
This week I have asked Danielle Thelen to share with us. 
 

God Bless, Fr. Dennis 
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On March 19
th
, 2016, I got 

engaged to the love of my 
life, Jason. Like any typical 
girl who has just gotten en-
gaged, I was so excited to 
start planning my wedding. 
At the time, I did not think 
much about the church’s 
marriage prep program. I 
knew it was something we 

had to do and left it at that. When we first met with Father 
Dennis after our engagement, we were given an overview 
of when the different marriage prep classes were and what 
we were all expected to complete in order to get married. 
Jason and I were also given a couple books at that first 
meeting, “Holy Sex” and “The 5 Love Languages”. In the 
next couple weeks following our meeting I had started read-
ing “The 5 Love Languages”. I enjoyed the book but over 
time it seemed like I was so involved in the other details of 
the wedding that I had stopped reading it. I had put the 
church’s marriage prep to the side and was ignoring what 
marriage was truly about.  
 

Last summer, Jason and I had our weekend marriage re-
treat. I will not lie, we were both a little bitter at first about 
our whole weekend being taken up with marriage prep 
when it seemed like we had a million other things on our list 
we needed to get done. Before going to the retreat, I won-
dered why we had to stay the night. Of course, everyone 
would rather go home and sleep in their own bed, but I soon 
realized that staying the night was all a part of the experi-
ence. It allows people to stay in the moment and continue to 
focus on what we were there for; our upcoming marriage. 
After that weekend, we were both really surprised at how 
much we enjoyed it. It seemed like for the first time since 
we had been engaged, we were able to just focus on us 
and what our engagement was really about. The whole re-

treat had a very laid-back feel and we got to spend time 
with other engaged couples who were going through the 
same things.  
 

Throughout the retreat, different couples from the communi-
ty shared their stories and talked about different obstacles 
we will face in marriage. Many of the talks were very eye 
opening and brought up topics that Jason and I hadn’t dis-
cussed of before. Some of the different topics included 
praying together, the purpose of marriage, intimacy, role 
expectations, love languages, and conflict resolution. One 
of the reasons I really enjoyed the talks was because the 
speakers did not sugar-coat their marriages. They talked 
about both the ups and the downs and how they got 
through them. After the talks, each couple was given time 
alone to discuss the things they had just heard. At times, we 
also split up between guys and girls, which allowed us to 
ask our speakers more personal questions, especially if we 
didn’t feel comfortable talking in front of the whole group. 
Both nights after all the talks were done, we all went to ado-
ration and had a chance to go to confession. The part I liked 
most about having adoration at the end of each night was it 
gave me time to reflect on everything I learned and talk to 
God about it. After the retreat was over, I felt God playing a 
larger role in our relationship. I started to appreciate Jason 
more than ever and felt more open talking to him about dif-
ferent aspects of our relationship.  
 

Overall, Jason and I would both agree that the marriage 
prep program and retreat were very beneficial for our mar-
riage. It allowed us to grow even closer in our relationship 
with each other and with God.  Without that retreat, we may 
have never taken the time to talk about some of the im-
portant topics that will help make our marriage last. After 
that weekend, we were both able to step back from the 
planning and wedding details and realize what our marriage 
was really about; getting each other to heaven.   
 

God Bless,  Danielle 
 

If you are interested in being involved in the Marriage 
Prep Ministry or would like to be a sponsor couple for 
our engaged couples please contact Andrea Schneider 
at adultfaithmht@gmail.com 

mailto:adultfaithmht@gmail.com
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Announcements Director of Religious Education 
Paul Fahey—mhtdre@gmail.com—593-3174 

Religious Education classes for all grades begins on 
Monday, September 11th! 1st-8th grade will meet dur-
ing the school day. High School students will meet in 
the church at 7:00pm for Mass and Adoration.  
 
If you haven't registered for religious ed yet please vis-
it: mhtparish.com/religious-education and click the 
"2017/2018 Registration Form" link.  
 

After you complete the form please submit a check for the 
appropriate tuition fees to the religious education office, 
parish office, or collection basket during Mass. 
 

The 2017/2018 tuition for Religious Education is:  
 

$125 for one student 
$225 for two students 

$300 for three or more students 
 

If you are absolutely unable to pay the full religious educa-
tion fee, please let me know and I would be glad to work 
with you on a payment plan. No one will be denied religious 
education because of an inability to pay.  
 

The parish is in need of several catechists this year 
 

Because of staffing changes and retirements, the parish 
has a greater than usual need for grade school catechists 
this year.  
 

This year the parish is in need of a catechist, or a team of 
catechists, to help teach 1st grade, 4th grade, and 5th 
grade.  
 

Finally we will also need someone, or a group of people, to 
help with the Christmas Gospel Reenactment on Christmas 
Eve. And we will need some more adult leaders to help with 
Vacation Bible School next year. 
 

The religious ed classes meet during school hours twice a 
week for one hour. Also, all of these positions receive a 
small stipend for every class or event.  
 

Please pray about how you could help with any of these 
positions. Please pray for the Holy Spirit to inspires the peo-
ple He would like to take these roles, and please open your 
heart to the Holy Spirit's promptings and ask if the Spirit is 
encouraging you to help.  
 

Please call (593-3174) or email (mhtdre@gmail.com) me if 
you would like more information or have any questions.  

 

Scrip will now be available at the school  
office from 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

 

Are you interested in becoming Catholic? 
Haven't practiced your faith but would like 
to come back to the Church? Did you not 
receive Confirmation as a child but would 

like to now? Do you have a friend or family member who is 
interested in becoming Catholic?  
 

Please contact Paul Fahey at (989) 593-3174 or via email 
at mhtdre@gmail.com. We would love to talk with you 
about the process to become Catholic and help you grow 
in your faith! 

Pilgrimage 
I am looking into having a day of pil-
grimage to Fr. Solanus Casey’s shrine 
as well as Ste. Anne’s Church in De-
troit.  I am looking at October 18

th
 or 

25
th
.   If you would be interested, 

please call the parish office and let us 
know which date works best for you.  
There will be more information coming 
soon. 
 

Hurricane Relief 
Just a reminder of the on-going relief efforts for those affect-
ed by Hurricane Harvey.  This weekend we will be taking up 
a collection for the relief of the victims of Hurricane Harvey.  
Make your checks out to MHT and we will send the money 
on to the Catholic Relief Services. 
 

Also a reminder, Hurricane Irma is heading for Haiti and 
parts of the Caribbean.  Fr. Louime was with us this past 
weekend for our annual Summer Mission Appeal.  I know 
there are many needs out there, and some people say “we 
need to take care of our own.”  Jesus taught us that our 
neighbor is everyone.  I encourage you to give to both the 
Hurricane Harvey relief efforts AND to our brothers and sis-
ters in Haiti.  I thank those who contributed to the Haiti Mis-
sion this past weekend.  We raised a little over $500.00.  
Please give if you were away last weekend and pray for our 
brothers and sisters in Haiti and all who are affected by nat-
ural disasters. 

Our Lady of Fatima  October 13
th

 
 

On October 13
th
 1917 a great throng of 

about seventy thousand people were gath-
ered at Fatima, Portugal.  It had rained all 
day. At the end of the conversation be-
tween Our Lady and Lúcia, when the 
Blessed Virgin rose, Lúcia shouted, “Look 
at the sun!” the clouds opened up, reveal-

ing the sun as an immense silver disk. It shone with an in-
tensity never before seen, but was not blinding. Then the 
immense ball began to “dance.” It zig-zagged in the sky 
and then finally seemed to fall toward earth.  All this lasted 
about ten minutes. Many people noticed that their clothes, 
soaking wet from the rain, had suddenly dried.  The miracle 
of the sun was also seen by numerous witnesses up to 
twenty-five miles away from the place of the apparition.  
 

The most important message from Our Lady in Fatima is to 
pray and offer sacrifices for the conversion of sinners. We 
can offer up small sacrifices such as our daily trials and 
tribulations, or small penances throughout the day.  Some-
times, we are faced with larger sufferings and crosses. Ra-
ther than complaining, we need to offer our suffering as it 
happens. Our suffering is intended by God and permitted 
by God to offer for the conversion of sinners and in repara-
tion for sins. “It’s not enough to pray for them, we have to 
do penance for them. God has given us the power to do 
this.”  
 

On Friday, October the 13
th

 after the 8:15 am. Mass we 
will process through the neighborhood and pray the 
rosary.   
 

Please join us for this important time of prayer for 
peace. 

http://mhtparish.com/religious-education
mailto:mhtdre@gmail.com
tel:%28989%29%20593-3174
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Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it  
possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish. 

 
 

Subway 

News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas  
 

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life 
 

Important Upcoming Dates: 
Thursday, September 14      Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
          Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
Tuesday, September 19        Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
 

Great Start:  Well the first week has concluded and every-
one is getting back into their routines. Students and staff 
are busy learning about each other and laying the founda-
tion for another successful school year.   Please keep our 
students and staff in your prayers as we set out to do the 
work God has put before us.  
 

Loving God:  We cannot say that we love God if we fail to 
love our neighbors.  The difficult part is that we are not giv-
en the choice to select who is supposed to be our neighbor.  
Hard bosses, biting friends, unfaithful spouses, thugs and 
killers, we have to love them all.  It’s a command.  The 
Church has so many neighbors but does she love them all?  
We have to be agents of love at all costs.    
– Surprise Sithole 

Lansing Catholic Singles (mid 30s&up)) 
 

Invite all single men and women to join them on Sept. 16 
for Dinner and a Play. Meet at Log Jam restaurant in Grand 
Ledge for dinner at 5:45 pm. After we’ll head to Fitzgerald 
Park and the Ledges Playhouse to Over the Ledge Thea-
tre’s showing of the comedy Moon Over Buffalo at 8 
pm.  Tickets are $10/$8 (55+) payable at box office.  Join us 
for dinner only, dinner & theatre, or theatre only.  For more 
information phone (517)321-7886 or email lansingcatholic-
singles@live.com.  New members always welcome! 

 

Altar Server Training 
 

The next date for altar server training is 
Sunday, September 24th after 10:30 Mass 
in the church.  Please plan on your child 
attending if you have signed your child up 
and they have not yet been trained.  

Director of Music Ministry 
Kayla Feldpausch - kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com 

Adult Choir, Adult Contemporary Group, and Youth 
band: Our rehearsals will return to regular times (Adult 
Contemporary Group at 7:00 on Tuesdays, Adult Choir at 
7:30 on Wednesdays, and Youth band at 7:00 on Thurs-
days). Full schedules will be posted to the website and 
handed out in practice.  
 

Children's Choir: Our first rehearsal will be Tuesday, Sep-
tember 12 from 3:00-4:00. I will be handing out forms at 
MHT school and in religious ed classes, so please bring 
those to the first rehearsal! If you don't receive a form be-
fore rehearsal starts, they will be available on the website 
and I will have extra copies to hand out at the first practice. 
Please email me with any questions!  

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to 
pray that the Church may remain prophetic and 
bold in supporting the sacredness of all human 
life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are excited to announce that Fr. 
Mathias Thelen will be joining us on our 
sacred journey to awe-inspiring Ireland 
on August 19-28, 2018.  This unforget-
table pilgrimage will surely be a cultural 
and faith-filled experience we explore 
the green landscapes, welcoming cities 
and rich traditions of the Emerald Isle 
including Galway, the Cliffs of Moher, 

the Ring of Kerry, Blarney Castle, Ireland’s National Marian 
Shrine-Knock, Ballintubber Abbey, the Book of Kells, St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral and much more!  While traveling 
across the majestic green landscapes of Ireland, the group 
will have an opportunity to celebrate daily Mass together, 
including Papal Mass in Dublin during the World Meeting of 
Families.  Call Corporate Travel Service at 313-565-8888 x 
121 for more details or reservations. 
 

Join us for an information presentation on September 
10th at 10:30 a.m. at St. Patrick’s in Brighton (711  

Rickett Road, Brighton, MI  48116) in B1 (basement) 

mailto:lansingcatholicsingles@live.com
mailto:lansingcatholicsingles@live.com
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Director of Youth Ministry 
Corey Luna - mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.  

St. Martha Parish  
Craft Show 

 

St. Martha Parish is solicit-
ing for vendors to partici-

pate in our annual Holiday Heaven Arts & Craft Show No-
vember 18, 2017 from 9:00 a.m. - 4 p.m.  Vendors who 
have handcrafted items to sell are welcome to apply for this 
show.  Please contact Margo Vuchetich at 517-675-7355 or 
tvuchetich@gmail.com for further information. 

 

Shared Pregnancy Golf Scramble 
 

Shared Pregnancy Women's Center is hosting its annual 
golf scramble at College Fields on Saturday, September 
16th. Shotgun start is 9am. There will be a continental 
breakfast, lunch at the turn, gift bag, and prizes.  Player 
registration is $75 individual/foursome is $300. Come out 
for a great day of golf and support Shared Pregnancy so 
they can continue helping women in unexpected pregnan-
cies and walking alongside families with young chil-
dren.  Please contact Aimee at develop-
ment@sharedpregnancy.org or call 517-622-3267 to regis-
ter, sponsor, or donate.  

 

Marriage Date Night in Westphalia 
 

St Mary's Marriage Ministry It Takes Three Date Night is 
Saturday, September 23rd, beginning at 6pm, in the Parish 
hall. Enjoy your spouse, your friends, a catered meal and 
the entertainment of comedian Shawn Reynolds! Mr Reyn-
olds is a 4-time showcase performer at the Christian Come-
dy Association’s national conference and has appeared 
locally on NBC & ABC. We look forward to seeing you so 
grab your friends, fill a table, and RSVP ASAP! Cost is $45 
per couple and you can reserve your spot by calling St. 
Mary’s Parish office or using this website https://
stmarychurch.net/marriage-ministry  

Westphalia Historical Society Cemetery Walk 
 

The Westphalia Historical Society is having their fourth 
Cemetery Walk on Sunday, September 17th at 2:00pm at 
the St Mary's cemetery in Westphalia.  The Rain Date will 
be Sunday, September 24th at 2:00pm.  This year we will 
portray 5 of our outstanding citizens.  Mathias Belen, owner 
of the Belen Meat Market was very generous if you could 
not pay.  Marie Bengel was a German war bride, had to 
marry in secret.  Joe Martin was our full time organist for 53 
years.  Sr Bonifacia Gunther was born in the German Sau-
erland and was our Sister Superior and teacher for 31 
years.  Johann Fuchs has been called the "Father of Immi-
gration" and his letters were very influential in bringing Ger-
man families to Westphalia.  Most of these people will be 
portrayed by direct descendants.  This event is free and 
family friendly, however donations are happily accept-
ed.  Sweet cider and homemade cookies will be provid-
ed.  Any questions call Margie Wirth 989-587-6984.  

Quilters Needed 
 

Quilters are needed to complete a quilt for the 
2018 parish festival.  Quilting will begin on 
Monday, September 18th at 10:00 am in the 
Msgr. Esper room.  For further information, 
call Lorraine at 593-2136. 

Generous University Scholarships &  
Opportunity for a Free College Visit 

 

Attention high school seniors!  Ave Maria 
University (near Naples, FL) is offering the 
Michigan Scholarship ($28,000 over 4 
years) and the Michigan Homeschool 
Scholarship ($36,000 over 4 years) to local 
Catholic students, making an authentic Cath-

olic education affordable. Additional institutional and federal 
aid is also available. You are also invited to participate in 
the 2017 AMU Michigan Fly-In, which is a free college 
visit to AMU November 9-12 including airfare, lodging, 
food, etc.  Limited spots available!  For more information or 
to apply for the Fly-In, visit www.avemariafoundation.org. 

Special Mass for People with Disabilities 
 

The Archdiocese of Detroit is having a special Mass at 
10:15 AM on October 1 at St. Anastastia 
Church, 4571 John R, Troy, MI for people with disabilities. 
Bishop Arturo Cepeda will celebrate Mass and  
Fr. Mike Depcik will be one of the concelebrants. For addi-
tional information contact 586-416-2300, ext. 4032 or hyt-
tinenj@ccsem.org. 
 

Detroit Deaf Catholics – Day of Reflection with Fr. ken 
McKenna, Saturday, October 21, 2017 at St. John’s Deaf 
Center, 16103 Chesterfield Avenue, Eastpointe, MI.  To 
register or questions, please email jakkifelix04@gmail.com 
or call St. John’s Deaf Center (SJDC) Office VP: 586-439-
0146. 

Just a Reminder about the remind app that we use for the 
youth group! 
 

With Remind, you can choose to receive announcements 
via text message or email depending on your preference. 
There are two different groups set up: one for general youth 
group announcements related to retreats, fundraisers, 
Steubenville, and more; and another for our High School 
Women’s group. For parents of 8th graders, feel free to sign 
up for the general youth group announcements to stay in 
the loop with fundraisers and other information about 
Steubenville.  
 

To sign up to receive text messages for general youth 
group announcements, text @mhtyouths to 81010. For gen-
eral youth group email announcements, send a blank email 
to mhtyouths@mail.remind.com. For Women’s group, text 
@wgmht to 81010 or send a blank email to 
wgmht@mail.remind.com.  
 

Even  though we still do have this tool, still look to the bulle-
tin for any announcements.  If you have any questions, feel 
free to email me at mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com. 
 

Little Caesar's Pizza Kit Fundraiser- Our first fundraiser 
for Steubenville will already be starting the week after 
school starts! This is a great early start on getting that 
Steubenville trip cost down by next summer. Forms will be 
handed out at the first day of Religious Ed. If you miss get-
ting a form there then please pick up one at the Parish of-
fice or contact me by email! 
 

         Start Date: September 11th 
         End Date: October 18th 
         Delivery Date: October 26th (3pm-6pm) 

mailto:mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com
tel:(517)%20675-7355
mailto:tvuchetich@gmail.com
mailto:development@sharedpregnancy.org
mailto:development@sharedpregnancy.org
https://stmarychurch.net/marriage-ministry
https://stmarychurch.net/marriage-ministry
http://www.avemariafoundation.org
mailto:hyttinenj@ccsem.org
mailto:hyttinenj@ccsem.org
mailto:jakkifelix04@gmail.com
mailto:mhtyouths@mail.remind.com
mailto:wgmht@mail.remind.com
mailto:mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com
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Monday - September 11 
     7:00 p.m. + Helen Spitzley & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 
Tuesday - September 12 
     8:15 a.m. +  Howard & Harriett Cavanaugh & Living & 
  Deceased Members of the Family 
Wednesday – September 13 
     6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations   
     7:00 p.m. + Harriet & Howard Cavanaugh & Living & 
  Deceased Members of the Family 
Thursday – September 14 
    8:15 a.m..+  Alice Spitzley 
Friday – September 15 
     8:15 a.m. + Ferd & Anna Knoop, Including Marie  
  Warnke & Living & Deceased Members of 
  the Family 
Saturday - September 16  
     8:15 a.m. + For the Deceased Clergy of the Diocese of 
  Lansing 
     1:30 p.m. Wedding of Sabrina Thelen & Quintin  
  Bierstetel 
     4:30 p.m. + Richard Schmitz 
Sunday - September 17 
    8:30 a.m.   People of the Parish 
   10:30 a.m.+ Sandra Thelen & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 

Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, September 16 & 17 
4:30 p.m. - Tony Schafer, Jerome R. Thelen, Lonnie 
Schueller, Volunteer 
8:30 a.m. - Randy Wirth, Glenn Esch, Neil Hufnagel, Ronn 
Thelen 
10:30 a.m.- David Klein, Brent McCarty, Roy Witgen, Neil 
Feldpausch 

Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, September 16 & 17 
4:30 p.m. - Jack, Anna & Sam Vanneste, Holly Schmitz 
8:30 a.m. - Kara Esch, Nathan Epkey, Logan Klein, Tony 
Hufnagel 
10:30 a.m. - Christi, Mary & Augustine Spitzley, Tony 
Piggott 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Regina Martin, Sean 
Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey 
Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, 
Kenny Briganti, Theresa Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward 
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Julie 
Wieber Schafer, Irene (Luttig) Weber, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, 
Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, 
Scott Kus, Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Gregg Platte,  Frank 
Hufnagel, Norman Goerge,  Lynda Esch, Jim O. 
Koenigsknecht, Mindy Simon,  Janet Armbrustmacher 
(Allan), Marie Weber, Jenine Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, 
Josiah Ledger, Adam Pohl, Jordy Wohlscheid, Sharon 
Becker, Jennifer Grace Schrauben, Marian Halfman, Janet 
Simon and a special intention. 
 

Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can 
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

Mass Servers During This Week 
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Ella Hufnagel, Bryce Ward 
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer 
Wed., 7:00 p.m. -  Amber Epkey, Chloe Hyland, Taryn 
Schmitz 
Thur., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer 
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - Peter Simon, Jonathan Fowler 

Readings for the Week of September 10, 2017 
 

Monday Colossians 1:24—2:3; Psalms 62:6-7, 9; 
 Luke 6:6-11  
Tuesday Colossians 2:6-15; Psalms 145:1b-2, 8-9, 10
 -11; Luke 6:12-19 
Wednesday Colossians 3:1-11; Psalms 145:2-3, 10-11, 
 12-13ab;  Luke 6:20-26 
Thursday Numbers 21:4b-9; Psalms 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 
 36-37, 38; Philippians 2:6-11; John 3:13-17 
Friday 1 Timothy 1:1-2, 12-14; Psalms 16:1b-2a 
 and 5, 7-8, 11; John 19:25-27 
Saturday 1 Timothy 1:15-17; Psalms 113:1b-2, 3-4, 5a 
 and 6-7; Luke 6:43-49  

September 10, 2017 
 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
 

Parish Office Hours 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm 
 

To Contact Us: 
Parish Office:               593-2162 
Fax:                               593-2171 

E-Mail:     office@mhtparish.com 
Website:              mhtparish.com 

 

Most Holy Trinity School: 593-2616 

Holy Hour to End Abortion 
 

Please join us in church on Mondays and Wednesdays at 
10:00 am. for a holy hour to pray for women thinking about 
having an abortion.  

 
 

First Publication: 
 

Adam Shinaver;  Son of John & Karen 
Shinaver 
 

Amanda Luttig;  Daughter of Larry & 
Michele Luttig 
 
Third Publication:  Quintin Bierstetel & 
Sabrina Thelen 

 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

September 2 & 3 Collection………………….......$9,199.65 
 

Special Collections 
Newspapers…………...……………………………....  172.00 
Capital Improvements.………………………………. 300.00 
ETF………………………………………………………   60.00 

 
Monthly Finance Report for August 

 

Sunday Collection - All Sources……………….$51,407.27 
Sunday Collections - Year to Date…………...$109,380.83 
Sunday Collections - FY 17 Budget………....$668,000.00 
Percentage Collected Through August - 16.37% 


