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From The Pastor’s Desk 

This week Kayla Nelson was invited to share with us . 

I’m going to do a dreaded thing and 
bring up Christmas music before 
Thanksgiving. Yikes! There’s even 
snow falling outside as I finish 
writing this article! I know many 
people are vehemently opposed to 
Christmas music before 
Thanksgiving. I also know there are 
plenty of other people who love 
early Christmas music but try to 
hide it due to shame or the 

disapproving glance of loved ones who hold fast to the 
aforementioned Thanksgiving rule. And then there are 
those of you who, like my mother, really do get in the 
mood for Christmas in July and could play O Holy 
Night any time of year. No matter which camp you find 
yourself in, here’s the great thing: choir gives you a 
way around societal norms! Christmas is in just over 6 
weeks, so the learning season begins a little earlier in 
the music world. 
 

This article, however, isn’t just an appeal to join choir; 
rather, I’m hoping that it will draw each person to 
reflection in anticipation of the coming Advent and 
Christmas seasons. Several studies have shown that 
the holiday season actually tends to be pretty hard on 
the adult population. There’s the financial stress of 
presents, travel, and food; the emotional stress of 
seeing or not seeing family; general stresses of 
cleaning, cooking, and busy schedules; and 
sometimes the added pain of missing loved ones. It 
might seem like pure insanity to add something else to 
an already-burdened schedule, but I want to make an 
appeal to your personal well-being. Do you have 
something built in to help you get away, enrich and 
nourish your soul, and fill you back up in this season 
of giving? 
 

In busy lives where we give so much to our families 
and friends, it’s important to make sure we’re not 
running dry. No one can give what they don’t have, so 
our efforts to love and give can become strained when 
we don’t take time to fill ourselves back up. Jesus 
himself drew away to the wilderness be alone with His 
Father after intense weeks of ministry. If we’re striving 
to be Christ-like, we need to imitate the whole person 
of Jesus instead of chasing the culturally-
manufactured ideal of the ever-serving, never-taking 
Christian. Jesus’ self-sacrifice flowed directly from the 
Father’s love which He received in moments of 
renewal, both alone and with the small community of 
his closest disciples. We need that space too. A quiet 
evening with a movie and a glass of wine does some 
good, but we need access to sources that will truly 
renew us. This can be found in both our prayer lives 
and in a community. 

 

I have worked really hard to establish adult choir as a 
space that provides those very things. Members have 
told me repeatedly over the past few years that 
rehearsal is their chance to get away during the week 
and have time to do something they enjoy. They also 
feel more engaged during Mass, and even though 
they liked singing before, now feel like they get to sing 
as confidently as they want because they’re 
surrounded by others doing the same thing. I invite 
you to seek out something like this for yourself. If you 
love to sing and you love the music of this season, 
take this opportunity to do something you enjoy. It 
doesn’t matter if you’re an incredible singer; it’s good 
to give ourselves permission to do something creative 
just because we like it, not because we’ll make a living 
off of it! Choir is both a way to fill yourself up and give 
back to the community, even if you’re unable to 
participate through the whole year. 
 

Finally, this last part is an invitation for everyone at the 
parish: On Thursday, December 12 at 7:00 PM, we 
will have an evening prayer service of music and 
readings from scripture, known formally as “Lessons 
and Carols.” It’s a short event - under an hour - where 
we’ll have readings through salvation history with 
music sung by the various choirs as reflections 
between the readings. There are no high school 
basketball games that night, so I hope you’ll take the 
chance to rest in God’s presence and enjoy some 
beautiful music. 
 

Please contact me at kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com with 
any questions. I’m looking forward to a beautiful 
Advent and Christmas season. 
 

 God Bless, Kayla. 

mailto:kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com
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Spring Break Mission- March 29th- April 4th: During 
Spring Break we will go to Kentucky and serve with 
Christian Appalachian Project. During our stay, we will work 
on construction projects with a number of volunteers as well 
as have time to contemplate on the Lord’s goodness and 
pray for more of an outpouring of His spirit!! If interested  
contact Corey ASAP! mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com or visit 
our Spring Break Page on our website. Deadline to sign 
up is December 1st! 

Director of Youth Ministry 
Corey Luna - mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.  

Children's Choir 
 

All Grades 2 - 8 
 meet Nov. 19 

Christmas Masses: 
 

We're once again inviting our 
parishioners to use Signup 
Genius to help with Christmas 
and New Year's (Solemnity of 
Mary) Mass sign up this year! 
Please see the schedule if you 
would like to read, usher, distribute communion or 
have your child serve at one of the Christmas or New 
Year's Masses. Contact the parish office at 593-2162 
or office@mhtparish.com if you have questions. 

 

Hispanic Ministry: Dear friends in Christ, the pastors of Clinton 
County are working to form an outreach to our Hispanic brothers 
and sisters in our region. We have been waiting for one of the 
religious communities to provide a religious sister to work with the 
families in the area. Sr. Antonia Cruz will be arriving and starting 
work in Clinton County. Each parish has contributed $5000.00 and 
the Diocese has provided the rest of the resources to pay Sister’s 
salary. One thing that she will need is a vehicle to make pastoral 
visits and work with various pastors. If you have a used vehicle 
that you are willing to donate to the ministry or  donate toward the 
purchase of a vehicle, contact Fr. Dennis or Suzana Chapa Vargas, 
Coordinator of the Hispanic Ministry for the Diocese of Lansing  517-
342-2520 or email schapa@dioceseoflansing.org 

Clinton County Thanksgiving Dinner 
 

Have nowhere to go for 
Thanksgiving? The Clinton 
County churches are offering 
a free Thanksgiving meal and 
time of celebration at Smith 
Hall in St. Johns. All are 
welcome! 

 

Reflections on Divine Mercy  

and the Eucharist  
 

Guest Speaker  

Bryan Thatcher, MD  
 

Held at St. Mary Cathedral Hall  

219 Seymour Street  

Lansing, MI 48933  

Saturday , November 23  

Noon—2PM  
 

For more information and register call Diane at (517) 402-

1562. There is no charge for this gathering, and Divine 

Mercy books, DVD’s, and literature will be available. For info 

on EADM go to www.thedivinemercy.org/EADM  

ADULT SOCIAL GATHERING 
 

Another fun night of actual in-person 
social interaction is scheduled for 
Wednesday, November 20th at 
7:30pm in the K of C Hall. If you 
have an hour or two and are in the 
mood for fun conversation, please 
join us! More information is available 
by contacting Ann Schafer at 593-
3539. Hope to see you there! 

Grandma and Me Movie Night  
 

When: Saturday Dec. 14th at 6 pm  
Where: MHT Activity Center. 
Movie: “The Star” 
 

All grandmothers are invited to 
bring their grandchildren for an 
evening of complimentary popcorn 
and a movie. “The Star” captures 
the spirit of Christmas and can be 
enjoyed by all ages. Feel free to 
bring sleeping bags/blankets for the kids. Christmas 
pajamas and comfy clothing are acceptable attire! 

Marquette Method of NFP 
 

The Marquette Method (MM) is newer 
technology based type of natural family 
planning (NFP). Couples will use a 
Clear Blue Fertility Monitor, which is 
sensitive to Estrogen and LH hormone 
markers, and track the results of low 
high or peak fertility, to avoid or 
achieve pregnancy. Additionally, the 
MM is the only method of NFP to 
demonstrate high effectiveness for 

breastfeeding women who were avoiding pregnancy 
during the postpartum time. This method is 98-99% 
effective in preventing pregnancy with correct use. 
 

Only healthcare professionals with a Bachelor's degree 
or higher are eligible to teach the Marquette Method. 
Our own community member, Ashley Klein, is a MM 
Instructor and would love to help engaged couples, and 
married families learn this highly successful method of 
NFP. Contact Ashley for more details!517-388-0443, 
mmnfp.com/ashleyklein or ashleyklein@mmnfp.com 
 

Ashley will be offering a 30 minute informational 
session on Sunday November 24th, to explain the 

MM, associated costs, and to answer any questions. 
This will take place at St. Joseph's Church Rectory 

Library, in Pewamo, at 11am. 
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Blessed Mother Statue 
 

The statue of Mary is available to take home on 
the weekends. This is an opportunity to pray for 
the parish and your family’s needs.  

 

Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it  
possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish. 

 
Miller’s Redi Mix 

 

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

 

By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity 
School seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to proclaim the Gospel, restore 

all things in Him, strive to lead our students to the Truth for the 
betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come. 

 

The Pro-Life Holy Hour is held every Monday 
and Wednesday from 9 - 10am in the church. If 
you are unable to come to the church you can 
join us at home. 

SCRIP -With the Holidays fast 
approaching don’t forget to stock up on 
Scrip for the all your holiday needs; 
shopping, dining, entertainment and 
hotels. Scrip gift cards make great gifts. 
Visit shopwithscrip.com for a complete list. 

Scrip that is kept in stock is available at the school office. If 
you would like to learn more about the scrip program and 
how you can use it to help defray the cost of a Catholic 
Education please visit the MHT Parish website or contact 
the school.  Anyone can purchase the gift cards, you do not 
have to have a student at MHT School to use scrip. 

Upcoming Events: 
Tues., Nov. 19  Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Wed., Nov. 20  Picture Retakes 
Tues., Nov. 26  Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Wed., Nov. 27  11:30 Dismissal 
Wed., Nov. 27  Middle School Encounter (9 – 
10:30) 
Thurs., Nov. 28  No School/Happy Thanksgiving 
Fri., Nov. 29  No School/Thanksgiving Break 
 

Veterans’ Celebration: Thank you to all of the Veterans, 
spouses, and members of the ladies auxiliary for attending 
our annual Veterans’ Celebration. I also want to thank all of 
the people who had a hand in putting on the breakfast and 
the entertainment. Special thanks to Patty Koenigsknecht 
for being in charge of the breakfast.  Also, thank you to the 
teachers for preparing their students and making the time 
for this special event. Lastly, thank you to the parents for 
helping in the kitchen and making baked goods. 
 

Thank You: Conferences went extremely well again this 
year. We had almost 100% parent participation. I want to 
thank you for making your children’s education such a 
priority. Also, thank you for providing the items for the lovely 
dinner on Thursday. That meal helps to make a long day 
feel just a bit shorter. We appreciate all of the support you 
give your children and us throughout the whole year.  
 

Thanksgiving Food Drive:  We will once again be 
collecting nonperishable food items to give to a local 
charity.  More information will be coming home soon. 
 

Heroes:  God is preparing His heroes. And when the 
opportunity comes, He can fit them into their places in a 
moment. And the world will wonder where they came from. 
– A. B. Simpson 

Thanksgiving Food Collection 
 

Friends in Christ, the holidays are quickly approaching and 
as Christians we are especially sensitive to the needs of the 
poor during holidays and holy seasons like Advent. I just 
want to remind us all that beginning the week of November 
26

th
 we will be setting up the side altar area of the Blessed 

Virgin to receive gifts of non-perishable food. If you prefer to 
make a monetary donation, we have many calls during the 
holidays for assistance. Please make out any checks to 
Most Holy Trinity. We will be delivering on Monday, 
December 2nd. Any help packing up and transporting would 
be appreciated! 

 

Word Among Us 
 

December is the last in our 3 month trial with the 
Word Among Us daily meditation booklet. We invite 
you to consider subscribing to continue receiving 
them. Please visit their website - Wau.org - or call 1-
800-775-9673 for assistance.  
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Monday - November 18 
7:00 p.m.   + Sharon Todter & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 
 

Tuesday - November 19 
8:15 a.m.   + Oscar & Louise Schafer & Living &  
  Deceased Members of the Family 
 

Wednesday - November 20 
6:00 p.m.         Eucharistic Adoration 
7:00 p m.   +    Mass of Thanksgiving for all who  
  remembered Don Pung & family at the time 
  of his passing 
 

Thursday - November 21 
8:15 a.m.    Kathy Saba 
 

Friday - November 22 
8:15 a.m.   + Beatrice Hess 
 

Saturday - November 23 
4:30 p.m.   + Jennifer Simon 
 

Sunday - November 24 
8:30 a.m.     + Dolores Schueller (1st Anniversary) 
10:30 a.m.   People of the Parish 

 

Readings for the Week of November 17, 2019 
 

Monday 1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63; Ps 119:53,  
 61, 134, 150, 155, 158; Lk 18:35-43 
Tuesday 2 Mc 6:18-31; Ps 3:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Lk 19:1-10 
Wednesday 2 Mc 7:1, 20-31; Ps 17:1bcd, 5-6, 8b and 15;  
 Lk 19:11-28 
Thursday 1 Mc 2:15-29; Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15;  Lk 19:41-44 
Friday 1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59; 1 Chr 29:10bcd, 11abc,  
 11d-12a, 12bcd; Lk 19:45-48 

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to 
pray that many blessings are showered upon 
all those who supported the MHT School  
Dinner Raffle. 

 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

Nov 9 & 10 Collection …………………………… $9,137.00 

 

Special Collections 
Newspapers .……..…..……….……..………………. $95.00 
Captial Improvements ………….….………..…..…  $50.00 
All Saints …………………………………..……...….. $15.00 
Cemetery ………………………………….………… $147.00 
Catholic Campaign …………………………………..$20.00 
 
 
 
 

Monthly Finance Report For October 
 

Sunday Collection-All Sources-……….…... $51,837.13 
Sunday Collections-Year to Date- …………. $210,901.85 
Sunday Collections- FY 19 Budget-……….$675,000.00 
Percentage Collected Through October ……… 31.24% 

MASSES FOR THIS WEEK 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
fr.dennis@hotmail.com 

 

Parish Office Hours  -- 8am-noon, 1-3pm 
 

Parish Office:               593-2162 
 Email:     office@mhtparish.com 

 

MHT School - 593-2616 

 

USHERS FOR NOVEMBER 23 & 24 
 

4:30 p.m. - Tony Schafer, Jerome R. Thelen, Lonnie 
Schueller, Volunteer 
 

8:30 a.m. - Jerome Spitzley, John Hufnagel, Kurt Thelen, 
Volunteer 
 

10:30 a.m. - Brett Stump, Kirk Phillips, Dale Koenigsknecht, 
Hilary Stump 

 

SERVERS FOR THIS WEEK 
 

Mon., 7:00 p.m.. - Ella Hufnagel, Braxton Myers 
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School Volunteer 
Weds., 7:00 p.m. - Aubrey & Elizabeth Epkey 
Thurs., 8:15 a.m. -  Adult Volunteer 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer 
 

SERVERS FOR NOVEMBER 23 & 24 
  

4:30 p.m. - Collin Feldpausch, Gavin Klein, Volunteers 
 

8:30 a.m. - Quinten, Nate & Kara Esch, Jonah Thelen 
 

10:30 a.m. - Nolan & Selena Stump, Logan & Keegan Klein 

 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering, especially: Dane VanElls, Ardith Graham, Regina 
Martin, Sean Dush, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey 
Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, 
Marie Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, 
Sarah Weber, Julie Wieber Schafer, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, 
Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, 
Scott Kus, Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Frank Hufnagel, 
Marie Weber, Jenine Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, Josiah 
Ledger, Jordy Wohlscheid, Jennifer Grace Schrauben, 
Janet Simon, Dale Young, Richard Bushamp, Alan & 
Therese Kramer, Christopher Martin, Theresa Heeg, Bev 
Nurenberg, Jeff Wadell, Charles Wadell, Chuck Welch, 
Jeanne Alaga, Milo Platte, Timothy D. Thelen, Marilyn 
Dixon, Richard Rodgers, Carolee Smith, Charles Miller, 
Father Den Morrow, Gary Schueller, Ray Hamilton, Ralph 
Feldpausch, and a special intention. 
 

Please contact the office to add or remove a name from 
the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

 

Diocesan Job Opening 
 

The Diocese of Lansing is looking for an enthusiastic 
Catholic committed to the evangelization mission of the 
Catholic Church to serve as a part time Communications 
Intern. The position will report to the Director of 
Communications and will work 15 - 19 hours per week. The 
position promotes and reports upon Catholic events and 
initiatives happening throughout our diocese in a way that 
uses multi-media on various platforms. To learn more about 
the position and apply, please visit our website at 
www.dioceseoflansing.org/employment 

http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/employment

