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This year marks the 10th year of our fall High 
School retreats. It’s funny thinking back to the 
first one, because it was actually the first retreat 
that I ever went to. At the time, I didn’t realize 
that it was the beginning of many ways that the 
Lord was moving in my life and in our youth min-
istry program as a whole. I was just a freshman 
at the time, so my agenda for this retreat was 

getting out of the house for a weekend so that I could hang out 
with friends. I had no intentions to dig any deeper in my faith, 
and I don’t remember much about that retreat. All I do remem-
ber is some stuff I did in my small group, and that some young 
adults came and pretended to be pirates at the beginning of it. 
I didn’t really surrender anything to the Lord on this retreat or 
make a huge commitment to live any differently, so it might 
seem like it wasn’t really important for me personally, but I 
would say that it might have been one of the most important 
steps that I’ve taken in my journey towards encountering the 
Lord. Coming into that retreat, I was a kid coming from a home 
that didn’t practice the faith at all. I didn’t go to Mass, didn’t 
know how to pray, and didn’t have any concept of who Jesus 
Christ was. In the end, I didn’t leave with a huge surrender to 
God, but I did leave that first retreat with was an openness to 
going on retreats, and experiencing things that the church of-
fered. That openness was monumentally important because it 
did lead me to a deeper encounter with Jesus, and many con-
versions of my own heart. 
 

Since that first retreat, our retreats have evolved with new ide-
as and new traditions that have shaped how myself and other 
young people in our community see God and live out their 
lives. I think overall, though, a culture that has been formed 
over time on these retreats is having a time and space to au-
thentically think about life in a bigger way. So many times we 
don’t have an opportunity to think about who we really are and 
who God really is. Life is so filled with busyness that we can’t 
help but to get swept into. Especially, in high school when you 
have to first try to balance homework, work, extracurriculars, 
college classes, friends, family, etc etc. It can sometimes be 
impossible to set all those things aside and leave room for fig-
uring out who God is and who He wants you to be. Even in our 
community, where most of us have had some sort of religious 
education in our formative years, it still becomes difficult to 
really grapple with these larger questions that each of us has 
to figure out. This difficulty in answering larger questions isn’t 
the fault of the education that we give our kids, but that educa-
tion isn’t the same as having an actual relationship with God. 
That’s the biggest thing that these retreats help facilitate. That 
knowledge of Jesus Christ that any of our young people have 
can meet the actual person of Jesus. That each of their rela-
tionships with Him can be found there or grown there. In hind-
sight, after attending nine out of the ten retreats that we have 
had it’s been really amazing to see how much the Lord can 
work for each and every person on this retreat, just by making 
Himself known and by reassuring those on it that He knows 
them. 
 

As our retreat approaches in the next couple of weeks I just 
ask that the whole Most Holy Trinity community can keep us in 
your prayers. Please pray that the Holy Spirit can be pre-
sent on this retreat, and that all of us involved can be moved 
in some way to know and love our God in better ways than 
before. 
 

God bless,  Corey 

This week, I have asked Corey Luna, to share with us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cremation 
 

“By death the soul is separated from the body, but in the 
resurrection God will give incorruptible life to our body, 
transformed by reunion with our soul.”  
 

Instruction Ad resurgendum cum Christo (To rise with Christ) 
regarding the burial of the deceased and the conservation of 

the ashes in the case of cremation 
 

During this month of the holy souls, I wanted to put some infor-
mation about the Church’s teaching on Cremation.  Many peo-
ple are confused about why, in the past, the Church opposed 
cremation and why it doesn’t now.   
 

Cremation was used by the Romans and many other ancient, 
pagan cultures.  These ancient cultures often did not regard 
the body as sacred.  When the Christian faith arrived on the 
scene, with its teaching on the body as the temple of the Holy 
Spirit and our belief in the Resurrection, the Church rejected 
cremation.  This was only exacerbated during the 17

th
 and 18

th
 

centuries when the Masons and other anti-clerical groups who 
performed cremation as a intentional mockery of the resurrec-
tion and the Christian faith.   The Church forbade cremation as 
a result. 
 

In our times, people choose cremation for other reasons, often 
economic or personal reasons, and so after the Council the 
Church changed its pastoral approach in regard to cremation.  
We must not forget, however, that it is still the position 
and teaching of the Church that the body must be respect-
ed.  So if a member of the faithful decides upon cremation, 
the Church highly recommends that the body be brought 
to the church for the Funeral Rites and then cremated lat-
er.  If this is not possible, then the church provides a Memorial 
Mass for the departed.  We do not do the rites at the beginning 
and end of the Mass of Christian Burial because these rites 
refer directly to the body of the deceased.  Also, the Church 
insists that the remains never be scattered.  In the latest 
Instruction from the Holy See, the Holy Father emphasizes that 
the Church permits cremation but not the scattering of ashes 
on land, sea or in the air; dividing them among family mem-
bers, or preserving them in jewelry. 
 

This Instruction called Ad resurgendum cum Christo, [To rise 
with Christ], has been promulgated in light of the increasing 
number of cremations worldwide and, at the same time, “new 
ideas contrary to the faith” that have “become wide-
spread.”  The intention of the new instruction is to underline 
the “doctrinal and pastoral reasons for the preference of the 
burial of the remains of the faithful, and to set out norms per-
taining to the conservation of ashes in the case of cremation.  
The document, issued just ahead of All Souls Day on Novem-
ber 2 when the Church remembers the dead, explains the na-
ture of death and the resurrection of the body. It recalls that 
Christ will “raise us up on the last day”; that through Baptism 
“in a certain way, we have already risen with Christ,” and that 
because of Christ, Christian death “has a positive meaning,” 
 

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20160815_ad-resurgendum-cum-christo_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20160815_ad-resurgendum-cum-christo_en.html
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From the Pastor Continued . . .  

Director of Youth Ministry 
Corey Luna - mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.  

 

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

 

MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life 
By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity 
School seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to proclaim the Gospel, re-

store all things in Him, strive to lead our students to the Truth for 
the betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come. 

 

Important Upcoming Dates: 
Tues., Nov.21   Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Tues., Nov. 21   E.C. Meeting 7:00 pm in Computer Lab 
Wed., Nov. 22   11:30 Dismissal 
Thurs., Nov. 23   No School/Happy Thanksgiving 
Fri., Nov. 24   No School/Thanksgiving break 
Fri., Dec. 1   Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
 

Education Commission Meeting:  The next MHT School 
Education Commission Meeting is on Tuesday, November 
21, at 7:00 p.m. in the school computer lab.  Meetings are 
open to the public. 
 

Stir it Up: You never go away from us, yet we have difficul-
ty in returning to You.  Come, Lord, stir us up and call us 
back.  Kindle and seize us.  Be our fire and our sweetness.  
Let us love.  Let us run.  – St. Augustine 

Director of Music Ministry 
Kayla Feldpausch - kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com 

 

Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it  
possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish. 

 
Pohl Oil Company 

Book of the Deceased 
 

By the side altar of St. Joseph, there will be a 
book on a stand where you can write down the 
names of all the deceased, family, friends, co-
workers and acquaintances who have died.  We 
will remember them at our daily Masses during 
the month of November. 

Meeting for Readers  
and Extraordinary Ministers  

of Holy Communion 
 

On Sunday, November 19
th

 after the 10:30 
am. Mass and on Monday, November 20

th
 af-

ter the evening Mass there will be a Training for 
all Extraordinary Ministers and Readers.  These meetings 
are for ALL Extraordinary ministers and readers, not just 
for new ministers.   
 

 
If you cannot attend either, you will need to 
set up a time with Fr. Dennis individually.   

High School Retreat: This year's retreat will be December 
1-3 at Camp Roger in Rockford, MI. The retreat is open to 
all high school students and will be a time to encounter who 
God is and what he wants for your life. We will have talks, 
small groups, adoration, and confession throughout the 
weekend along with some other activities. The amount is 
$65.00 for the weekend and forms are available on the par-
ish website. Any questions or concerns can be answered by 
Corey Luna at mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com 

Christmas Adult Choir: If you love singing Christmas mu-
sic but aren't able to be in choir all year, please join us for 
the Christmas season! Rehearsals will be on 11/20 at 7:30, 
and Wednesdays at 7:30 on 11/29, 12/6, 12/13, and 12/20. 
The adult choir sings for the 9:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass, 
and if you can make it to even a couple of the rehearsals, 
we'd love to see you then! Feel free to email or show up, 
and I'll have binders ready.  
 

Children's Christmas Choir: If any students from 2nd-8th 
grade are interested in singing for the Christmas Eve 4:30 
Mass, even if they can't be in choir for the rest of the year, 
they are welcome to join for the season! Rehearsals will be 
Tuesdays 3:00-4:00 on 11/21, 11/28, 12/5, and 12/19. Let 
me know if you're interested at kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com  

Yet it goes on to state that, while the Church prefers the prac-
tice of burying, she has “no doctrinal objections” to cremation, 
because it “negates neither the Christian doctrine of the soul’s 
immortality nor that of the resurrection of the body.” Cremation 
is not prohibited, it states, unless it was chosen for reasons 
“contrary to Christian doctrine.” Furthermore, it must be carried 
out with “relevant liturgical and pastoral directives, and taking 
care to avoid every form of scandal or the appearance of reli-
gious indifferentism.” 
 

The document lays down several clear conditions for crema-
tion: “The ashes of the faithful must be ‘laid to rest in a 
sacred place’  such as a cemetery or church, or an area 
set aside for the purpose; they should not be kept in a do-
mestic residence except in “grave and exceptional cases 
dependent on cultural conditions of a localized nature” 
and they should not be “divided among various family 
members.” 
 

Furthermore, to avoid “every appearance of pantheism, natu-
ralism or nihilism,” the document stresses it is “not permitted to 
scatter the ashes of the faithful departed in the air, on land, at 
sea or in some other way, nor may they be preserved in me-
mentos, pieces of jewelry or other objects.”  When the de-
ceased notoriously has requested cremation and the scat-
tering of their ashes for reasons contrary to the Christian 
faith, a Christian funeral must be denied to that person 
according to the norms of the law. 
 

If you have any concerns about cremation, if that is the direc-
tion you’re thinking of, I would encourage you to make an ap-
pointment with your pastor and talk about this.  It’s good for the 
pastor to know your wishes ahead of time.  Sometimes we find 
ourselves in confusing situations where non-Catholic or non-
Christian family members don’t know what the Church teaches 
and Catholics who find themselves in the middle of an awk-
ward situation.  We want to avoid any possibility of this and to 
share with them our faith and our belief in the Resurrection. 
 

God bless,  Fr. Dennis 

mailto:mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com
mailto:mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com
mailto:kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com


Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time Page  4 November 19, 2017 

News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas  

Please call the parish office to register or register online at: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

e/1FAIpQLSfkSOlj63fV3uD_xdzair6_oc9bd956fCC9I-
rEtk1wqDyESw/viewform 

Thanksgiving Food Collection 
 

As we prepare for the holiday season, I in-
vite you to reflect and act to help our broth-
ers and sisters who are less fortunate than 

ourselves. 
 

Please bring your gifts of non-perishable items to the 
Church beginning the weekend of  

November 18/19
th
 

Please no glass containers 
 

May the blessings and experiences of this  
Thanksgiving season expand our hearts to express our 

thanks to God by serving our brothers and  
sisters in need. 

 

God bless 

Lunch with Santa 

Lunch with Santa sponsored by the Fowler 
Fire Department and area businesses will be 
held on Saturday, December 9th from 11:00-
1:00 at the Fowler Fire Department.  A dona-
tion of $3 will consist of a hot dog, bag of 

chips, pop & a cookie.  Drawings for bikes will also take 
place.  Anyone who would like to donate or would like more 
information, contact Laurie Platte at 593-3264. 

Advent Giving Tree 
 

Once again we have the opportunity to 
assist the poor and needy with works 
of mercy and assistance.  Holy Family 

parish in Booneville, Kentucky, The 
Grand Rapids Veterans Home, The 
Safe Place Center for women and 

 children, and Pregnancy Services of 
Greater Lansing. 

 

The Advent tree will be set up for next weekend.  
Please return your gifts  

with the tags attached to them 

Holiday Scrip 
 

With the Holidays fast approaching don’t forget to 
stock up on Scrip for the all you shopping 
needs.  Scrip gift cards make great gifts.  The last 
chance to order scrip for 2017 is Monday, 
Dec. 18

th
. From Dec. 21

st
 through Jan 1

st
, scrip that 

is kept on hand will be available in the parish office 
during regular business hours.  ScripNow and Re-
loads will still be available during Christmas 
break.  Please contact the school if you would like 
more information about these convenient options 
that are available.  Below is a list of Scrip gift cards 
that are kept in stock and available for purchase in 
the school office.   
 

 Amazon ($25), American Eagle ($25), Applebees 
($25), Barnes & Noble ($10 & $25), Bath and Body 
Works ($10 & $25), Bed Bath Beyond ($25), Bob 
Evans ($10), Bravo ($25), Buffalo Wild Wings ($10 & 
$25), Burger King ($10), Claires ($10), Dick's Sport-
ing Goods ($25), Dunhams ($25), Exxon ($50), GFS 
($25 & $100), iTunes ($15), JCPenney ($25), Kohls 
($25 & $100), Logans ($25), Lowes ($25), Meijer's 
($25 & $100), Menards ($25), Michaels ($25), Out-
back Steak ($25), Red Lobster / Olive Garden ($25), 
PF Changs ($25), Panera ($10 & $25),  Red Robin 
($25), Schmitz Carwash ($5, $6, $7), Subway ($10 & 
$50), Taco Bell ($10), Target ($25 & $100), Texas 
Roadhouse ($25), Walgreens ($25), Walmart ($25, 
$100, $250), Wendy's ($10), Younkers ($25). 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfkSOlj63fV3uD_xdzair6_oc9bd956fCC9I-rEtk1wqDyESw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfkSOlj63fV3uD_xdzair6_oc9bd956fCC9I-rEtk1wqDyESw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfkSOlj63fV3uD_xdzair6_oc9bd956fCC9I-rEtk1wqDyESw/viewform
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwim2K7I8q3XAhWJ7BQKHe6XCi0QjRwIBw&url=http://wikiclipart.com/thanksgiving-clipart-black-and-white_4746/&psig=AOvVaw295QZHsorHo6h5KBRa23iw&ust=1510193187173015
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Monday - November 20 
     7:00 p.m. + MaryAnn Esch & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 
Tuesday - November 21 
     8:15 a.m. + Elizabeth Spitzley 
Wednesday - November 22 
     6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations   
     7:00 p.m. + William & Matilda Hufnagel & Living &  
  Deceased Members of the Family 
Thursday - November 23 - Thanksgiving 
     8:15 a.m.  + Richard Jandernoa 
Friday - November 24 
     8:15 a.m.  NO Mass 
Saturday - November 25 
     8:15 a.m.  NO Mass 
     4:30 p.m. + Alan & Patricia Weber, Including Michael & 
  Living & Deceased Members of the Family 
Sunday - November 26 
    8:30 a.m. + George & Joan Koenigsknecht & Living & 
  Deceased Members of the Family 
   10:30 a.m.   People of the Parish 

Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, November 25 & 26 
4:30 p.m. - Clare M. Thelen, Luke Thelen, Volunteers 
8:30 a.m. - Randy Wirth, Glenn Esch, Neil Hufnagel, Ronn 
Thelen 
10:30 a.m.-  David Klein, Brent McCarty, Roy Witgen, Neil 
Feldpausch 

Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, November 25 & 26 
4:30 p.m. - Charlie Boak, Jonathan Koenigsknecht, 
Volunteers 
8:30 a.m. - Kara Esch, Nathan Epkey, Logan Klein, Ella 
Hufnagel 
10:30 a.m. - Preston & Camden Braun, Sidney & Dominic 
Horak 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Regina Martin, Sean 
Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey 
Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, 
Kenny Briganti, Theresa Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward 
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Julie 
Wieber Schafer, Irene (Luttig) Weber, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, 
Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, 
Scott Kus, Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Gregg Platte,  Frank 
Hufnagel, Norman Goerge, Lynda Esch, Jim O. 
Koenigsknecht, Mindy Simon, Janet Armbrustmacher 
(Allan), Marie Weber, Jenine Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, 
Josiah Ledger, Adam Pohl, Jordy Wohlscheid, Sharon 
Becker, Jennifer Grace Schrauben, Janet Simon, Dale 
Young, Erwin Pline and a special intention. 
 

Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can 
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

Mass Servers During This Week 
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Nolan & Selena Stump, Jamison 
Schueller 
Tues., 8:15 a.m.- MHT School Volunteers 
Wed., 7:00 p.m. - Rebecca & Nicholas Smith, Maria Wieber 
Thur., 8:15 a.m. - John & Andrew Irrer, Volunteers 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - No Mass 
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - No Mass 

 

Readings for the Week of November 19, 2017 
 

Monday 1 Maccabees 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63; 
 Psalms 119:53, 61,134, 150, 155, 158; Luke 
 18:35-43 
Tuesday 2 Maccabees 6:18-31; Psalms 3:2-3, 4-5, 6-
 7; Luke 19:1-10 
Wednesday 2 Maccabees 7:1, 20-31; Psalms 17:1bcd, 5
 -6, 8b and 15; Luke 19:11-28 
Thursday 1 Maccabees 2:15-29; Psalms 50:1b-2, 5-6, 
 14-15; Luke 19:41-44; 
Friday 1 Maccabees 4:36-37, 52-59; 1 Chronicles 
 29:10bcd, 11abc, 11d-12a, 12bcd; Luke 
 19:45-48 
Saturday Maccabees 6:1-13; Psalms 9:2-3, 4 and 6,  16 
and 19; Luke 20:27-40 

November 19, 2017 
 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
 

Parish Office Hours 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm 
 

To Contact Us: 
Parish Office:               593-2162 
Fax:                               593-2171 

E-Mail:     office@mhtparish.com 
Website:              mhtparish.com 

 

Most Holy Trinity School: 593-2616 

 

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to 
pray that all of us may rejoice in the blessings of 
the Lord today and every day. 

 

 
Jaylen Michael Feldpausch;  son of Ross & Tracie 
(Chamberlain) Feldpausch 
 

Gracelyn Elizabeth Simon;  daughter of David & Ashley 
(Keusch) Simon 
 

We welcome Jaylen & Gracelyn to our parish family. 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

November 11 & 12 Collection.………………....$12,473.13 
 

Special Collections 
Newspapers…………………………………………….100.00 
All Saints Day...………………………………………..   45.00 
Cemetery………………………………………………..   35.00 
Campaign for Human Development………………….30.00 

Please Note:  The 
parish office will 

be closed on  
November 23rd & 

24th. 

Ushers November 23 & 24 - Thanksgiving - Wednesday 
Night  & Thursday Morning. 
7:00 p.m. - Bill Armbrustmacher, Tom O’Rourke, Bruce 
Schafer, Dean Schrauben 
8:15 a.m. - Don Martin Chris Conner, Steve Spitzley, John 
Rademacher 


