Most Holy Trinity Parish

Sunday, January 5th

The Epiphany of the Lord

Page 2

From The Pastor’s Desk
This week Corey Luna was invited to share with us:
I didn’t really know God cared
about me until I was in high
school. Personally, I went through
religious education from a young
age, but I always struggled with
faith. I believed in a God, but didn’t
understand the amount of love and
relationship that Jesus had to offer
me. I always heard that God loved
me but the statement and the
information that I received never
really permeated my heart. All my teachers were
wonderful people, but I wasn’t ever really able to enter
into any of the teachings they presented because I
didn’t understand the reality. In high school I was able
to encounter Jesus and start having a relationship with
Him that has changed my life.
I think that this can be a common experience.
Information or facts about God can become our
religious experience or those facts can be an
intimidating obstacle to a real relationship with God.
Don’t get me wrong here, I absolutely think that we
need to learn about our faith. Knowledge helps us to
understand our God and deepen our intimacy with
Him. But if we don’t teach how to have a relationship
with God, that knowledge without a relationship then
becomes problematic.
I have seen a lot of this within our youth ministry
program. Many kids come into our retreats (8th grade
or early high school) with a false understanding that
they can’t be good enough because they aren’t doing
the right things or they don’t know the right things.
More often than not, that becomes the overarching
obstacle to kids coming into a relationship with God.
General studies about the faith in this age group
reflect this mentality as well. Students are choosing
whether they want to stay in their religion at a younger
and younger age. Studies done by the Center for
Applied Research in the Apostolate reports that 40%
of children of this generation decide in middle school
whether they are going to practice their religion or not.
Obviously, we can’t apply that percentage directly to
our MHT population, but it has to make us aware that
middle school students need a real relationship with
God to practice their faith in addition to just the facts/
information.
This is why we (MHT Ministry Staff and Teaching
Staff) are trying to give this age group more exposure
to an encounter with Jesus. Some of our staff
referenced our Middle School Encounters in our
Christmas Bulletin, but I wanted a chance to talk more
about them because it was really a privilege to be a
part of. We had 3 three different times for a Holy Spirit
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Encounter for grades 5-8 for the students in our
Religious Education program and students in the
Catholic School. We adapted our adult Holy Spirit
Encounter nights and provided an opportunity for all of
our 5th-8th grade students to attend one. To prepare
the kids for these encounters, teachers from both
programs taught prepared classes about the Holy
Spirit, hearing God’s voice, and God’s desire for a
relationship with us. There was a lot of excitement as
we talked about adoration and prayer teams with the
kids and when we got to the Middle School Encounter
it was really fun to watch God work.
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do
not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to
such as these.” God the Father loves children and
gives them and ability to give themselves to him in
such a beautiful way. Throughout all the Middle
School Encounters that took place, it seemed very
obvious that each student had the freedom to let God
in the way that they were comfortable with. Whether it
was going to a prayer team or sitting in adoration
there were some very powerful experiences.
I remember one instance with a student very clearly
after I prayed with her. When we were talking about
her experience she said, “I knew in my mind that God
loved me before, but now I KNOW that he loves me in
my heart.”
Another student that described her experience
referenced three different times that she’s
encountered God in the last year and then articulated
how this time was different. She said that this time she
just got to sit and be with Jesus the whole time and
loved being able to just talk with Him.
Developing this sort of culture where our students can
expect God to be real, to love them unconditionally,
and to come to them in whatever place they are at is
our overall goal. These encounters definitely are
laying the groundwork for that culture and I can’t wait
until we do more in the spring!
God Bless,
Corey

Christ is born!
Let us adore Him!
Thank you!
I want to thank
everyone who sent
gifts, cards and prayers
this Christmas season.
I am grateful for your
generosity.
God bless you all!
-Fr. Dennis
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Page 3

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
,

Next weekend, January 11/12 we will
be blessing holy water for your
personal devotion. Containers will be
provided, but you may also bring your
own.

Parents of newly trained servers:
MHT Students who recently trained as altar
servers will begin appearing on the server
schedule in January. Please check the schedule
at www.mhtparish.com regularly so that your
child is able to learn hands-on with experienced
servers. Thank you!

Opportunities to grow in
holiness:
Advent/Christmas 2020
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

Saturday, January 12th at 4:30 pm.
Sunday, January 13th at 8:30 and 10:30 am.
*water will be blessed at the liturgies for the faithful
to use for devotional purposes – bring a container

Christian Mothers
The next Christian Mother and Women's Organization
meeting will be Sunday, January 5th between the 8:30am
and 10:30am Masses. We will be meeting in a classroom
at MHT school.

Liturgical Needs
Would you like to remember a
loved one by doing something
in their memory? We regularly
need to repair and purchase
liturgical items. Our chalices
for the distribution of the Precious Blood are in need
of restoration, some of our altar server albs need to
be replaced and there are many other needs as well.
If you would be interested in donating towards
liturgical needs in memory of a loved one, please
contact Fr. Dennis at fr.dennis@hotmail.com.
Thank you for recently donating items
to Shared Pregnancy. We are
humbled by the wonderful items that
you brought in; new clothes, bibs,
blankets, bottles, and toys! So many
moms and babies will benefit from
your generosity! We are grateful you
chose the clients of Shared Pregnancy to give during
this Christmas Season.
By God’s guidance and presence at the center, we are
blessed to see hearts softened, and minds changed in
the ultrasound room. In 2018, we gave 595 free
ultrasounds to abortion-vulnerable women, a new
record! We are on track to surpass that record in 2020.
By God’s grace, 85% of these women choose life.
Shared Pregnancy helps so many families in need
because of support from churches like yours. Thank you
for helping us do God’s work and give hope to so many!

Website: mhtparish.com
Principal of Most Holy Trinity School
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com

By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy
Trinity School seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to
proclaim the Gospel, restore all things in Him, strive to
lead our students to the Truth for the betterment of
this world and prepare them for the age to come.
Upcoming Events:
Monday, January 6
Tuesday, January 7
Wednesday, January 8

Classes Resume
Mass @ 8:15 a.m.
Math Club 3:15 – 4:15 p.m.

Director of Youth Ministry
Corey Luna - mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.
Steubenville Youth Conference- June 19-21, 2020: Sign
up is available for our annual trip to Franciscan University of
Steubenville for the Youth Conference. There will be great
speakers, adoration, prayer, confession, and some free
time all weekend. This is a great chance to find out who
God is and what He is calling you to do in your life. Trip cost
is dependent on how much we fundraise. Stay tuned for
that. We are attending June 19-21. If you would like to sign
up, use the parish website and click on the link for the form!
Steubenville LEAD- June 15-19, 2020: This week retreat
is an excellent way for any student to dive deeper into their
faith life. The Steubenville staff will lead students in different
prayer methods, teachings, and ways to strengthen their
overall relationship with God. If you are interested in this
LEAD
week,
please
email
Corey
Luna
at
mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.

Westphalia Historical Society News:
BOOK SIGNING: The author, Dean Feldpaush, author of
the book "Batman and the Ballerina" will be signing and
selling his book in our Westphalia Historical Building on
Sunday, January 26th, from 1-4pm. Batman was airshow
daredevil, Clem Sohn, in the 1930's, from Fowler. This is a
very interesting story of Clem Sohns exciting but short life.
Are you interested in your family's genealogy, but don't
really know how to get started? Judy Thelen, genealogy
extraordinaire, has agreed to give 8 weeks of classes,
beginning on Thursday, January 16th at 7:00pm in our
building. The cost is free, you may learn some new history
on your own family tree. Questions call Margie Wirth at
989- 640-4437 or just show up on Thursday, January 16th.

Come and See Weekend
Sacred Heart Major Seminary, Detroit
February 20-23th 2020
The Diocesan Vocations Office is offering a Come and
See Weekend. This would be ideal for a man
interested in learning about the Seminary who has
completed his undergraduate education, or is close.
The online registration form can be found here:
https://www.eventbee.com/v/shmfebruary2020visit#/rsvp
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What goes up must also come down! Take
down of all the Christmas décor will take
place on Sunday, January 12 at 11:30.
Many volunteers are needed to accomplish
much.
Please consider giving of your time and
talent by helping clean up on this date. If you
have any questions, please contact Susie
Koenigsknecht (593-2490). Thank you and may God bless!

The rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m.
weekday mass. The intention for this week is
to pray for patience in the hearts of all in
situations that cannot be changed. Allow the
Lord to work in the hearts of those in need
and help them see blessings in hard times.
PASTORAL STAFF:
Rev. Dennis Howard, Pastor
Luke Goerge, pre-deaconate studies
TELEPHONES:
Parish Office:
593-2162
E-Mail: office@mhtparish.com
Website:
mhtparish.com
Activity CT:
593-2277
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St. Francis Retreat Center Presents
River of Life Flowing from our Baptism
A Weekend Retreat for Men
January 10-12, 2020
Cost: Suggested Donation $185
Includes Meals, lodging, and materials
Call Dean Schrauben at 989-640-0341, Retreat
Center at 517-669-8321, or register online
www.stfrancis.ws

Job Opening
The Diocese of Lansing is accepting
applications for an Administrative
Assistant to serve in the Discipleship
Formation department. To learn more
about the position and to apply, please visit
www.dioceseoflansing.org/employment.

SUPPORT STAFF:
Adam Halfman, Director of Parish Operations
Lori Hyland, Bookkeeper
Becky Miller, Taylor Stump, Kristina Fahey, Receptionists
Anne Hufnagel, Principal
School Phone: 593-2616
Amy Klein, School Secretary
Paul Fahey, Director of Religious Education
Religious Ed Phone: 593-3174
Andrea Schneider, Director of Evangelization & Adult Faith
Formation
Corey Luna, Youth Ministry
Kayla Nelson, Music Coordinator
Craig Arens, Parish Council Chairperson
BULLETIN DEADLINE: Tuesdays at 8:00am
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST:
Saturday: 4:30 p.m.
Sunday:
8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Weekdays / Holy Days: Consult Bulletin
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Saturday: 3:30 - 4:00 p.m.
(Other times will be listed in the bulletin.)
Thursday before First Friday: after morning Mass and
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. Adoration and Confessions heard.
Anytime by appointment.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM:
Please call the parish office and one of the staff members
will obtain information for our parish records. Fr. Dennis
will then arrange a meeting with you. The date of baptism
will be decided after the meeting.
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE:
Please contact Pastor at least 1 year before marriage.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK:
Call the Parish Office anytime day or night.

Sponsor of the Week
Our thanks to the many businesses that make it
possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish.

NAPA The Parts Store

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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MASSES FOR THIS WEEK
Third Publication
Arthur Richardson & Gabrielle Horak
Carly Anne Katich, daughter of Scott &
Jennifer (Miller) Katich
Lucas Scott Miller, son of Scott & Amie
(Sandborn) Miller
Jonnie Lynn Miller, daughter of Scott &
Amie (Sandborn) Miller
Ryleigh Joanne Miller, daughter of Brian & Elizabeth
(May) Miller
We welcome Carly, Lucas, Jonnie and Ryleigh to our
parish family.
Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or
recovering, especially: Ardith Graham, Regina Martin, Sean
Dush, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey Lee Thelen,
Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, Marie
Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah
Weber, Julie Wieber Schafer, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis
Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus,
Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Frank Hufnagel, Marie Weber,
Jenine Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Jordy
Wohlscheid, Jennifer Grace Schrauben, Janet Simon, Dale
Young, Richard Bushamp, Therese Kramer, Christopher
Martin, Theresa Heeg, Jeff Wadell, Charles Wadell, Chuck
Welch, Jeanne Alaga, Milo Platte, Timothy D. Thelen,
Marilyn Dixon, Richard Rodgers, Carolee Smith, Charles
Miller, Father Den Morrow, Gary Schueller, Ray Hamilton,
Ralph Feldpausch, Dane VanElls, Jeff Shriver, Arlene
McCausey, and Elaine Kramer.
Please contact the office to add or remove a name from
the list. Thank you.
Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish
Community who are in the Armed Services.

Our Parish Stewardship
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
Dec 21 & 22 Collection ………………….…….. $16,142.64
Special Collections
Immaculate Conception ..….……..……..…..……... $52.00
Flowers ……………………..….………….…..…….. $340.00
Cemetery ... …………………...………….…………. $100.00
Retirement for Religious ……………………..……. $42.00
Christmas …………………………………………… $225.00
Capitol Improvement …………………...……………. $2.00

Monday - January 6
7:00 p.m. +
Ray Armbrustmacher Including Janet
Tuesday - January 7
8:15 a.m. +
Living & Deceased Members of the Bill
Armbrustmacher Family
Wednesday - January 8
6:00 p.m. +
Eucharistic Adoration
7:00 p.m. +
Leon Simon & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
Thursday - January 9
8:15 a.m. +
Ken Koenigsknecht Including Aimee Antes
& Living & Deceased Members of the
Family
Friday - January 10
8:15 a.m. +
Gladys Armbrustmacher
Saturday - January 11
1:00 p.m. + Wedding of Gabby Horak & Arthur
Richardson
4:30 p.m. + Jean Schafer
Sunday - January 12
8:30 a.m. + Gertrude & Pattie Simmon
10:30 a.m. + The People of the Parish

USHERS FOR JANUARY 11 & 12
4:30 p.m. - Larry Jandernoa, Gerry Arens, Craig Arens,
Luke Thelen
8:30 a.m. - Bill Armbrustmacher, Tom O’Rourke, Bruce
Schafer, Dean Schrauben
10:30 a.m. - Joe Theis, Terry Theis, Tyler Theis, Jarud
Koenigsknecht

SERVERS FOR THIS WEEK
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Paige & Carter Thelen, Camden Conner,
Isabell Schneider
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School Volunteers
Weds., 7:00 p.m. - Zoe & Trinity Kramer, Dexton
Feldpausch, Kaci Kirvan
Thurs., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer

SERVERS FOR JANUARY 11 & 12
4:30 p.m. - Collin Feldpausch, Gavin Klein, Volunteers
8:30 a.m. - Rebecca & Nicholas Smith, Olivia & Isaac
Thelen
10:30 a.m. - Dominic Horak, Braeden Andros, Camden
Braun, Volunteer

Scripture Readings for the Week of January 5, 2020
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

1 Jn 3:22—4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a;
Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44
1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13; Mk 6:45-52
1 Jn 4:19—5:4; Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17;
Lk 4:14-22
1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20;
Lk 5:12-16

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard
fr.dennis@hotmail.com
Parish Office Hours -- 8am-noon, 1-3pm
Parish Office:
593-2162
Email: office@mhtparish.com
MHT School - 593-2616

