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From The Pastor’s DeskFrom The Pastor’s DeskFrom The Pastor’s DeskFrom The Pastor’s Desk 

    

“A voice of one crying out in the 
desert, Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make straight His paths.”  
    

                        ~Luke 3:6~Luke 3:6~Luke 3:6~Luke 3:6    

 

From the 
Parish Office 

 
Early Bulletin Deadlines 

 

Due to limited holiday hours at our printing company, 
submissions for the December 29 bulletin are due 
Weds, Dec 18 at 8am. Submissions for the January 5 
bulletin are due Mon, Dec 23 at 8am. 

 

Holiday Office Hours 
 

The parish office will be closed Tuesday, December 
24 through Friday, December 27, as well as 
December 31 and January 1.  

Mary in the Immaculate Conception 
and this Advent Season: 
As Catholics we love and hold Mary, the 
Mother of God, in a special place in our 
hearts. The truth be told, left to her own 
power, Mary would be a sinner. Her 
holiness is the result of God's grace alone, 
a special gift from God. Does this mean that 
Mary did not need to be redeemed? No, 

she was redeemed or saved, in a special way – in the 
womb. We call it the Immaculate Conception. Why did God 
work this special act of grace in Mary? Her being kept from 
sin is about Christ. Mary always points to her Son Jesus, no 
matter what feast day of Mary we celebrate. 
 

So Mary's Immaculate Conception is not an attempt to give 
honor to Mary for Mary's sake. It is actually necessity in 
order to maintain the teaching of the sinlessness of Jesus, 
the Incarnate Word. In the language of the church’s 
theology, Mary is kept from sin through the merit of the 
Cross her Son will bear, since the benefits of the Cross go 
out through history both forward and backward through 
time. How is this possible? God’s saving power has no 
limits. His grace is not limited to our human frailty or our 
human understanding of time and space. 
 

When we look at the Preface (the prayer before the 
Eucharistic Prayer), of the feast we find two themes. I’m 
going to chop up the Preface to point them out: 
 

1.  Mary points to who Jesus is: 
“You allowed no stain of Adam’s sin to touch the Virgin 
Mary. Full of grace she was to be a worthy mother of 
your Son. Purest of virgins, she was to bring forth your 
Son, the innocent Lamb who takes away our sins.” 
 

It would have been completely inappropriate for the Mother 
of the Second Person of the Trinity to have been under the 
reign of sin. In our time we have lost both a sense of sin 
and a sense of holiness, so that we may not feel or 
appreciate the urgency of sinlessness in the Mother of God.  
Darkness and light cannot dwell together. By God’s grace, 
Mary was then to have been “a worthy mother of your Son.” 
In being the mother of God she was to be “purest of virgins 
to bring forth your Son.” 
 

2. And second, the Preface says that Mary symbolizes what 
the Church is to become: 
“[she is] Your sign of favor to the Church at its 
beginning, and the promise of its perfection as the 
bride of Christ, radiant in beauty. You chose her from 
all women to be our advocate with you and our pattern 
in holiness.” 
 

Mary’s relationship to the Church, reminds us that the world 
that has no hope apart from God. The Immaculate 
Conception affirms that sin can be overcome, that the sin 
that weighs down the Church will be conquered by Jesus 
Christ, and the Church will one day be radiant in beauty. 
Mary is a pattern of the Church. What we see in Mary, is the 
perfection of the Church that is to come – when Jesus 
returns again, the Church and all Her members will be 
transformed by the power of the Resurrection. We will, as 
St. Paul tells us: “be like Him..” God’s plan is already visible 
in Mary; we wait for God’s salvation to clothe us perfectly 
too. 

The feast of the Immaculate Conception celebrates what 
God has done for the Church by giving it Mary as advocate 
and model of holiness, as well as the perfect holiness and 
beauty that God will eventually give to all the members of 
the Church.  
 

On March 25th, 1858 the twelve-year old peasant girl, 
Bernadette Soubirous felt drawn to the grotto where a 
beautiful lady had been appearing to her frequently since 
February 11th that year. Bernadette asked her who she 
was, and the lady in white said in the local dialect, “I am the 
Immaculate Conception.” The barely literate Bernadette did 
not completely understand what Mary said, but the local 
clergy knew its significance. Only four years earlier Pius IX 
had defined the Immaculate Conception as a dogma of faith 
and clearly Mary herself was confirming this truth. 
 

But we can go one step further. Given Mary’s total love of 
God, surely one of the gifts that she treasured most was to 
have always been in God’s love, never, even for an instant 
being separated from His love and grace. To have been 
sinless is not an achievement but pure gift. A gift of perfect 
love for the God she loved so perfectly is surely one of 
Mary’s deepest joys, and ours as well. And that’s our 
destiny in heaven, we will, like Mary experience the purest 
and most complete love of all, which will not longer be 
hindered by sin. Mary, Mother of God, who loves us with 
the purest love, pray for us. Make us love God and our 
brothers and sisters like you. 
 

God bless, Fr. Dennis  

Church Cleaning: for Christmas will 
take place on Tuesday, December 
10th beginning at 9am. Please bring 
your cleaning buckets and cloths. 
Assistance from men in the parish is helpful with 
ladders, etc. Thank you for giving of your time & 
talent for the greater honor and glory of God! 
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Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

Upcoming Events: 
Mon. Dec. 9  Mass @ 8:15 a.m.  
Tues. Dec. 17  Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Thurs., Dec. 19  Hazel Findlay Mass @ 10:00 a.m. 
Fri., Dec. 20  Christmas Break Begins @ 3 p.m. 
 

Thank You: A big thank you to Schmitz Service for their recent 
$500 grant to the school.  The Education Alliance grant sponsored 
by ExxonMobil will be used to further enhance our science 
program.  The funds will be used to buy supplies for STEM labs in 
the classroom and to support our salmon project.  Thank you to 
Dean Schmitz and family for their tremendous support. 
 

Hazel Findlay: The 7th & 8th grade students will be celebrating 
Mass at Hazel Findlay with residents on Thurs., Dec. 19, at 10 am. 
 

Job Posting: MHT School is looking for candidates interested in a 
part-time administrative assistant position on Monday and 
Wednesdays from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Candidates should be a 
practicing Catholic in good standing with the Church.  Previous 
office experience as well as proficiency in applications such as 
Word, Excel, Google, PowerSchool, and Sign-up Genius is 
preferred. Candidates need to be well organized with strong 
customer service skills. They should be able to take initiative, 
prioritize, and work independently with many interruptions. A full 
job description can be obtained upon request (989-593-2616 or 
school@mhtparish.com). Applications will be accepted until Fri., 
Dec. 14, & should be sent to the following: 
 

Most Holy Trinity School, Attn:  Anne Hufnagel, principal 
545 N. Maple St, Fowler, MI 48835 
Or via email: principal@mhtparish.com 
 

Awaken: It is the beautiful task of Advent to awaken in all of us 
memories of goodness and thus to open doors of hope.   
     - Pope Benedict XVI 

Opportunities to grow in holiness:  
Advent/Christmas 2019-2020 

 

Masses for the Solemnity of the  
Immaculate Conception 

*This year the Solemnity falls on a Sunday. The feast is 
abrogated, meaning it is NOT a holy day of obligation 
this year, However, we will still celebrate the feast day 

Monday, Dec. 9th at 8:15 am. and 7:00 pm. 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Confessions every Saturday from 3:00 till 4:00 pm. 

 

Regional Penance Service at two locations 
St. Gerard Parish, Lansing 

and St. Thomas Aquinas in East Lansing 
There will be many priests at both locations 

Sunday, December 15th at 2:00 pm.  
 

Advent Giving Tree taken down 
Sunday, December 15th after the 10:30 am. Mass 

 

Mass at Hazel Findlay 
Thursday, December 19th at 10:00 am.  

. 

The Holy Christmas Season 
 

Christmas Vigil Masses 
Monday, December 24th 

4:30 pm, 7:00 pm, 9:00 pm.  
 

Christmas Day, December 25th  
9:00 am. 

 

Feast of the Holy Family   
Saturday, December 28th at 4:30 pm. 

Sunday, December 29th at 8:30 and 10:30 am. 
 

Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God 
*holy day of obligation 

Tuesday, December 31st at 7:00 pm. 
Wednesday, January 1st at 8:15 am. 

 

Solemnity of the Epiphany  
Saturday, January 4th at 4:30 pm.  

Sunday, January 5th at 8:30 and 10:30 am.  
*blessed chalk will be given out for the blessing of homes 

 

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
Saturday, January 11th at 4:30 pm. 

Sunday, January 12th at 8:30 and 10:30 am.  
*water will be blessed at the liturgies for the faithful to 

use for devotional purposes – bring a container 

 

Advent Giving Tree Needs 
This year we will be gathering gifts for Holy Family Parish in 
Kentucky, the Safe Center for Women in St. Johns, The 
Veteran’s Hospital in Grand Rapids and Shared Pregnancy. 
We ask that you return your gifts by Sunday, December 
15th.The gifts will be sent out after the 10:30 am. Mass. 
Thank you for your generosity in helping our brothers and 
sisters in need - the true meaning of Advent and Christmas. 
 

Shared Pregnancy: Newborn diapers; Formula - Enfamil or 
generic Enfamil, Pack n' plays (gently used or new); Infant 
Car Seats (gently used or new), Sleepers - boy and girl 
newborn through 12 months; Plastic baby bottles; Baby 
shampoo and lotion; Receiving blankets; Pacifiers 
 

Women’s Shelter: Lotion, body wash, shampoo;  Adult 
clothing – (All sizes S – 5X) sweatpants, sweatshirts, socks, 
undergarments, bras; children’s sweatpants, sweatshirts, 
slippers; children’s pajamas, shoes & boots;  Twin blankets, 
bath towels/washcloths; Adult – (Sizes S,M,L,XL- 3X) 
sweatpants, sweatshirts, socks, undergarments, diapers 
size 4 & up; bleach, spray disinfectant, dish soap, laundry 
supplies; toilet tissue; paper towels. 
 

Veteran’s Hospital: Men’s clothing, underwear, sweaters, 
men’s toiletries, puzzles, razors, shaving cream, sweat 
pants, men’s slippers. 
 

Holy Family Parish in Booneville, Kentucky 
Children’s clothing any size; children’s toys, games, 
puzzles, music DVD’s (country music), children’s blankets, 
pajamas, shoes, slippers, Adult clothing, blankets, slippers, 
shoes, t-shirts, sweaters, bleach, detergent, laundry 
supplies, paper towels. 

SCRIP -The last chance to order scrip for 2019 is Monday, 
Dec. 16th. On Dec. 23rd, Jan. 5th, scrip that is kept on hand 
will be available in the parish office during regular business 
hours.. ScripNow and Reloads will still be available during 
Christmas break. Don’t forget to stock up on Scrip for the all 
your holiday needs shopping, dining, entertainment and 
hotels. Scrip gift cards make great gifts. Visit 
shopwithscrip.com for a complete list. If you would like to 
learn more about the scrip program and how you can use it 
to help defray the cost of a Catholic Education please visit 
the MHT Parish website or contact the school 
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Director of Music Ministry 
Kayla Feldpausch - kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com 

Director of Religious Education 
Paul Fahey—mhtdre@gmail.com—593-3174 

 

Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it Our thanks to the many businesses that make it Our thanks to the many businesses that make it Our thanks to the many businesses that make it     
possible for the bulletin to be costpossible for the bulletin to be costpossible for the bulletin to be costpossible for the bulletin to be cost----free to our parish.free to our parish.free to our parish.free to our parish.    

 
 

T.H. Miller Excavating, Inc. 

Grandma and Me Movie Night 
 

Sat. Dec. 14th at 6 pm - Activity Center 
Movie is“ The Star” 

 
 

All grandmothers are invited to bring  
grandchildren for an evening of complimentary 
popcorn and a movie. “The Star” captures the spirit of 
Christmas and can be enjoyed by all ages. Feel free 
to bring sleeping bags/blankets for the kids. Christmas 
pajamas and comfy clothing are acceptable attire! 

 

Children's Choir Rehearsals: 
12/10: 2nd-8th Grade  
12/17: 2nd-8th Grade (Joint rehearsal w/ Christmas play) 
 

Advent Lessons & Carols: Thursday December 12 @ 7:00 
PM - Arrive & be seated by 6:45 
 

4:30 Christmas Eve Mass: Arrive in choir loft at 4:00 PM on 
December 24 

 

Sacrament of  
the Anointing of the Sick  

 

The Sacrament of the Sick will be 
provided after all Masses on December 14/15. 

Returns for Vocations Reminder 
 

If anyone wishes to donate returnables, including holiday 
and Christmas party returns, at any time they can be 
dropped off at the Koenigsknecht Farm or we will pick them 
up. Please call Kurt Koenigsknecht 224-4058 or Agnes 
Koenigsknecht 593-2614 to arrange for pickup. 

 

Keep Christ in Christmas signs/magnets 
 

As in previous years, ‘Keep Christ in Christmas’ 
yard signs and car magnets can be purchased at 
the parish office for $5 each. 

With Advent upon us, the family of Ray and 
Chris Hamilton feel especially blessed and  
grateful to the Fowler Fire Department and its 
first responders for their dedication, 
commitment and service to our community. 
Because of you, we were able to celebrate our 
55th wedding anniversary together (in the 

hospital). Thank you to Clinton Area Care Ambulance, our 
family, friends, neighbors, community, Fr. Gary, Fr. Dennis 
and the MHT Eucharistic Homebound Ministers for your 
outpouring of love, prayers and support over the past 4 
months. A special thank you to Bonnie and Vern Thelen 
and Nate Jandernoa. Thank you Sparrow Hospital and 
Mary Free Bed Physicians, Residents, Nurses, Patient 
Care Techs, Eucharistic Ministers and the entire hospital 
caregiving staff for their quality and compassionate care. A 
mass of Thanksgiving will be scheduled in your honor!  
Sincerely,  
Ray & Chris Hamilton, Marty, Tony, Rick, Rob, Andrew 
and families 

Lunch With Santa 
 

Lunch with Santa - sponsored by the Fowler 
Fire Dept. and area businesses - will be held 
Sat. Dec. 14th from 11-1 at the Fowler Fire 
Dept. All proceeds benefit local families/

charities!! Lunch consists of a hot dog, chips, pop, and 
cookie ($3 donation). Each child will be entered into a 
drawing to win a bike! Anyone wishing to donate or for 
more information, contact Laurie Platte at 989-593-3264. 

This Sunday, December 8, is the next High School 
Encounter evening of the year. These events are replacing 
Monday night religious ed classes. We will meet at the 
Activity Center from 6:30-9:00pm and will include large 
group catechesis, individual prayer time, and small group 
discussion. There will also be a Holy Spirit Encounter for the 
students that includes Eucharistic Adoration and prayer 
teams. 
 

Because these events are replacing what used to be a 
weekly class, it will be important that students attend each 
of these evenings. I coordinated these dates with Kris Ernst, 
the Athletic Director at the High School, so that there will be 
no required athletic events that will conflict with these 
evenings. The other High School Encounter evenings this 
year will be on January 19, March 8, and May 3. 

 

After spending more than 1,000 years in Rome, a 
wooden fragment venerated by Catholics as part of 
the crib in which Jesus  was born will be welcomed 
back to the Holy Land.  The Holy Crib relic will be put 
on permanent display in the Franciscan Church of St 
Catherine, next to the Basilica of the Nativity, for 
pilgrims coming to the Palestinian city to worship. 
According to the Custody of the Holy Land, the so-
called Holy Crib relic was donated by St Sophronius, 
Patriarch of Jerusalem, to Pope Theodore I around 
the middle of the seventh century. 
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Monday - December 9 
8:15 a.m.   + Tammy Fox (20th Anniversary) 
7:00 p.m.   + Mary J. Klein & Living & Deceased   
  Members of the Family   
 

Tuesday - December 10 
8:15 a.m.   + Troy Miller 
 

Wednesday - December 11 
6:00 p.m.         Eucharistic Adoration 
7:00 p.m.   +    Carl Koenigsknecht & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 
 

Thursday - December 12 
8:15 a.m.   + Julius A. Thelen including Angela & Living  
  & Deceased Members of the Family 
7:00 p.m.   Christmas Cantata 
 

Friday - December 13 
8:15 a.m.   + Jim Koenigsknecht (2nd Anniversary) 
 

Saturday - December 14 
4:30 p.m.   + Mark Wirth 
 

Sunday - December 15 
8:30 a.m.   + Marvin Feldpausch & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Feldpausch & Schmitt  
  Families 
10:30 a.m. + Marian Halfman & Sarah Fox-Klein & Living  
  & Deceased Members of the Family 

Scripture Readings for the Week of December 8, 2019 
 

Monday Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4;  
 Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; Lk 1:26-38 
Tuesday Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-2,3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13;  
 Mt 18:12-14 
Wednesday Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10;  
 Mt 11:28-30 
Thursday Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;  
 Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 
Friday Is 48:17-19; Ps:1:1-2, 3,4 and 6; Mt 11:16-19 

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is  for 
healing and reconciliation as families come 
together to celebrate Christmas this season. 

 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

Nov. 30 & Dec. 1 Collection ………………….. $11,843.00 

 

Special Collections 
Immaculate Conception ..….……..………………... $15.00 
Flowers ……………………..….………….…..…….. $395.00 

MASSES FOR THIS WEEK 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
fr.dennis@hotmail.com 

 

Parish Office Hours  -- 8am-noon, 1-3pm 
 

Parish Office:               593-2162 
 Email:     office@mhtparish.com 

 

MHT School - 593-2616 

 

USHERS  
 

DECEMBER 9 FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
 

8:15 a.m. - MHT School 
7:00 p.m. - Brent McCarty, Roy Witgen, Neil Feldpausch, John 
Hufnagel 
 

DECEMBER 14 & 15 
 

4:30 p.m. - Tony Schafer, Jerome R. Thelen, Lonnie                       
Schueller, Volunteer 
8:30 a.m. - Gerry Schomisch, Philip Schmitt, Ralph    
Feldpausch, Volunteer 
10:30 a.m. - Stan Weber, Gene Messer, Leon Schneider, Brian 
Thelen 

 

SERVERS FOR THIS WEEK 
 

Mon., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School Volunteers 
Mon., 7:00 p.m.. - Faith Phillips & Madelyn Sillman 
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer 
Weds., 7:00 p.m. - Kelcie & Kerigan Pung 
Thurs., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer 
 

SERVERS FOR DECEMBER 14 & 15 
4:30 p.m. - Collin Feldpausch, Gavin Klein, & Volunteers 
 

8:30 a.m. - Amy Feldpausch, Tony Piggott, Nolan Simon & 
Jack Schafer 
 

10:30 a.m. - Chad Klein, Hudson Phillips, Kiley Bengel, & 
Volunteer 

 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering, especially: Ardith Graham, Regina Martin, Sean 
Dush, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey Lee Thelen, 
Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, Marie 
Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah 
Weber, Julie Wieber Schafer, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis 
Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, 
Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Frank Hufnagel, Marie Weber, 
Jenine Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Jordy 
Wohlscheid, Jennifer Grace Schrauben, Janet Simon, Dale 
Young, Richard Bushamp, Alan & Therese Kramer, 
Christopher Martin, Theresa Heeg, Jeff Wadell, Charles 
Wadell, Chuck Welch, Jeanne Alaga, Milo Platte, Timothy 
D. Thelen, Marilyn Dixon, Richard Rodgers, Carolee Smith, 
Charles Miller, Father Den Morrow, Gary Schueller, Ray 
Hamilton, Ralph Feldpausch, Dane VanElls, Jeff Shriver 
and a special intention. 
 

Please contact the office to add or remove a name from 
the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

 

Emily Marie Simon, daughter of Brent and 
Carolyn (Kaluzny) Simon 
 
Elijah Michael Frechen, son of Nick and 
Ashley (Simon) Frechen 
 
Levi Thomas O’Rourke, son of Patrick and 
Kelly (Koenigsknecht) O’Rourke 
 

We welcome Emily, Elijah, and Levi to our parish family. 

 

Christmas Eve Nativity 
 

We are planning our Nativity Reenactment for 4:30 Mass  
Christmas Eve and are looking for volunteers to help. Kate 
Davis and Stephanie Kirvan are leading it. If you would like 
to help, please contact them or Adam at the parish office. 
All 4th - 8th grade students are welcome to participate and 
everyone who signs up is guaranteed a part. Sign up and 
other info. can be found on our parish website. 


