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The Tragedy of the Malformed Conscience 
The recent release of those ghoulish Planned Parenthood 
videos, in which doctors and other officials openly hawk fe-
tal body parts, has some people asking what happened to 
the consciences of the people engaged in such barbarity. 
The easy answer is that their consciences have been dulled 
by willing participation in the evil of abortion. And that’s true 
as far as it goes. But it raises further questions: If they sin-
cerely don’t believe that abortion is evil, how can they be 
held culpable for participating in it? After all, they’re just fol-
lowing their consciences; aren’t we all supposed to follow 
our conscience? 
 

Of course we are, says the Church. Lest we forget it, we 
have even Nancy Pelosi to remind us. Citing the primacy of 
conscience is the educated Catholic’s favorite way of exon-
erating herself and being proud of it. But the Church also 
reminds us of the duty to form our consciences well. That 
means, among other things, that we must acknowledge the 
objective force of the divine and natural law. The precepts 
and norms of that law bind us morally not because we in-
vent them, or acknowledge them, or choose to bind our-
selves by them. They bind us because they prescribe the 
forms and limits of rational behavior, given the kind of crea-
ture we are and irrespective of our actual choices, so that 
we ought to see ourselves as bound by them. A well-formed 
conscience is the product of sincere effort to learn those 
norms and precepts and a free decision to live by them. 
 

Admittedly, most of us fail at that in some-or-other respect. 
We fail through ignorance, confusion, sloth, or willful ration-
alization. That sometimes generates a paradox: When a 
person’s conscience is malformed, it can easily happen that 
their doing one thing which is morally obligatory—following 

their conscience—consists in doing something else which, 
objectively speaking, is morally forbidden even though they 
don’t know it. Thus and at one level, the tragedy of the mal-
formed conscience is that it’s so easy to do a wrong thing 
by doing a right thing—like the millions of Germans who 
accommodated, even fostered, the barbarities of Nazism 
because they were honestly striving, in conscience, to be 
“good Germans.” Or today, like Pelosi and all those other 
Catholics in public life who have no problem with supporting 
abortion as a conscientious “choice” for women in difficulty. 
And if you’re not absolutely opposed to killing children 
about to be born, of course you’re not going to have a prob-
lem with using the cadavers to benefit medical research. 
 

But there’s an even deeper level to the tragedy of the mal-
formed conscience. By putting its subject in the position of 
doing wrong by doing right, a malformed conscience makes 
it impossible for that person to right himself. If my con-
science sincerely tells me to do A, when A is in fact an ob-
jectively grave evil, then if I refrain from doing A, as I ought, 
I violate my conscience. That would also be an objectively 
(and subjectively) grave evil. Such a dilemma is impossible 
for such a person to avoid on his own. And to the extent he 
is enmeshed by it in practice, he becomes still more cor-
rupt, because acting according to such a conscience readily 
becomes habitual. The only way out of such a tragic dilem-
ma is the divine grace that prompts some sinners to a radi-
cal metanoia or conversion of heart. 
 

A grand-scale example is what happened to the leading 
Nazis when Germany lost the war. The regime’s three main 
leaders—Hitler, Goering, and Goebbels—all committed sui-
cide. They knew there was no other way to escape the al-
ternatives of living like hunted animals, on the one hand, or 
imprisonment and execution on the other; and their pride 
would permit them neither alternative. At Nuremberg soon 
thereafter, the Allies tried other leading Nazis in an interna-

I found this article some time ago written by Michael  
Liccione and would like to share it with you.  - Fr. Dennis 
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From the Pastor Continued . . .  

Announcements 

24th Annual Lansing Life Chain: 
The Lansing area Life Chain is Sunday, October 4th.   Every 
year young women report deciding not to have an abortion 
after reading the signs and seeing the people praying. 
Students who participate understand that a third of their 
generation has disappeared; then they convince their friends 
not to kill their babies. Numbers of people step into volunteer 
pro-life positions after being part of a Life Chain - becoming 
more aware of the need to pray for people in crisis situations. 
This peaceful, prayerful, public witness is powerful! 
 

Courage/Encourage: Courage is a spiritual support group 
helping Catholic men and women live in accordance with the 
Catholic Church’s teaching on same-sex attraction. Courage 
members strive to develop lives of interior chastity in union 
with Christ, through participation in the sacraments, prayer, 
fellowship and moral support. For their latest information you 
can go online at:  http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/sites/
default/files/files/courage_0515.pdf  

tional court for war crimes. The evidence of those crimes was 
clear enough; what’s important here is the principle by which 
the perpetrators were judged culpable. They were judged not 
by any national or even international statute, but by a “higher 
law” (sometimes called “the natural law”) by which merely 
human enactments, such as those of Hitler’s regime, must 
themselves be judged. Enactments and mandates which vio-
late that law are illegitimate; as St. Thomas Aquinas put it, a 
human law which violates the divine and natural law is “no 
law at all.” At the dawn of the civil-rights movement in the 
1950s, Martin Luther King appealed to the same insight. But 
that wasn’t the only reason the Nazis being tried were con-
victed. 
 

Some have thought that trying the Nazis under such a law 
was itself unjust. Those men were, after all and as they said, 
“only following orders,” and those orders had been given by a 
popularly elected government. If that’s the only sort of law by 
which one sees oneself bound in conscience, then it seems 
unjust to hold one culpable for following it. How can it be just 
to blame people for following their conscience? Moreover, 
this whole “natural-law” business—especially if it’s called the 
“divine” as well as the natural law—was philosophically con-
troversial even in America and Britain, where the alternative 
jurisprudence of “legal positivism” had developed a foothold 
that seems almost unshakeable today. Isn’t it arbitrary to 
judge people according to a moral and legal theory that is by 
no means universally accepted? 
 

The proper response to that objection is this: The applicable 
precepts of the natural law are ones that, in the phrase of 
Catholic philosopher J. Budzisewski, we can’t not know. Tak-
ing the example at hand, we can’t not know that genocide is 
profoundly immoral, even if many can’t articulate exactly 
why. I don’t think that’s terribly controversial; to pretend oth-
erwise is corrupt. But if there are moral norms we can’t not 
know, then we are culpable for choosing to act as though we 
don’t know they bind us. That’s the conviction which animat-
ed the best among those who prosecuted the Nazis at Nu-
remberg. They rejected the defense: “We were only following 
orders” because those following the orders were culpable for 
not knowing those orders were wrong and ought to be diso-
beyed. 
 

On a slightly lesser scale, that’s the deeper tragedy of the 
malformed conscience among those Americans who have a 
hard time seeing what the fuss about abortion and Planned 
Parenthood is about. At this point we can’t not know that a 
late-term “fetus” is an innocent human being, and we can’t 
not know that the direct, intentional killing of an innocent hu-
man being is gravely immoral if anything is. Instead, many 
pretend that such a fetus is an innocent human being only if 
her/his mother chooses so to regard it. That is absurd. Oth-
ers argue that, even granted such creatures are innocent 
human beings, sometimes their lives must be deliberately 
sacrificed so as to spare the mother the difficulties that would 
otherwise ensue. Haven’t we supposedly evolved beyond 
human sacrifice? But there are many who, for reasons of 
their own, have managed to suppress that knowledge, so 
that they are genuinely unaware they possess it. 
 

I would also argue that on other, less gruesome topics, this is 

a major problem among American Catholics today. As Cath-
olics we can’t not know that persons are to be loved, not 
used, but much of our behavior in sexual and/or economic 
matters seems to consist of using people in apparently good 
conscience rather than loving them. That is culpable malfor-
mation of conscience. And it presents what I believe is the 
major pastoral problem for the Church throughout the world 
today. 
 

Well-formed Catholics know that, according to Church teach-
ing, “[f]or a sin to be mortal, three conditions must together 
be met: “Mortal sin is sin whose object is grave matter and 
which is also committed with full knowledge and deliberate 
consent” {CCC §1857}. Obviously, if one freely does some-
thing whose object is grave matter, but one never knew it’s 
grave matter, one lacks “full knowledge” and thus is not guilty 
of mortal sin. But what if one’s lack of full knowledge is itself 
culpable, and thus fails to exonerate one of mortal sin? If one 
has already chosen, for whatever reason, to suppress one’s 
knowledge of what one can’t not know, that is by no means a 
far-fetched possibility.  
 

I believe that pastors and confessors at every level of the 
Church need to take account of that.  And we are reaping the 
fruits. Many tragedies of malformed consciences go unrecog-
nized and therefore uncorrected by the grace available 
through the Church. 
 

God bless,                Fr. Dennis 

Evening of Prayer and Presentations on the suffering 
of our Christian brothers and sisters in the Middle East 
 

A time of prayer and presentations on the sufferings  
of our brothers and sisters in the Middle East.   

There will also be a time of hospitality after in the parish 
hall.   

 

When:  On Monday evening, at 7:00 pm.  
Where:  St. Joseph’s Melkite Parish  

725 West Mt. Hope: corner of Rundle St. in Lansing 
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Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

 MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life 
 

Mon., Sept. 14       Mass @ 8:15 a.m.    
        (Exultation of the Holy Cross) 
Thurs., Sept. 17        3rd/4th Grade Mass @ Hazel Findlay 
Tues., Sept.  22        Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Wed., Sept. 30        School Picture Day 
Fri., Oct. 2        Mass @ 8:15 a.m. (First Friday) 
 

Website:  Please refer to the school’s page on the parish 
website for lots of information regarding upcoming events, 
policies, announcements, etc. (www.mhtparish.com) 
 

Volunteers Needed:  The school is looking for adults (age 
18 and up) who would be interested in volunteering to help 
out with our Friday Hot Lunches.  Interested persons should 
contact the school office (593-2616) for more information.   
 

Great First Week:  The school year is off to a great start.  It 
was great to see so many parents join us for our opening 
day prayer last Tuesday.  You are more than welcome to 
join us anytime for all school prayer on the first day of each 
week in the morning.  You can also join us for prayer at the 
end of the day.  Students in grades 1 – 4 will gather outside 
their classrooms every afternoon for prayer to end the day 
at about 3:05 p.m. and middle school students will do the 
same in the hallway outside their lockers.  Students will nat-
urally be a little more tired after this first week of school but 
don’t worry they will soon adjust to the schedule and rou-
tine.  If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to give us a 
call. 
 

Mass Date Change:  Please be mindful that our school 
Mass is on Monday, September 14, this week to celebrate 
the Exultation of the Holy Cross.   
 

We can all call upon the Holy Spirit for strength, wisdom, 
and intimacy with God. Pray the prayer to the Holy Spirit, 
and spend some time thanking Him for dwelling within you. 
His presence within you unites you to the life of the Trinity.  
from - A 40-Day Spiritual Workout for Catholics 

Catholic Women’s Conference  
 

The Diocese of Lansing Catholic Women's Conference 
“Dance in His Vineyard” on Saturday, October 24th  at the 
Causeway Bay Hotel in Lansing. The day includes 
speakers, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, praise and 
worship, time with other Catholic women and Mass with 
Bishop Boyea.  For more information or to register, visit 
http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/catholic-womens-
conference. 

Appeal from the Knights of Columbus for 
aid to the Christians of the Middle East 

 

The Knights of Columbus is committed to as-
sisting our Christian brothers and sisters who 
are suffering in the Middle East.  At this year’s 

Supreme Convention, I announced a “Season of Truth” 
dedicated to raising awareness of their plight, and the 
plight of other religious minorities in the region.  The vio-
lence in the Middle East has led to many deaths and the 
greatest refugee crisis since WWII.  Over four million peo-
ple have been displaced.  Among the most affected are 
Iraqi and Syrian Christians, who are the victims of ongoing 
systematic cleansing and persecution.  While the Christian 
population in Iraq once numbered above a million, violence 
has reduced that number by more than 65%.  This human 
catastrophe has drawn commentary from Pope Francis, 
who said this of the persecution:  Today we are dismayed 
to see how in the Middle East and elsewhere in the world 
many of our brothers and sisters are persecuted, tortured 
and killed for their faith in Jesus.  In this third world war, 
waged piecemeal, a form of genocide is taking place.  As 
Knights of Columbus, we cannot be part of what Pope 
Francis has called the “complicit silence” of many who hear 
of these atrocities and do nothing.  We must act.  To date, 
we have donated more than $4 million to relief efforts in 
Iraq and Syria through the Knights of Columbus Christian 
Refugee Relief Fund.  We have also launched a website 
and released a commercial to raise awareness of the crisis.  
However, more assistance is needed, as the response 
from the international community has been woefully inade-
quate. 
 

Please go to christiansatrisk.org to learn more about this 
humanitarian emergency and to make a donation that will 
provide material assistance to those refugees.  Please also 
consider sharing this message with your family and friends.  
We are called to stand in solidarity with all those Christians 
around the world who are suffering from violent persecu-
tion, offering spiritual and material assistance to these vic-
tims of crimes against humanity.  Please pray daily for our 
Christian brothers and sisters - for their perseverance in 
faith and hope, the improvement of their living conditions, 
and the restoration of peace in their land. 
 

Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, 
CT  06510 or call (203) 752-4000. 

 

40 Days for Life 
September 23rd till  

November 1st 

Please join us in prayer and fasting for 
an end to abortion 

 

 

Local Contact person 
Chris Veneklase   517-528-8502 

signup4prayer@gmail.com  
 

Kick off of the campaign 
WomanCare 

840 East Mount Hope Avenue 
Lansing, Michigan 

September 20th at 7:00 PM 
 

Welcome, short explanation of campaign and its princi-
ples for newcomers, a personal testimony of a cou-
ple's experience with abortion followed by a candle-
light vigil on site in front of the abortion clinic begin-

ning at 8:00 pm. and lasting until 8:30 PM 
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Director of Music Ministry 
Eduardo Guerra - eddieguerra@icloud.com 

Director of Religious Education 
Paul Fahey—mhtdre@gmail.com—593-3174 

News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas 

Religious Education classes for grades 1-8 begins on 
Monday, September 14th. High school religious education 
begins on Monday, September 28th. To register please 
visit mhtparish.com/religious-education 
 

RCIA: Are you interested in becoming Catholic? Haven't 
practiced your faith but would like to come back to the 
Church? Or would you like to learn more about the faith? 
 

Please contact Paul Fahey at (989) 593-3174 or via email 
at mhtdre@gmail.com or Adam Halfman at (989) 593-2162 
or via email at mhtyouth@gmail.com. We would love to help 
you grow in your faith! 
 

Catechists Wanted:  Has God put in your heart a love for 
the Catholic faith? Are you looking for a way to share that 
faith with the next generation? Do you have a passion for 
teaching? 
 

The parish is looking for catechists to help teach grade 
school and high school students in religious education. 
Never run a class by yourself? Don't worry, we will pair you 
with another catechist. 1st - 8th grade meet twice a week 
during school hours from September through May and 9th - 
12th grade meet Monday evenings from September through 
March.  
 

Ask the Lord if you think He is calling you to this important 
ministry. Contact Paul Fahey if you are interested or want 
more information.  

Director of Youth Ministry 
Mary Schomisch - mhtyouthmary@gmail.com 

MHT MUSIC MINISTRY 2015 FALL UPDATES 
 

Adult Choir: Rehearsal will resume on Tuesday September 
15th, 2015 and singing at the 8:30am Mass will resume on 
Sunday September 20th. I look forward to seeing everyone 
and maybe even gain more members to join us! If the Lord 
is calling you to sing, then please just show up for rehears-
als on Tuesday’s from 5:30pm until 6pm.  Please pray 
about it and join us!  
 

Children’s Choir: Will begin rehearsal’s Tuesday Septem-
ber 15th in the choir loft from 3pm until 4pm.  We look for-
ward to seeing you and I hope you are ready for another 
great liturgical year of song and praise unto the Lord! All are 
welcome! 
 

More updates concerning MHT music day retreat and look-
ing ahead with Advent and Music Cantata.  I know it’s a 
stretch but the year moves quickly.   
 

Musically Yours,   Eduardo R. Guerra 

Vocations and Pro-Life Breakfast Buffet 
Everyone is Welcome! 

 

The Fowler Most Holy Trinity Knights of 
Columbus will be serving a delicious all-you-
can-eat benefit breakfast buffet (sausage, 

ham, eggs, pancakes, etc.) on Sunday, September 13th 
from 8:30 am to noon at the Most Holy Trinity Activity 
Center in Fowler. Please bring your family and friends! 
 

Price: At-Will Donations accepted 

Mission: Ignite permission slips are available on the Youth 
Ministry tab of the parish website.  Ignite is a day retreat 
hosted at Flint Powers High School on Saturday, Septem-
ber 26. Cost for the day is $10. Permission slips are due the 
day before, but let me know if you plan on coming so I can 
make sure to have enough drivers. 
 

Pizza Kits: It’s that time of the year again! Our first Little 
Caesar’s Pizza Kit Fundraiser is underway! Order forms are 
available on Sunday and Wednesday nights at the Youth 
Center. Orders are due Friday, October 16. Pizza Kits will 
be delivered Thursday, October 22 and can be picked up 
between 3 and 6 pm. It's not too early to start raising funds 
for Steubenville or LEAD! 

Thank You! 
 

The family of Roy N. Pung wishes to thank each and eve-
ryone for all the love, prayers, support, Masses, flowers 
and generous donations in Roy’s memory.  To Father Den-
nis for the beautiful Mass and his touching heartfelt words.  
To Father Koenigsknecht for being with us for the Blessing 
and Prayers at the house.  To Rosie VanElls and the choir 
for the beautiful music and songs.  To Bonnie & Vern The-
len and the kitchen servers for the delicious meal.  For all 
who brought food for the dinner and to the house. 
 

To Dr. John Walling, Dr. Christopher Beal, Dr. Joseph Wil-
helm and Dr. John Kolstoe and office staffs who provided 
excellent care and kindness to Roy these past ten years.  
To Hospice Advantage for care, comfort and compassion, 
Jeanette, Beth and Julie. 
 

The Keck Coleman Funeral Home for their professionalism 
and all their personal help.  You made it so much easier for 
us to say “Goodbye.” 
 

To all others who shared words of comfort and memories.  
We cannot express our gratitude enough.  We have been 
truly blessed by all this kindness.   
 

In lieu of thank you notes, a donation is being made to the 
Hospice Advantage and to Most Holy Trinity Educational 
Trust Fund. 
 

Helen, Jane, John, Jim, Jeff, Julie & Families 

Hunter Safety 
 

A Michigan DNR Hunter Education class sponsored by the 
Fowler Conservation Club will be held Tuesday, September 
15th and Wednesday, September 16th from 5:30 PM to 
9:00 PM each evening. Class size is limited. Pre-
registration is required. Students will receive Home Study 
materials and must complete review questions prior to the 
first class session. Both evening sessions MUST be attend-
ed to complete field exercises and take the test. Please call 
Eric Buhr at 989 292-9637 between 7:00 PM and 9:00 PM 
to register. 
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Monday - September 14 
     8:15 a.m. + Living Members of the John P. & Regina 
  Schmitt Family 
    7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer Service and Evening of 
                          Testimonies at St. Joseph’s Melkite  
                          Catholic Church in Lansing 
Tuesday – September 15 
    8:15 a.m. + For the Parish Intentions in memory of Phil 
  Spitzley 
Wednesday – September 16 
     6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations 
     7:00 p.m. + Helen Spitzley 
Thursday – September 17 
    8:15 a.m. +  Marie Warnke & the Deceased Members of 
  the Knoop Family 
   10:00 a.m. Mass at Hazel Findlay 

Friday – September 18 
     8:15 a.m. + John Luttig (1st Anniversary) 
Saturday - September 19 
     8:15 a.m. + Harold & Anna Pung & Living & Deceased 
  Members of the Family 
     1:00 p.m. Wedding of Kyle Jandernoa & Mackenzie 
  Simon 
     4:30 p.m. + Alvin Fox & Living & Deceased Members of 
  the Family 
Sunday - September 20 
     8:30 a.m. + Doug Witt, Including Mark, Norbert, & Julie 
  Feldpausch & Living & Deceased Members 
  of the Family 
   10:30 a.m.  People of the Parish 

Mass Servers During This Week 
Mon., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School Mass 
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer  
Wed., 7:00 p.m. -  Nick, Grace & Rachel Epkey 
Thur., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer  
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - Caiden & Chase Pung 

Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, September 19 & 20 
4:30 p.m. - Tony Schafer, Jerome R. Thelen, Lonnie 
Schueller, Volunteer 
8:30 a.m. – Alan Kramer, Gerry Schomisch, Philip Schmitt, 
Ralph Feldpausch 
10:30 a.m. - Brett Stump, Kirk Phillips, Dale Koenigsknecht, 
Hilary Stump 

Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, September 19 & 20 
4:30 p.m. – Caleb Feldpausch, Brandon Platte, David & 
Brian Armbrustmacher 
8:30 a.m. - Tony Hufnagel, Randy Koenigsknecht, Mason 
Pline, Katherine Smith 
10:30 a.m. - Delanie, Preston & Camden Braun, Chad Klein 

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. weekday Mass. 
The intention for this week is to pray for those who are 
spiritually lost may be filled with God’s grace to recognize 
the way home. 

Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it possi-Our thanks to the many businesses that make it possi-Our thanks to the many businesses that make it possi-Our thanks to the many businesses that make it possi-
ble for the bulletin to be costble for the bulletin to be costble for the bulletin to be costble for the bulletin to be cost----free to our parish.free to our parish.free to our parish.free to our parish. 

 
 

Ken’s Kar Kare 

 

Readings for the Week of September 13, 2015 
 

Monday Numbers 21:4b-9; Psalms 78; Phil 2:6-11; 
 John 3:13-17 
Tuesday 1 Timothy 3:1-13; Psalms 101; John 19:25-
 27 or Luke 2:33-35 
Wednesday 1 Timothy 3:14-16; Psalms 111; Luke 7:31-
 35 
Thursday 1 Timothy 4:12-16; Psalms 111; Luke 7:36-
 50 
Friday 1 Timothy 6:2c-12; Psalms 49; Luke 8:1-3 
Saturday 1 Timothy 6:13-16; Psalms 100; Luke 8:4-
 15 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Carl Stump, Regina 
Martin, Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, 
Adam Schaefer, Sarah Fox-Klein, Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke 
Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulye, Marla Thelen, Kenny 
Briganti, Jenny Scott, Jeff Pline, Sharon (Thelen) Droste, Theresa 
Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, 
Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Don Simon, Roman Arens, Roy 
Frechen, Paul Soyka, Julie Wieber Schafer, Dan Spitzley, Irene 
(Luttig) Weber, Maryann Esch, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall and a 
special intention. 
 

Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can 
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

Amount needed each weekJJJJ....JJJ.$13,200.00 
September 5 & 6 CollectionJJJJJ..J.J... 12,680.96 
Shortage..JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ. -     519.04 
Envelopes used:  178 

 
 
 

2nd Publication: Darren Fedewa &Tayler Lamont. 
 

3rd Publication: Kyle Jandernoa &  Mackenzie Simon. 

 
 

On Thursday, September 17 at 
10:00 a.m. we will be celebrat-
ing Mass at Hazel Findlay Nurs-
ing Home in St. Johns. 
 

Please come and join us. 

John Paul Spitzley; Son of Dan & Melissa 
(Armbrustmacher) Spitzley. 
 

We welcome John to our parish family. 


