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Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

The conversion of St. Paul
“Now Saul, still breathing murderous threats against the disciples of the Lord,
went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus,
that, if he should find any men or women who belonged to the Way, he might bring
them back to Jerusalem in chains. On his journey, as he was nearing Damascus, a
light from the sky suddenly flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a
voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” He said, “Who
are you, sir?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.”
Acts of the Apostles 9:1-5
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From The Pastor’s Desk: This week Vern & Bonnie Thelen
were invited to share with us about our adult retreat.
Bonnie and Vern ~What does the path
to a relationship with Jesus look like? For
us baby boomers and generations
before, this phrase “relationship with
Jesus” is something new. Our faith was
based on following the rules, do all the
church teaches, seek absolution when
we fail, and we will someday be in
Heaven via purgatory. What was
presumed to work back then does not
work today. Recently we heard this slogan, “Rules without
relationship cause rebellion.” The need for the new
evangelization efforts underway testify that just obeying the
commandments and Church teaching often fails.
Vern ~In my life this happened through High School and
into my middle twenties. I call them my minimalist years.
Thanks be to God he did not abandon me. He continued to
make the first move pouring grace and mercy on me. Just
enough to stay involved during a long slow period of
learning and growth, slowly getting to know Jesus. A million
little moments spread over 30 years or more. God kept
putting opportunities in my path, most of which were missed
as wealth, power, honor, and pleasure kept me too busy to
notice.
Bonnie and Vern ~Things began to change as our children
left the nest and daily influence over them melted away.
Suddenly prayer took on a whole new meaning. We always
had our individual prayer time but now it seemed natural
that we spend more time in prayer together. We had a
common need. The increased prayer time slowly led to the
start of a relationship with the Trinity. So, in a way our
children became the initiative from God that required a
response of faith from us. Our response, more prayer time,
then opened us up to receive more grace. We are sensing
this repetitive cycle with God where He initiates, we
respond in faith, He initiates again, and on and on. Each
time the amount of grace seems larger.
Vern: ~One fruit from this cycle was noticing my desires
change. When MHT first started the Heart of Jesus Holy
Hour, I used to marvel at the volunteers that sat through the
entire Holy Hour. How could they enjoy just sitting in church
that long? Now nothing seems more important to me. I
hunger and thirst for opportunities to pray and help others
get to know Jesus. The parish retreats met this need
perfectly. Initially through attending the retreats and then
later being asked to help in the presentation of them. Being
invited to assist with the retreats was nothing less than God
putting another opportunity in our path. In the last couple
years this new abundance of grace has manifested itself
with an outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon us. The pinnacle
of this was the Encounter Ministries Conference 2019. I
came home changed. Prior to the conference I would be
hesitant or somewhat intimidated to pray with others. This
has been replaced with a boldness unknown before. In
Ministry School they have this saying, “crossing the chicken
line,” which speaks to being too timid to follow through with
opportunities God puts in our path like praying with people
or giving a witness. The chicken line is quickly disappearing
for me. As the cycle of faith and grace continues things that
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used to trump faith activities have lost ground. Prayer,
worship, praying with others, ministry school, and anything
that has to do with faith has taken the top of my desires. It
was not too long ago when I thought this kind of happiness
could never be found from doing God’s will. To the contrary,
as I come closer to being and doing what God created me
to be, I am finding true happiness.
Bonnie ~Vern has always been one to jump into
everything. I have a hard time stepping out of my comfort
zone. Over the years he has talked me into some crazy
things that I never thought I would do. For example, riding
the DALMAC bicycle tour and starting a youth group and
leading it for five years. The latest challenge is attending the
Encounter Ministries School. So many times, be it little or
big, I go to prayer to help with the decision. God has
responded by giving me the grace I need to say yes. Every
time I step out in faith and say yes like Mary did, I feel God
has truly blessed me and our marriage.
So we want to push you our of your comfort zones. Please
consider attending our Parish Retreat. This is an
opportunity God is putting in your path. Pray about it. We
promise God will deliver.
Bonnie & Vern Thelen

Retreat FAQ Corner
What obstacles did you have leading up to the retreat?
~There were a few obstacles; I didn't want to believe I
needed to go but deep down inside I knew it would help me
grow in my faith and my relationship with Jesus. Speaking
openly with others about my faith and challenges was not
something I was comfortable with and certainly not with
people I might know! After speaking with several individuals
who had gone on the retreat and listening to their
experiences, I was confident it really would be totally up to
me how much I speak and participate in discussions. I found
all of that to be true! No one was coerced or forced to
participate beyond what they were comfortable with. Having
said that, the atmosphere is such that it is likely the Spirit
will build your confidence and allow you to open up more
than you ever thought was possible.
I don't have time. ~I felt like I didn't have time, but it
worked out well for the particular weekend. I feel like I don't
need to go to all my kid's sports and activities anymore. I
told my son that I can't come to everything even though I'd
like to, and I asked him which are the most important to him
that I be there. He was fine with it and listed them off. So I
make sure I'm at the "important" stuff now.
I can’t afford it. ~As a parish we are called to evangelize
and provide opportunities for people to grow in holiness. We
believe that these opportunities should be available for
anyone so we’re committed to working with people to help
make it work financially.
Who do I contact If I have questions? ~We have a
number of people who have been on the retreat and would
love to answer any questions you have or share about their
experience. Andrea Schneider (adultfaithmht@gmail.com)
oversees the retreat and can answer any questions that you
have. Otherwise you could also contact Cindy Braun, Sue
Thelen, or Vern and Bonnie Thelen.
For more info on the retreat and registration information go
to our website.http://www.mhtparish.com/adult-retreat.html
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Two bishops martyred
in Syria
Orthodox Metropolitan Paul
(Yaziji) and Syro-Jacobite
Metropolitan Gregory John
Ibrahim
According to the investigation, Orthodox Metropolitan Paul
Yaziji and Syro-Jacobite Metropolitan Gregory John Ibrahim
were killed by militants of the Nur ad-Din al-Zenka, a group
of terrorists in the Syrian conflict and receiving money and
weapons from Saudi Arabia and the United States. The
authors of the inquiry suggest that they tried to forcibly
convert metropolitans to Islam and thus, sow fear and
insecurity among Syrian Christians: according to journalists,
both metropolitans were tortured. The hierarchs were killed
and buried in an unknown place in December 2016, when
government troops were ready to regain full control of the
Aleppo region. The metropolitans left Aleppo to negotiate
the release of two priests – the Armenian Catholic Michel
Kajal and Orthodox Maher Mahfuz, abducted by jihadists.
The car was driven by a Roman Catholic, Fatha'Allah
Kabbud. During the trip, the car was ambushed. The driver
was shot in the head, while the metropolitans were taken
away in an unknown direction.
Many people in the West forget or are ignorant of the fact
that many Christians live and practice their faith in the
Middle East and are often targets of persecution.
Eternal Rest Grant Unto them O Lord,
May they rest in peace. Amen.

Christian Mothers Meeting
The next Christian Mother and Women's Organization
meeting will be held on Sunday, Feb. 2nd between 8:30
and 10:30 am mass. We will meet in the MHT School
Conference Room. We will work on sending out a
newsletter and planning the annual breakfast (March 15th),
and upcoming fish fries (February 28th, March 13th).

Please join us for

Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament
Every First
Friday Morning
Immediately following
8:15 am mass
until noon
Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser - Jacob’s Ladder
Saturday, February 8th from 5-8 pm
Knights Hall, 619 Maynard Rd, Portland
$10 adults, $5 kids 5-12, under 5 - free
Jacob’s Ladder Foundation is a local non-profit serving
families who have suffered miscarriage, stillbirth and infant
loss. JLF is working with the City of Portland to create a
space for the burial of infant remains in Portland Cemetery
for grieving families to bury their babies without cost. For
more info or to donate, see jacobsladderfoundation.com or
call Carolyn Heckman 734-368-6446.

Attention men of the parish!
The Fowler Knights of Columbus invites
you to consider becoming a member of
our local council. Here are some of the
things we do: hold events for our youth,
hold an annual Father-Son breakfast,
conduct an annual can drive to support our seminarians,
conduct tootsie roll drives to help the mentally impaired,
and sell calendars to raise money for Holy Cross
Services. Our next initiation ceremony will be at 6:00 pm
on Monday Feb. 10 th at the Fowler Hall. If you would like
to attend, you can either contact Dave Simon at 989 -640
-1554 or sign up at this website: https://www.kofc.org/
joinus/en/index.html

All You Can Eat Breakfast
The Most Holy Trinity School 8th
grade class invites you to a
fundraiser breakfast at the Activity
Center on Sun. Jan. 26, from 9 to
noon. The menu includes scrambled
eggs, ham, sausage, pancakes, tater tots, applesauce,
muffins, milk, and orange juice. All are invited to stop by
for breakfast and to see the Catholic Schools Week
student displays. Suggested donation (ages 13+): $7.00,
(ages 5 to 12): $5.00, and children (4 and under): $1.00.
We look forward to seeing you there!

Knights of Columbus Free Throw Contest
Sunday 1/26 at Piggott Gym, open to girls &
boys ages 9-14 as of 1/1/2020. Doors open at
12:30PM, shooting begins at 1:00. Registration
can be completed upon arrival, but forms are
also available in the school offices.
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Principal of Most Holy Trinity School
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com
By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy
Trinity School seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to
proclaim the Gospel, restore all things in Him, strive to
lead our students to the Truth for the betterment of
this world and prepare them for the age to come.
Upcoming Events:
Sunday, Jan. 26
Sunday, Jan. 26
Monday, Jan 27
Tuesday, Jan 28

CSW Mass @ 10:30 a.m.
8th Grade Breakfast 9 am to noon
Prayer Pal Social (Adoration 9am)
7th Grade Retreat @ Lansing
Catholic H.S.
Prayer Pal Social: The students at MHT School are
excited to invite their prayer pals to a new event on
Monday, January 27. They would like to host you for some
time for Adoration starting at 9:00 a.m. Afterward, all we be
invited to the Activity Center for some refreshments. The
students will also show you some of the things they have
done this school year that will be on display. We are looking
forward to seeing those of you that can make it.
Catholic Schools Week: Please join us in prayer and
thanksgiving as we begin to celebrate Catholic Schools’
Week with all of the other Catholic schools across the
nation. We are so grateful to all of you for your support and
feel honored to be part of such a great parish community.
Smile: Let us always meet each other with smile, for the
smile is the beginning of love. – St. Teresa of Calcutta

Card Shower
for Sister Agnette Bengal,
formerly of Westphalia, for
the occasion of her 107th
birthday on February 7.
Sister Agnette Bengal
Sisters of Christian Charity
221 Elmwood Ave.
Wilmette, IL 60091-1435
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Deacon John Vinton
We welcome Deacon John
Vinton to our parish the
weekend of February 1st &
2nd. Deacon John will be
ordained this June to the
priesthood. He comes from
Holy
Spirit
Parish
in
Hamburg, Michigan.
Father/Daughter Dance Will be held on
February 8th in the Waldron Cafeteria from
6:00 – 8:00 pm. Cost is $5 per child
attending. All girls are welcome to bring
a date; dad, stepdad, grandpa, uncle,
cousin, etc. and dance the night away. All proceeds will be
donated to the No More Sidelines Foundation. A SPECIAL
thank you to Tom Koenigsknecht again for being our
awesome DJ! The cakewalk was a hit last year, so there
will be another one this year. If you are able to make or buy
a cake to give as a prize, email nickiethelen@yahoo.com.

Quilters needed to complete a quilt for the
2020 parish festival. Quilting will begin on
Sunday, February 2, 2020 at 1 P.M. in the
Monsignor
Esper
Room.
For
further
information, call Loraine at 593-2136.

Casino Bus Trip Fundraiser
Date/Location: Sat, Feb 15 @ Firekeepers Casino
Cost: $35 per adult
Includes round trip charter bus ride to FireKeepers Casino,
$20 in free play & $5 food credit loaded on a RedHot
Rewards card. Bring your ID. Must be paid by Jan. 30. For
info or to reserve a seat, call Patty at 989-640-3658.

Sponsor of the Week
Our thanks to the many businesses that make it
possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish.

Green Stone Farm Credit Services

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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MASSES FOR THIS WEEK
First Publication

Monday - January 27
7:00 p.m. +
No Mass

Alex Miller, son of Patrick Miller
& Melissa Matson

Tuesday - January 28
8:15 a.m. +
Alvin Fox

Danielle Schafer, daughter of
Thomas & LeAnn Schafer

Wednesday - January 29
6:00 p.m. +
Eucharistic Adoration
7:00 p.m. +
Alan Kramer

Margaret Kate Davis, daughter of Ron and
Kate (Murtha) Davis

We welcome Margaret to our parish family.
Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or
recovering, especially: Ardith Graham, Regina Martin, Sean
Dush, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey Lee Thelen,
Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, Marie
Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah
Weber, Julie Wieber Schafer, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis
Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus,
Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Frank Hufnagel, Marie Weber,
Jenine Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Jordy
Wohlscheid, Jennifer Grace Schrauben, Janet Simon, Dale
Young, Richard Bushamp, Therese Kramer, Christopher
Martin, Theresa Heeg, Jeff Wadell, Charles Wadell, Chuck
Welch, Jeanne Alaga, Milo Platte, Timothy D. Thelen,
Marilyn Dixon, Carolee Smith, Charles Miller, Father Den
Morrow, Gary Schueller, Ray Hamilton, Ralph Feldpausch,
Dane VanElls, Arlene McCausey, Elaine Kramer, Brian
Ritter and Marcy Haywood.
Please contact the office to add or remove a name from
the list. Thank you.
Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish
Community who are in the Armed Services.

Our Parish Stewardship
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
January 18 & 19 Collection ………….……..… $13,220.33

Special Collections
Capitol Improvements.……………...…………….... $32.00
Newspapers ……………………………………..…… $47.00
First Offering ……………………………………….... $92.00
Solemnity of Mary …………………………………... $37.00
First Offering………………………………………….. $92.00
Worldwide Evangelization……………………….…. $45.00
Scripture Readings for the Week of January 26, 2020
Monday
2 Sm 5:1-7, 10; Ps 89:20, 21-22, 25-26;
Mk 3:22-30
Tuesday
2 Sm 6:12b-15, 17-19; Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10;
Mk 3:31-35
Wednesday
2 Sm 7:4-17; Ps 89:4-5, 27-28, 29-30;
Mk 4:1-20
Thursday
2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29; Ps 132:1-2, 3-5, 11, 12,
13-14; Mk 4:21-25
Friday
2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6a,
6bcd-7, 10-11; Mk 4:26-34

Thursday - January 30
8:15 a.m. +
Eletha Schmitz
Friday - January 31
8:15 a.m. +
No Mass
Saturday - February 1
4:30p.m. +
People of the Parish
Sunday - February 2
8:30 a.m. +
Bernard & Dolores (Schueller) Simon &
Living & Deceased Members of the Family
10:30 a.m. +
Chris Spitzley & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family

USHERS FOR JANUARY 25 & 26
4:30 p.m. - Tony Schafer, Jerome R Thelen, Lonnie
Schueller, & Volunteer
8:30 a.m. - Gerry Schomisch, Philip Schmitt, Ralph
Feldpausch, & Volunteer
10:30 a.m. - Stan Weber, Gene Messer, Leon Schneider, &
Brian Thelen

SERVERS FOR THIS WEEK
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - No Mass
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School Volunteers
Weds., 7:00 p.m. - Jonathan & Joseph Epkey, Andrew &
Logan Platte
Thurs., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - No Mass

SERVERS FOR JANUARY 25 & 26
4:30 p.m. - Volunteers needed
8:30 a.m. - Amy Feldpausch, Nate & Katie Spicer, & Jonah
Thelen
10:30 a.m. - MHT School Children

The rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m.
weekday mass. The intention for this week is
for all those who are grieving the loss of loved
ones. May the Holy Spirit, the comforter, fill their
hearts with the fullness of peace.
Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard
fr.dennis@hotmail.com
Parish Office Hours -- 8am-noon, 1-3pm
Parish Office:
593-2162
Email: office@mhtparish.com
MHT School - 593-2616

