed for the worse? That is what I will 
discuss in my next article. 
 

Christ’s Peace,    Paul 
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Announcements Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

 MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life 
 

Important Upcoming Dates: 
Monday, September 5  No School/Labor Day 
Thursday, September 8  Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Wednesday, September 14 Mass @ 8:15 a.m.  
Thursday, September 15 5

th
/6

th
 Grade Mass @  

    Hazel Findlay 10:00 a.m.  
Tuesday, September 20  Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Tuesday, September 20  Education Commission  
    Meeting @ 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, September 21 8

th
 Graders attend Mass at 

    Cathedral 
Tuesday, September 27  Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Wednesday, September 28 Picture Day 
 

Mass Days: Please be mindful of our school Mass schedule 
as not all of our Mass days will be on Tuesdays. 
 

All Schools’ Mass: On Wednesday, September 21, the 
MHT School 8

th
 graders will be going to Lansing to 

celebrate Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral for a diocesan-wide, 
all-schools’ Mass to kick off the school year. 
 

Hazel Findlay: On Thursday, September 15, the MHT 
School 5

th
 and 6

th
 grade classes will be going to Hazel 

Findlay in St. Johns to celebrate Mass with the residents. 
 

Picture Day: This year school pictures will be taken on 
Wednesday, September 28. 
 

Prayer to Begin a School Year: God of wisdom and might, 
we praise you for the wonder of our being, for mind, body 
and spirit. Be with our children as they begin a new school 
year. Bless them and their teachers and staff. Give them 
strength and grace as their bodies grow; 
wisdom and knowledge to their minds as they search for 
understanding; and peace and zeal to their hearts. We ask 
this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. – from Catholic 
Household Blessings and Prayers 

Most Holy Trinity  
 

Sept 4, 2016 
 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
 

Parish Office Hours 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm 
 

To Contact Us: 
Parish Office:               593-2162 
Fax:                                593-2171 
E-Mail:     office@mhtparish.com 
Website:              mhtparish.com 

 

Most Holy Trinity School: 593-2616 

Director of Music Ministry 
Kayla Feldpausch - kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com 

Rehearsals will soon be underway for our various music 
groups:  
 

Adult Choir: Anyone high school-aged and older is wel-
come to join. Regular rehearsals begin on Wednesday, 
September 7 at 7:45 pm (directly following the 7:00 Mass), 
and the first Mass will be on Sunday, September 11 at 8:30 
am. 
 

Children’s Choir: This group is open to grades 2-8. Re-
hearsal begins on Tuesday, September 13, after school 
(3:15 pm). The first Mass will be September 25 at 10:30 am. 
 

High School Youth Band: Open to grades 9-12. Regular 
rehearsals begin on Thursday, September 8 at 7:00. The 
first Mass will be September 18 at 10:30 am. 
 

If you have questions or concerns, or would like to get in-
volved but are worried about the time commitment, please 
feel free to email me and we can discuss options. To get 
involved, either show up to a rehearsal or email me at kay-
la.mhtmusic@gmail.com  
 

A full Mass musician schedule for the Fall will soon be post-
ed to the parish website.  

Update on Fr. Dennis 
 

I wanted to bring everyone up to speed on my recovery.  I 
saw my surgeon, Dr. Chahal on August 24

th
 for another 

appointment.  During that meeting the doctor applied a fi-
nal skin graft to the wound and asked me to come back in 
3 weeks, which will be September 14

th
.  She said that this 

upcoming appointment should be my final one, in that, she 
feels the wound will be completely healed by then and I 
should begin to walk.  She told me that I would be wearing 
the crow walker, the black boot I was wearing before sur-
gery in January.  Eventually I will transition into a shoe.  
But the good news is that I should be walking soon.  I want 
to ask you to continue to pray for these last few weeks.  It’s 
been a very long haul… and although I’m a very patient 
person, it’s been quite a trial and long journey.  I want to 
thank once again all those who have helped in any way 
with meals, rides, visits and most especially your prayers. 
 

God bless,      Fr. Dennis 

Sick Priests 
 

You may not be aware that we have many priests at this 
time who are ill or recovering from surgery.  I have provid-
ed a list of our Diocesan priests below who I would com-
mend to your prayers. 
 

Fr. Stan Czarnota 
Fr. Ed Etzbiscghoff 

Fr. Ed Fride 
Fr. Dennis Howard 

Fr. Charles Irvin 
Fr. Bill Koenigsknecht 

Fr. Dan Kogut 
Fr. Jim Lothamer 

Fr. Bill Lugar 
Fr. Bob Pienta 

Fr. Bob Roggenbuck 
Fr. Joseph Tran 
Fr. Ray Urbanek 

Fr. Tom Wasilewski 
Fr. Bill Wegher 

T he Most Holy Trinity Educational Trust Fund would 
like to thank the family of Carl Stump who donated to 

the Educational Trust Fund in memory of him. This 
generous donation makes it possible for future generations 
of children, young people, and adults to benefit from a 
Catholic education here at Most Holy Trinity School, the 
Religious Education Program, Youth Ministry, and Adult 
Education for numerous years to come. 

mailto:kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com
mailto:kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com
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Director of Evangelization & Faith Formation 
Andrea Schneider - adultfaithmht@gmail.com 

Director of Youth Ministry 
Mary Schomisch - mhtyouthmary@gmail.com 

Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it possi-
ble for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish. 

 
Knights of Columbus 

 

Director of Religious Education 
Paul Fahey—mhtdre@gmail.com—593-3174 

RCIA:  Are you interested in becoming Catholic? Haven't 
practiced your faith but would like to come back to the 
Church?  Or would you like to learn more about the faith? 
Please contact Paul Fahey at (989) 593-3174 or via email 
at mhtdre@gmail.com.  We would love to help you grow in 
your faith! 
 

Religious Education Reminder:  Religious Education for 
grades 1 - 12 will begin on Monday, September 12th! If you 
haven't registered your student yet please visit 
www.mhtparish.com/religious-education and click the 
"2016/2017 Registration Form" link.  
 

After you complete the form please submit a check for 
the appropriate tuition fees to the school office, religious 
education office, parish office, or collection basket during 
Mass. The 2016/2017 tuition for Religious Education is: 
 

$125 for one student 
$225 for two students 

$300 for three or more students 
 

If you are absolutely unable to pay the full religious educa-
tion fee, please let me know and I would be glad to 
work with you on a payment plan. No one will be denied 
religious education because of an inability to pay. 

50/50 Support the Faith Raffle 
 

Thank you to all who took part in the Knights of 
Columbus Support the Faith 50/50 raffle. Dale 
& Therese Koenigsknecht were this week's 
winners of the final $500 drawing. 

News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas  

Please note the Mass time on 
Labor Day, Monday, September 5 

has been changed to 8:15am. 
 

The Parish Office will be closed 
on Monday for Labor Day. 

Come Join Us In Honoring the Clergy 
and Religious In The Lansing Area 

 

WHEN:  September 22
nd

, 2016 – 6:00pm. 
WHERE:  St. Jude’s Parish Family Center – 801 N. Bridge 
St. Dewitt 
DINNER TICKETS: $15ea if purchased before September 
10

th
, $20ea. at door (Ticket sales are limited by seating so 

early purchases are encouraged) 
CONTACTS: Dean Schrauben: 989-640-0341  

After a busy summer, youth ministry is amping up for the 
school year. After many months of conversations with the 
students, I’ve discovered that they are looking to go deeper 
in their faith. Retreats and conferences light a fire of faith 
and action, but the fire needs more day to day tending. The 
students want practical tips about how to live as a disciple 
of Christ. 
 

After a careful evaluation of the current offerings of youth 
ministry, I found areas that I believe could be pruned in 
preparation for the new fruit. In order to put my time to more 
fruitful ministries, I’m no longer going to be opening the 
youth center on Sunday and Wednesday nights. In previous 
years, Sunday nights allowed students to have a time of 
question and answer related to the faith, and Wednesday 
nights were a way to reach out to those unlikely to attend 
other youth group events. However, over the years, the 
needs of the students have changed, but the offerings 
haven’t. Instead, look forward to monthly youth holy hours 
with social time after as well as a new emphasis on faith 
sharing in small groups. 
 

The first holy hour will be after the 7pm Mass on September 
12th as a kick off to high school religious education classes. 

"To Love & To Honor" 
 

A one-day Marriage Retreat, is being offered to all married 
and engaged couples, Sept. 17th from 9:30am-3:30pm at 
St. Francis Retreat Center in DeWitt. Tony Sperendi has 
helped hundreds of couples grow in intimacy, build trust, 
and learn to care for each other with the tender mercies and 
love of God. For more info and to register contact the retreat 
center at 517-669-8321 or http://www.stfrancis.ws./ 

33-Days to Morning Glory: Our Parish wide 33-Days to 
Morning Glory Retreat beginning Sunday, September 4 
through First Friday, October 7. 
 

This Do-It-Yourself retreat will allow you to get to know our 
gentle Mother on a deeper level through short daily read-
ings. Corresponding videos for each week can be accessed 
from our website:http://www.mhtparish.com/formed.html 
 

Wednesday, September 14 after the 7:00 p.m. Mass we will 
meet in the Activity Center for Q&A and discussion. 
 

Thursday, October 6 at 6:30pm there will be Adoration and 
Confession.  We will consecrate on the Feast of Our Lady 
of the Rosary, October 7.  Please contact Andrea Schnei-
der at adultfaithmht@gmail.com with questions. 
 

St. John Paul II’s Theology of the Body: Richard Budd, 
the Director of Marriage and Family Life Ministry at the Dio-
cese of Lansing is hosting a “short-course” on St. John 
Paul II’s Theology of the Body. As John Paul pointed out in 
his time, much of the confusion we have in the world re-
garding marriage, relationships, and sexuality stem from a 
misunderstanding of who the human person is as created 
by God. This course will try to address this confusion using 
the Theology of the Body tool that John Paul left us. We will 
be showing the classes via webinar (live-stream from the 
Downtown Lansing office) on Tuesday evenings at St. Mary 
Parish Hall beginning September 27th and running until 
October 25th. The classes will go from 7:00pm until 
8:30pm. 

tel:%28989%29%20593-3174
mailto:mhtdre@gmail.com
http://www.mhtparish.com/religious-education
http://www.stfrancis.ws./
http://www.mhtparish.com/formed.html
mailto:adultfaithmht@gmail.com
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Monday - September 5 
    8:15 a.m. + Roy N. Pung 
Tuesday - September 6 
    8:15 a.m. + Marlene Bauer (1st Anniversary) Including, 
  Jerome 
Wednesday – September 7 
     6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations 
     7:00 p.m. + Fr. Ray Rademacher & Living & Deceased 
  Members of the Family 
Thursday – September 8 
     8:15 a.m. + Leon Schafer 
Friday – September 9 
     8:15 a.m. + Souls in Purgatory 
Saturday - September 10 
     8:15 a.m. + Melvin Smith 
     4:30 p.m. + Charles Smith (40th Anniversary) Including 
  Mary 
Sunday - September 11 
     8:30 a.m. + Doug Witt, Including Mark, Norbert & Julie 
  Feldpausch 
   10:30 a.m.  People of the Parish 

Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, September 10 & 11 
4:30 p.m. - Tony Schafer, Jerome R. Thelen, Lonnie 
Schueller, Volunteer 
8:30 a.m. – Dean Platte, Nick Platte, Adam Platte, Gregg 
Platte  
10:30 a.m. - Brett Stump, Kirk Phillips, Dale Koenigsknecht, 
Hilary Stump 

Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, September 10 & 11 
4:30 p.m. - Nolan, Madison & Mitchel Wirth, Charlie Boak  
8:30 a.m. - Tricia, Jace & Amy Feldpausch, Kayla Schafer  
10:30 a.m. – Delanie, Preston & Camden Braun, Hudson 
Phillips  

Mass Servers During This Week 
Mon., 8:15 a.m. - Tristan Smith, Rebecca Smith  
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer 
Wed., 7:00 p.m. -  Ben & Jack Schafer 
Thur., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School Mass 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer 
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - Ryan Snyder  Nolan Stump 

Readings for the Week of September 4, 2016 
 

Monday 1 Corinthians 5:1-8; Psalms 5:5-6, 7, 12; 
  Luke 6:6-11 
Tuesday 1 Corinthians 6:1-11; Psalms 149:1b-2,  
  3-4, 5-6a, and 9b; Luke 6:12-19 
Wednesday 1 Corinthians 7:25-31; Psalms 45:11-12, 
  14-15, 16-17; Luke 6:20-26 
Thursday Micah 5:1-4a or Romans 8:28-30;  
  Psalms 13:6ab, 6c; Matthew 1:1-16, 18- 
  23 or 1:18-23 
Friday  1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22b-27; Psalms  
  84:3, 4, 5-6, 12; Luke 6:39-42 
Saturday 1 Corinthians 10:14-22; Psalms 116:12- 
  13, 17-18; Luke 6:43-49 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Regina Martin, 
Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, 
Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa 
Schulte, Kenny Briganti, Sharon (Thelen) Droste, Theresa 
Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, 
Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Don Simon, Roman Arens, Julie 
Wieber Schafer, Irene (Luttig) Weber, Maryann Esch, Bill 
Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta, Fr. Bill 
Koenigsknecht, Dick Rehmann, Pam (Thelen) Stump, Janet 
Simmon, Scott Kus, Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Msgr. 
Sylvester Fedewa, Bryce Bongard, Gregg Platte, Charles 
Douglass, Fr. Dennis Howard, Frank Hufnagel, Arlene 
McCausey, Carolyn Klein, Norman Goerge, Fr. Charlon 
Mason, Reynold Goerge and a special intention. 
 

Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can 
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

August 27 & 28 Collection…………..……….$   11,025.25 
 

Parish Collections 
MHT School………………..……….………………..$ 250.00 
Peter’s Pence………………...………………….…..$   25.00 
Assumption…………………………………………..$   25.00 
Newspapers…………………………………………..$  20.00 

Fourth Annual National 
Day of Remembrance of Aborted Children 

 

All are welcome to attend this memorial service / prayer 
vigil 11:00am – noon, Saturday September 10, 2016 at St 
Joseph Catholic Cemetery, 2520 W. Willow, Lansing. This 
is part of a coordinated national effort intended to celebrate 
the brief and beautiful lives of all babies whose lives were 
tragically ended in abortion, to mourn their loss, and to in-
tercede for their souls and healing of families, communi-
ties, and our nation. Feel free to bring flowers or gifts for 
newborns to be laid at the burial sites (gifts to be given to 
crisis pregnancy centers). This is a safe environment in 
which to grieve the profound losses suffered especially by 
people who were told that abortion is no big deal. In this 
setting tears are welcome and comfort and healing will be 
offered as well as hope for a brighter future where life at 
every stage, age, and condition will be respected. Come 
join thousands across the country to mourn, to remember, 
and to pray for the nearly 60,000 million beloved American 
babies who died through abortion and for their 120,000 
million mothers and fathers. Be a witness to a "LOVE 
THAT IS STRONGER THAN DEATH." Contact Lenore R. 
O'Jibway, 517-896-6739 or via e-mail to: 
lojp1@yahoo.com  

Sheri Wohlfert to Speak in Portland 
 

The Women’s Faith Sharing Group of St. Patrick Parish in 
Portland is hosting speaker Sheri Wohlfert September 24 
from 9:00-11:00 AM. Sheri’s discussion, “Living as a Wom-
an of God”, will be accompanied by a light breakfast. Sheri 
is a veteran motivational humorist who combines a huge 
sense of humor with a message rooted in the Gospel. Her 
presentations leave audiences laughing, thinking, praying 
and finding God's fingerprints in all corners of life! Sheri is a 
teacher at St. Mary's elementary school in Westphalia and 
has been involved in speaking and ministry for over 20 
years with audiences of all ages and sizes. 
 

If you are interested in attending, please RSVP by Wed., 
Sept. 21 to 517-647-7959 (call) or 517-331-1276 (text or 
call). 

mailto:lojp1@yahoo.com

