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From The Pastor’s DeskFrom The Pastor’s DeskFrom The Pastor’s DeskFrom The Pastor’s Desk 

 

Christmas Masses: Please use the link at 
www.mhtparish.com if you would like to read, usher, 
distribute communion or have your child serve at one of 
the Christmas or New Year's Masses. Contact the 
parish office at 593-2162 or office@mhtparish.com if 
you have questions. 

 

From the 
Parish Office 

 
Early Bulletin Deadlines 

 

Due to limited holiday hours at our printing company, 
submissions for the December 29 bulletin are due 
Weds, Dec 18 at 8am. Submissions for the January 5 
bulletin are due Mon, Dec 23 at 8am. 

 

Holiday Office Hours 
 

The parish office will be closed Tuesday, December 
24 through Friday, December 27, as well as 
December 31 and January 1.  

Dear parishioners of MHT, 
 

I want to take this opportunity to share with 
you how our parish has been doing this 
past year and give you a sense of what 
this year and next holds. Since October of 
2018, we’ve had 36 Baptisms, 37 
Confirmations and 13 weddings. We had 3 
adults enter the Church through the RCIA 
(one catechumen and 2 candidates) and 
22 funerals. We can also say that we have 

had an additional young woman enter religious life and 
continue to have three young men in the seminary. 
 

Our financial picture is looking good. We ended our 2019 
fiscal year in June with a fund balance of $586,839. This 
represents a slight decrease from last year but overall is a 
healthy number for our parish. The biggest reason for this 
loss has been a combination of the rising cost of health 
insurance and staff salaries. The average member of our 
staff has been here for over five years. I feel strongly that 
we have a great team here at Most Holy Trinity and I think 
it’s a priority to keep them here. 
 

I am grateful that both the Finance Council and Pastoral 
Council has supported me with this vision. I’m grateful that 
you have all supported this as well as we continue to see 
our Sunday collection increase each year. 
 

At the same time though, I want to ask every family in our 
parish to prayerfully consider if the Lord is calling you to 
give more. Our Finance Council projects that our slight loss 
this past year will grow this next year as our basic costs 
continue to rise. We are always looking for ways to cut 
costs in our budget, and can do that if needed, but as you 
will read below, we are excited about the direction our 
parish is going and feel like all of our expenses are 
necessary to continue our success. 
 

I rarely speak about money and I’m very gratified and 
amazed by the generosity of so many parishioners during 
the Witness to Hope Campaign. But I am, at this time, going 
to ask you to pray about increasing your giving. If each 
family considered giving 3-5% more, that could provide us 
with an additional $20,000 - $30,000 for our budget and 
would be a huge help moving forward. So if your family 
gives $100 a month, that would be an additional $3-5 a 
month. I ask you to pray about this.  
 

Our financial picture clearly shows us that, despite the 
trends, there is a committed group of people here at the 
parish supporting the work of the Gospel. As Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI predicted, the future right now may be a 
smaller, but more committed church. 
 

What have we accomplished this year? This past year, as 
always, was a very busy year. Of course our Witness to 
Hope Campaign contributions continue to flow in. I want to 
remind everyone that we are almost 3.5 years into our 5 
year campaign. We have currently received 70% of the 
pledges so we are making pretty good progress. You will 
remember that we resurfaced the parking lot, and now are 
well through our second goal, a new parish office. The cost 
of the new building is slightly higher than we had originally 
forecast. This is quite common with building projects. We 
had originally budgeted $150,000 but we will probably end 

up spending closer to $180,000. Our third goal is the 
reworking of the Activity Center. Our committee has been 
discussing plans and as this third project approaches, we 
will be providing information and images of what we hope to 
accomplish. 
 

School Renovation Project: I’m sure most people are aware 
that we are doing some renovations at the school. We put 
in new windows this summer and began transforming our 
old computer lab into more office space. The cost of the 
renovations are being covered by school savings 
(donations over the years), approximately the first $75,000 
and ETF reserves are covering the rest (estimated to be 
about $35,000).  Estimated completion date is January 6, 
2020. 
 

It is also worth noting that our school enrollment has 
increased to above 100 students this year. I’m grateful to 
Anne Hufnagel and our school staff for all their hard work.  
We have an excellent school staff and I know our parents 
are pleased with the quality of education and faith formation 
our school provides. 
 

Where are we heading/our vision for the parish? Scripture 
tells us: Where there is no vision, the people 
perish.”  (Proverbs 29:18) Our purpose for existence is to 
assist the faithful on their way to eternal life. We are called 
by Our Lord to invite people into a deeper relationship with 
Him and His Church. This is done by equipping the faithful. 
Through the Holy Spirit Encounters (with parishioners, 
young people and grade school students from our Catholic 
school and Religious Education program), Adult Retreats, 
Kerygma Retreats, and our youth ministry we’ve seen a lot 
of graces and fruits from these efforts as more people each 
year are growing in their relationship with Christ and 
experiencing His love. 
 

As always, I want to thank everyone who has generously 
supported the parish this past year financially, with your 
time and gifts, and pray that you will continue to partner 
with us so that the Gospel can be proclaimed to our 
brothers and sisters. 
 

God bless,  
Fr. Dennis Howard, Pastor 
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Director of Music Ministry 
Kayla Feldpausch - kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com 

 

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

 

By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy 
Trinity School seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to 

proclaim the Gospel, restore all things in Him, strive to 
lead our students to the Truth for the betterment of 

this world and prepare them for the age to come. 

 

Children's Choir Rehearsal: 
12/17: 2nd-8th Grade (Joint rehearsal w/ Christmas play) 
 
 

4:30 Christmas Eve Mass: Arrive in choir loft at 4:00 
PM on December 24. 

Opportunities to grow in holiness:  
Advent/Christmas 2019-2020 

 

Mass at Hazel Findlay 
Thursday, December 19 at 10 am. 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Confessions every Saturday from 3:00 till 4:00 pm. 
 

Regional Penance Service at two locations 
St. Gerard Parish, Lansing 

and St. Thomas Aquinas in East Lansing 
There will be many priests at both locations 

Sunday, December 15th at 2:00 pm.  
. 

The Holy Christmas Season 
 

Christmas Vigil Masses 
Tuesday, December 24th 

4:30 pm, 7:00 pm, 9:00 pm.  
 

Christmas Day, December 25th  
9:00 am. 

 

Feast of the Holy Family   
Saturday, December 28th at 4:30 pm. 

Sunday, December 29th at 8:30 and 10:30 am. 
 

Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God 
*holy day of obligation 

Tuesday, December 31st at 4:30 pm. 
Wednesday, January 1st at 8:15 am. 

 

Solemnity of the Epiphany  
Saturday, January 4th at 4:30 pm.  

Sunday, January 5th at 8:30 and 10:30 am.  
*blessed chalk will be given out for the blessing of homes 

 

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
Saturday, January 11th at 4:30 pm. 

Sunday, January 12th at 8:30 and 10:30 am.  
*water will be blessed at the liturgies for the faithful to 

use for devotional purposes – bring a container 

 

Last Call for SCRIP 
 

The last chance to order Scrip for 
2019 is Monday, Dec. 16th. Scrip that 
is kept on hand will be available in the 

parish office from 8am - 12pm, 1-3pm. the following dates:  
 

Monday, December 23 
Monday, December 30 
Thursday, January 2 

Friday January3 
 

ScripNow and Reloads will still be available during 
Christmas break. Don’t forget to stock up on Scrip for the all 
your holiday needs shopping, dining, entertainment and 
hotels. Scrip gift cards make great gifts. Visit 
shopwithscrip.com for a complete list. If you would like to 
learn more about the scrip program and how you can use it 
to help defray the cost of a Catholic Education please visit 
the MHT Parish website or contact the school 
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Beginning in January, the three month 
schedule will no longer be mailed to you 
individually. They can now be found on our 
website, along with printed copies in the back 
of church. Please be sure to take one home 
for your reference. Thank you! 

Upcoming Events: 
Mon., Dec. 16  Advent Prayer Service @ 2:30 p.m. 
Tues., Dec. 17  Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Thurs., Dec. 19  Hazel Findlay Mass @ 10:00 a.m. 
Fri., Dec. 20  Christmas Bake Off 
Fri., Dec. 20  Adoration & Prayer Service @  
   10:30 a.m. 
Fri, Dec. 20  Christmas Break Begins @ 3:00pm 
Mon., Jan. 6  Classes Resume 
 

Thank You: A big thank you to Schmitz Service for their 
recent $500 grant to the school. The Education Alliance 
grant sponsored by ExxonMobil will be used to further 
enhance our science program. The funds will be used to 
buy supplies for STEM labs in the classroom and to support 
our salmon project. Thank you to Dean Schmitz and the 
Schmitz family for their tremendous support for countless 
years. 
 

Hazel Findlay: The 7th & 8th grade students will be 
celebrating Mass with the residents of Hazel Findlay on 
Thursday, December 19, 2019, at 10:00 a.m. 
 

A Warm Heart:  At this Christmas when Christ comes, will 
He find a warm heart?  Mark the season of Advent by loving 
and serving others with God’s own love and concern. – St. 
Teresa of Calcutta 

The Basic Needs Center would like to 
thank you for the kind and generous 
donation of food!  Your support helps us 
continue our efforts to serve our 
community. 
 

In Christ’s Love,  The Basic Needs Team 

 

Thank You from The St. Mary Mission 
 

We would like to thank you for your generous donation of 
religious items to our mission. They will be put to good use 
by other churches, convents, and religious organizations. 
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Sponsor of the Week 
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Keck-Coleman 

Returns for Vocations Reminder 
 

If anyone wishes to donate returnables, including holiday 
and Christmas party returns, at any time they can be 
dropped off at the Koenigsknecht Farm or we will pick them 
up. Please call Kurt Koenigsknecht 224-4058 or Agnes 
Koenigsknecht 593-2614 to arrange for pickup. 

 

Keep Christ in Christmas yard signs 
 

Keep Christ in Christmas’ yard signs can be purchased at 
the parish office for $5 each. 

Decorating for the Christmas season 
will take place on both Sunday, 
December 22 at 11:30 am and 
Monday, December 23 at 9:00 am. 
On Sunday, the trees will be 
assembled and decorated and other 
items accomplished depending upon 
the number of volunteers. On 
Monday, December 23 at 9:00 am 

we will clean and dust, tidy the pews, arrange the 
creche and poinsettias and accomplish other items 
based upon the number of volunteers. A listing of all 
that needs to be accomplished is posted on the pro-
life bulletin board. 
 

What goes up must also come down. Take down of all 
the décor will take place on Sunday, January 13 at 
11:30. Many volunteers are also needed to 
accomplish much. 
 

Please consider giving of your time and talent for 
helping on any or all of these days. If you have any 
questions, please contact Susie Koenigsknecht (593-
2490). Thank you and may God bless! 

 
Big Thanks! 

 

I want to thank all those who were involved in our  
St. Nicholas celebration. 

Thanks to Ron and Kate Davis for all their help. 
Thanks to the grade 7/8 and high school students who 

came out to help and serve. 
Thanks to our school students who set up Friday. 

Thanks to the Knights for their donation. 
 

Also, thanks to all those who made cookies! 
 

-Fr. Dennis 

 

Knights of Columbus Christmas Party 
The KC’s will be having their Christmas Party 
on Sat, Jan. 4th at 6:00 pm at the Fowler Hall 
on Main Street. All members and their 
families are invited to attend. The council will 
provide meat, potatoes, drinks, & place 

settings. We ask everyone to bring a dish to pass. If you are 
able to attend, please contact Bruce & Kathy Simon at 989-
593-3642 or bsimon@4wbi.net with a count for your family. 
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Monday - December 16 
7:00 p.m.   + No Mass 
 

Tuesday - December 17 
8:15 a.m.   + Marie Simon Including Gilbert & Living &  
  Deceased Members of the Family 
 

Wednesday - December 18 
6:00 p.m.         Eucharistic Adoration 
7:00 p.m.   +    Ted Thelen & Living & Deceased Members of 
  the Family 
 

Thursday - December 19 
8:15 a.m.   + Philip Simon 
10:00 a.m.  Mass at Hazel Findlay 
 

Friday - December 20 
8:15 a.m.   + Marina Feldpausch Including Joe & Regina  
  Feldpausch & Sr. Corrine 
 

Saturday - December 21 
4:30 p.m.   + Ray Armbrustmacher (1st Anniversary)  
  Including Janet & Living &  Deceased Members 
  of the Family 
 

Sunday - December 22 
8:30 a.m.   + People of the Parish 
10:30 a.m. + Genevieve Pung Including Donna White &  
  Living & Deceased Members of the Family 

Scripture Readings for the Week of December 15, 2019 
 

Monday Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc,  

 8-9; Mt 21:23-27 

Tuesday Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17;  

 Mt 1:1-17 

Wednesday Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:18-25 

Thursday Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17;  

 Lk 1:5-25 

Friday Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38 

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is for 
hearts to remain open and receptive to receiving 
Christ this Christmas. 

 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

Dec 7 & 8 Collection …………………….…….. $10,657.32 

 

Special Collections 
Immaculate Conception ..….……..………………... $540.0 
Flowers ……………………..….………….…..…….. $404.00 
Newspapers …………………...………………………. $5.00 
Retirement for Religious …………………………. $275.00 
 
 

Monthly Finance Report For November 
 

Sunday Collection-All Sources…………...….$52,675.58 
Sunday Collections-Year to Date…………...$263,577.43 
Sunday Collections- FY 19 Budget……...…$675,000.00 
Percentage Collected Through November….…...39.04% 

MASSES FOR THIS WEEK 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
fr.dennis@hotmail.com 

 

Parish Office Hours  -- 8am-noon, 1-3pm 
 

Parish Office:               593-2162 
 Email:     office@mhtparish.com 

 

MHT School - 593-2616 

 

USHERS DECEMBER 21 & 22 
    
 

4:30 p.m. - Larry Jandernoa, Gerry Arens, Craig Arens, Luke 
Thelen 
8:30 a.m. - Dean Platte, Adam Platte, Jamey Myers, Volunteer 
10:30 a.m. - Don Martin, Chris Conner, Steve Spitzley, John 
Rademacher 

 

SERVERS FOR THIS WEEK 

Mon., 7:00 p.m.. - No Mass 
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School Volunteers 
Weds., 7:00 p.m. - Olivia & Isaac Thelen 
Thurs., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer 
 

SERVERS FOR DECEMBER 21 & 22 
4:30 p.m. - Jonathan Koenigsknecht, Kalani 
Koenigsknecht, & Volunteers 
 

8:30 a.m. - Quinten, Nate, & Kara Esch, & Jonah Thelen 
 

10:30 a.m. - Logan & Keegan Klein, Tony Piggott, & Ben 
Schafer 

 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering, especially: Ardith Graham, Regina Martin, Sean 
Dush, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey Lee Thelen, 
Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, Marie 
Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah 
Weber, Julie Wieber Schafer, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis 
Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, 
Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Frank Hufnagel, Marie Weber, 
Jenine Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Jordy 
Wohlscheid, Jennifer Grace Schrauben, Janet Simon, Dale 
Young, Richard Bushamp, Therese Kramer, Christopher 
Martin, Theresa Heeg, Jeff Wadell, Charles Wadell, Chuck 
Welch, Jeanne Alaga, Milo Platte, Timothy D. Thelen, 
Marilyn Dixon, Richard Rodgers, Carolee Smith, Charles 
Miller, Father Den Morrow, Gary Schueller, Ray Hamilton, 
Ralph Feldpausch, Dane VanElls, Jeff Shriver and a special 
intention. 
 

Please contact the office to add or remove a name from 
the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

 

 

Leonidas Michael Shannon, son of Tom & 
Jenay (Barry) Shannon 
 
 

We welcome Leo to our parish family. 

 

Christmas Eve Nativity 
 

We are planning our Nativity Reenactment for 4:30 Mass  
Christmas Eve and are looking for volunteers to help. Kate 
Davis and Stephanie Kirvan are leading it. If you would like 
to help, please contact them or Adam at the parish office. 
All 4th - 8th grade students are welcome to participate and 
everyone who signs up is guaranteed a part. Sign up and 
other info. can be found on our parish website. 


