Most Holy Trinity

November 18, 2018

“And then they will see the
Son of Man coming in the
clouds with great power
and glory...”
Mark 13: 25

From The Pastor’s Desk
As we begin to start planning our next adult retreat,
February 22-24 in DeWitt, the staff reflected back on how
the retreats have impacted our lives. Here’s a look at what
the retreats have meant to us.
Fr. Dennis
When I first arrived at the parish almost 12 years ago, it
became very clear to me that what the Lord wanted was to
take evangelization very seriously. A parish that just
provides Mass and confessions and has no vision is a
parish that is dying. We are seeing tremendous problems in
our Western civilization, a breakdown of values and a
common vision for living. Our culture is at a crisis point, and
the big question is whether the Church will step up and
show the way. I have always believed that the heart of
evangelization is building a relationship with Jesus and with
one another. The adult retreats have really sparked this
aspect of evangelization. Whether through the talks, the
times of prayer, confessions, or adoration on the retreat, the
Lord reveals Himself over and over to those who come. I
think this is also true of ourselves, the staff. When the staff
and I started to plan the retreats a little over 3 years ago,
we hoped that those who would come could experience the
power of transformation and encouragement in the Lord.
But the truth is, the whole staff has also experienced this. I
think some people have this false notion that “church
people” have it all together and don’t need to grow. How
wrong they are…. Over and over again, God’s goodness
and love manifests Himself to me and everyone. God meets
us wherever we’re at and invites us to take the next step in
our lives with Him.

Adam
We originally thought of the adult retreats as an opportunity
for adults to experience what our high school and college
kids have been experiencing at the Steubenville Youth
Conferences. This meant taking the powerful experiences
of Adoration and prayer that have become the norm in our
youth ministry program and providing them for adults in the
parish. While those experiences have been powerful for
everyone who’s attended, the most meaningful part to me
has been the community that’s slowly been building. Over
the past three and a half years we have now had six
retreats and all have been very successful! Just over 80
parishioners have attended a weekend retreat at least
once, and we’re averaging around 25 participants for each
retreat weekend!
Corey
Since we started the adult retreats, I have felt that they
were something special that everyone in the parish should
experience. The first one that I was at I was still in college,
and I ended up leading a small group. I remember
gathering with all of these fantastic women who were older
than me, probably more experienced in life, and I was so
intimidated! I couldn’t think of anything else but “Why would
they listen to anything I said?!?!” But as we started talking
and discussing where everyone was and how every person
was experiencing the retreat, I really felt the Lord showing
us how much he loved our community and how much He
wanted to touch every single person there. It was an
extremely powerful weekend, and honestly since then I feel
like they have only gotten more and more exciting! Before
every one of them I enter the weekend knowing that not
only will I be refreshed and renewed, but the Lord will show
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up to people in a way they may have never experienced
before and that is something special to be apart of.
Andrea
Our adult retreats have been something that has helped me
tremendously since I started working here. I remember
driving around and visiting retreat centers with a newborn
just shortly after I was hired. I was so nervous leading that
first retreat and speaking at it. In many ways I felt like I was
thrown into this leadership role, but the Lord knew what he
was doing and he was going to use these retreats as a way
to build up my confidence as a leader. With each passing
retreat I’ve been able to see how the Lord is working in the
lives of those who attend, but also on an individual level.
Instead of being nervous going into the retreats, I can’t wait
to see what the Lord has planned. I’ve learned to set aside
my nervousness and to really rely on the Holy Spirit to
guide me during the retreats and it’s been such a blessing
to lead our adults to encounter the Lord in a new and
powerful way.

Paul
Retreats have been a regular part of my spiritual life since I
attended my first Steubenville youth conference in high
school. They give me a chance to quiet my mind and heart
and really listen to what the Lord wants to say to me in my
life, and speak he does, without fail. I’ve attended all of the
adult retreats except one, and even though I come as a
leader and not a participant, God always shows up for me
personally. It’s been really cool to see how the Holy Spirit
has gently pulled my out of my comfort zone. Where not too
long ago I was pretty terrified to lead a prayer team, this
past retreat the Holy Spirit not only gave me the courage to
step out in faith but also worked through my efforts, no
matter how imperfect they were, in powerful ways. While I
truly expect the Lord to show up, I still leave every retreat
surprised and excited about what God is doing in my life
and the lives of all who attended.
Kayla
Since my freshman year of high school, I've been able to
have 2 retreats built into my yearly schedule: The fall High
School Retreat and Steubenville in June. These retreats
were such important touchstones for my faith life; they gave
me a chance to step back twice a year and evaluate my life
and relationship with the Lord. As a result, I was so excited
when Adam and Andrea started to brainstorm plans for an
adult retreat. For me, there was always a tangible feeling of
relief and peace whenever I stepped foot in the high school
retreat facilities, whether at Greenville or our newer location
in Rockford. It's not unlike that feeling when you get to the
cottage in the summer for a weekend vacation, but with the
added element of being there particularly to grow in
relationship with the Lord. I was incredibly excited that
people like my parents would have the opportunity to have
that same experience. After a few years of adult retreats, I
can say that these weekends have their own atmosphere,
unique from the high school retreat or anything else we do.
There's the key elements of separation from everyday life,
but there's also a unique experience in seeing people from
our community come together. Adulthood can be isolating
sometimes with all of our separate jobs and family lives,
and I think one of the greatest blessings that has come from
this retreat is the community we're building. Whether people
are coming for the first or sixth time, new relationships are
forged and each retreat is a new experience.

Prayer to St. Joseph for a Happy Death
O Blessed Joseph, you gave your last
breath in the loving embrace of Jesus
and Mary. When the seal of death shall
close my life, come with Jesus and
Mary to aid me. Obtain for me this
solace for that hour - to die with their
holy arms around me. Jesus, Mary and
Joseph, I commend my soul, living and
dying, into your sacred arms. Amen.

SCRIP
With the Holidays fast approaching don’t forget to
stock up on Scrip for all your shopping needs.
Scrip gift cards make great gifts. The last chance
to order scrip for 2018 is Monday, Dec.17th. From
Dec. 26st through Jan. 7th, Scrip that is kept on
hand will be available in the parish office during
regular business hours. Scrip Now and Reloads
will still be available during Christmas break.
Please contact the school if you would like more
information about these convenient options.
Below is a list of Scrip gift cards that are kept in
stock and available for purchase in the school
office.
Amazon ($25), American Eagle ($25), Applebees
($25), Barnes & Noble ($10 & $25), Bath and
Body Works ($10 & $25), Bed Bath Beyond ($25),
Bob Evans ($10), Buffalo Wild Wings ($10 & $25),
Dick's Sporting Goods ($25), Dunhams ($25),
Exxon ($50), GFS ($25 & $100), iTunes ($15),
JCPenney ($25), Kohls ($25 & $100), Lowes
($25), Meijers ($25 & $100), Menards ($25),
Michaels ($25), Olive Garden ($25), Outback
Steak ($25), Panera ($10), Red Lobster ($25),
Red Robin ($25), Schmitz Carwash ($5, $6, $7),
Subway ($10 & $50), Taco Bell ($10), Target
($100), Texas Roadhouse ($25), Walgreens
($25), Walmart ($25, $100, $250), Wendy's ($10).
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Grandma and ME Movie Night
Sat., Dec. 8th, 6 pm - activity center
Featured movie is “THE STAR”
All grandmothers are invited to bring their grandchildren for
an evening of complimentary popcorn and a movie. “The
Star” captures the spirit of Christmas and can be enjoyed
by all ages. Feel free to bring sleeping bags/blankets for
the kids. Christmas pajamas are acceptable attire!

Website: mhtparish.com

Remember your loved ones
There are always liturgical items the
parish needs – chalices to be refurbished,
vestments, and other liturgical items.
Consider making a donation in memory of
a loved one that will be used in our
Masses and celebrations. If interested speak to Fr. Dennis.
Also, Please write the names of all your deceased family
members, friends, and coworkers in the Book of the
Deceased at the Altar of St. Joseph.
We will pray for them at daily Masses through November.

Sponsored by Christian Mothers

Holy Cross Services Local Winners
The November Holy Cross Services local calendar winners
are Pamela Fink ($100), Josephine Thelen ($100), &
Donald Martin ($500). Thank you to all who participated!

Helping the Poor
Dear friends – these are hard times for many people. It is
our duty according to the Gospel to help those in need. I
would encourage you to consider making a donation to our
fund for the needy. This allows our parish to reach out with
love and compassion to those in need.
“Then the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you
who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I
was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you
gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked
and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and
you visited me.’”
Matthew 25:34-3
You’re invited!!
THANKSGIVING DAY
Clinton Community THANKSGIVING
Celebration & Dinner
Knights of Columbus Hall
1108 Old U.S. 27, St. Johns, MI 48879
11:00 am Worship Service
12:00—2:00 pm Dinner
RSVP (989) 292-0972 or CCThanksgiving.org
Food, Fellowship, Music, Football, Kid’s Crafts
COMMUNITY SPONSORED: NO COST TO YOU

Job Opening
Most Holy Trinity is looking to hire someone to work with
our maintenance team. This position will be part time and
under 20 hours a week. Hours will vary and occasionally
include evenings and weekends. Responsibilities include
helping set up and clean for events in the Activity Center,
assisting with various cleaning projects around the parish,
and snow removal. Please contact Adam at the parish
office if you are interested.

Medication Collection
There will be a medication collection at Sparrow
Clinton Hospital Pharmacy on December 14th from 25pm. Pills, tablets, and liquids are accepted. No
needles please!
Blessed Mother Statue
The statue of Mary is available to take home on
the weekends. Take this opportunity to enter into
prayer and closeness with our Blessed Mother.
Use the sign up sheet in the back of church.

Thanksgiving
Masses for Thanksgiving
Wednesday, November 21st at 7:00 pm.
Thursday, November 22nd at 8:15 am.
Come and give thanks to our God for all His
blessings!
There will be a collection for the needy
taken up at these Masses
Our annual Thanksgiving
food collection is coming
up November 17/18th
through the 24/25th.
We ask that you bring
non-perishable
food
items (please nothing in
glass) to the church to
the side altar of Our
Lady.
If you wish to contribute
a financial gift instead,
please make out your
check to Most Holy
Trinity Parish.
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Principal of Most Holy Trinity School
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com
By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity
School seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to proclaim the Gospel, restore
all things in Him, strive to lead our students to the Truth for the
betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come.

Important Dates:
Tues., Nov. 20
Weds., Nov. 21
Thurs., Nov 22
Fri., Nov. 23
Tues., Nov. 27
Weds., Nov. 28

Mass @ 8:15 a.m.
11:30 Dismissal/Staff P.D.
No School/Happy Thanksgiving
No School/Thanksgiving Break
Mass @ 8:15 a.m.
Picture Retakes @ 10:30 a.m.

Invitation: Advent is fast approaching and the students will
once again be holding an Advent Prayer service each
week. Exact times and places will be coming soon. As
always you are more than welcome to join us for any of our
spiritual activities.
Change: Everyone wants to change, but change demands
desire and discipline before it becomes delightful. There is
always the agony of choice before the promise of change. –
Larry Lea
The St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store in
St. Johns (1009 S. US-27 in the
Southpoint Mall) is
looking
for
additional volunteers (men and women).
The ideal candidates must enjoy working
with others.
You would be joining many awesome
volunteers who do a variety of functions
to help us in our ministry.
Our volunteers: accept donations, sort/price items, cashier,
move merchandise/inventory, recycle items, pick-up
furniture, clean/vacuum/dust, etc. Each volunteer chooses
what part is of most interest to them.
We have 2 shifts on weekdays and one shift on Saturdays,
averaging 3 ½ hours per shift.
If you are interested in finding out how you might be able to
help, please call John Thelen at 989 292-7057.

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m.
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is
to pray in thanksgiving for everything we’ve
been blessed with, as well as safe travels for
all during the holiday.

Sponsor of the Week
Our thanks to the many businesses that make it
possible for the bulletin to be costcost-free to our parish.

Pung Garage Doors & Openers LLC
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Christmas Mass Volunteers needed
In an effort to allow flexibility with family Christmas plans,
we have not assigned Ushers, Readers, or Extraordinary
Ministers for the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
Masses. Please contact the parish office to let us know
which Mass you are available to help. Mass times are as
follows:

Mon., Dec. 24 - 4:30 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 24 - 7:00 p.m.
Mon., Dec. 24 - 9:00 p.m.
Tues., Dec. 25 - 9:00 a.m.
From Paul Fahey, Director of Religious Education
If you are currently a high school freshman or older who
would like to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation and
haven't met with Paul Fahey, please contact him at
mhtdre@gmail.com or 989-593-3174.

Join Father Dennis on a Pilgrimage to

Rome

~

\àtÄç

Vatican City ~ Assisi
March 10-17, 2019

This Pilgrimage is open and welcome to
anyone. It is not only for MHT Parishioners.
Sponsored by Corporate Travel

FAITH-BASED
COUNSELING
STVCC offers faith based
counseling
for
all
parishioners
in
the
Diocese. These services
are provided by Tammy
Render-Morris,
a
Licensed
Professional
Counselor with a Christian counseling designation. Contact
us today for hope and healing for any struggles you may be
experiencing. Issues that are treated include: addition,
anxiety, depression, family/couple conflicts, faith, grief and
loss. There is healing for your pain and suffering. Contact
Tammy at 517-323-4734 ext. 1735 for an appointment.

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Second Publication: Katie Esch & Jason Wohlfert
Allie Marie Marines, daughter of Robert
Marines and Rachelle (Osborn) Marines
Kellie Lynn Marines, daughter of Robert
Marines and Rachelle (Osborn) Marines
Alayna Margaret Thelen, daughter of Joseph
Thelen and Rachael (Zell) Thelen
Emmett Anthony Thelen, son of Travis Thelen and
Amanda (Jandernoa) Thelen
We welcome Allie, Kellie, Alayna, and Emmett to our parish
family.
Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or
recovering, especially: Regina Martin, Sean Dush, Charlene
Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin,
Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, Marie Hengesbach, Edward
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Julie Wieber
Schafer, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta,
Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, Steve Thelen, Tracy
Schmitt, Gregg Platte, Frank Hufnagel, Lynda Esch, Janet
Armbrustmacher( Allan), Marie Weber, Jenine Kloeckner,
Jennifer Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Adam Pohl, Jordy
Wohlscheid, Jennifer Grace Schraube, Janet Simon, Dale
Young, Brent Baese, Shane Grinnell, Richard Bushamp,
Alan & Therese Kramer, Christopher Martin, Theresa Heeg,
Bev Nurenberg, Jeff Wadell, Charles Wadell, Chuck Welch,
Jeanne Alaga, Milo Platte, Timothy D. Thelen, Curtis
Feldpausch, Donald Goerge, Marilyn Dixon, and a special
intention.
Please contact the office to add or remove a name from
the list. Thank you.
Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish
Community who are in the Armed Services.
Our Parish Stewardship
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
November 10 & 11 Collection ...…...………… $11,751.00
Special Collections
All Saints Day .……………..…...………................... $55.00
ETF ……..………………………………………….….… $5.00
Newspapers ……………………………………...…. $164.00
Cemetery…………………………………………..… $182.00
Maintenance & Repairs ………………………….. $200.00

Readings for the Week of November 18, 2018
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

Friday
Saturday

Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 & 6; Lk 18:35-43
Rv 3:1-6, 14-22; Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5; Lk 19:1-10
Rv 4:1-11; Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 19:11-28
Rv 5:1-10; Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b;
Lk 19:41-44 Sir 50:22-24; Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9,
10-11;1 Cor 1:3-9; Lk 17:11-19
Rv 10:8-11; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131; Lk
19:45-48
Rv 11:4-12; Ps 144:1, 2, 9-10; Lk 20:27-40

Monday - November 19
7:00 p.m. + Gilbert & Marie Simon
Tuesday - November 20
8:15 a.m.
Living & Deceased Members of the Knights
of Columbus
Wednesday - November 21
6:00 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration
7:00 p m. + Urban Weber including Ken, & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family
Thursday - November 22 - Thanksgiving Day
8:15 a.m. + Deceased Clergy of the Diocese of Lansing
Friday - November 23
8:15 a.m.
No Mass
Saturday - November 24
4:30 p.m.
People of the Parish
Sunday - November 25
8:30 a.m.
+ Roy Spitzley (1st Anniversary)
10:30 a.m. + Norman Goerge

Ushers
Saturday & Sunday, November 24 & 25
4:30 p.m. – Tony Schafer, Jerome R. Thelen, Lonnie
Schueller, Volunteer
8:30 a.m. – Gerry Schomisch, Philip Schmitt, Ralph
Feldpausch, Volunteer
10:30 a.m. – Dan Pung, Duane Pung, Keith Weber,
Volunteer

Altar Servers
During This Week
Mon., 7 p.m. - Kate & Nate Spicer, Megan Hufnagel
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School Volunteer
Weds., 7 p.m. - Quinten & Nate Esch
Thurs., 8:15 a.m. (Thanksgiving Day) - Olivia & Isaac
Thelen
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - NO MASS
Saturday & Sunday, November 24 & 25
4:30 p.m. - Jonathan Koenigsknecht, Kalani Koenigsknecht,
Volunteers
8:30 a.m. - Quinten & Nate Esch, Jonah Thelen, Alexander
Warnke
10:30 a.m. - Logan & Keegan Klein, Tony Piggott, Isaac
Thelen
Server Schedule
The December server schedule is online. As
always, thank you for volunteering!
November 18, 2018
Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard
Parish Office Hours -- 8am-noon, 1-3pm
Parish Office:
593-2162
Email: office@mhtparish.com
Website:
mhtparish.com
MHT School - 593-2616

