
 

 

11th Sunday in Ordinary Time A + 13 June 2026 +  Rom 5:6-11 + Matt 9:36-10:8 
 
You may have heard that last Friday, the US Bishops consecrated the United States to the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus.  Bishop Boyea wrote about this in his column in this month’s Faith 

Magazine.  As our nation approaches its 250th birthday and is encountering many 

challenges and divisions, the Bishops are imploring the Lord’s favor on us by bringing 

before our eyes once again His sacred heart. 

 

So what does it really mean to say the “sacred heart” of Jesus?  Certainly, were are not just 

talking about the cardiac muscle.  Now yes, as true man, Jesus had a human heart just like 

you or I.  But the “heart” we are talking about here is the divine heart of God; heart in the 

sense of the “core” of His very being.  As such, it is mystery.  But every now and then, He 

gives us a glimpse of His heart, such as in our Gospel today.  Our Gospel takes place in the 

active phase of Jesus’ public ministry.  He is healing, teaching, and driving out demons.  

Great masses of people are coming to him, seeking healing for themselves and for their 

loved ones.  And so Matthew says at the sight of the crowds, Jesus’ heart was moved with pity 

for them because they were troubled and abandoned, like sheep without a shepherd.     

 

His heart was moved with pity.  The Greek word here literally means that He was moved in 

His “bowels,” His “inward parts,” it’s the same root word as in the English word “spleen.” 

The sense is that He is moved in the very core of his being.  It’s the kind of movement that 

drives one to action; there’s no way you can just sit there and do nothing.  One time I was 

driving in downtown Lansing, and I saw a man lying in the middle of W. Saginaw street: a 

four-laned road on which people routinely drive too fast.  I was moved at that terrible sight; 

I couldn’t just drive by and do nothing.  Thankfully others had already come to help by the 

time I was able to get to him.  But you get the idea: Matthew is conveying that Jesus, who is 

the very image of God on earth, is anything but apathetic to the sight of human suffering. 

 

So what was it about the crowds that so moved Jesus’ heart? They were troubled and 

abandoned, like sheep without a shepherd.  The Greek word for “troubled” here is even more 

fun: it literally means to be “skinned alive!” Sheep without a shepherd are sitting ducks for 

predators: they have no natural form of self-defense.  So what Jesus does next is fascinating, 

and it reveals to us the way that God prefers to work in the world.  That is, He certainly 

does work—He doesn’t just sit back and say “gee, I hope things get better for them.” But His 

preferred way of working is through us—through His disciples.   

 

So Jesus seeks to “move the spleens” His disciples by bringing to their attention the crowds’ 

great need.  He says, the harvest is abundant but the laborers are few.  St. Francis Xavier was 

perhaps the most prolific missionary of all time, converting some 30,000 lost souls, because 

he had the same heart of Jesus that was moved to action at the sight of the lost sheep.  In 



 

 

1544, he wrote a letter from India to his fellow Jesuits back in Europe saying: Many, many 

people hereabouts are not becoming Christians for one reason only: there is nobody to make 

them Christians. Again and again I have thought of going around the universities of Europe 

and everywhere crying out like a madman, riveting the attention of those with more learning 

than charity: “What a tragedy: how many souls are being shut out of heaven and falling into 

hell, thanks to you!” I wish they would work as hard at this as they do at their books, and so 

settle their account with God for their learning and the talents entrusted to them.  

 

While any missionary impulse should ultimately be born out of love and not just duty or 

guilt, we hear his plea is the same as given by the Lord: so ask the master of the harvest to 

send out laborers for his harvest.  If you will bear with me one more time, the translation we 

have of the Greek again doesn’t capture the emotion—a more literal rendering would say 

beg the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest!  You may have heard the 

Archdiocese of Detroit is in the midst of a restructuring process that could lead to an 

estimated 50-some parishes effectively closing.  Where is the zeal of St. Francis Xavier 

today? Do we beg the Lord for more laborers?  Do we have a heart for the Lord’s mission?   

 

But here’s the key: Jesus doesn’t send out his disciples alone, He gave them authority over 

unclean spirits to drive them out and to cure every disease and every illness.  “Authority” here 

is an important word.  It means that the disciples will not be acting on their own power, nor 

will their mission be their own.  They are no longer “disciples” or “students;” they are now 

called “apostles”; literally, those who are “sent.”  Sent on mission—the mission that Jesus 

began, He is now entrusting to them.  And yes, one of those apostles sent is Judas Iscariot, 

who betrayed the Lord.  Jesus certainly knew this was going to happen.  But He still sent 

Judas anyway.  While Judas always had free will, in a certain sense, God used Judas’ 

betrayal to achieve His will.  God will always triumph: that’s something to think about. 

 

So we conclude with 2 questions today for our homework.  Some images of the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus, like the one we have here in the sanctuary, fittingly have the heart in the 

center of the Lord.  In our image, if you look closely, the Lord’s hands bear the wounds of 

the Cross.  Reminding us, as St. Paul writes in our 2nd reading today in his letter to the 

Romans, that God proves his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

This offer of love begs a response, a question really: Lord, what is your heart for me?  Don’t 

rush it.  Ask the Lord each day, until you sense an answer in the silence of your own heart.   

 

I have a memorial card from Fr. Mathias’ ordination, and the image on this card has Jesus 

extending His sacred heart out, as if giving it away—suggesting that the Lord is offering us 

His Sacred heart.  So the old prayer to the Sacred heart says, Jesus, meek and humble of 

heart, make my heart like unto thine.  When you know His heart for you, then the 2nd 

question we must ask the Lord Jesus in prayer is: Lord, what would you have me do? 


