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This week I’ve asked Katie Tarleton, our grade 3/4 teacher 
to share with us. 
 

God Bless, Fr. Dennis 

When I was younger I always wanted to 
be a pediatrician. I loved science and I 
loved working with kids.  However, as my 
mom likes to tell it, "Katie wanted to be a 
doctor until she realized how much blood 
was involved." After that realization took 
effect, I was left with knowing I had a 
passion for working with children but that 
was about it. It wasn't until my junior year 
of high school that I decided to become a 
teacher.  I was never really the best stu-
dent, best athlete, best friend, best of 

anything. For the most part, I disliked school and was flounder-
ing to understand my place in the world. During my junior year, 
I had a class taught by Dale Ciciora. Mr. C, as he was known, 
was a member of our parish, and had coached basketball and 
taught in my public high school since the late 70's. He was the 
first person, outside of my family, that showed that he genuine-
ly cared and appreciated the inside me. He taught us to be our 
authentic selves.  He was an advocate for loving yourself and 
loving others. He taught me many things, but most importantly 
that each person is unique, valued, and that each of us can 
spread that love to others. This was the moment when I knew 
that I wanted to do the same thing. I wanted to be a teacher 
just like him.   
 

I went on to get my degree in Elementary Education from Pur-
due University with a minor in reading, kindergarten, and com-
puters. After graduating in 2001, I began teaching Special-
Education Pre-School, then Kindergarten until 2008.  After get-
ting married and moving to Alabama, I taught Reading Inter-
vention and First Grade. My husband and I moved to Michigan 
to be near my parents and explore larger job markets in 2012, 
and I began teaching at MHT in 2013.   
 

Until I graduated from college, I would say I was a mediocre 
Christian. I went to Mass every Sunday, volunteered with my 
family, and knew I loved the Lord. Shortly after moving home 
from Purdue, at Mass one Sunday, I felt called to volunteer in a 
new youth ministry program at my church. As I look back now, 
I realize I had no idea what I was getting myself into. I thought 
this would be a good way for me to give back and help others. 
What really happened was that God had lead me into a time of 
conversion and growth in my relationship with Him. Through 
the next eight years of retreats, adoration, weekly bible studies, 
Sunday night programs, and mission trips, my personal and 
faith life were transformed. I found who I truly was and what I 
was called to be...not primarily a teacher, sister, or a woman, 
but a daughter of Christ...forever. For me, once I came to un-
derstand this, I could never turn back. It's the most important 
thing about me and my choice is to always love the Lord.  He is 
my strength, my friend, my hope, my joy, and my heart.   
 

Father Dennis asked me to share some of the experiences I’ve 
had while working at Most Holy Trinity Catholic School. This is 
my 5th year teaching 3rd and 4th grade at MHT.   Initially, I 
was terrified because I don't like talking about myself and 
couldn't possibly have much to share. Next, I was nervous that 
by expressing my thoughts, I may offend someone who teach-
es in the public school.  I taught in public school for 9 years, 
where I grew, was inspired by, and was taught by amazing 
mentors and coworkers. I love teachers. I know that wherever 
you teach, it is amazing and hard, and that most teachers, 

whether in private or public schools, love their students and 
give all of themselves every day.  Finally, and perhaps what I 
should have done from the start, I sat down to pray. I asked the 
Holy Spirit to guide me so I could honestly express how work-
ing at MHT has changed my teaching and life. There are many 
things I could share about the amazing students, parents, staff, 
and community in Fowler and at Most Holy Trinity, but I am 
going to focus on just a few.   
 

My first experience came at the first school Mass I attended 
with students. I kept thinking...I'm at work...praying...with my 
students...I'm getting paid to go to Mass with my class. 
THIS...IS...AMAZING! Can you imagine it, if your whole work 
place went to church together once a week? It took me a while 
not be moved to tears each time I heard the kids belt out a 
song with uninhibited joy and faith. Being with children as they 
encounter Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is breathtaking, to 
put it mildly. I can tell you this with absolute certainty...the faith 
of children is pure. When Jesus asks us to have Faith like a 
child, I now understand what he means. I have far less to teach 
them than they teach me. Their forgiveness, generosity, and 
kindness is overwhelming. The Faith of a child is inspiring and I 
am blessed to witness that every day.   
 

The second experience was a change in my personal goal as a 
teacher. Throughout my first years of teaching, I worked in are-
as where many students lived in neglect, poverty, abusive and 
transient homes. I had one goal that never changed. In Educa-
tion, everything changes, which can be great and frustrating, 
as most teachers can tell you. My goal, thanks to Mr. C, was to 
make sure each child knew that no matter what happened to 
them in their lives, whoever they became, there would always 
be at least one person who would always love them. It was 
what kept me going. However, after a few weeks at MHT I real-
ized this goal had to change. It wasn't enough that my students 
knew I loved them, I had to make it my goal that they knew, 
felt, and understood that God loved them in a deeper and more 
pure way than any human person could. And that they were 
chosen to share that love with others.   
 

Finally, I began to understand the freedom and responsibility to 
teach as my whole authentic self. There is nothing I need to 
hold back from my students about who I am. This is both liber-
ating and challenging because it is my soul that is now acces-
sible. I am free to be a struggling, flawed, mistake-making, im-
perfect, child of God, but I must also keep learning and grow-
ing in my faith. My students and I are on the same journey. We 
are called to understand why we were created and who we 
want to be. As in any school, we work together to grow in 
knowledge, understand how to be our best selves, striving to 
be a good citizens, and better our world; however, we are also 
allowed the opportunity to grow in the deepest and most im-
portant way. There is no getting around the fact that this allows 
Faith to permeate everything we do.   
 

I thank Father Dennis and God for giving me this time of reflec-
tion. I think He knew I needed it before I did. I ask each of you 
to consider adding me and all teachers to your prayers. If you 
could pray especially for new teachers, and for those who feel 
God nudging them to a career in Catholic Education.  I thank 
my sweet Lord and Savior for leading me to MHT, and for each 
of the students I have had the pleasure to work with.   To each 
of them:  It is you who make my heart full and my faith strong. 
It is you who inspire me to be better and to have faith like 
yours.  God is calling us to greatness and you will change the 
world.  
 

Katie Tarleton 
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Announcements Director of Youth Ministry 
Corey Luna - mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.  

Bible Study: There is now a high school bible study Sun-
days at 7:30 pm in the youth center!  Any high school stu-
dent who is interested in learning more about the faith and 
about God in scripture is welcome to come!! 
 

High School Retreat: This year's retreat will be December 
1-3 at Camp Roger in Rockford, MI. The retreat is open to 
all high school students and will be a time to encounter who 
God is and what he wants for your life. We will have talks, 
small groups, adoration, and confession throughout the 
weekend along with some other activities. The amount is 
$65.00 for the weekend and forms are available on the par-
ish website. Any questions or concerns can be answered by 
Corey Luna at mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com 
 

The Diocese of Lansing is hosting a Youth Conference 
this year called Unashamed. It will be on Sunday, Novem-
ber 5, 2017 at the Lansing Center. Unashamed, based on 
Romans 1:16 is an opportunity for all 9-12 grade teens to 
encounter Jesus Christ, experience deeper conversion and 
be renewed in their discipleship. This daylong conference 
will include Mass with Bishop Boyea, Confession, Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament and feature dynamic presenta-
tions from nationally known speakers, including Paul J Kim 
and Chelsea Gheesling as well as uplifting praise and wor-
ship. More details can be found at www.lansingyouth.com. 
or by contacting Corey Luna. 
 

Jr. High/Middle School Youth Group: We are excited to 
start the school year with some meetings for the Junior High 
and Middle School Youth Groups!  The groups will meet on 
alternating Thursdays after school until 4:15pm in the Youth 
Center. Here is the schedule for the first semester: 
 

        Jr. High 
        October 26th 
        November 9th 
        November 30th 

 

Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it  
possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish. 

 
Catholicmatch 

Middle School 
November 2nd 
November 16th 

Spanish Mass 
I wanted to update everyone on how our 
Spanish Mass for the region is going.  The 
Mass is still being held every Sunday at the 
Farm.  On November 5th the Mass will 
move to St. Joseph’s parish in St. Johns. 
The Mass will be celebrated at 5:00 pm.   
Fr. Rogillio is celebrating the Mass and 
hopes to expand his ministry in the area.  
There are about 25 people who come to 

Mass.  The collection is small, many of the people being 
farm workers, etc.  If you’re interested in supporting this 
ministry, please feel free to speak to me.  We have a fund 
at the parish.  Please keep praying as we seek to grow and 
provide sacraments to our Hispanic brothers and sisters. 
 

All Saints 
The Solemnity of All Saints is a special time in the church’s 
liturgical calendar when we recall all the holy men and 
women in heaven with our Lord.  You will notice that the 
Feasts of All Saints and All Souls takes place in November 
as we journey toward the season of Advent and recall the 
end of time and the glorious return of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  The Church is reminding us of the “Last 
Things”  Death, Judgment, Heaven and Hell.  We know that 
history is heading to a conclusion and that all of us will 
stand before the judgment seat of Christ, as St. Paul writes 
in Romans 10:14.  These holy men and women have been 
found worthy to enter into the eternal banquet of heaven.  
Their holy lives and witness of faith spurs us on to victory. 
(Hebrews 12:1ff)  All Saints is a Holy Day of Obligation.  
Our Masses will be Wednesday, November 1

st
 at 8:15 

am. and 7:00 pm.  
 

All Souls 
Our Masses for the Feast of All Souls will be Thursday, No-
vember 2

nd
  at 8:15 am. and 7:00 pm.  During the evening 

Mass we will commemorate all those who have died this 
past year.  We remember all the souls in Purgatory who are 
assisted by our prayers. 

I would like to express my gratitude and appre-
ciation to the Dallas Twp fire and rescue, Clin-
ton Area ambulance, and the doctors and nurs-
es at Sparrow Hospital for the excellent care I 
received at the time of my farm accident.  I also 
want to say thank you to my family and our em-
ployees who kept the farm running smoothly 
while I was in the hospital.  Thank You! 

John Hufnagel  

Fr. Solanus Casey  
Beatification Mass Update 

 

We have three buses going to the beatifi-
cation Mass on Saturday, November 18th 
at Ford Field! Below are some things to 
take note of as the date approaches: 
 

~The buses will leave at 12:00 PM on No-
vember 18th and return at approx. 

   8:00 PM. 
 

~ Each person is responsible for their own food on the trip. 
Ford Field will have a limited number of concession stands 
open for people before the event. 
 

~ Ford Field has strict policies on what can and cannot be 
brought into the stadium for their events. Purses, for exam-
ple, have to be smaller than 8 1/2 x 14 x 10. Please check 
their website at www.fordfield.com and look for the image 
of Fr. Solanus for more information.  There is also informa-
tional sheet at all of the entrances of church. 
 

~ Seats on the bus are $20 each. Please turn money in at 
the parish office by Monday, November 13th if you are 
planning on riding the bus to the event.  

mailto:mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com
mailto:mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com
http://www.lansingyouth.com
http://www.fordfield.com
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News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas  

 

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life 

Important Upcoming Dates: 
Tues., Oct. 24      Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Tues., Oct. 24      Protecting God’s Children 6:30 – 9:00 
Wed., Oct. 25      8

th
 Grade Retreat 

Wed., Nov. 1      8:15 a.m. Mass/All Saints’ Day 
Thurs., Nov. 2      8:15 a.m. Mass/All Souls 
Fri., Nov.3      11:30 Dismissal/End of 1

st
 Quarter 

Sat., Nov. 4      MHT School Dinner Raffle/Auction 
 

MHT School Education Commission Vacancies:  There 
are openings on the MHT School Education Commission for 
the 2017/18 school year.  The general purpose of the com-
mission is to review, develop, and recommend changes to 
school policies, and assist in the development of the total 
education program of the school.  Members usually serve at 
least two years.  Any Most Holy Trinity parishioner is wel-
come to be a part of the Commission.  You do not need to 
have children enrolled in the school to be a member.  If you 
are interested, please contact Anne Hufnagel at princi-
pal@mhtparish.com by October 30, 2017. 
 

Protecting God’s Children Session:  MHT School will be 
hosting a Protecting God’s Children Session on Tuesday, 
October 24, 2017, from 6:30 – 9:00 p.m. in the school com-
puter lab.  All school volunteers must attend one of these 
sessions, this includes chaperones, field trip drivers, recess 
duty, etc.  You can register for the session by going to vir-
tus.org or by calling the school office. 
 

Kids:  Kids today learn a lot about getting to the moon, but 
very little about getting to heaven.  – David Jeremiah 

MHT School Dinner Raffle tickets 
will be on sale for $100 each at 
the school and parish office or 
by calling Tim & Therese Andros 
at 989-593-4120.  
 

NEW SPECIAL RAFFLE PRIZE!!! 
 

Dinner Raffle Special prize -- 
One year free tuition at  

MHT School.  
(Donated by an anonymous donor) 

 

Tickets available  at MHT school or 
Parish Office. 

 

$20 per ticket or 6 for $100 
 

Prize: $2025 to go toward tuition at 
MHT School 

 

Prize can be split among students 
or families.  

 

Drawing to be held Saturday  
November 4th during the  
Dinner Raffle Fundraiser.  

 

Need not be present to win. 

Electrician Needed 
 

The new equipment for the bells is almost complete. The 
next step is to have an electrician connect everything to-
gether. The bell company has provided us with blueprints 
that are available to review if you have any questions. 
Please contact Tom Weber or the parish office if you are 
interested in volunteering to help with this. 

 

October: Month to reflect  
on the Gift of Life 

 

What can I do to support life?  Join us for 
the Rosary at the tomb of the unborn by the 

Grotto Mondays after the evening Mass: 
 

October 23
rd

 7:45 pm. - Catholic Order of Foresters 
October 30

th
 7:45 pm. - Pro-life prayer group 

 

 

Help those in Crisis Pregnancies 
 

Shared Pregnancy &  Pregnancy Services of 
 Greater Lansing Wish List 

 

We have set up a pack and play in the main entrance along 
with copies of this wish list.  If you can help, we will deliver 
these items throughout the month of October. 
 

Diapers (sizes 3, 4, 5, 6)  Safety Items, Baby wipes, Baby Oil 
Plug Covers, Baby Powder, Door knob locks, Q-tips, Bassinet 
Sheets or crib sheets, Activity Saucer/Mat/Center          Board 
or soft books, Nursing (Boppy) Pillow, Bottle Brush, Baby car-
rier or wrap, Diaper Bag, Baby Monitor, Dish Set, Safety Gate, 
Nursing Pads, Car Seat (Infant or Toddler) - convertible new 
or gently used - less than 5 years old. Pacifiers, Shoes, Crib 
mattress, receiving blanket, Sippy Cup, High Chair, Socks (12 
mos-2T), Stroller, Towels, Swing, Wash Cloths, Bassinet, 
Toys (9 mos-2 yrs), Changing Table, Bibs, Pack-n-Play, Bot-
tles, Crib, Clothing (12 mos-2T), Dresser, Onesies, Car Seat 
Covers, Mittens/gloves, Pajamas, Winter hats (18 mos – 2T, 
Snowsuits, Winter boots for up to toddler size 8, Coats, Snow-
suits 3 months – 2T, Snow pants 12 months – 2T, Humidifiers  

Feather Bingo 
 

Come play bingo, win prizes, and maybe even a turkey! 
The Westphalia KC Feather Bingo will be held on Novem-
ber 5th, in Hall A.  Doors will open at 6:00 pm and Bingo will 
start at 6:30.  All are welcome, 18 and over.  Come on out 
for some fun and nice prizes. 

 

Regina Martin will be celebrating her 
100th birthday on Thursday, October 
26th.  A birthday card can be sent to: 
 

Regina Martin, 
Hazel Findley,  

1001 S. Scott Rd.,  
St. Johns, MI  48879 

St. Mary Craft Show 
 

St. Mary Parish 43rd Annual Craft Show on Saturday, Octo-
ber 28th from 9:00 am - 3:00 pm.  Have fun shopping for 
the special Christmas gift at our talented Vendors’ booths, 
and enjoy our famous St. Mary lunch from 9 am-2pm! 
 

Raffle tickets available at the door for $1 each.  The draw-
ing will be held at 3:00 pm.  Door prizes drawn all day! 
 

Located at St. Mary Hall, Carson City, MI.  For more infor-
mation call:  989-584-6044. 

mailto:principal@mhtparish.com
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Monday - October 23 
     7:00 p.m. + Harriet Jandernoa Haskin 
Tuesday - October 24 
     8:15 a.m. + John Klein & Living & Deceased Members 
  of the Family 
Wednesday - October 25 
     6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations   
     7:00 p.m. + Sylvester & Julia Martin, Including Rita  
  Halfman & Alan Simon & Families 
Thursday - October 26 
     8:15 a.m.  + For the Intentions of Regina Martin on the 
  Occasion of her 100th Birthday 
Friday - October 27 
     8:15 a.m. + Herb Thelen 
Saturday - October 28 
     8:15 a.m. + Poor Souls in Purgatory 
     1:00 p.m. Wedding of Travis DeLong & Tonya  
  Thelen 
     4:30 p.m. + People of the Parish 
Sunday - October 29 
    8:30 a.m.   + William & Patricia Rodgers & Living &  
  Deceased Members of the Family 
   10:30 a.m.   For the Intentions of Neil & Rosemary  
  Feldpausch on the Occasion of their 50th 
  Wedding Anniversary 

Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, Oct. 28 & 29 
4:30 p.m. - Clare M. Thelen, Luke Thelen, Volunteers 
8:30 a.m. - Randy Wirth, Glenn Esch, Neil Hufnagel, Ronn 
Thelen 
10:30 a.m.-  David Klein, Brent McCarty, Roy Witgen, Neil 
Feldpausch 

Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, Oct. 28 & 29 
4:30 p.m. - Nolan, Madison & Mitchell Wirth, Charlie Boak 
8:30 a.m. - Ben & Jack Schafer, Drew Armbrustmacher, 
Brycen Halfmann 
10:30 a.m. - Preston & Camden Braun, Sidney & Dominic 
Horak 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Regina Martin, Sean 
Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey 
Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, 
Kenny Briganti, Theresa Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward 
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Julie 
Wieber Schafer, Irene (Luttig) Weber, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, 
Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, 
Scott Kus, Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Gregg Platte,  Frank 
Hufnagel, Norman Goerge, Lynda Esch, Jim O. 
Koenigsknecht, Mindy Simon, Janet Armbrustmacher 
(Allan), Marie Weber, Jenine Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, 
Josiah Ledger, Adam Pohl, Jordy Wohlscheid, Sharon 
Becker, Jennifer Grace Schrauben, Marian Halfman, Janet 
Simon, Dale Young and a special intention. 
 

Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can 
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. Mass Servers During This Week 

Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Faith Phillips, Olivia Thelen 
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School  
Wed., 7:00 p.m. - Savanah Martin, Nate & Kate Spicer 
Thur., 8:15 a.m. - John & Andrew Irrer 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer 
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - Braeden & Carly Andros 

 

Readings for the Week of October 22, 2017 
 

Monday Romans 4:20-25; Luke 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-
 75; Luke 12:13-21 
Tuesday  Romans 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21; Psalms 
 40:7-8a, 8b-9,10, 17; Luke 12:35-38 
Wednesday Romans 6:12-18; Psalms 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8; 
 Luke 12:39-48 
Thursday Romans 6:19-23; Psalms 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; 
 Luke 12:49-53 
Friday Romans 7:18-25a; Psalms 119:66, 68, 76, 
 77, 93, 94;Luke 12:54-59  
Saturday Ephesians 2:19-22; Psalms 19:2-3, 4-5; 
 Luke 6:12-16 

 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

October 14 & 15Collection…………………….. $11,606.57 
 

Special Collections 
Newspapers…………………………………………….  20.00 
Spread the Faith………………………………………..175.00 
ETF……………………………………………………….. 50.00 
World Mission ….....………………………….............  70.00 

October 22, 2017 
 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
 

Parish Office Hours 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm 
 

To Contact Us: 
Parish Office:               593-2162 
Fax:                               593-2171 

E-Mail:     office@mhtparish.com 
Website:              mhtparish.com 

 

Most Holy Trinity School: 593-2616 

 
 

 
Third Publication:  Travis DeLong & Tonya Thelen 

 

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to 
pray for those who work to restore legal 
protection for the unborn may turn to God for 
strength to persevere. 

 

 
 
Cohen James Becker, son of Tayler & Abbie (Keilen) 
Becker 
 

Miles Daniel Fedewa, son of Craig & Danielle (Frazer) 
Fedewa 
 

We welcome Cohen & Miles to our parish family. 

 

There was a green pie plate left at Don Schneider’s funeral 
luncheon.    Please pick up at parish office.  Thanks! 


