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Bring Love into Your Home 
 

“It is easy to love the people far away.   
It is not always easy to love those close 
to us.  It is easier to give a cup of rice to 

relieve hunger than to relieve the 
loneliness and pain or someone 

unloved in our own home.  Bring love 
into your home for this is where our 

love for each other must start.  
 

                                    St. Teresa of Calcutta 

I don’t understand why priests have to be celibate. 
 

Dear friends,  
 

Last week we witnessed as a Church the canonization of St. 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta.  Her life is an excellent example 
of total self-giving.  The celibate and vows of chastity of 
consecrated religious, like Mother Teresa are an important 
reminder to us that there is something beyond this world.  
Why would anyone give up the beauty and joys of marriage 
and children?  Celibacy is a sign to the church and the 
world that our lives ultimately point to the life of heaven. 
 

Just recently I came across this article by Fr. Brett Brannen 
on priestly celibacy, probably one of the most misunder-
stood disciples of the Church.  I think it’s a very insightful 
and helpful reflection on the beauty of celibacy. 
 

God bless,       Fr. Dennis 
 

I once heard the story of the Lotha tribe in Nagaland, India, 
a place that many Protestant missionaries had visited. They 
had all tried to convert the tribesmen to Christianity, but no 
one could convince the elderly chief to convert, and his de-
cision was determinative for the others. Finally, in 1952, a 
Catholic priest went to this tribe and began to preach the 
Christian message, much as the Protestant missionaries 
had done before him. When the chief, Mothungo Ezung, 
learned that the priest was celibate—not married precisely 
to show the world that the Christian message about eternal 
life is true—he converted to the Catholic Faith immediately, 
taking the baptismal name Peter. The chief was impressed 
and inspired that priests were willing to forgo something as 
valuable as marriage and children, because of Jesus Christ 
and his promise of eternal life. With the chief, 2,600 people 
in four villages converted to Christianity! At the time of this 
writing, the chief’s grandson, Mhonchan Ezung, is a semi-
narian for the diocese of Metuchen, New Jersey. 
 

“In an age so steeped in sex and pleasure-seeking ma-
terialism, should there not be somewhere on this planet 

those who joyously and generously offer their bodies 
as concrete proof of their conviction of the supremacy 
of the spiritual over the material, and as a sign of love 
for Him who did not spare even His own Son for love of 
us?”           Jean Guitton, French Philosopher 
 

We live in a sex-saturated society. Sex or sensuality is fea-
tured on our televisions, computers, billboards, and maga-
zines. The message we receive from the media is very 
clear: no person can be happy and fulfilled unless they are 
having a lot of sex. This is simply not true. But if you speak 
a lie often enough, people begin to believe it. This is one of 
the reasons many people are skeptical about celibacy. 
 

First, celibacy does not imply that sexual relations in mar-
riage are impure, to the contrary! The Church has always 
upheld the beauty of marriage and family, often in spite of 
intense pressure by societies or governments to weaken or 
“broaden” this sacred institution. A respect for marriage 
goes hand-in-hand with respect for celibacy: 
 

“Most Catholic people marry, and all Catholics are taught to 
venerate marriage as a holy institution, a Sacrament, an 
action of God upon our souls; one of the holiest things we 
encounter in this life. In fact, it is precisely the holiness of 
marriage that makes celibacy precious; for only what is 
good and holy in itself can be given up for God as a sacri-
fice. Just as fasting presupposes the goodness of food, 
celibacy presupposes the goodness of marriage. To des-
pise celibacy, therefore, is to undermine marriage itself—as 
the early Fathers pointed out.” 
 

Second, instead of committing to a single woman, a priest 
gives himself to every man, woman, and child. This is the 
practical aspect of celibacy. A priest does not go to work, 
earn a living, and return home to the demands of ordinary 
family life. Instead, he sacrifices the good of wife and chil-
dren in order to be free to serve the parish. He is up early, 
not to feed his children breakfast, but to feed the people of 
God with the Eucharist. He is up late, not to pore over fi-
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nances with his wife, but to review the parish budget with 
the finance council. St. Paul describes this well: “I have be-
come all things to all men, so as to save at least some of 
them. All this I do for the sake of the Gospel (1Cor 9:22-
23).” 
 

Third, celibacy is firmly rooted in scripture and Church tradi-
tion. Jesus himself said that some people “have renounced 
marriage for the sake of the kingdom of God. Whoever can 
accept this ought to accept it” (Mt 19:12). Writing a few 
years after Jesus’ resurrection, St. Paul also recommended 
celibacy, saying, “The unmarried man is anxious about the 
affairs of the Lord, how to please the Lord; but the married 
man is anxious about worldly affairs, how to please his wife, 
and his interests are divided” (1 Cor 7:27-34). This prefer-
ence for priestly celibacy persisted in the early Church and 
quickly became the norm. 
 

Fourth, Jesus was celibate. Jesus never married because 
that was not the plan of the Father for him. A priest is asked 
to be like Jesus as much as possible, and to imitate Jesus 
by giving himself completely as a gift to others. To under-
stand this, we need to refer to a key theological concept 
found in scripture: throughout the New Testament, Jesus is 
described as the bridegroom and the Church as the bride. 
Now, because we understand that a priest is functioning in 
persona Christi capitis (in the person of Christ, the head 
of the Church), we can see that the priest symbolizes 
Christ’s union with the Church. At no time is this clearer 
than when a priest celebrates Holy Mass. As the priest 
stands at the altar, saying, “This is my Body, given up for 
you,” in essence he is renewing Jesus’ wedding vows to the 
Church. In this sense, the Mass is a profound act of marital 
intimacy. The priest’s celibacy mirrors Jesus’ celibacy, his 
exclusive love for his bride, the Church. 
 

Fifth, and perhaps most important, celibacy reminds us of 
the reality of heaven. Jesus taught that there is no marriage 
in heaven between men and women (Mark 12:25). This is 
because heaven is a wedding feast, the eternal celebration 
of the union between Jesus and his bride, the Church. This 
heavenly marriage is the real marriage, the one that lasts 
forever. 
 

I certainly realize that these are profound concepts, espe-
cially if you are considering them for the first time. You may 
be wondering how a man could forgo sex his whole life 
based on some metaphors from scripture. But these are no 
ordinary metaphors.  Pope Francis helps us as he writes:  
“The spiritual children which the Lord gives each priest, the 
children he has baptized, the families he has blessed and 
helped on their way, the sick he has comforted, the young 
people he catechizes and helps to grow, the poor he as-
sists… all these are the ‘Bride’ whom he rejoices to treat as 
his supreme and only love and to whom he is constantly 
faithful.”  (homily of Chrism Mass, 2014) 
 

Celibacy, an absurdity to the world, is a radical sign that 
heaven is real. When a priest gives up marriage and re-
sponds to a call to celibacy, people know he’s serious about 
the things above. He’s willing to make a tremendous sacri-
fice on earth to help people look toward the reality of heav-
en. 
 

Pope St. John Paul II, in his ground breaking work, The 
Theology of the Body, spends a great deal of time on this 
subject. To paraphrase, he says that all analogies are inad-
equate to describe our union with God in Heaven. But of all 

analogies, the marital embrace is the least inadequate.  
Jesus always gives us the grace to do what He asks us to 
do. The young man was ordained a deacon, and he is a 
happy priest today. 
 

Let me end with a practical illustration of the wisdom of celi-
bacy, again from the perspective of a married man. A good 
friend of mine is a Methodist minister and a very holy, dedi-
cated servant of God. He once told me this story:  “I was 
pastoring a very large church and really exerting myself to 
take care of so many people. One day, I left my house at 
six o’clock in the morning. and never stopped the entire 
day. At around seven thirty that night, my wife called me on 
my cell phone and asked, ‘Are you going to come home to 
me tonight, or are you going to stay at church?’ I asked, ‘Is 
it that bad?’ She replied, ‘Yes.’”  This minister acknowl-
edged that, although he loved his wife and children very 
much, he also admired and respected the discipline of celi-
bacy in the Catholic priesthood. He understood why Jesus 
would recommend celibacy for his priests. A priest gives all 
his love to Jesus and his Church. 
 

This article is an excerpt from A Priest in the Family: A 
Guide for Parents Whose Sons Are Considering Priest-
hood by Fr. Brett Brannen 

Diocesan Assembly  October 21-22
nd

  
 

Evangelizing is not always what 
you may think. When you think 
of “evangelizing,” do you imag-
ine going door to door, handing 
out religious leaflets to 
strangers, or standing on a 
street corner talking about Je-
sus?  That’s not the kind of 
evangelizing most of us are 
called to do. 
 

But it’s likely you have many chances to share with a loved 
one your personal experiences of God’s love in your life. If 
you’re presented with an opening in a conversation, the 
way you listen and the things you say may help a family 
member or friend to rediscover their faith. 
 

The Diocese of Lansing is hosting a conference on 
October 21-22

nd
 to help parishioners inspire others with 

the joy of their faith and learn to invite others back to the 
Church. The name of the conference is Called By Name – 
because we’re all called by name to have a personal rela-
tionship with Jesus, and because God calls you in a spe-
cial way to help him reach out to your spouse. 
 

The Called By Name Conference will: 
Help you speak with a loved one about faith without 
“turning them off.”  Help you share your experience of 
God’s love in a way that reflects your personality.  Encour-
age you to live your faith in a way that inspires others and 
learn to invite them back to the Church.  

Announcements 

Holy Hour to End Abortion 
 

Please join us in church on Mondays and Wednesdays at 
10:00 am. for a holy hour to pray for women thinking about 
having an abortion. This is the hour that the women begin to 
arrive at the abortion clinic on Mt. Hope in Lansing. 

https://www.vianneyvocations.com/product/a-priest-in-the-family/
https://www.vianneyvocations.com/product/a-priest-in-the-family/
https://www.vianneyvocations.com/product/a-priest-in-the-family/
http://faithcatholic.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bce00651b3d79405229a4b265&id=0a418d0ee4&e=1b55f0f61b
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Director of Evangelization & Faith Formation 
Andrea Schneider - adultfaithmht@gmail.com 

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

 MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life 
 

Important Upcoming Dates: 
Tuesday, September 20  Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Tuesday, September 20  Education Commission  
    Meeting @ 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, September 21 8

th
 Graders attend Mass at 

    Cathedral 
Tuesday, September 27  Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Wednesday, September 28 Picture Day 
 

Mass Days:  Please be mindful of our school Mass 
schedule as not all of our Mass days will be on Tuesdays.  
Our next Mass day is on Tuesday, September 20. 
 

Education Commission Meeting:  Our next meeting is 
Tuesday, September 20 at 7:00 p.m. in the school 
computer lab.  The meeting is open to the public. 
 

All Schools’ Mass:  On Wednesday, September 21, the 
MHT School 8

th
 graders will be going to Lansing to 

celebrate Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral for a diocesan-wide, 
all-schools’ Mass to kick off the school year. 
 

FHS Homecoming: Please watch emails and other 
announcements for information regarding spirit week as we 
celebrate Fowler High School Homecoming 2016 this next 
week. 
 

Picture Day:  This year school pictures will be taken on 
Wednesday, September 28. 
 

Protecting God’s Children Session:  There will be a 
Protecting God’s Children Session at MHT School on 
Tuesday, October 4, at 6:00 p.m.  All adults over the age of 
18 who volunteer to work in the school, supervise recess 
and drive for field trips must attend one of these sessions.   
 

If we are willing to silence ourselves and our phones and 
share the truths we discover about who we are in God’s 
eyes, we can become powerful witnesses to the truth. The 
choice is yours. -from Beyond Me, My Selfie & I 

News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas  

Director of Music Ministry 
Kayla Feldpausch - kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com 

Rehearsals will soon be underway for our various music 
groups:  
 

Adult Choir: Anyone high school-aged and older is wel-
come to join. Regular rehearsals will be on Wednesday’s  
directly following the 7:00 Mass. 
 

Children’s Choir: This group is open to grades 2-8. The 
next rehearsal will be Tuesday, September 20, after school 
(3:15 pm). The first Mass will be September 25 at 10:30 am. 
 

If you have questions or concerns, or would like to get in-
volved but are worried about the time commitment, please 
feel free to email me and we can discuss options. To get 
involved, either show up to a rehearsal or email me at kay-
la.mhtmusic@gmail.com  
 

A full Mass musician schedule for the Fall will soon be post-
ed to the parish website.  

33-Days to Morning Glory: Our Parish wide 33-Days to 
Morning Glory Retreat began on Sunday, September 4 
through First Friday, October 7. 
 

This Do-It-Yourself retreat will allow you to get to know our 
gentle Mother on a deeper level through short daily read-
ings. Corresponding videos for each week can be accessed 
from our website:http://www.mhtparish.com/formed.html 
 

Thursday, October 6 at 6:30pm there will be Adoration and 
Confession.  We will consecrate on the Feast of Our Lady 
of the Rosary, October 7.  Please contact Andrea Schnei-
der at adultfaithmht@gmail.com with questions. 
 

St. John Paul II’s Theology of the Body: Richard Budd, 
the Director of Marriage and Family Life Ministry at the Dio-
cese of Lansing is hosting a “short-course” on St. John 
Paul II’s Theology of the Body. As John Paul pointed out in 
his time, much of the confusion we have in the world re-
garding marriage, relationships, and sexuality stem from a 
misunderstanding of who the human person is as created 
by God. This course will try to address this confusion using 
the Theology of the Body tool that John Paul left us. We will 
be showing the classes via webinar (live-stream from the 
Downtown Lansing office) on Tuesday evenings at St. Mary 
Parish Hall, Westphalia beginning September 27th and run-
ning until October 25th. The classes will go from 7:00pm 
until 8:30pm. 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE - PRAY AND FAST!! 
 

Join us for an Ice Cream Social celebration/Kickoff Event 
(location to be announced) on Friday, September 23rd at 
7:00 pm to celebrate the closing of the WomanCare abor-
tion clinic. 
 

This fall’s 40 Days to Life campaign will be the largest na-
tional effort ever with campaigns in all 50 states. Daily pray-
er vigil and fast begins on September 28th and ends No-
vember 6th.  Register and sign up at:  
https://40daysforlife.com/lansing. Questions, please contact 
Rosie Feldpausch at nrfeldpausch@casair.net 
 

Daily vigil location: Across from the Frandor Planned 
Parenthood on Clippert St. 

MHT Dinner Raffle News 
 

MHT Dinner raffle ticket sales will be 
Saturday, October 1, 2016 at Becker  
Furniture. Sale times are 9:30a.m. to 
approximately noon. 

 

This year’s Dinner Raffle will be held 
on Saturday, November 5th. 

"Any country that accepts abortion is not teaching its peo-
ple to love but to use violence to get what they want." 
     Mother Teresa 

http://shop.franciscanmedia.org/products/beyond-me-my-selfie-and-i-finding-real-happiness-in-a-self-absorbed-world
mailto:kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com
mailto:kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com
http://www.mhtparish.com/formed.html
mailto:adultfaithmht@gmail.com
x-apple-data-detectors://0
x-apple-data-detectors://1
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Monday - September 19 
    7:00 p.m. + James & Agatha Schafer & Living &  
  Deceased Members of the Family 
Tuesday - September 20 
    8:15 a.m. + Barbara Skowenski 
Wednesday – September 21 
     6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations 
     7:00 p.m. + George & Joan Koenigsknecht & Living & 
  Deceased Members of the Family 
Thursday – September 22 
     8:15 a.m. + William & Clara Wieber & Living &  
  Deceased Members of the Family 
Friday – September 23 
     8:15 a.m. + Nancy Vroman & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 
Saturday - September 24 
     8:15 a.m. + For the Intentions of Scott & Jennifer  
  McDonald on the Occasion of their  
  Anniversary 
     4:30 p.m. + Richard Schmitz 
Sunday - September 25 
     8:30 a.m.  Living & Deceased Members of the Fowler 
  Knights of Columbus 
   10:30 a.m.  People of the Parish 

Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, September 24 & 25 
4:30 p.m. - Clare M. Thelen, Luke Thelen, Bruce Simon, 
Gary Schueller 
8:30 a.m. – Jim Braman, Jerome Spitzley, John Hufnagel, 
Kurt Thelen 
10:30 a.m. – Dan Pung, Duane Pung, Volunteer, Volunteer 

Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, September 24 & 25 
4:30 p.m. - Brooke & Emily Epkey, Brandon Platte, David 
Armbrustmacher 
8:30 a.m. - Hanna, Nathan, Jena & Nick Epkey 
10:30 a.m. – McKenzie, Josie, & Cooper Koenigsknecht, 
Kiley Bengel 

Mass Servers During This Week 
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Mary Beth Wohlfert, Evan Curtiss 
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School Mass 
Wed., 7:00 p.m. - Braedan & Carly Andros 
Thur., 8:15 a.m. - Andrew & John Irrer 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer 
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - Drew Armbrustmacher, Jack Schafer 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

September 10 & 11 Collection………..……….$ 11,798.50 
 

Parish Collections 
Spread the Faith………...………………….…….$       30.00 
Capital Improvement...…………………………..$     238.00 
Newspapers……………………………………….$       79.00 

Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it possi-
ble for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish. 

 
Smith Family Funeral Home 

 
 

Educational Trust Fund Annual Meeting 
 

The Educational Trust Fund Annual Meeting will be held on 
Monday, September 19

th
 at 8:00pm in the rectory base-

ment.  If you have any questions, concerns or suggestions 
regarding the ETF, feel free to attend this meeting.  Every-
one is welcome. 

Vocations and Pro-Life Breakfast Buffet 
Everyone is Welcome! 

 

The Fowler Most Holy Trinity Knights of Columbus will be 
serving a delicious all-you-can-eat benefit breakfast buffet 
(sausage, ham, eggs, pancakes, etc.) on Sunday, 
September 25th from 8:30 am to noon at the Most Holy 
Trinity Activity Center in Fowler. Please bring your family 
and friends! 
 

Price: At-Will Donations accepted 
 

Come Join Us in Honoring the Clergy and Religious in 
the Lansing Area 

 

September 22
nd

, 2016 – 6:00pm at St. Jude’s Parish Family 
Center – 801 N. Bridge St., Dewitt. Dinner tickets are $20 
each at door. Contact Dean Schrauben: 989-640-0341  

Michigan State Football Games 
 

MSU continues to look for additional “Volunteers” working 
as “Customer Service Reps”, for MSU’s Home Football 
Games. If you would enjoy helping to make MSU and our 
Visiting Team Fans feel Welcome, the Excitement of Game 
Day, Greeting, Assisting Fans, Watching the second half of 
the Game Free, and along with Helping our Council, Please 
consider becoming a “Volunteer”. For each “Volunteer”, 
MSU will donate $60 to our Fowler’s Council. 
 

MSU is expanding our duties, so please spread the word 
that we would appreciate more “Volunteers”. Volunteers 
Must be 18, but Do Not Need to be K of C Members. Ask 
your Spouse, Family Members, Friends and Neighbors. 
MSU does require a Background Check. 
 

To get a “Background Check Form” or Answer any of your 
questions, please contact Al Ruhl at 989-593-3321 or 989-
245-4912 (ajruler@4wbi.net) 

Brielle Ann Schmitt; Daughter of Justin & 
Stephanie (Esch) Schmitt. 
 

Emmett Roman Braun; Son of Jason & 
Casie (Platte) Braun. 
 

We welcome Brielle & Emmett to our parish 
family. 
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More News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas  

Most Holy Trinity 

Parish Festival 2016 
Bulletin Report 

       

2016 Parish Festival Income Expense Profit   

          2015 Profit 2014 Profit 

Money Raffle 27,260.00 6,707.00 20,553.00   21,320.00 20,168.76 

Quilt Raffle 4,291.00 1,011.96 3,279.04   4,440.36 4,292.78 

Special Raffles 1,065.00 540.52 524.48   694.44 51.00 

Parade 0.00 150.00 -150.00   -150.00 -150.00 

Food Court 15,933.00 5,537.90 10,395.10   10,141.22 8,408.29 

Pop Stand 1,310.50 529.76 780.74   553.14 189.50 

Ice Cream 802.75 509.16 293.59   404.44 224.28 

Country Store 1,961.28 250.00 1,711.28   1,854.00 2,578.01 

Elephant Ears 0.00 0.00 0.00   300.00 300.00 

Vegas 906.00 350.00 556.00   -149.00 172.44 

Bingo 598.50 209.63 388.87   422.87 437.60 

Arts & Crafts 940.00 100.00 840.00   886.01 659.51 

Games & Inflatables 5,332.50 3,310.22 2,022.28   1,716.60 1,352.03 

3 on 3 Basketball 3,769.00 566.76 3,202.24   2,246.76 2,460.87 

Volleyball 1,360.00 0.00 1,360.00   1,163.70 1,289.00 

Social Tent  4,672.00 2,679.60 1,992.40   1,266.38 1,666.96 

Tractor Pull 0.00 0.00 0.00   0.00 108.00 

Friday Movie Night 0.00 214.27 -214.27   402.89 374.80 

Miscellaneous  530.00 1,836.24 -1,306.24   -1,448.29 -1431.58 

Tent Rental 0.00 2,185.00 -2,185.00   -$2,110.00 -1,700.00 

Porta-Potty Rental 0.00 700.00 -700.00   -$575.00 -540.00 

       

Grand Total 70,731.53 27,388.02 $43,343.51  $43,380.52 $40,912.25 

        

Thank you to everyone for making this another successful Parish Festival! 
       

~ The Parish Festival Committee 

Fall Tutoring Services 
 

Tired of seeing your child struggle or want to help them get 
ahead? If so, I can help you out! My name is Erin Schafer. I 
am a certified teacher from the area. I am offering tutoring 
services 2 days/evenings a week. Tutoring sessions run for 
6 weeks at a time. The first session starts soon, hurry as 
sessions are filling fast. Please call or text me at 
517.490.6388 for more information or to sign your child up.  

Sheri Wohlfert to Speak in Portland 
 

The Women’s Faith Sharing Group of St. Pat-
rick Parish in Portland is hosting speaker 
Sheri Wohlfert September 24 from 9:00-11:00 
AM. Sheri’s discussion, “Living as a Woman of 
God”, will be accompanied by a light break-

fast. Sheri is a veteran motivational humorist who combines 
a huge sense of humor with a message rooted in the Gos-
pel. Her presentations leave audiences laughing, thinking, 
praying and finding God's fingerprints in all corners of life! 
Sheri is a teacher at St. Mary's elementary school in West-
phalia and has been involved in speaking and ministry for 
over 20 years with audiences of all ages and sizes. 
 

If you are interested in attending, please RSVP by Wed., 
Sept. 21 to 517-647-7959 (call) or 517-331-1276 (text or 

The 2016 Local Men’s Conference 
 

Featured speakers Robert Rogers and Tony Sperendi Sat-
urday, October 1. Registration 8:00am. Conference from 
8:30am to 12:30pm at the Agroliquid Headquarters, 3055 
W. M-21 St. Johns, MI  48879. Tickets $8.00 each or dona-
tion. Contact Tom Wenzlick 989-640-4400 or Dave Collins 
989-640-2691 St. Joseph Church, St. Johns. 
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The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to 
pray that our government and business leaders 
may welcome input from those who proclaim 
the work of God as it applies to moral ethics. 

Readings for the Week of September 18, 2016 
 
 

Monday Proverbs 3:27-34; Psalms 15:2-3a,  
  3bc-4ab, 5; Luke 8:16-18 
Tuesday Proverbs 21:1-6, 10-13; Psalms  119:1, 27, 
  30, 34, 35, 44; Luke 8:19-21 
Wednesday Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13; Psalms 19:2-3,  
  4-5; Matthew 9:9-13 
Thursday Ecclesiastes 1:2-11; Psalms 90:3-4, 5-6, 
  12-13, 14, and 17; Luke 9:7-9 
Friday  Ecclesiastes 3:1-11; Psalms 144:1b, 2abc, 
  3-4; Luke 9:18-22 
Saturday Ecclesiastes 11:9—12:8; Psalms 90:34,  
  5-6, 12-13, 14, and 17; Luke 9:43b-45 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Regina Martin, 
Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, 
Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa 
Schulte, Kenny Briganti, Sharon (Thelen) Droste, Theresa 
Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, 
Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Don Simon, Roman Arens, Julie 
Wieber Schafer, Irene (Luttig) Weber, Maryann Esch, Bill 
Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta, Fr. Bill 
Koenigsknecht, Dick Rehmann, Pam (Thelen) Stump, Janet 
Simmon, Scott Kus, Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Msgr. 
Sylvester Fedewa, Bryce Bongard, Gregg Platte, Charles 
Douglass, Fr. Dennis Howard, Frank Hufnagel, Arlene 
McCausey, Carolyn Klein, Norman Goerge, Fr. Charlon 
Mason, Reynold Goerge, Sharon Pung and a special 
intention. 
 

Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can 
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

Most Holy Trinity  
 

Sept 18, 2016 
 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
 

Parish Office Hours 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm 
 

To Contact Us: 
Parish Office:               593-2162 
Fax:                                593-2171 
E-Mail:     office@mhtparish.com 
Website:              mhtparish.com 

 

Most Holy Trinity School: 593-2616 

T he family of Carl Stump would like to thank all those 
who remembered them through prayers, visits, 

flowers, food and monetary donations at the time of Carl’s 
passing. Special thanks to Rev. Carl Simon, organist, 
Rosie VanElls, the choir and church secretaries, Tina & 
Cheryl, for all the hard work in helping plan his funeral 
celebration. John & Vicki Wieber’s team who cooked and 
helped serve the delicious meal. The Keck Coleman 
Funeral Home for their professional and caring staff. God 
bless each and every one of you. 

Novena  - Mary Undoer of Knots Novena 
 

On Wednesday, September 
28

th
 we will begin to pray as 

a parish a Novena to Our 
Lady Undoer of Knots.  She 
is our patroness of this Year 
of Mercy.  We invite every-
one to join us.  The Novena 
will end on Friday, October 
7

th
 the Feast of Our Lady of 

the Rosary. 
 

New here? Join us in pray-
er! Click here to get novena 
reminders by email! 
 

We all have some “knots” in 
our lives… and Mary can 
untie them! 

 

The devotion to Mary, Undoer of Knots has become more 
popular ever since Pope Francis encouraged the devotion 
in Argentina, and then spoke about it during his first year 
as pontiff. 
 

The theology of the devotion actually goes back to the 2
nd

 
century. Saint Irenaeus of lyons wrote that: “The knot of 
Eve’s disobedience was untied by the obedience of Mary; 
what the virgin Eve bound by her unbelief, the Virgin Mary 
loosened by her faith.”  So we will pray that the Blessed 
Virgin Mary will intercede for us all, to untie the knots of sin 
in our lives – so that we may be purified and ever closer to 
God. 
 

Below I have provided the prayer we will use each day of 
the Novena.  Please share this with your family members 
and our  
shut-in’s so that they can join together in prayer with all of 
us. 
 

Prayer to Our Lady Undoer of Knots 
 

Dearest Holy Mother, Most Holy Mary, you undo the knots 
that suffocate your children. Extend your merciful hands to 
me. I entrust to You today this knot [mention your request 

here] and all the negative consequences that it provokes in 
my life. 

 

Mary, Undoer of Knots, pray for me. 
 

Virgin Mary, Mother of fair love, Mother who never refuses 
to come to the aid of a child in need, Mother whose hands 
never cease to serve your beloved children because they 

are moved by the divine love and immense mercy that exist 
in your heart, cast your compassionate eyes upon me and 
see the snarl of knots that exists in my life.  You know very 
well how desperate I am, my pain, and how I am bound by 

these knots.  
 

Mary, Mother to whom God entrusted the  
undoing of the knots in the lives of his children,  
I entrust into your hands the ribbon of my life.  

No one, not even the evil one himself,  
can take it away from your precious care.  

 

In your hands there is no knot that cannot be undone.  
Powerful Mother, by your grace and intercessory power  

with Your Son and My Liberator, Jesus,  
take into your hands today this knot.   

 

Mary, Undoer of Knots, pray for me. 
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