
 
      Most Holy Trinity Parish         September 20, 2015 

As we prepare for Pope Francis’ first papal visit to the Unit-
ed States, we can be sure that the media is going to be 
foisting its agenda and making flippant comments about the 
Church, and talking about and to all kinds of dissenting 
Catholics.  People who call themselves Catholic and yet 
believe abortion is OK or same-sex unions, or sex before 
marriage, and they will surely parade all kinds of angry and 
negative people before the camera.  This should come as 
no surprise to us.  But will the people of the United States 
really listen to what the Holy Father says? 
 

I’ve borrowed an article form Fr. James Martin SJ, to help 
us prepare for the Holy Father’s Pastoral Visit which will 
take place from September 22-27

th
. 

 

One thing the Holy Father has been saying regularly to the 
Church, that’s us, is that he longs for a “Church that is 
Poor.”  That scares a lot of people.  Speaking to a large 
gathering of journalists, just after his election to the See of 
Peter, Pope Francis explained how he came to choose the 
name Francis: 
 

“And those words came to me: the poor, the poor. 
Then, right away, thinking of the poor, I thought of 
Francis of Assisi.... He is the man who gives us this 
spirit of peace, the poor man.... How I would like a 
church that is poor and for the poor!” 
 

A Church that is poor and for the poor, these words evoke 
the simplicity of St. Francis.  But beyond their lyricism and 
beauty, what, exactly, do these words mean? 
 

We can identify two ways that the church is for the poor. 
The first is that the church seeks to provide for the 
needs of the materially and spiritually poor. We typically 
associate this first way of being for the poor with works of 
mercy. The 25th chapter of Matthew’s Gospel sets forth our 
obligations to the “least of these”: feed the hungry, give 
drink to the thirsty, welcome the stranger, clothe the naked, 
care for the sick, visit the imprisoned. The church tradition-
ally adds a seventh, bury the dead. There are also, of 
course, the spiritual works of mercy: instruct the ignorant, 
counsel the doubtful, admonish sinners, suffer wrongs with 
patience, forgive willingly, comfort the afflicted and pray for 
the living and dead. These are concrete ways in which the 
church can be for the poor, providing material and spiritual 
goods that are otherwise lacking. 
 

Now the body of Christ, the church, does all these things 
and more, even if individual members do not. If the Gospel 
is to be believed, we will be judged on our care for the 
“least of these.” And it is this reality—that we stand under 
God’s judgment—that underscores the ultimate inadequacy 
of our own works of mercy. The only mercy we can offer the 
world, or one another, is temporary and incomplete. Our 
mercy, without God’s mercy, is vain. 
 

This brings us to the second way in which the church 
is for the poor: the church is for the poor in that we, the 
members of the body of Christ, are all afflicted by sin 
and the poverty of our fallen condition. God’s perfect 
response to our most profound poverty is his mercy, and 
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From the Pastor Continued . . .  

Announcements 

Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it possi-
ble for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish. 

 
 

Catholic Order of Foresters 

 

Courage/Encourage: Courage is a spiritual support group 
helping Catholic men and women live in accordance with 
the Catholic Church’s teaching on same-sex attraction. 
Courage members strive to develop lives of interior chastity 
in union with Christ, through participation in the sacraments, 
prayer, fellowship and moral support. For their latest 
information you can go online at:  http://
www.dioceseoflansing.org/sites/default/files/files/
courage_0515.pdf  

Catholic Women’s Conference  
 

The Diocese of Lansing Catholic Women's Conference 
“Dance in His Vineyard” on Saturday, October 24

th
  at the 

Causeway Bay Hotel in Lansing. The day includes 
speakers, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, praise and 
worship, time with other Catholic women and Mass with 
Bishop Boyea.  For more information or to register, visit 
http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/catholic-womens-
conference. 

the Catholic Church, founded by Jesus Christ, is the privi-
leged conduit of that mercy—the very sacrament of our sal-
vation. God forgives sins. He saves. He grants eternal life. 
Whatever temporary good we may accomplish by our own 
works of mercy, they can never replace that divine mercy, 
but instead serve as its heralds. That is not to denigrate our 
works of mercy but to insist on their inadequacy to the pov-
erty of sin. When our labors on behalf of the poor—our 
works of mercy—are cut off from the proclamation of the 
One Who Saves, our work remains sterile, merely human. 
 

In his first homily as pope, Francis made this point in the 
starkest terms: “We can walk as much as we want, we can 
build many things, but if we do not profess Jesus Christ, 
things go wrong. We may become a charitable N.G.O., but 
not the church, the bride of the Lord." 
 

The point is that a church that is truly for the poor must con-
cern itself with temporal needs but must also offer some-
thing eternal that exceeds the limits of mere human agency. 
The church is for the poor in the most profound sense when 
it acts as a channel for God’s saving grace and becomes an 
instrument of his mercy. 
 

God bless,            Fr. Dennis 

The Holy Father’s Itinerary for His Pastoral Visit 
 

Tuesday, Sept. 22 
• 4 p.m.: Pope Francis arrives in Washington, D.C., at Joint 
Base Andrews 
 

Wednesday, Sept. 23 
• 9:15 a.m.: White House welcoming ceremony with Presi-
dent Obama 
• 11:30 a.m.: Midday prayer with U.S. bishops at Saint Mat-
thew's Cathedral 
• 4:15 p.m.: Junipero Serra Canonization Mass at the Ba-
silica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 
 

Thursday, Sept. 24 
• 9:20 a.m.: Speech before a joint session of Congress 
• 11:15 a.m.: Visit to St. Patrick's Catholic Church and 
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Washington 
• 4 p.m.: Departure for New York from Joint Base Andrews 
• 5 p.m.: Arrival at John F. Kennedy International Airport in 
New York 
• 6:45 p.m.: Evening prayer at St. Patrick's Cathedral in 
New York 
 

Friday, Sept. 25 
• 8:30 a.m.: United Nations General-Assembly 
• 11:30 a.m.: Multi-religious service at 9/11 Memorial and 
Museum, World Trade Center 
• 4 p.m.: Visit to Our Lady Queen of Angels School in East 
Harlem 
• 6 p.m.: Madison Square Garden Mass 
 

Saturday, Sept. 26 
• 8:40 a.m.: Departure for Philadelphia from John F. Ken-
nedy International Airport 
• 9:30 a.m.: Arrival at Atlantic Aviation in Philadelphia 
• 10:30 a.m.: Mass at Cathedral Basilica of Saints. Peter 
and Paul 
• 4:45 p.m.: Visit to Independence Mall 
• 7:30 p.m.: Visit to Festival of Families at Benjamin Frank-
lin Parkway and Prayer Vigil with World Meeting of Fami-
lies 
 

Sunday, Sept. 27 
• 9:15 a.m.: Papal meeting with bishops at St. Martin's 
Chapel, St. Charles Borromeo Seminary 
• 11 a.m.: Visit to Curran-Fromhold Correctional Facility 
• 4 p.m.: Mass with World Meeting of Families 
• 7 p.m.: Visit with organizers, volunteers and benefactors 
of the World Meeting of Families at Atlantic Aviation 
• 8 p.m.: Departure for Rome 

 

“When we walk without the cross,  
when we build without the cross  

and when we proclaim Christ without the cross,  
we are not disciples of the Lord. We are worldly.  

We may be bishops, priests, cardinals, popes, all of this,  
but we are not disciples of the Lord.” 

 

    Pope Francis 

St. Joseph’s Melkite Catholic Church 
Our Lady’s Society of St. Joseph presents 

Their annual Mid-East Food Festival 
 

Thursday September 24 from 11:00 am. till 7:30 pm. 
725 West Mt. Hope Ave., Lansing 

Dine in or take out 
 

Find them at Facebook   
Proceeds go to help the parish and to  

Volunteers of America 
Tours of the beautiful Byzantine style interior for 

 all interested 

http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/sites/default/files/files/courage_0515.pdf
http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/sites/default/files/files/courage_0515.pdf
http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/sites/default/files/files/courage_0515.pdf
http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/catholic-womens-conference
http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/catholic-womens-conference
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Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

 MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life 
 

Tues., Sept.  22  Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Wed., Sept. 23  8

th
 Grade go to Mass @ Cathedral 

Wed., Sept. 30  School Picture Day 
Fri., Oct.2  Mass @ 8:15 a.m. (First Friday) 
 

Website:  Please refer to the school’s page on the parish 
website for lots of information regarding upcoming events, 
policies, announcements, etc. (www.mhtparish.com) 
 

Cathedral Visit: On Wednesday, September 23, our 8
th
 

grade students will be attending a special Catholic Schools’ 
Mass with Bishop Boyea at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Lansing. 
 

Annual Dinner Raffle:  The MHT Dinner Raffle committee 
is once again seeking donations for both the live and silent 
auctions.  If you have any items or a service you can pro-
vide for the auction, please contact the school office.  Items 
need to be in ASAP in order to be listed in the program the 
night of the auction. 
 

Thank You:  A big thank to all of those people who donated 
school supplies and other items to the school.  We really 
appreciate your generosity in helping out our students and 
families.  May your return investment be ten-fold. 
 

Substitute Teachers Needed:  MHT School is looking for 
qualified individuals who would like to substitute teach in 
our building.  Individuals must have completed at least 90 
semester hours at a regionally accredited four year college 
or university.  The credit hours do not have to be in an edu-
cational field.  Substitute teachers at MHT School get paid 
$80 per full day.  If you are interested, please contact our 
school office at 593-2616. 
 

Once you determine to the best of your ability that your po-
tential choice is what the Lord wants, there's only one thing 
left to do. It's the same thing that you do when you see a 
swimming pool on a hot day–Jump in! – from Faith, Hope & 
Clarity 

Director of Youth Ministry 
Mary Schomisch - mhtyouthmary@gmail.com 

MHT Scrip 
 

Scrip is available in the school office from 8:00 to 12:00 and 
1:00-3:00.  Remember to pick up scrip for all your back to 
school shopping needs.  

Mission: Ignite permission slips are available on the Youth 
Ministry tab of the parish website.  Ignite is a day retreat 
hosted at Flint Powers High School on Saturday, Septem-
ber 26. Cost for the day is $10. Permission slips are due the 
day before, but let me know if you plan on coming so I can 
make sure to have enough drivers. 
 

Pizza Kits: It’s that time of the year again! Our first Little 
Caesar’s Pizza Kit Fundraiser is underway! Order forms are 
available on Sunday and Wednesday nights at the Youth 
Center. Orders are due Friday, October 16. Pizza Kits will 
be delivered Thursday, October 22 and can be picked up 
between 3 and 6 pm. It's not too early to start raising funds 
for Steubenville or LEAD! 

 

October   
Month to reflect on the  

Gift of Life 
 

What can I do to  
support life? 

 

 
Baby Crib 

Here at Most Holy Trinity during the month of October we 
will have a baby crib in the main entrance of the Church.  
We will be collecting new and gently used baby 
items. Place your items in the crib and we deliver them to 
the local pregnancy help center. Suggested items: onesies, 
sleepers, outfits, socks, blankets, crib sheets, diapers, dia-
per bags, changing pads, bibs, wash cloths, bottles, baby 
shampoo, lotions, rash ointments, wet ones, formula, 
shoes, coats, toys. 
 

40 Days for Life 
September 23

rd
 till November 1

st 

Please join us in prayer and fasting for an  
end to abortion 

Local Contact person:  Chris Veneklase 
signup4prayer@gmail.com  

Kick off of the campaign 
Woman Care  840 East Mount Hope Ave., Lansing 

September 20
th
 at 7:00 PM 

There will be a welcome, short explanation of campaign 
and its principles for newcomers, a personal testimony of a 
couple's experience with abortion followed by a candlelight 
vigil on site in front of the abortion clinic beginning at 8:00 
pm. and lasting until 8:30 PM 
 

24th annual Lansing Life Chain 
The Lansing area Life Chain is Sunday  October 4

th
.  Every 

year young women report deciding not to have an abortion 
after reading the signs and seeing the people praying. Stu-
dents who participate understand that a third of their gener-
ation has disappeared; then they convince their friends not 
to kill their babies. Numbers of people step into volunteer 
pro-life positions after being part of a Life Chain - becoming 
more aware of the need to pray for people in crisis situa-
tions. This peaceful, prayerful, public witness is powerful! 
 

Life Chain will gather on Grand River Avenue from Abbot 
Road east to Williamston (meet at Abbot Road, Brookfield 
Plaza, Summit Bank near Okemos Road, St. Martha 
Church or Main Street in Williamston near St. Mary Church 
or your local community Life Chain) from 2:30-3:30 pm for 
an hour of prayer, asking God to bless our efforts to pro-
mote the sanctity of all human life. With the recent videos 
regarding Planned Parenthood’s procurement and sale of 
fetal body parts, we have an additional concern to bring to 
the Lord in prayer this year.  Please help make this year’s 
Life Chain a success! Call Ann Zygmontowicz, 517-351-
7651. 

Job Openings 
 

St. Francis Retreat Center in Dewitt has part time positions 
open in Housekeeping.  Hours vary.  Applicants must be at 
least 18 years of age and available to work some week-
ends. For more information please call Chris at 517-669-
8321, ext. 15. 

http://www.mhtparish.com
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Director of Religious Education 
Paul Fahey—mhtdre@gmail.com—593-3174 

News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas 

High school religious education begins on Monday, Sep-
tember 28th. To register please visit mhtparish.com/
religious-education 
 

RCIA: Are you interested in becoming Catholic? Haven't 
practiced your faith but would like to come back to the 
Church? Or would you like to learn more about the faith? 
 

Please contact Paul Fahey at (989) 593-3174 or via email 
at mhtdre@gmail.com or Adam Halfman at (989) 593-2162 
or via email at mhtyouth@gmail.com. We would love to help 
you grow in your faith! 

Most Holy 
Trinity 

 
Dinner 
Raffle 

 
11-7-2015 

Tickets on sale 
Saturday,  

October 3rd at  
Becker Furniture 
9:30-11:30 am 

Tickets only $100 per couple 
Win Cash Prizes 

 

Roast Beef  & Chicken Dinner 
by Taste of Heaven 

   

Saturday Night Live Style 
 Entertainment 

Mural Unveiling 
 

The Village of Fowler will be hosting an unveiling of the mu-
ral created by Dan Arens.  The event will take place at noon 
on October 3, 2015 on the north side of Becker Furni-
ture.  We will have the Discount Tire hotdog wagon for a 
complimentary lunch.  Come join us as we celebrate some 
Fowler history and the installation of this beautiful piece of 
art. 

From the Bishop 
 

Legislation is expected to come before the U.S. House of 
Representatives this week that would eliminate federal 
funding for Planned Parenthood of America and its affili-
ates. Planned Parenthood receives over half a billion tax-
payer dollars a year and performs over a third of all abor-
tions around the United States. Recently, a number of un-
dercover videos show officials from the organization will-
ing to participate in the trafficking of fetal organs and tis-
sue, as well as to alter the abortion procedure to obtain 
more "intact" parts. Taxpayer dollars should not be sup-
porting an organization with these practices. 
 

In particular, House Resolution 3134 places a moratorium 
on funding for Planned Parenthood for one year and is on 
the agenda for the House Rules Committee this Wednes-
day evening. A vote of the full House is expected shortly 
thereafter.  Take a few minutes now to let your U.S. 
Representatives know that H.R. 3134 and similar legis-
lation such as H.R. 3301 should be adopted into law. 
Thank you in advance for your efforts on behalf of the un-
born. 
 

The Michigan Catholic Conference of Bishops 
 

Click the link below to log in and send your message: 
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/

DxRp4hLruiYPjLGaShMDWQ  

Oktoberfest 
 

Please join us for Westphalia’s Oktoberfest Saturday, Octo-
ber 3, 4:00 – 11:00 pm on Main Street.  Enjoy some great 
German Food and Drink, Music and Entertainment.  This 
event is sponsored by Westphalia Historical Society and 
Westphalia Knights of Columbus.   

St. Isidore Church in Laingsburg Parish Mission 
 

St. Isidore is hosing a Parish Mission in October and we 
would like to invite you all to attend.  Fr. Gregg Schmitt, a 
Redemptorist Missionary from Chicago will be leading this 
event.  The theme of the four evenings is conversion.  Sun-
day thru Wednesday, October 18-21 from 7:00 to 8:15 pm. 

St. Vincent Catholic Charities 
 

Do you have gently used furniture and household items you 
no longer need? 
 

Please consider helping STVCC furnish homes for refugee 
families we serve!  We have 117 individuals confirmed for 
arrival in September and we are anticipating more.  We are 
in need of basic furniture with the greatest need for kitchen 
tables and chairs or card tables.  We also accept essential 
kitchen items, assorted linens, lamps, end tables and coffee 
tables; either new or gently used items in good condition.  
Basic cleaning supplies and personal hygiene products 
gratefully accepted as well. 
 

For more information about household goods we accept or 
to schedule furniture pickup, call 517-323-4734 x 1050 or 
email us at donations@stvcc.org.  Items can be dropped off 
Monday through Friday, 8:00 am to 4:30 pm at STVCC lo-
cated at 2800 W. Willow St., Lansing. 

Cemetery Tree Removal - Help Wanted 
 

We will be removing trees in the cemetery on 
Monday September 28th starting a 10:00 am 
and would like some help moving branches 
from the cutting area and put on a pile. Please 
contact the office to let us know if you will be 
able to help so that if it is canceled or if the 
time changes we will be able to contact you.  
Thank you. 

http://mhtparish.com/religious-education
http://mhtparish.com/religious-education
mailto:mhtdre@gmail.com
mailto:mhtyouth@gmail.com
http://www.centerformedicalprogress.org/cmp/investigative-footage/
http://www.centerformedicalprogress.org/cmp/investigative-footage/
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/DxRp4hLruiYPjLGaShMDWQ
https://www.votervoice.net/BroadcastLinks/DxRp4hLruiYPjLGaShMDWQ
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=images+of+tree&view=detailv2&qpvt=images+of+tree&id=1EB566FB3DD21D03094A3697AB9B79D42F7EABB4&selectedIndex=21&ccid=lEQMXmln&simid=608032477788702673&thid=JN.HqVG%2bywH8l7uSpMUKCyowg
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Monday - September 21 
    7:00 p.m. + William & Adeline Rademacher & Living & 
  Deceased Members of the Family 
Tuesday – September 22 
    8:15 a.m. + Harold & Anna Pung, Including Roy and  
  Living & Deceased Members of the Family 
Wednesday – September 23 
     6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations 
     7:00 p.m. + Donna Piggott, Including Gordon Piggott Jr. 
  & Rosie Weber 
Thursday – September 24 
    8:15 a.m. +  Nancy Vroman & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 
Friday – September 25 
     8:15 a.m. + Bruce Rowell & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 
Saturday - September 26 
     8:15 a.m. + Sylvester & Odelia Feldpausch & Living & 
  Deceased Members of the Family 
     1:00 p.m. Wedding of Darren Fedewa & Tayler  
  Lamont 
     4:30 p.m. + Richard Schmitz 
Sunday - September 27 
     8:30 a.m.  People of the Parish 
   10:30 a.m. + Maynard Wirth & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 

Mass Servers During This Week 
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Cyrus Carbone, Kiley Bengel  
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School Mass  
Wed., 7:00 p.m. -  Emma & Brycen Halfmann  
Thur., 8:15 a.m. - Andrew & John Irrer  
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer  
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - Macy & Kylie Spicer  

Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, September 26 & 27 
4:30 p.m. – Larry Jandernoa, Gerry Arens, Craig Arens, 
Volunteer 
8:30 a.m. – Dean Platte, Jerome Feldpausch, Alick Feld-
pausch, Cliff Thelen 
10:30 a.m. - Joe Theis, Terry Theis, Tyler Theis, Jarud 
Koenigsknecht 

Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, September 26 & 27 
4:30 p.m. – Holly & Taylor Bierstetel, Megan & Nickolai 
Conner  
8:30 a.m. - Jason & Kayla Schafer, Clayton & Owen Simon  
10:30 a.m. - Mariele Feldpausch, Jared Snyder, Madison & 
McKenzie Koenigsknecht  

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to 
pray that America may reject the Culture of 
Death and work toward establishing a Culture 
of Life in which each person is respected and 
protected. 

Readings for the Week of September 20, 2015 
 

Monday Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13; Psalms 19;Matthew 
 9:9-13 
Tuesday Ezra 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20; Psalms 122; Luke 
 8:19-21 
Wednesday Ezra 9:5-9; Tobit 131; Luke 9:1-6 
Thursday Haggai 1:1-8; Psalms 149; Luke 9:7-9 
Friday Haggai 2:1-9; Psalms 43; Luke 9:18-22 
Saturday Zechariah 2:5-9,  

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Carl Stump, Regina 
Martin, Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, 
Adam Schaefer, Sarah Fox-Klein, Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke 
Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulye, Marla Thelen, Kenny 
Briganti, Jenny Scott, Jeff Pline, Sharon (Thelen) Droste, Theresa 
Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, 
Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Don Simon, Roman Arens, Roy 
Frechen, Paul Soyka, Julie Wieber Schafer, Dan Spitzley, Irene 
(Luttig) Weber, Maryann Esch, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis 
Smith and a special intention. 
 

Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can 
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

Amount needed each week…………....……….$13,200.00 
September 12 & 13 Collection……………..….…10,992.32 
Shortage..…………………………………………. -  2,207.68 
Envelopes used:  177 

 
 
 

3rd Publication: Darren Fedewa &Tayler Lamont. 

Henry Thomas Ferguson; Son of Matt & 
Ashley (Goyette) Ferguson. 
 

We welcome Henry to our parish family. 

Most Holy Trinity  
 

September 20, 2015 
 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
 

Parish Office Hours 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm 
 

To Contact Us: 
Parish Office:               593-2162 
Fax:                                593-2171 
E-Mail:     office@mhtparish.com 
Website:              mhtparish.com 

 

Most Holy Trinity School: 593-2616 

Thank You 
 

The best thing Phil Kowatch ever did for me was marrying 
me and bringing me to this community.  A community 
whose support has been the greatest comfort to our family.  
We are so appreciative of all the food, gifts and flowers 
which were so overwhelming, but in the most wonderful 
way.  But mostly it is your prayers that have given us the 
strength to get through this difficult time.  We give you our 
sincerest gratitude for all you have done for us.  We are 
truly blessed. 
 

Laurie Kowatch and Family 


