
 

Most Holy Trinity       First Sunday of Advent         December 3, 2017 

Please call the parish office to register 
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Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it  
possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish. 

 
Schneider Builders 

 

Opportunities to grow in holiness:   
Advent/Christmas  2017 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Will be celebrated Saturday, December 9
th
 16

th
   

from 3 till 4 pm. during Advent 
 

Regional Penance Service at St. Gerard’s Parish,  
Lansing  2:00 pm. till finished, December 17 

 

School confessions and Religious Education Classes  
Tuesday, December 19

th
 from 9:00 am. till 12 noon 

 

Please note there will be NO confessions on  
Saturday, December 23

rd
 

 

Liturgies and Special Celebrations  
 

December 2/3
rd

    First Sunday of Advent 
 

December 3
rd

      First Reconciliation for our 2
nd

 graders 
 

December 6
th
    St. Nicholas Celebration  6:30 pm.  

    Activity Center till 7:30 pm. 
 

December 7/8
th
   Solemnity of the Immaculate  

     Conception  *Holy Day of Obligation 
     Masses:  Thursday, December 7

th
  

    Vigil Mass at 7:00 pm.  
    Friday, December 8

th
 at 8:15 am. 

 

December 9
th
   Evening Retreat at Most Holy Trinity 

    6:00 p.m. 
 

December 9/10
th
 Sacrament of the Anointing of the  

    Sick at all the Masses 
 

December 10
th
    Rite of Acceptance for RCIA  8:30 Mass 

 

December 12
th
    Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe   

    Patroness of All the Americas 
   Advent Cantata in the Church  7:00   
  

December 17
th
    Regional Penance Service   St.  

   Gerard’s Parish Lansing begins at 2:00  
 

December 19
th
    School confessions and Religious Ed. 

                            Classes from 9:00 am. till 12 noon 
 

December 23/24
th
  Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 *There will be NO confession on December 23
rd

   
    Masses:  Saturday at 4:00 and 6:00 pm.   
    Sunday  9:00 am. 
 

Christmas Eve  December 24
th
 Masses:   

 December 24
th
 at 4:30 pm., 7:00 pm. and 9:00 pm 

 Christmas Day Dec. 25
th
   9:00 am. 

 

December 30/31
st
  Feast of the Holy Family  

Masses:  Saturday 4:30 pm. 
   Sunday 8:30 and 10:30 am. 
 

January 1
st
   Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God 

 *This year the feast has been abrogated and is 
 NOT  a holy day of obligation 

Mass at 8:15 am.  
 

January 6/7
th
    Feast of the Epiphany Masses:    

    Saturday 4:30 pm. 
    Sunday 8:30 and 10:30 am. 

 

January 8
th
    Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 

The Holy Season of Advent 
 

The four weeks of Advent mark symbolically a 
preparation for the Solemnity of Christmas, 
where we celebrate God become flesh, incar-
nate of the Holy Spirit.  This is such a pro-
found reality.  In the West, we sometimes 
don’t realize how radical and revolutionary 
this is.   
 

When I was in the Holy Land a couple of 
years ago, I remember Steve Ray explaining to us how the 
Muslim find this Christian teaching so repulsive and offen-
sive.  God become one of us?  Ridiculous, I hear one Muslim 
man say to us as we spoke with him because we had just 
finished the Christmas season.  This is a totally foreign con-
cept to Islam.  They find it so offensive because they just 
cannot imagine that God would become one of us!  For them, 
God is so totally other, so totally different.  Man, in their view, 
is like the dirt, lowly, unimportant.  Steve pointed out one way 
this is reflected in their lifestyles:  whenever we went into a 
Jewish or Christian area, the homes were well taken care of, 
the streets, clean and tidy – in the Muslim districts, the 
streets were filthy and garbage-ridden.  He explained, if you 
see mankind as lesser, lowly, insignificant, then why would 
you have any interest in caring for yourself or your property? 
This is why they have such a disregard for human dignity and 
life – why they kill one another so readily.  If you don’t see 
man as having an exalted dignity in Christ, that He loved us 
so much that He became one of us, then you can justify kill-
ing another Muslim from another sect. 
 

Someone asked recently, as we pondered the uniqueness of 
Christianity and the radical claims of Jesus in the Gospels:  
then how could someone believe in another religion?  Why 
wouldn’t they come to accept Jesus and Christianity?  Part of 
the answer lies in the fact that many people never reflect on 
why they believe what they believe.  This is true also of many 
Christians.  Many believers in Jesus could not tell you why 
they believe.  They too would most likely say, “Well, this is 
what my family passed on to me..”   
 

The other part of the answer lies in what Indira Gandhi said 
about Christianity.  She said:  “if all the Christians in India 
were like Mother Teresa, there would be not Hindus left in 
India.  The challenge of Advent is precisely this – while the 
world flies head-long into an orgy of spending and self-
indulgence, as Christians, we are called to give a different 
witness.  There is nothing wrong with buying and exchanging 
gifts, nothing wrong with putting up decorations or lights.  But 
is that all Christmas is about for us?  Is Christ the center of 
our celebrations, or only a cultural remnant?  Is this reflected 
in our personal lives and in our choices? 
 

I encourage us all to use this time of Advent to prepare our 

hearts for the Coming of the Lord. 
 

God bless,    Fr. Dennis 
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Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

 
MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life 

By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity 
School seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to proclaim the Gospel, re-

store all things in Him, strive to lead our students to the Truth for 
the betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come. 

 

Important Upcoming Dates: 
 

Tues., Dec. 5  Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Wed., Dec. 6  Advent Prayer Service @ 2:40 p.m. 
Fri., Dec.8  Mass @ 8:15 a.m.  
   (Immaculate Conception) 
Tues., Dec. 12  Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Wed., Dec. 13  Advent Prayer Service @ 2:40 p.m. 
 

Advent Prayer Service:  MHT School will be holding four 
Advent Prayer Services for the four weeks of Advent.  Par-
ents and other parishioners are always welcome to join us.  
The prayer services will take place in the Msgr. 
Koenigsknecht Hall.  The first one will be on Wednesday, 
December 6, at 2:40 p.m. 
 

What fuels us?  God made us: invented us as a man in-
vents an engine. A car is made to run on gasoline, and it 
would not run properly on anything else. Now God designed 
the human machine to run on Himself. He Himself is the 
fuel our spirits were designed to burn, or the food our spirits 
were designed to feed on. God cannot give us a happiness 
and peace apart from Himself, because it is not there. 
There is no such thing. – C.S. Lewis 

Director of Music Ministry 
Kayla Feldpausch - kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com 

Christmas Adult Choir: If you love singing Christmas mu-
sic but aren't able to be in choir all year, please join us for 
the Christmas season! Rehearsals will be on Wednesdays 
at 7:30 on 12/6, 12/13, and 12/20. The adult choir sings for 
the 9:00 PM Christmas Eve Mass, and if you can make it to 
even a couple of the rehearsals, we'd love to see you then! 
Feel free to email or show up, and I'll have binders ready.  
 

Children's Christmas Choir: If any students from 2nd-8th 
grade are interested in singing for the Christmas Eve 4:30 
Mass, even if they can't be in choir for the rest of the year, 
they are welcome to join for the season! Rehearsals will be 
Tuesdays 3:00-4:00 on 12/5, and 12/19. Let me know if 
you're interested at kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com  

 

Mass at Hazel Findlay 
 

On Thursday, December 21
st
 we will be cele-

brating Mass at Hazel Findlay nursing home.  
Please come out and join us.  All the resi-
dents really enjoy visitors and especially any-
one who comes to pray with them.  It’s a re-

minder to them that we haven’t forgotten them.  Mass be-
gins at 10:00 am. 
 

Any young people and adults who would like to sing at the 
Mass would be very welcome!  
 

Let’s make this Mass a special time for them! 

Make Someone’s Christmas  
a Little Brighter 

 

If you would like to send a Christmas greet-
ing to those that cannot be home this year, 
following is a list. If you know of anyone we 
have missed, please call the parish office 
and we will gladly add them to the list. 
 

Barbara Goerge:  Bickford Community As-
sisted Living, 6429 Earlington Ln., Lansing, MI  48917 
 

Francis Halfman: Laurels of Fulton, 4735 W Ranger Rd. 
Perrinton, MI 48871 
 

Regina Martin:  Hazel Findlay Country Manor, 1101 S. 
Scott Rd., St. Johns, MI  48879 
 

Genevieve Simon, Margaret Thelen (Claire) Therese 
Weber: Clinton Commons, 1105 S. Scott Rd., St. Johns, 
MI  48879 

Christmas Flowers 
 

If you wish to make a donation for Christmas 
flowers, please write your intentions or the 
names of the deceased you wish to pray for, 
and put this on an envelope and place your 
donation inside and mark the envelope 

“Christmas flowers.”  Please indicate whether the person is 
deceased or living.  We will put all the names in a book and 
place them on the altar of the Blessed Virgin and pray for 
them during the Christmas season.  

Advent Wreath at Home 
 

So many of our sacred feasts have been 
high-jacked and the trend doesn’t seem 
to be changing.  All the more reason, as 
Christians, we need to reverse the trend 
in our families and churches.  I encour-
age us all to purchase an Advent wreath 

and display it prominently in our homes; at the dining room 
table, somewhere where we can incorporate it into our daily 
and family prayer times. 

Card Shower for Barbara Goerge’s 
birthday on December 15th.  Please 
send cards to: 
 
     Bickford of Lansing 

                            Barbara Goerge, Room 100 
                  6429 Earlington Lane 

               Lansing, MI  48917 

mailto:kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com
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News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas  

Pregnancy and Infant Loss Support Group 
 

The first meeting for the pregnancy and infant loss support 
group of St. Mary’s Parish in Westphalia will be held on 
Wednesday, December 13

th
 at 7:00 PM in the parish office 

basement. This new ministry has been formed to offer 
Christ-centered support to parents. Anyone who has experi-
enced miscarriage, stillbirth, infant death, or infertility is wel-
come to attend. The meetings are open to all members of 
St. Mary’s Parish and surrounding communities. Any ques-
tions or concerns may be directed to Trina Anderson 517-
449-5110 or Dawn Cook 517-881-8572. 

Holiday Scrip 
 

With the Holidays fast approaching don’t forget to 
stock up on Scrip for the all you shopping 
needs.  Scrip gift cards make great gifts.  The last 
chance to order scrip for 2017 is Monday, 
Dec. 18

th
. From Dec. 21

st
 through Jan 1

st
, scrip that 

is kept on hand will be available in the parish office 
during regular business hours.  ScripNow and Re-
loads will still be available during Christmas 
break.  Below is a list of Scrip gift cards that are kept 
in stock and available for purchase in the school of-
fice.   
 

 Amazon ($25), American Eagle ($25), Applebees 
($25), Barnes & Noble ($10 & $25), Bath and Body 
Works ($10 & $25), Bed Bath Beyond ($25), Bob 
Evans ($10), Bravo ($25), Buffalo Wild Wings ($10 & 
$25), Burger King ($10), Claires ($10), Dick's Sport-
ing Goods ($25), Dunhams ($25), Exxon ($50), GFS 
($25 & $100), iTunes ($15), JCPenney ($25), Kohls 
($25 & $100), Logans ($25), Lowes ($25), Meijer's 
($25 & $100), Menards ($25), Michaels ($25), Out-
back Steak ($25), Red Lobster / Olive Garden ($25), 
PF Changs ($25), Panera ($10 & $25),  Red Robin 
($25), Schmitz Carwash ($5, $6, $7), Subway ($10 & 
$50), Taco Bell ($10), Target ($25 & $100), Texas 
Roadhouse ($25), Walgreens ($25), Walmart ($25, 
$100, $250), Wendy's ($10), Younkers ($25). 

Lunch with Santa 

Lunch with Santa sponsored by the Fowler 
Fire Department and area businesses will be 
held on Saturday, December 9th from 11:00-
1:00 at the Fowler Fire Department.  A dona-
tion of $3 (given to charity) gets a hot dog, 

bag of chips, pop & a cookie.  Drawings for bikes will also 
take place.  Anyone who would like to donate or would like 
more information, contact Laurie Platte at 593-3264. 

St. Nicholas Celebration 
 

Wednesday, December 6
th
 in the  

Activity Center from 6:30 till 7:30 pm. 
 

Fun, games, food, prizes and a  
special blessing with the myrrh of  

St. Nicholas 
 

Bakers please drop off any plain sugar cookies to the  
parish office anytime before the 6

th
.  Thank you! 

 
 
 
We wish to express our sincere thanks & gratitude for the 
healing prayers, beautiful cards & many wonderful acts of 
kindness shown to us, especially over the past few 
months.  Living in a community where people are so caring 
and are so willing to give a helping hand is a great bless-
ing.  Thank you!   
 

Frank & Kay Hufnagel 
 

****************************************************************** 
The family of Marian Halfman would like to express our 
sincere gratitude to everyone for your prayers, cards, food, 
thoughts, and visits during Mom’s illness, stay at Hazel 
Findlay and Mom’s passing.  Our gratitude goes out to Ha-
zel Findlay for their wonderful, compassionate care of 
Mom, especially the activities department, as there was 
always something going on and Mom enjoyed that very 
much.  Thank you, Father Dennis, for your visits with Mom 
and for the beautiful funeral Mass and homily.  Thank you 
also to Rosie VanElls and the choir for the wonderful mu-
sic, Vicki Wieber and her kitchen help as well as those who 
brought food in for the scrumptious funeral dinner.  Thank 
you to everyone who donated in Mom’s name to MHT Par-
ish, Educational Trust Fund, Hazel Findlay, and for Mass-
es.  Your kindness during this difficult and sorrowful time is 
so very much appreciated. 
 
****************************************************************** 
There is no sufficient way to express the gratitude our fam-
ily has for the outpouring of love, prayers and support that 
was extended to us during our Mother’s illness and at the 
time of her death.  There are so many people to thank and 
you know who you are.  The visits, cards, food, donations, 
and kind words have been a source of comfort and nour-
ishment for all of us.  As a token of thanks we will have a 
Mass of Thanksgiving offered for all of you.  Please contin-
ue to pray for our Mother’s soul, and for our Family. 
 

The Family of Mary Ann Smith 
Dan, Mike, Larry and Mary Smith,  

Karen and Mike Pung  

The Catholic Order of Foresters youth 
will be having a drive to collect desperate-
ly needed items at The Foster Closet of 
Clinton County this holiday season. There 
will be boxes at the entrance of MHT 
school and the main entrance of the 
Church until Thursday, Dec. 7th. They 
could use Blankets, Pillows, Disposable 

diapers and wipes, Children’s pajamas: 2T- size 10, and 
backpacks or suitcases (gently used or new).  

Weekend Retreat for Men- January 19-21, 2018 
 

There will be a weekend retreat for men at the St. Francis 
Retreat Center in Dewitt.  The “Entering the Heart of 
God” retreat will take place on January 19-21st.  Please 
call Neil Feldpausch at 593-3543, Dean Schrauben at 989-
640-0341, or the St. Francis Retreat Center at 517-669-
8321 to register.  Registration is also available on-line at 
www.stfrancis.ws 



Office Phone:  989-593-2162 Page  5 Website:  mhtparish.com 

Monday - December 4 
     7:00 p.m. + Jeff Wieber & Living & Deceased Members 
  of the Family 
Tuesday - December 5 
     8:15 a.m. + Tammy Fox & Gunner Thelen 
Wednesday - December 6 
     6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations   
     7:00 p.m. + Clem & Thelma Rademacher & Living &  
  Deceased Members of the Family 
Thursday - December 7 - Vigil Mass of the Immaculate 
  Conception - Holy Day of Obligation 
     7:00 p.m.  + Conner Whitford 
 Friday - December 8 - Feast of Immaculate Conception 
                                        Holy Day of Obligation 
     8:15 a.m. + Mary Klein & Living & Deceased Members 
  of the Family 
Saturday - December 9 
     8:15 a.m. + Marian Halfman 
     4:30 p.m. + Ivan & Thomas Fink & Living & Deceased 
  Members of the Family 
Sunday - December 10 
    8:30 a.m. + Julius A. Thelen Including Angela & Living 
  & Deceased Members of the Family 
   10:30 a.m.   People of the Parish 

Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, December 9 & 10 
4:30 p.m. -Tony Schafer, Jerome R. Thelen, Lonnie 
Schueller, Volunteer 
8:30 a.m. - Tim Koenigsknecht, Paul Pung, Ryan Pung, Kurt 
Koenigsknecht 
10:30 a.m.-  Dan Pung, Duane Pung, Volunteers 

Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, December 9 & 10 
4:30 p.m. - Brooke & Emily Epkey, Chloe Hyland, Volunteer 
8:30 a.m. - Ben & Jack Schafer, Drew Armbrustmacher, 
Brycen Halfmann 
10:30 a.m. - Christi, Mary & Augustine Spitzley, Tony 
Piggott 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Regina Martin, 
Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, 
Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa 
Schulte, Theresa Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward 
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Julie 
Wieber Schafer, Irene (Luttig) Weber, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, 
Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, 
Scott Kus, Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Gregg Platte,  Frank 
Hufnagel, Norman Goerge, Lynda Esch, Jim O. 
Koenigsknecht, Mindy Simon, Janet Armbrustmacher 
(Allan), Marie Weber, Jenine Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, 
Josiah Ledger, Adam Pohl, Jordy Wohlscheid, Sharon 
Becker, Jennifer Grace Schrauben, Janet Simon, Dale 
Young, Erwin Pline and a special intention. 
 

Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can 
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

Mass Servers During This Week 
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Zoe & Trinity Kramer 
Tues., 8:15 a.m.- MHT School Volunteers 
Wed., 7:00 p.m. - Faith Phillips, Savanah Martin, Nate & 
Kate Spicer 
Thur., 7:00 p.m. - Jena, Nick, Grace & Rachel Epkey 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School Volunteers 
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - Braeden & Carly Andros, Taryn Schmitz 

Readings for the Week of December 3, 2017 
 

Monday Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalms 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-
 7, 8-9; Matthew 8:5-11 
Tuesday Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalms 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; 
 Luke 10:21-24 
Wednesday Isaiah 25:6-10a; Psalms 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; 
 Matthew 15:29-37 
Thursday Isaiah 26:1-6; Psalms 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 
 25-27a;Matthew 7:21, 24-27 
Friday Genesis 3:9-15, 20; Psalms 98: 1, 2-3ab,  
 3cd-4; Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12; Luke 1:26-38 
Saturday Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26; Psalms 147:1-2, 3-4, 
 5-6; Matthew 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 

 

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to 
pray for each of us, may we use the Advent 
season as a time of spiritual renewal and growth 
in our love for Christ  

 
 

 
 

 

Second Publication:  Kent Weber & Marissa Becker 

Ushers for Feast of Immaculate Conception:  
Wednesday, December 7, 7:00 p.m. Vigil - Dean Platte, 
Gregg Platte, Nick Platte, Adam Platte 
Thursday, Dec 8, 8:15 am - Stan Weber, Gene Messer, 
Leon Schneider, Brian Thelen 

 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

November 25 & 26 Collection.………………....$12,785.74 
 

Special Collections 
Newspapers…………………………………………….  28.00 
Solemnity of Mary……………………………………..    5.00 
Cemetery………………………………………………..   75.00 
Campaign for Human Development………………….10.00 
Worldwide Evangelization……………………………..15.00 
Capital Improvements………………………………….10.00 
First Offering…………………………………………….. 5.00 
Retirement Fund…………………………………………10.00 
Immaculate Conception…………………………………5.00 
Christmas Offering…………………………………… 10.00 
Christmas Flowers……………………………………..  5.00 


