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From The Pastor’s DeskFrom The Pastor’s DeskFrom The Pastor’s DeskFrom The Pastor’s Desk    
 

This week Andrea Schneider was invited to share 
with us about the upcoming adult retreat.: 

In praying for the upcoming retreat the 
staff is getting the sense that the Lord 
wants to do some different things with 
the retreat this year. We got a sense of 
new excitement and revival. We also got 
a sense that God is saying that he’s not 
too distant and is waiting to be invited 
into people’s hearts and lives. 
 

Often times people get so caught up in 
their responsibilities, schedules, and 

busyness of life that God isn’t a priority. People are always 
on the move and they may hit the pillow at night and realize 
they didn’t spend much, if any time in prayer or talking with 
God. It is really easy to get caught up in life and just hit 
cruise control; to go about your day, checking things off a 
list. Or maybe you feel overwhelmed by life and feel like 
you are just in survival mode. There are so many things that 
occupy our time that the idea of a retreat maybe has never 
crossed your mind. Or maybe you’ve thought about it, but 
find excuses why you don’t have time to go on a retreat. 
Let’s be real, we’re never going to be perfectly ready to 
make something like this work in our schedule or be in the 
perfect place with God. Rather we need to make a 
commitment to Him and give Him an opportunity to work in 
our lives. 
 

Most Holy Trinity staff is committed to providing these adult 
retreats because we have seen how powerfully the Lord 
works through them and how the lives of people have 
changed through attending. Here’s a testimony of Dorothy 
Bertram’s experience receiving God’s love at the retreat: 
 

 

When we take time for God, invite him into our day, God will 
show up! God is faithful, he listens to the heart of his 
children and desires to spend time with us, shower us with 

his grace. When we make time for God we can expect 
revival. Revival is an improvement in the condition or 
strength of something. That is so beautiful! God wants to 
improve whatever difficult situations you  may be in. He 
wants to give you strength for those difficult days. He wants 
to love on you! 
 

I really want to encourage you to pray about attending our 
next adult retreat, February 14-16, in DeWitt. Registration 
is open and available online. 
 

God Bless, 
Andrea 

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
 

There is a story told of the machinist who worked years ago 
at the original Ford Motor Company plant in Detroit, 
Michigan. Over a period of years he had “borrowed” from 
the factory various car parts and tools which he hadn’t 
bothered to return. While the management never condoned 
this practice, nothing was ever done about it. In time, 
however the “forgetful” machinist experienced a conversion 
and was baptized. More importantly, the man took his 
baptism very seriously and became a devout believer. The 
very morning after his baptism, the machinist arrived at 
work with his pickup truck loaded with all the parts and 
tools he had taken from the Ford Company over the years. 
He went to his foreman and explained that he never really 
meant to steal them and asked to be forgiven.  
The foreman was so astonished and impressed by this act 
that he cabled Henry Ford himself, contacting the auto 
magnate while he was away visiting a European Ford plant. 
In his telegram the foreman described the entire event in 
great detail. Ford immediately cabled back this striking two-
line response: “Dam up the Detroit River. Baptize the entire 
Plant!” As we celebrate the Baptism of Jesus, it is of course 
a reminder to all of us of the call to conversion. What do 
each of us need to do to outwardly confirm that inwardly 
our hearts, minds and souls have been changed because 
of the grace of baptism?        God bless,  Fr. Dennis  

When I was asked to share my experience from the 
September retreat, at first I was reluctant, and then 
decided I would do this. I went by myself thinking it 
would be good to get away and relax. Friday after we 
checked in, we had our first speaker. I took notes and 
then we went into small groups. We were not 
pressured into sharing anything, we could sit back and 
listen or join in. The leader made it very easy to share. 
Later that night we went to adoration and had a 
chance to be prayed over and go to confession. I was 
having some anger issues with family and friends that 
I really wanted to get over. I started to feel better but 
still kind of had that empty feeling inside me. Saturday 
morning we had another speaker then we broke into 
small groups to discuss. This one was easier to share, 
we were all more relaxed. Saturday night is when my 
barriers broke down, as I was being prayed over. I 
could feel God’s love for me. I still get very teary eyed 
when I relive that moment. So please if you have 
never been on a retreat, go! I would give it a 5 star 
rating. If you have any questions just ask, that's what I 
did.  
Thanks for listening to my story.  
Dorothy 
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Please pray for Fr. Dennis and 
the success of his surgery 
on Monday, January 13th. 

 

 

This weekend we bless holy water 
for your personal devotion. We 
will provide containers, or you 

may bring your own. 
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Sponsor of the Week 
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Miller Brothers Excavating 

 

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

 

Take down of all Christmas décor will take place 
this Sunday, January 12 at 11:30. Many 
volunteers are needed to accomplish much. If 
you are able to help, it will be greatly 
appreciated! 

Upcoming Events: 
Tues., Jan. 14  Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Thurs., Jan. 16  11:30 Dismissal (End of 2nd  
   Quarter) 
Fri., Jan.  17  11:30 Dismissal (End of 1st  
   Semester) 
Mon., Jan. 20  No School (Martin Luther King  
   Day) 
Weds., Jan.  22  Mass @ 9:15 a.m. (Day of Prayer 
   for Unborn) 
 

8th Grade All-You-Can-Eat Breakfast:  The Most Holy 
Trinity School 8th grade class invites you to a class 
fundraiser breakfast at the Activity Center on Sunday, 
January 26, from 9:00 to noon. The menu will include: 
scrambled eggs, ham with pineapple chunks, sausage, 
pancakes, tater tots, applesauce, muffins, milk, and orange 
juice. All are invited to stop by for breakfast and to see the 
Catholic Schools Week student displays. The prices are 
adults (ages 13 and up): $7.00, children (ages 5 to 12): 
$5.00, and children (5 and under): free. We look forward to 
seeing you there!  
 

Thank You:  The school staff would like to send out our 
heartfelt thanks to all of our generous donors this past 
Christmas season – you know who you are.  These 
gestures of generosity make working in a Catholic school 
worth every minute.  Words cannot express the 
overwhelming feelings of love we feel every year.  Thank 
you so much. 
 

Shhh! - It’s a Secret:  “The secret of happiness is to live 
moment by moment and to thank God for all that He, in His 
goodness, sends to us day after day.” -  St. Gianna Molla 

Father/Daughter Dance: 
 

Will be held Feb. 8th in the Waldron Cafeteria from 6 – 8 
pm. Cost is $5 per child attending. All girls are welcome 
to bring a date; dad, stepdad, grandpa, uncle, cousin, 
etc. and dance the night away. All proceeds will be donated 
to the No More Sidelines Foundation. A SPECIAL thank 
you to Tom Koenigsknecht again for being our awesome 
DJ! The cakewalk was a hit last year, and so there will be 
another this year. If you are able to make or buy a cake to 
give as a prize please email nickiethelen@yahoo.com. 

Adult Social Gathering  
 

We have another gathering scheduled for Tuesday, 
January 14 at 6:30pm in the K of C Hall. Don't let the winter 
doldrums get you down! Put down your devices and put on 
you boots and join us for fellowship and fun. We would love 
to see YOU! Contact Ann Schafer at 593-3539 for info. 

 

The family of Agnes Schafer would 
like to express our heartfelt thanks to 
our families, friends, and neighbors 
for your kind words, cards, food, 
flowers, and support during mom’s 
illness and passing.  
 

A special thank you to Father Darrel and Father Mason for 
the beautiful mass, to Tara and Zoie Schafer for sharing 
their musical talent, and to the luncheon committee for 
preparing the meal. Thank you to The Care Team Home 
Health and Hospice, Grace Haven Assisted Living, and to 
Smith Funeral Home for their compassion and support. 
 

We are blessed to live in kind and caring communities.  In 
lieu of thank you notes, donations will be made to St. 
Joseph Catholic School, VFW, and Pewamo Fire and 
Rescue. 
 

Gary & Maureen Schafer, Dean & Julie Schafer,  
Scott & Karen Schafer, Kevin & Tina Schafer,  
Kari and Mike Schneider  
 

************************************* 
 

The family of Alan Kramer would like to thank Fr. Dennis, 
Rosie VanElls and the choir, Pam Pohl and her luncheon 
crew, the VFW, MHT School, and all of those who showed 
love and support to Alan all these years. We were gratefully 
touched by the caring, thoughtfulness, and generosity of 
you all.   
 

The family of Alan Kramer 

 

Catholic Order of Foresters Meeting 
 

The next Catholic Order of Foresters 
Meeting will be Wednesday, January 15 at 
the home of Andrew & Laura Feldpausch. 
Hope to see you there! 

Next Sunday, January 19, is the next High School 
Encounter evening.. These events are replacing Monday 
night religious ed classes. We will meet at the Activity 
Center from 6:30-9:00pm and will include large group 
catechesis, individual prayer time, and small group 
discussion. There will also be a Holy Spirit Encounter for 
the students that includes Eucharistic Adoration and prayer 
teams.  
 

Because these events are replacing what used to be a 
weekly class it will be important that students attend each of 
these evenings. I coordinated these dates with Kris Ernst, 
the Athletic Director at the High School, so that there will be 
no required athletic events that will conflict with these 
evenings. The other High School Encounter evenings 
this year will be on March 8 and May 3rd.  
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Scripture Readings for the Week of January 12, 2020 

Monday 1 Sm 1:1-8; Ps 116:12-13, 14-17, 18-19;  
 Mk 1:14-20 

Tuesday 1 Sm 1:9-20; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd;  

 Mk 1:21-28 

Wednesday 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Ps 40:2 and 5, 7-8a,  

 8b-9, 10; Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday 1 Sm 4:1-11; Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25;  

 Mk 1:40-45 

Friday 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Ps 89:16-17, 18-19;  
 Mk 2:1-12 

 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

January 4 & 5 Collection ………….………….. $11,682.00 

 

Special Collections 
 

Capitol Improvements.……………...…………….. $275.00 
Newspapers ………………………………………… $183.00 
First Offering ……………………………………….. $303.00 
Solemnity of Mary …………………………………... $35.00 
 

Monthly Finance Report for December 
 

Sunday Collection- All Sources ……………... $91,064.46 
Sunday Collections- Year to Date …………. $354,641.89 
Sunday Collections- FY 19 Budget …………… $675,000 
Percentage Collected Through December …….. 52.53% 

MASSES FOR THIS WEEK 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
fr.dennis@hotmail.com 

 

Parish Office Hours  -- 8am-noon, 1-3pm 
 

Parish Office:               593-2162 
 Email:     office@mhtparish.com 

 

MHT School - 593-2616 

 

USHERS FOR JANUARY 18 & 19 
    

 

4:30 p.m. - Gary Weber, Jerome Klein, Clare M. Thelen, 
Mike Koenigsknecht 
8:30 a.m. - Randy Wirth, Glenn Esch, Neil Hufnagel, Ronn 
Thelen 
10:30 a.m. - Dan Pung, Duane Pung, Keith Weber, 
Volunteer 

 

SERVERS FOR THIS WEEK 
 

Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Bryce Ward, Jonathan Fowler, Landon 
Marvel, Jack O’Hare 
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School Volunteers  
Weds., 7:00 p.m. - Aaron & Josie Simon, Sydney Rehmann 
Thurs., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer  
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer  

 

SERVERS FOR JANUARY 18 & 19 
 

4:30 p.m. - Roman & Nicholai Schafer, Jamison Schueller, 
Volunteer 
8:30 a.m. - Nolan, Madison & Mitchell Wirth, Nolan Simon  
10:30 a.m. - Tristan & Quentin Smith, Josie & Cooper 
Koenigsknecht  

 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering, especially: Ardith Graham, Regina Martin, Sean 
Dush, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey Lee Thelen, 
Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, Marie 
Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah 
Weber, Julie Wieber Schafer, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis 
Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, 
Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Frank Hufnagel, Marie Weber, 
Jenine Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Jordy 
Wohlscheid, Jennifer Grace Schrauben, Janet Simon, Dale 
Young, Richard Bushamp, Therese Kramer, Christopher 
Martin, Theresa Heeg, Jeff Wadell, Charles Wadell, Chuck 
Welch, Jeanne Alaga, Milo Platte, Timothy D. Thelen, 
Marilyn Dixon, Richard Rodgers, Carolee Smith, Charles 
Miller, Father Den Morrow, Gary Schueller, Ray Hamilton, 
Ralph Feldpausch, Dane VanElls, Arlene McCausey, Elaine 
Kramer, Brian Ritter & Marcy Haywood. 
 

Please contact the office to add or remove a name from 
the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

 

Monday - January 13 
7:00 p.m.   + Erwin Pline & Living & Deceased Members 
  of the Family 
 

Tuesday - January 14 
8:15 a.m.   + Connie Feneis (20th Anniversary) 
 

Wednesday - January 15 
6:00 p.m.    Eucharistic Adoration 
7:00 p.m.    + Roy Weber & Living & Deceased Members 
  of the Family 
 

Thursday - January 16 
8:15 a.m.   + Roman & Alban Arens & Living &  
  Deceased Members of the Arens Family 
 

Friday - January 17 
8:15 a.m.   + Sharon Becker 
 

Saturday - January 18 
4:30p.m.    + Ray & Janet Armbrustmacher & Living & 
  Deceased Members of the Family 
 

Sunday - January 19 
8:30 a.m.     People of the Parish 
10:30 a.m. + Clem Thelen & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 
6:30 p.m. High School Religious Ed Encounter 

 

May Marie Bengel, daughter of Keegan and 
Allison (Myers) Bengel 
 

Owen Jacob Pohl, son of Jacob and Laura 
(Koenigsknecht) Pohl 
 

 
 

We welcome May & Owen to our parish family.  

 

The rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday mass. The intention for this week is 
to pray that the Lord calls to the hearts of 
many to attend the adult retreat next month.  


