
 

Most Holy Trinity         December 16, 2018 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 

 

 

Opportunities to grow in holiness: 
Advent/Christmas 2018-2019 

 
 

Advent Giving Tree taken down 
Sunday, December 16th 

 

Mass at Hazel Findlay 
Thursday, December 20th at 10:00 am.  

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Confessions at MHT every Saturday from 3- 4 pm. 
 

Regional Penance Service at St. Gerard Parish, Lansing 
Sunday, December 16th at 2:00 pm.  

 

The Holy Christmas Season 
 

Christmas Eve Vigil Masses 
Monday, December 24th 

4:30 pm., 7:00 pm., 9:00 pm.  

Christmas Day, December 25th 
9:00 am. 

 

Feast of the Holy Family 
Saturday, December 29th at 4:30 pm. 

Sunday, December 30th at 8:30 and 10:30 am. 
 

Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God 
*holy day of obligation 

Monday, December 31st at 7:00 pm. 
Tuesday, January 1st at 8:15 am. 

 

Solemnity of the Epiphany 
 

Saturday, January 5th at 4:30 pm.  
Sunday, January 6th at 8:30 and 10:30 am.  

*blessed chalk will be given out for the blessing of homes 
 

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
 

Saturday, January 12th at 4:30 pm. 
Sunday, January 13th at 8:30 and 10:30 am. 

 
*water will be blessed at the liturgies for the faithful 
 to use for devotional purposes – bring a container 

 

 
“I am baptizing you with 

water, but one mightier 

than I is coming.  He will 

baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and fire.” 

                                                                 

   ~Luke 3: 15 
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From The Pastor’s Desk 
 

This week I have asked Paul Fahey  to share with us. 

God Bless, Fr. Dennis 

My oldest son, Simon, turned six last 
week. I remember the afternoon we were 
getting ready to take him home from the 
hospital. I stood there holding him, 
absolutely terrified that the nurses would 
actually let us leave the hospital with this 
baby. Kristina and I had no idea what we 
were doing. Simon was so helpless, so 
vulnerable, so dependent on us for 
everything, and they trusted us to take 
care of him!?  
 

Christmas was especially meaningful for 
me that year. The God who made space 

and time became as helpless as my baby son. He had to 
learn to walk and talk and feed himself. He got hungry and 
tired. God became that vulnerable.  
 

In the Garden of Eden, right after they sinned, Adam and 
Eve saw that they were naked and then made clothes for 
themselves. They looked at each other’s vulnerable bodies 
and realized that the other person could be used, and as 
they thought this they realized that the other person could 
use them. So they protected their vulnerability.  
 

Our God so humiliated himself that he allowed himself to be 
beaten, flogged, stripped naked and hung on a cross. All of 
the crucifixes we have depict Jesus is a nice loincloth, but 
that is for our own sense of modesty. The God who made 
the entire universe died with a vulnerable, naked body.  
 

And this prompts the question, why would God do that? 
Why did God take on our humanity and die for us? The 
Catechism says, “The Word became flesh for us in order to 
save us by reconciling us with God” (Catechism 457). Jesus 
entered into our suffering, sin, and death - and defeated 
them. He undid all the effects of Adam’s sin. But that’s not 
the only reason that God became man. 
 

God doesn’t intend to just simply restore us back to the 
Garden of Eden. He intends to give us far more. The 
Catechism says, "For the Son of God became man so that 
we might become God” (460). God’s original plan was to 
make us like himself. God made us so that we may 
participate in his divine nature. Jesus wasn’t God’s “Plan 
B.” God becoming man wasn’t simply a response to Adam 
and Eve’s sin, he always planned on becoming one of us in 
order to make us like himself. 
 

Jesus has two natures, his divine nature and his human 
nature. God partakes of human nature completely so that 
you and I might partake of the divine nature. As Father says 
at Mass while he mixes the water and wine, “May we come 
to share in the divinity of Christ who humbled himself to 
share in our humanity.”  
 

This means that the cross, Jesus’ sacrifice, was a means to 
a greater end. God didn’t become man just to die for our 
sins. Rather, Jesus saves us from our sins, restores our 
relationship with God, so that he can make us like God.  
 

In his letter to the Philippians, St. Paul recites a hymn that 
captures the humility of a God who would become one of 
us: 
 

Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God something to be grasped. Rather, he 
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in 
human likeness; and found human in appearance, he 
humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, even death 
on a cross (Philippians 2:6-8).  
 

This is how good God is. This is how much God loves us. 
This is how desperately God wants to reconcile us back to 
himself. Why? So that we can share in his divine nature. So 
that he can transform us and make us like himself.  

During this season of Advent, Father Dennis has been 
asking us to reflect on what God is calling us to next. As 
you pray on that question I think it may be good to start by 
reflecting on how good God is and the lengths he has gone 
to in order to save us and bring us to himself. If we start 
there then we can trust that the next step God is asking us 
to take isn’t something to be afraid of.  
 

God only desires to make us like himself, to make our mind 
like his mind and our heart like his heart. God does all the 
hard work in transforming us, but he respects our freedom. 
So he asks for our consent, our cooperation. If the thought 
of taking that next step is intimidating, maybe start my 
asking Jesus to give us the faith of his mother, that we may 
also be able to pray as she prayed, "Behold, I am the 
handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to 
your word.” 
 

God Bless, 
Paul 

 

Decorating for the Christmas season will take 
place on two days:  
 

Sunday, Dec. 23 at 11:30 am the Christmas trees 
will be assembled.  
 

Monday, Dec. 24 at 8:30 am the remaining 
decorating will take place. Sign-up sheets will be 
posted on the pro-life board in the vestibule of the 
church. If you have any questions, please contact 
Susie Koenigsknecht at 593-2490. Please consider 
giving of your time and talent for the greater honor 
and glory of God!!   
 

Take down of Christmas decor will be on Sunday, 
January 13 at 11:30 am.  
 

Confirmation candidates: Please use the sign-up 
sheets on the pro-life board, as helping decorate 
counts as a service project toward Confirmation. 

Please Note……. 
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Director of Youth Ministry 
Corey Luna - mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.  

 

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

 

By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity 
School seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to proclaim the Gospel, restore 

all things in Him, strive to lead our students to the Truth for the 
betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come. 

If you are currently a high school freshman or older who 
would like to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation and 
haven't met with Paul, please email or call 989-593-3174. 

 

Director of Religious Education 
Paul Fahey,  mhtdre@gmail.com  

Important Dates: 
Mon., Dec. 17  Advent Prayer Service @ 2:30  
Tues., Dec 18  Mass @ 8:15  a.m. 
Fri., Dec. 21  Advent Prayer Service 9:15 a.m. 
Fri., Dec. 21  Christmas Break begins  3:00 p.m. 
Mon., Jan. 7  School Resumes 
 

Invitation:  The school will be having Advent Prayer 
services each week in the Msgr. Koenigsknecht Hall 
(cafeteria) at 2:30 p.m. Anyone is welcome to attend with 
us. 
 

God’s loving kindness:  On the days when the grief is 
there, I know that joy will also come. It’s easy to feel that I’ll 
always be sad because of the weight of things. But that’s 
not true. The sad times, the times of grief, are hard, but our 
loving Father will walk with us through them. He’ll bring 
good – joy!! – into our lives in ways that only He can. How 
grateful I am for His loving kindness! – Sally McClung 

Youth Group opportunities are underway!! The youth center 
is open from 7pm-10pm on Tuesday nights for Open 
Hangout. This is just for having a space to hang out, eat 
food, play games, and chat about what is going on in life so 
please stop by for Tuesday's at the Youth Center. 
 

Every year in remembrance of Roe v. Wade, hundreds of 
thousands of people from around the country march for the 
unborn. The youth from our parish will have the opportunity 
to take part in this social justice event. The cost is $120. 
The form is on the parish website or contact Corey if you 
are interested! 

 

Evening Encounter with the Holy Spirit 
 

I want to thank everyone who came out Sunday for 
our Holy Spirit Encounter Evening. The Scripture that 
the Lord gave us before Advent really came to fruition: 
 

“Some lived in darkness and gloom, imprisoned in 
misery and chains..... In their distress they cried to the 
Lord, who saved them in their peril; He brought them 
forth from darkness and the shadow of death and 
broke their chains asunder. Let them thank the Lord 
for his mercy, such wondrous deeds for the children of 
Adam. For He broke down the gates of bronze and 
snapped the bars of iron.”          ~Psalm 107:10;13 -16 
 

I want to thank in a special way our parish 
evangelization team that led prayer, music, the 
intercessors and catchers, and everyone who 
participated in the evening. 
 

The Holy Spirit poured out many graces on us, and 
there were several physical healings that took place. 
Many people experienced new hope and healing for 
their marriages and personal lives. This time we tried 
something new, and we took time to pray over specific 
areas of inner and physical healing. I invited anyone 
who had need of healing to put their hands up and 
everyone one else gathered around them and prayed. 
It was beautiful to see everyone praying and I think 
many people were amazed that the Lord used them to 
bring about healing. 
 

I would also like to thank our brothers and sisters from 
Westphalia who came and joined our prayer teams.  It 
was a great example of our communities working 
together to build the Kingdom of God. 
 

Our next Holy Spirit Encounter Evening is 
Sunday, January 27 at 7:00 p.m. in the Church. 

 

Parish Office Hours 
 

In observance of Christmas, the 
parish office will be closed 
December 24 - 28. We will also 
close December 31 & January 1. 

Email and voicemail will be checked periodically. 

mailto:mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com
mailto:mhtdre@gmail.com
https://mhtparish.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=34aaa9b34726291f8b85f52d4&id=e566a4bfbc&e=21c89ec02c
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Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it  
possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish. 

 
Terry Smith, Builder 

SCRIP GIFT CARDS 
 

With the Holidays fast approaching don’t 
forget to stock up on Scrip for all your 
shopping needs. Scrip cards make great 
gifts. The last chance to order scrip for 

2018 is Monday, Dec.17th. From Dec. 27sh  - Jan. 7th, Scrip 
that is on hand will be available in the parish office during 
business hours. Scrip Now and Reloads will be available 
during Christmas break. Please contact the school if you 
would like information about these convenient options. 
Below is a list of gift cards that are on hand in the school 
office.  
 

Amazon ($25), American Eagle ($25), Applebees ($25), 
Barnes & Noble ($10 & $25), Bath and Body Works ($10 & 
$25), Bed Bath Beyond ($25), Bob Evans ($10), Buffalo 
Wild Wings ($10 & $25), Dick's Sporting Goods ($25), 
Dunhams ($25), Exxon ($50), GFS ($25 & $100), iTunes 
($15), JCPenney ($25), Kohls ($25 & $100), Lowes ($25), 
Meijers ($25 & $100), Menards ($25), Michaels ($25), 
Olive Garden ($25), Outback Steak ($25), Panera ($10), 
Red Lobster ($25), Red Robin ($25), Schmitz Carwash 
($5, $6, $7), Subway ($10 & $50), Taco Bell ($10), Target 
($100), Texas Roadhouse ($25), Walgreens ($25), 
Walmart ($25, $100, $250), Wendy's ($10). 

 

Christmas/New Years 
Mass Volunteers 

 

There are still several spots available for 
readers, ushers, and Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion for the 

7p.m. and 9p.m. Masses on Christmas Eve as well as 
Dec 31st and Jan 1st. Please see our website for a link 
to sign up genius or call the parish office. Thank you to 
all our volunteers who have already signed up! 

 

Men, come to grow in your faith at the annual Diocese of 
Lansing’s Catholic Men’s Conference. In carrying out the 
tradition of providing an atmosphere of support and 
helping the Catholic men among us to courageously live a 
Christ-centered life in today’s world, this year’s theme will 
focus on how to 'wear the armor of God'.     
          ~ Ephesians 6:10-18 
 

When: February 23, 2019 
Where: Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Church 

(913 Napoleon Road, Michigan Center, MI 49254) 
Time: 10 AM – 5 PM 

Cost: $40 per person 
 

What To Expect: 
Motivating messages from Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers 
and Fr. Tim MacDonald 
 Adoration and confessions 
 A pig roast BBQ lunch from Stick-A-Pig-In-It 
 Music by Brian Flynn & Band 
 Mass with Bishop Boyea (4 PM) 
Individual Ticket Prices: Adults $40 / Students $30 
Register/Purchase Tickets: http://www.themanevent.org/
register 
 

For more details, please also visit our website 
(www.themanevent.org) or call us at the Diocese of 
Lansing (517)-342-2556 

 

 

Thank You 
 

We would like to thank all family and 
friends for the support, prayers, charitable 
donations, and food brought in during the 
time of our mother’s passing. Thank you 
also to Father Dennis, the altar servers, 
and adult choir for the beautiful funeral 

Mass, and to Jill Feldpausch and her group for the delicious 
luncheon. Your thoughtfulness and generosity is greatly 
appreciated. 
 

The family of Dolores Schueller 

 

Prayer Intentions 
 

Parishioners who would like prayers for any intention can 
contact Susie Koenigsknecht (593-2490) or the parish 
office. Requests can be specific or anonymous. We are 
always looking for individuals who would like to join our 
team of Prayer Warriors. Please contact Susie if interested. 
Thank you and God Bless! 

 

Catholic Order of Foresters 
 

There is a Catholic Order of Foresters Meeting 
this Wednesday, Dec 19th at the VFW. 
Meeting is a 5:00, meal is at 6:00. 

http://www.themanevent.org/register
http://www.themanevent.org/register
http://www.themanevent.org/
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Monday - December 17 
7:00 p.m.    +  Ted Thelen& Living & Deceased Family  
  Members 
 

Tuesday - December 18 
8:15 a.m.    + Jean Schafer (1st Anniversary) 
 

Wednesday - December 19 
6:00 p.m.         Eucharistic Adoration 
7:00 p m.    + Emily Goerge  & Living & Deceased Family 
  Members 
 

Thursday - December 20 
8:15 a.m.    + Marina Feldpausch Including Sister Corrine 
  & Living & Deceased Family Members 
10:00 a.m. Mass at Hazel Findlay 
 

Friday - December 21 
8:15 a.m.     + Loretta Rademacher & Living & Deceased 
  Family Members 
 

Saturday - December 22 
4:30 p.m.     + Philip Simon 
 

Sunday - December 23 
8:30 a.m.       People of the Parish 
10:30 a.m.    + Marian Halfman, Including Sarah Fox-Klein 
  & Living & Deceased Family Members 

Saturday & Sunday, December 22 & 23 
 

4:30 p.m. – Larry Jandernoa, Gerry Arens, Craig Arens, 
Volunteer 
8:30 a.m. – Bill Armbrustmacher, Tom O’Rourke, Bruce 
Schafer, Dean Schrauben 
10:30 a.m. – Joe Theis, Terry Theis, Tyler Theis, Jarud 
Koenigsknecht 

Saturday & Sunday, December 22 & 23 
 

4:30 p.m. - Jonathan Koenigsknecht, Kalani Koenigsknecht, 
Volunteers 
8:30 a.m. - Caiden & Chase Pung, Owen Simon, Ella 
Hufnagel 
10:30 a.m. - Logan & Keegan Klein, Tony Piggott, Ben 
Schafer 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering, especially: Regina Martin, Sean Dush, Charlene 
Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, 
Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, Marie Hengesbach, Edward 
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Julie Wieber 
Schafer, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta, 
Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, Steve Thelen, Tracy 
Schmitt, Gregg Platte, Frank Hufnagel, Lynda Esch, Janet 
Armbrustmacher( Allan), Marie Weber, Jenine Kloeckner, 
Jennifer Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Jordy Wohlscheid, Jennifer 
Grace Schraube, Janet Simon, Dale Young, Brent Baese, 
Shane Grinnell, Richard Bushamp, Alan & Therese Kramer, 
Christopher Martin, Theresa Heeg, Bev Nurenberg, Jeff 
Wadell, Charles Wadell, Chuck Welch, Jeanne Alaga, Milo 
Platte, Timothy D. Thelen, Curtis Feldpausch, Marilyn 
Dixon, Richard Rodgers, Declan Schmidt, Ray 
Armbrustmacher, Carolee Smith and a special intention. 
 

Please contact the office to add or remove a name from 
the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

 

Blessed Mother Statue 
 

The statue of Mary is available to take home on 
the weekends. Take this opportunity to enter into  
prayer and closeness with our Blessed Mother. 
Use the sign up sheet in the back of church. 

 

During This Week 
 

Mon., 7 p.m. - Nolan & Selena Stump, Jonah Thelen 
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School Volunteer 
Weds., 7 p.m. - Bryce Ward, Peter & Xavier Simon 
Thurs., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer 

 

Readings for the Week of December 16, 2018 
 

Monday Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17; Mt 1:1-17 
Tuesday Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:18-25 
Wednesday Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; Lk 1:5-25 
Thursday Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38 
Friday Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12,20-21; Lk 
 1:39-45 
Saturday 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd;  Lk 1:46-56 

 

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is 
to pray for all those who are incarcerated. May 
they feel peace and comfort knowing they are 
being lifted up in prayer. 

 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

December 8 & 9 Collection………………….… $15,872.90 
 

Special Collections 
Retirement for Religious……………………….…  $355.00 
Christmas Flowers ………………………………….. $333.0 
Christmas Offering ………………………………….. $10.00 
Immaculate Conception ………………………….. $170.00 
First Offering …………………………………………. $20.00 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 

December 16, 2018 
 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
 

Parish Office Hours  -- 8am-noon, 1-3pm 
 

Parish Office:               593-2162 
 Email:     office@mhtparish.com 
 Website:              mhtparish.com 

 

MHT School - 593-2616 

Altar Servers 

Ushers 

 

Altar Servers Calendar 
 

The January altar servers calendar is now 
available on the parish website. 
www.mhtparish.com. Thanks to all those who 
volunteer! 


