
What am I experiencing in my life, as 
Advent begins? 
 

Many of us are in an ideal place to 
begin Advent, but we don’t know it. It 
can be tempting to think that, because 
we are struggling these days, we can’t 
enter into Advent without a big change 
in our mood or without distancing our-
selves from our real experience. Noth-
ing could be further from the truth. Ad-

vent is about letting God come to us. We do the letting 
and God does the coming. And, the whole mystery of our 
faith is that God is not reluctant to come into an unusual re-
lationship, like Mary and Joseph’s or to be born in the pov-
erty of a makeshift stable. We are tempted to prepare for 
Advent by cleaning everything up first, by, in effect, saving 
ourselves first. Our opening to Advent is to realize we need 
saving and to accept the saving love of our God. 
 

So, what are we experiencing? That is the first Advent ques-
tion. If we chew that question, then the Isaiah reading will 
sound so good to our ears. Are we the people “who walk in 
darkness” or have “thick clouds” over us? Is the way before 
us full of valleys and hills? Does it seem like we are in a de-
sert? Are there wild beasts out there who are ready to de-
vour us? Have we been guilty of some things we aren’t 
proud of? Have we lost touch with who we really want to be? 
Has our fidelity become a bit shabby? Then, Isaiah pro-
claims that our God is ready to come and save us. And, 
none of the things that I see as barriers even matter to God. 
 

Then, is Advent a passive season? No, we have work to do, 
but it is different from what we first think it is. It starts with 
understanding what our preparation is. If we haven’t pre-
pared our hearts to be open to asking for salvation, we’ll 
never shout, beg, plead, “Come, Lord, Jesus!” Our work is to 
become who we are. Advent is a humble season, a season 
of self-awareness. To say it another way, before we deco-
rate our homes for Christmas, we have to clear away some 
of the false masks we might wear. These made up identities 
help us be more “presentable” to others, and at times they 
even fool us. When I look in the mirror, which “me” do I see? 
There is nothing wrong with putting our best foot forward in 
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public, and it is quite understandable when we want others 
to see our best selves. But, before our own consciences 
and before God, we want to be transparent and real. We 
want to have no illusion. If there is struggle in my life, and 
there has to be some struggle in all our lives, then we want 
to acknowledge that before our God and to let that struggle 
be the door into Advent’s graces. 
 

How can we have hope and expect God will come to us? 
The readings of Advent open up a whole series of promis-
es, full of powerful images, that keep reminding us that our 
God will come to save us. They free our imaginations to 
see and experience that coming with drama and joy – a 
banquet with “choice wines and rich, juicy food.” They invite 
us to imagine when “a time will come for singing.” They 
give us the opportunity to hope beyond our wildest hopes in 
the past – “the lion will lie down with the lamb” and “they 
will prepare for war no more.” They open our hearts to im-
agine the love of our God embracing us in the coming of 
one like us, who knows our life and its struggles and offers 
us the hope of the Spirits presence with us every day, in 
every moment. 
 

What are the key first steps to enter into Advent? We can 
all slow down. We can all breathe more deeply. We can all 
begin to trust that this will be a blessed time. Then, when 
we let ourselves be who we are, and hear the Scriptures, 
we can begin to quietly pray, “Come, Lord, Jesus.” We 
might expand that prayer, in quiet moments of our days 
ahead, “Come into my life. I trust you don’t mind if it is still 
messy. I believe you love me, because I need your love. I 
don’t fear you can’t find the way to my heart. Come and fill 
me with peace and the love only you can give.” Some of us 
will want to open our hands on our laps or hold up our arms 
in the privacy of our rooms and say out loud, “Come, Lord, 
Jesus, come into this house, into my family, into our strug-
gles. Come and heal us, and give us joy again. Come and 
unite us and let us experience, each in our own way, a bit 
of the joy you are offering me now.”  
 

And, before a single decoration goes up, we have prepared 
for Christmas’ message with the foundation of faith, with 
the mystery of Advent’s gift. God wants to be with us. Ad-
vent is letting God’s will be done in our hearts and in our 
everyday lives. 
 

God bless,   Fr. Dennis  

 

 



First Sunday of Advent Page  2 November 27, 2016 

Director of Evangelization & Faith Formation 
Andrea Schneider - adultfaithmht@gmail.com 

Announcements 

Consoling the Heart of Jesus: 33 Days to Morning Glory 
led us to the Immaculate Heart of Mary in Stage One, Part 
I. In Part II, Consoling the Heart of Jesus, we will learn 
about God's infinite mercy and how we can give him joy, 
consoling His heart, by accepting His love and trusting in 
Him completely. We'll discover how suffering can actually 
help us grow spiritually closer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
 

If you would like to participate please register here so we 
know how many books to order. https://goo.gl/forms/
cuh9zz7eIryLvTf02 or you can contact Andrea Schneider at 
adultfaithmht@gmail.com  We will begin on January 25th. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Opportunities to grow in Holiness  
Advent  2016 

 
St. Nicholas Celebration 

On Tuesday, December 6
th

  
6:00 pm. till 7:30 pm. 

We will have our annual St. Nicholas celebration at the Ac-
tivity Center.  There will be games, prayer and fun activities 
to celebrate St. Nicholas’ life and to prepare for the Feast 

of Christmas. 
Little one’s should have a sibling or parent  

to accompany them. 
Everyone is welcome!  

 

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception   
Holy Day of Obligation     

Wednesday, December 7 - 7:00 pm. Vigil Mass 
Thursday, December 8 - 8:15 am.  Mass 

 

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Patroness of the Americas 

Monday, December 12
th

  
Special Bilingual celebration (Mass in English and Spanish) 

With a celebration after in the Activity Center 
 

Confession times during Advent  
Confessions every Saturday from 3:00 till 4:30 pm. 

 

Holy Hour with adoration and confession 
Thursday, December 1

st
 from 6:30 – 8:00 pm. 

 

Regional Reconciliation Service 
St. Gerard’s parish in Lansing 

Sunday, December 11
th
 at 2 pm. 

There will be many Priests from all over the region to hear 
your confession 

 

Parish Reconciliation Service 
St. Mary’s Westphalia   

Monday, December 12
th
 7:00 pm. 

 

The Holy Season of Christmas 
Saturday, December 24

th
 Vigil Masses 

4:30 pm. 
7:00 pm. 

10:00 pm. 
Sunday, December 25

th
  Christmas Day 

9:00 am. 

Advent Giving Tree 
 

Once again we have the opportunity 
to assist the poor and needy with 
works of mercy and assistance.  Holy 
Family parish in Booneville, Kentucky, 
The Grand Rapids Veterans Home, 
The Safe Place Center for women and 
children, and Pregnancy Services of 
Greater Lansing. 

 

The Advent tree will be set up for next weekend.  
Please return your gifts (with the tags attached to 

them) by Sunday, December 11
th

  

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: December 1 from 
6:30 - 8:00 pm and Friday morning after the 8:15 am Mass 
until Benediction at noon. 
 

Confessions: Thursday, December 1 before First Friday: 
after 8:15 morning Mass and 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. or every Sat-
urday: 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. or anytime by appointment. 

St. Nicholas Celebration 
 

Tuesday, December 6
th

 6:00 to 7:30 pm. 
Just a reminder that we need cookies for 
the celebration.  Call us at the parish office 
if you can help. Also, if anyone (grade 
5,6,7.8 and high school and adults) is able 
to help that evening, we would be very 
grateful for your times – you will be re-
warded in the next life and with left over 
cookies in this life. 

 

 

 

https://goo.gl/forms/cuh9zz7eIryLvTf02
https://goo.gl/forms/cuh9zz7eIryLvTf02
mailto:adultfaithmht@gmail.com
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Director of Parish Operations 
Adam Halfman—mhtyouth@gmail.com—593-2162 

Director of Youth Ministry 
Corey Luna - mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.  

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

 MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life 
Important Upcoming Dates: 
Monday, November 28     Advent Prayer Service @ 2:30 
Friday, December 2     Mass @ 8:15 a.m./First Friday 
Thursday, December 8     Mass @ 8:15 a.m./Immaculate 
       Conception 

 

Open Invitation:  Parents and other guests are always 
welcome to join us for our spiritual activities, including Mass 
and prayer services.  Our Advent Prayer Services will be on 
the Mondays during Advent.  The first one will be at 2:30 on 
Monday, November 28, either at the Church or in the Msgr. 
Koenigsknecht Hall (cafeteria). 
 

Rediscover Innocence:  Lord Jesus, as we get ready to 
celebrate Christmas, the moment you appeared as a tiny, 
helpless infant, help us to experience a renewed sense of 
wonder and joy in this season, and to rediscover 
innocence. –from Advent with Saint Teresa of Calcutta 

News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas  

Director of Music Ministry 
Kayla Feldpausch - kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com 

New Hymnals: Our Hymnals are in the pews! The approxi-
mate cost of this project is about $1500. If you would like to 
make a donation in memory of a loved one, donations can 
be made for five dollars for each book or in larger sums to 
help with the cost. Please include your donation and the 
names of the loved ones you would like to commemorate 
and turn it in to the parish office.  

March for Life 
 

Show your support of LIFE by signing up to take the trip to 
Washington DC for the 44th Annual March for Life. This is 
an opportunity for us as Catholics & Knights of Columbus to 
ban together & show everyone our stance in Defending & 
Protecting the Sanctity of Human Life.  
 

We have reserved 2 buses in hopes that we can provide 
service to many of you that are interested in attending. 
Please visit the www.mikofc.org website or send all inquir-
ies to t.donovan@mikofc.org for detailed information 

Middle School: Meeting will be on December 1st from after 
school until 4:15pm in the Youth Center. 

Friday Morning Divine Mercy Series: Everyone is wel-
come to join the Faith Sharing Group that meets every Fri-
day morning after the 8:15 AM Mass until 10 AM. We spend 
some time discussing any questions that people have, then 
watch a 20-30 minute video on Divine Mercy by Father Mi-
chael Gaitley, and spend a little time discussing afterwards. 
We've had a great discussion every week but each week 
stands alone so please join us even if you haven't attended 
before! 

Holiday Scrip 
 

To assist you in your holiday shopping, Scrip gift 
cards are available for purchase during regular 
school hours at the school. We have a large selec-
tion of restaurants as well as many of your favorite 
retailers, including: Amazon ($25), American Eagle 
($25), Applebees ($25), Barnes & Noble ($5, $10, & 
$25), Bath and Body Works ($10 & $25), Best Buy 
($25), Bob Evans ($10), Bravo ($25), Burger King 
($10), Claires ($10), Dick’s Sporting Goods ($25), 
Dunhams ($25), Exxon ($50), GFS ($25 & $100), 
iTunes ($15 & $25), JCPenney ($25), Kohls ($25 & 
$100), Lowes ($25), Menards ($25), Michaels ($25), 
Outback Steak ($25), Red Lobster/Olive Garden 
($25), Buffalo Wild Wings ($10 & $25), Red Robin 
($25), Schmitz Car Wash ($5, $6, $7), Subway ($10 
& $50), Target ($25 & $100), Texas Roadhouse 
($25), Walgreen ($25), Walmart ($25, $100, $250). 
These gift cards are sold at face value with no extra 
cost to you. For a complete list of all Scrip available 
go to www.shopwithscrip.com. Cash and checks are 
accepted. 

Religious Education Department 
Aubrey Feldpausch - nolanaubreyf10@gmail.com  

Students in fourth through eighth grade can sign up for 
parts in the Christmas Nativity Reenactment now until No-
vember 29th. Students will have a form they can take home, 
or signing up can be done online at the parish website. If 
you have any questions, please email Aubrey Feldpausch 
at nolanaubreyf10@gmail.com 

Prayer Pillowcase Fundraiser for Haiti 
 

The students at Most Holy Trinity 
School will be selling "Prayer Pillow-
cases" as a fundraiser for those affect-
ed by Hurricane Matthew in Haiti. Or-
der forms and sample pillowcases can 
be found at the back entrance of the 
church. A "Shop 'n Share" code has 
been set up for your convenience, if 

you wish to shop online at PrayerPillowcases.com. The 
Shop 'n Share code is 611HT488. Deadline for orders is 
November 28th. Please contact the school at 593-2616, if 
you have any questions.  

Thank you and God Bless, MHT Student Council 

mailto:mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com
https://shop.franciscanmedia.org/products/advent-with-saint-teresa-of-calcutta-daily-meditations
http://www.mikofc.org
javascript:_e(%7B%7D,'cvml','t.donovan@mikofc.org');
mailto:nolanaubreyf10@gmail.com
mailto:nolanaubreyf10@gmail.com
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Serve on the Cleaning Team 
 

Cecile Feldpausch is organizing a group of men and women 
volunteers to clean the church on a regular basis. If you are 
interested in helping out, please contact the parish office at 
593-2162 to volunteer. 

Pregnancy Services Invites You to: 
 

A Sanctity of Life Luncheon 
 

“Battle Cry for Babies” 
 

MSU Kellogg Center, East Lansing 
 

Sunday, January 22, 2017 
 

1:00 - 3:00 pm (Seating at 12:30) 
 

Special Pro-Life Speaker - Scott Klusendorf 

Register by December 1st 
 

And Get a Second Chance to Win 
 

A WEEKEND FOR TWO at the 
 

Grand Hotel Mackinac Island 
 

~ Free door prizes ~ 
 

Tickets:  $35.00     Table:  $280.00 
 

To Register go to: 
 

www.battlecry4babies.blogspot.com 
 

Or Call:  517-332-0633 

“Returns” for Vocations Reminder 
 

Most Holy Trinity Parish is blessed to have so 
many of our young men and women pursuing 
religious vocations and we are always looking 
for ways to continue to show our support for 

them.  If anyone wishes to donate returnable's at any time 
they can be dropped off at the Koenigsknecht Farm or we 
will arrange to pick them up. Please call Kurt Koenigsknecht 
224-4058 or Agnes Koenigsknecht 593-2614 to arrange for 
pickup. 

Creighton Method Fertility Care Introductory 
 

Rita Johnson FCP is be hosting a session on November 
29th at 6:30 PM at St Mary’s parish hall. Learn about the 
scientific basis for the system and how to track a woman’s 
reproductive cycles to achieve or avoid a pregnancy and/or 
for reproductive health maintenance. The Creighton Model 
is also effective and helpful for those couples who are ex-
periencing infertility. All are welcome: catechists/teachers, 
parents, priests, religious, parish staff members, couples, 
and singles who may want to share this information with 
families and women in their parishes. Private follow-ups 
may be scheduled following the presentation for those inter-
ested in learning the system. Session is $50 to attend, ma-
terials are $45 if taken, and follow-up appointments are $50 
each. (If you would like to attend but the cost is prohibitive 
please let Rita know.) 
 

Questions or to register e-mail or call Rita at littlekerry-
sacres@gmail.com or (517)775-7229. 

The Lord is Risen - Do You Believe 
 

Four nights of sound, practical and motivational teachings 
that will not only help you understand what we do as Cath-
olics but also lead you to the transforming power of a via-
ble relationship with Christ. We want to move you from a 
boring, obligatory faith to a life-giving, healing faith cen-
tered on a relationship with Jesus Christ, through the pow-
er of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Saturday, December 10th - Deacon Ralph will be doing a 
special training of disciples for ANYONE who is feeling the 
call to go deeper with the Lord. The event is from 9:00am - 
3:00pm. To RSVP please email Dan Downes at 
downes@stjosephpewamo.org or call St. Joseph's 
Parish office at 989-593-3440 
The rest of the Parish Mission nights will be starting at 
6:30pm in the church 
 

Sunday. December 11th - Are You In or Just Playing 
Church?” – This talk will practically identify where each 
person truly is in their faith journey. We will put together 
the puzzle pieces of our Faith so that all can clearly see 
how our Catholic faith is supposed to lead us into a pas-
sionate relationship with Christ. 
 

Monday, December 12th - Why Our Faith Has Made Little 
Sense Thus Far.” – This presentation will unmask the for-
mation we have already received, and you won’t like what 
you find out. By the time we graduate from high school, we 
are fully formed not to be what we were created to be. 
 

Tuesday, December 13th - Are We Committed to Truth or 
Lies?” – This presentation on Spiritual Warfare will contin-
ue to reveal how Satan attempts to corrupt our spiritual 
lives so that we reject God’s will for our lives. 
 

Wednesday. December 14th - Becoming a Disciple of 
Jesus Christ” – This presentation concludes the series by 
providing practical instruction on becoming a disciple of 
Jesus Christ. The parable of the Sower reveals to us that 
around 75% of those in attendance at the mission will lose 
the fire they gained within a couple of weeks. The journey 
into discipleship is not easy and requires support to contin-
ue. Those who are serious about keeping their relationship 
with Christ alive and well will need to learn the fundamen-
tals needed to grow in Christ.  

Knights of Columbus - An Invitation to Join Us 
 

 

The Knights of Columbus is the largest Catholic, Family, 
Fraternal, Service, organization in the world. As a Knight, 
you have the opportunity to support your parish, give back 
to your community, grow in your faith and gain exclusive 
access to the top-rated insurance program in the country to 
protect your family. 
 

We provide: Support for our clergy and parishes, provide 
“Coats for Kids” and “Food for Families”, support programs 
that benefit people with intellectual and mobility disabilities, 
aid victims of natural disasters, save lives through the Ultra-
sound Program” and offer scholarships and activities for our 
youth. 
 

For more information please contact K of C at 586-883-
9456 or www.mikofc.org 

mailto:littlekerrysacres@gmail.com
mailto:littlekerrysacres@gmail.com
mailto:downes@stjosephpewamo.org
tel:989-593-3440
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Monday - November 28 
    7:00 p.m. + Alvin Goerge & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 
Tuesday - November 29 
    8:15 a.m. + Barbara (Thelen) Skowenski 
Wednesday – November 30 
     8:15 a.m. + Carl Koenigsknecht, Including Cindy &  
  Living & Deceased Members of the Family 
     6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations 
Thursday – December 1 
     8:15 a.m. + Jake Klein & Living & Deceased Members   
  of the Family 
         6:30 p.m. Praise, Adoration & Confession 
Friday – December 2 - First Friday 
     8:15 a.m. + Kenneth Simon & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 
Saturday - December 3 -First Saturday 
     8:15 a.m. + Donna White 
     4:30 p.m. + Roy & Josepha Goerge & Living &  
  Deceased Members of the Family 
Sunday - December 4 
     8:30 a.m. + Conner Whitford 
   10:30 a.m.  People of the Parish 

Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, December 3 & 4 
4:30 p.m. – Gary Weber, Keith Weber, Jerome Klein, Volun-
teer 
8:30 a.m. – Jim Braman, Jerome Spitzley, John Hufnagel, 
Kurt Thelen 
10:30 a.m. – Brett Stump, Kirk Phillips, Dale Koenigsknecht, 
Hilary Stump 

Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, December 3 & 4 
4:30 p.m. - Brooke & Emily Epkey, Charlie Boak, Brandon 
Platte 
8:30 a.m. - Kara & Olivia Esch, Mason Pline, Owen Simon 
10:30 a.m. – Christi & Mary Spitzley, Kiley Bengal, Hudson 
Phillips 

Mass Servers During This Week 
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Roman Schafer & Peter Simon 
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer 
Wed., 8:15 p.m. - Volunteer 
Thur., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School 
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - Tristan Smith, Rebecca Smith 

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to 
pray for each of us, may we use this Advent 
season as a time of spiritual renewal and growth 
in our love for Christ. 

Readings for the Week of November 27, 2016 
 

Monday Isaiah 4:2-6; Psalms 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd- 
  5, 6-7, 8-9; Matthew 8:5-11 
Tuesday Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalms 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 
  17; Luke 10:21-24 
Wednesday Romans 10:9-18; Psalms 19:8,9,10,11;  
  Matthew 4:18-22 
Thursday Isaiah 26:1-6; Psalms 118:1 and 8-9, 19-
  21, 25-27a; Matthew 7:21, 24-27 
Friday  Isaiah 29:17-24; Psalms 27:1, 4, 13-14;  
  Matthew 9:27-31 
Saturday Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26; Psalms 147:1-2, 3-
  4, 5-6; Matthew 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Regina Martin, 
Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, 
Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa 
Schulte, Kenny Briganti, Sharon (Thelen) Droste, Theresa 
Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, 
Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Don Simon, Roman Arens, Julie 
Wieber Schafer, Irene (Luttig) Weber, Maryann Esch, Bill 
Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick 
Rehmann, Pam (Thelen) Stump, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, 
Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Msgr. Sylvester Fedewa, Bryce 
Bongard, Gregg Platte, Charles Douglass, Frank Hufnagel, 
Norman Goerge, Reynold Goerge, Lynda Esch, Jim O. 
Koenigsknecht, Gunner Thelen, Agatha Feldpausch and a 
special intention. 
 

Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can 
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it possi-
ble for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish. 

 
Les Miller & Sons 

 
 

November 27, 2016 
Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 

Parish Office Hours 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm 
To Contact Us: 

Parish Office:               593-2162 
Fax:                                593-2171 
E-Mail:     office@mhtparish.com 
Website:              mhtparish.com 

Most Holy Trinity School: 593-2616 

Lunch with Santa 

Santa’s Coming to Town!  Lunch with Santa 
sponsored by The Fowler Fire Department and 
area merchants will be held Sat. Dec. 10th 
from 11-1 at the Fowler Fire Dept. A donation 
of $2.50 for lunch consisting of a hot dog, 

chips, cookie and pop.   Proceeds go to help those in need. 
For more information call Laurie Platte at 593 -3264. 

W e have drawn spiritual and academic life from our 
parish and Catholic schools.  What return will we 

make of these gifts?  As the good steward of the Gospel, 
what shall we give to God that is sufficient return for the 
gifts he has given us?  Consider a gift to the Educational 
Trust Fund as a way to provide for the next generation. 

Please Note: The Mass time on November 30 has been 
changed to 8:15am. Sorry for any inconvenience. 


