
 

Most Holy Trinity        Second Sunday of Advent         December 10, 2017 

Congratulations to the second grade students who made 
their First Reconciliation on Sunday, December 3rd 
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This week, I have asked Kayla Feldpausch  to share with 
us.   God Bless,  Fr. Dennis 

 

Opportunities to grow in holiness:   
Advent/Christmas  2017 

 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
At Most Holy Trinity 

 

Saturday, December 16
th

 from 3 - 4 p.m. 
 

School and Religious Ed Class Confessions: 
Tuesday, December 19

th
 from 9:00 a.m. - 12 noon 
 

General Confessions:  
Tuesday, December 19 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

*Please note there will be NO confessions on  
Saturday, December 23

rd 

 

Also offered: 
 

Regional Penance Service at St. Gerard’s Parish,  
Lansing from 2:00 pm. till finished, December 17 

 

Liturgies and Special Celebrations  
 

December 12
..
….Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe   

    Patroness of All the Americas 
   Advent Cantata in the Church 7:00 pm.  

 

December 23…...Saturday Masses 
    4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
   *There will be NO confessions on  
    December 23

rd
   

 

Christmas Eve….December 24th, Fourth Sunday of Advent 
    Masses at 9:00 a.m, 4:30 p.m., 7:00 p.m. 
    and 9:00 p.m. 
 

December 25
..
….Christmas Day  

    Mass at 9:00 a.m. 
 

December 30/31..Feast of the Holy Family  
    Masses:  Saturday 4:30 p.m. 
    Sunday 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
 

January 1
..
 ……..Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God 

    Mass at 8:15 am.  
  *This year the feast has been abrogated

         and is NOT a holy day of obligation 
 

January 6/7……..Feast of the Epiphany Masses:    
    Saturday 4:30 p.m. 
    Sunday 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 

 

January 8……….Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 

“Singing is for the one who loves.” Saint Au-
gustine’s words encompass the essence of 
music and its profound simplicity as part of 
the Mass. Song rises from a desire to ex-
press something, and there’s a lot to ex-
press in the Liturgy. It’s where God makes 
present the great mystery of Divine love: the 
Eucharist. Music is a sign of God’s love for 
us and of our love for Him.   
 

I’ll be the first to admit that I don’t always sing out of love for 
God. We all know how easy it is to let ourselves mouth the 
words to hymns we’ve had memorized since childhood, and 
as someone whose entire ministry revolves around prepar-
ing the music for Mass, the problem becomes larger. I can’t 
tell you how many times I’ve realized halfway through the 
Gloria that I’m still playing the music, but I have no idea how 
I got there, kind of like when you’re driving and you realize 
suddenly that you’re turning into your driveway but don’t 
remember the rest of the drive at all. (Just me?) In fact, at 
Christmas last year, I straight-up forgot to play the third 
verse of the Gloria! Talk about embarrassing.  
 

I know intellectually how important music is to the Mass. I 
know that it expresses our community, the sacramental 
presence of God to His people, how it can strengthen the 
faith of the congregation and foster prayer. Music has the 
power to draw people deeper into prayer and proclaim 
Christ’s presence powerfully. But even with that knowledge, 
it’s hard to drum up the actual emotion of love for God 
through music on my own. In fact, I can’t do it.  
 

As crazy stressful as the Advent and Christmas season can 
be for me with this job, I absolutely love it because in many 
ways, the season forces me to slow down and re-encounter 
the Lord who I began to sing for in the first place. I had the 
joy of being able to lead music for adoration at the high 
school retreat this past weekend, but getting to that retreat 
in the first place was a nightmare. I had a fever last week, 
5000 things to do to make sure all the musicians were ready 
for the music changes for Advent, and tons of prep work to 
do for upcoming events. But the Lord showed up and re-
newed me over the weekend in a way that a weekend alone 
never could have because as I played and sang before Him 
in adoration, he showered me with His love, and I felt the 
peace and love that only comes through Grace.  
 

With that grace as my foundation, I’ve been asking the Lord 
to help make this advent and all the parish events I’m help-
ing with to be ways for me and all those participating to en-
counter His love. I’m particularly excited for an event this 
Tuesday, December 12 at 7:00 called “Come Light our 
Hearts,” which will feature an hour of scripture readings and 
music from each of MHT’s choirs.  
 

The program has 9 readings which recount the Fall, the 
promise of a Messiah, and the Incarnation, each followed by 
a song for reflection. I love moments like this that allow me 
to step back and see God’s plan through salvation history. 
It’s similar to being stuck in circumstances where we don’t 
understand what’s going on or why someone’s acting a cer-
tain way, but later we heard the story behind the situation 
and everything made sense. It’s so much easier to be pa-
tient with a person or situation when you have an under-
standing of who they are and why things happened as they 

did. I often need that perspective because when I’m feeling 
burnt out or frustrated with the Lord, it helps me to step 
back and see his faithfulness both throughout salvation his-
tory and throughout my own life.  
 

Seasons like Advent and Christmas, if I hand them over to 
the Lord and ask for His healing, help bring the the music I 
sing back to being a song of love instead of a repetitive 
task. I want to encourage you to allow the Lord to renew 
you in that way as well. Whether you come to “Come Light 
our Hearts” this week, sing in the adult choir for 9PM Christ-
mas Eve Mass (there’s still time if you’re interested!), or 
simply sing at Mass as a part of the congregation, I pray 
that Christ’s love would move in your hearts. 
 

God bless,  Kayla 
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Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

 

MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life 
By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity 
School seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to proclaim the Gospel, re-

store all things in Him, strive to lead our students to the Truth for 
the betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come. 

 

Important Upcoming Dates: 
Tues., Dec. 12  Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Wed., Dec. 13  Advent Prayer Service @ 2:40 p.m. 
Mon., Dec. 18  Advent Prayer Service @ 8:05 a.m. 
Tuesday, Dec.19 Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Wed., Dec. 20  Advent Prayer Service 
Wed., Dec. 20  Christmas Break begins @ 3:00 
pm 
 

Advent Prayer Service:  MHT School will be holding four 
Advent Prayer Services for the four weeks of Advent.  Par-
ents and other parishioners are always welcome to join us.  
The prayer services will take place in the Msgr. 
Koenigsknecht Hall.  The second one will be on Wednes-
day, December 13, at 2:40 p.m. 
 

Thank You:  A big thank you to Therese Andros, Katie 
Halfmann and Stacey Riley for organizing and chairing our 
hospitality for our recent accreditation visit.  Also, thank you 
to all of the parents for bringing in all of the items needed 
for the breakfasts and lunches during those two days.   
 

Advent:  This Advent we look to the Wise Men to teach us 
where to focus our attention.  We set our sights on things 
above, where God is.  We draw closer to Jesus…When our 
Advent journey ends, and we reach the place where Jesus 
resides in Bethlehem, may we, like the Wise Men, fall on 
our knees and adore him as our true and only King. – Mark 
Zimmerman 

Director of Music Ministry 
Kayla Feldpausch - kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com 

Children's Choir: No rehearsal 12/12, but don't forget 
about the Christmas Cantata that night at 7:00! Students 
should arrive by 6:45. Next rehearsal 12/19 at 3:00.  
 

Adult Choir: There's still time to join us for 9:00 PM Christ-
mas Eve Mass! Simply show up to rehearsal on Wednes-
days at 7:30 PM or email kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com  

 

Mass at Hazel Findlay 
 

On Thursday, December 21
st

 we will 
be celebrating Mass at Hazel Findlay 
nursing home.  Please come out and 
join us.  All the residents really enjoy 

visitors and especially anyone who comes to 
pray with them.  It’s a reminder to them that we 
haven’t forgotten them.  Mass begins at 10:00 
am. 
 

Any young people and adults who would like to 
sing at the Mass would be very welcome!  
 

Let’s make this Mass a special time for them! 

Christmas Flowers 
 

If you wish to make a donation for Christmas 
flowers, please write your intentions or the 
names of the deceased you wish to pray for, 
and put this on an envelope and place your 
donation inside and mark the envelope 

“Christmas flowers.”  Please indicate whether the person is 
deceased or living.  We will put all the names in a book and 
place them on the altar of the Blessed Virgin and pray for 
them during the Christmas season.  

 

Advent Giving Tree 
 

A reminder that our gifts for the Advent Giv-
ing Tree need to be in church no later than 
this Sunday, December 10

th
  

 
Early Bulletin Deadlines 

 

With Christmas and New 
Year’s approaching we have 
the following early bulletin 
deadlines: 
 

Please submit your December 
24 bulletin items by 8:00am 
Friday, December 15. 
 

Please submit your December 
31 bulletin items by 8:00am on 
Friday December 22 

 

Please come and celebrate with us as the children's 
choir, youth band, adult contemporary group, and 

adult choir present this Christmas Cantana.  
 

There will be a program of nine readings outlining 
salvation history from Creation through the Nativi-

ty with a song as a meditation for each reading. 

 

mailto:kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com
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News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas  

 

Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it  
possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish. 

 
Wirth & Fedewa 

Pregnancy and Infant Loss Support Group 
 

The first meeting for the pregnancy and infant loss support 
group of St. Mary’s Parish in Westphalia will be held on 
Wednesday, December 13

th
 at 7:00 PM in the parish office 

basement. This new ministry has been formed to offer 
Christ-centered support to parents. Anyone who has experi-
enced miscarriage, stillbirth, infant death, or infertility is wel-
come to attend. The meetings are open to all members of 
St. Mary’s Parish and surrounding communities. Any ques-
tions or concerns may be directed to Trina Anderson 517-
449-5110 or Dawn Cook 517-881-8572. 

Holiday Scrip 
 

With the Holidays fast approaching don’t forget to 
stock up on Scrip for the all you shopping 
needs.  Scrip gift cards make great gifts.  The last 
chance to order scrip for 2017 is Monday, 
Dec. 18

th
. From Dec. 21

st
 through Jan 1

st
, scrip that 

is kept on hand will be available in the parish office 
during regular business hours.  ScripNow and Re-
loads will still be available during Christmas 
break.  Below is a list of Scrip gift cards that are kept 
in stock and available for purchase in the school of-
fice.   
 

 Amazon ($25), American Eagle ($25), Applebees 
($25), Barnes & Noble ($10 & $25), Bath and Body 
Works ($10 & $25), Bed Bath Beyond ($25), Bob 
Evans ($10), Bravo ($25), Buffalo Wild Wings ($10 & 
$25), Burger King ($10), Claires ($10), Dick's Sport-
ing Goods ($25), Dunhams ($25), Exxon ($50), GFS 
($25 & $100), iTunes ($15), JCPenney ($25), Kohls 
($25 & $100), Logans ($25), Lowes ($25), Meijer's 
($25 & $100), Menards ($25), Michaels ($25), Out-
back Steak ($25), Red Lobster / Olive Garden ($25), 
PF Changs ($25), Panera ($10 & $25),  Red Robin 
($25), Schmitz Carwash ($5, $6, $7), Subway ($10 & 
$50), Taco Bell ($10), Target ($25 & $100), Texas 
Roadhouse ($25), Walgreens ($25), Walmart ($25, 
$100, $250), Wendy's ($10), Younkers ($25). 

Make Someone’s Christmas  
a Little Brighter 

 

If you would like to send a Christmas greet-
ing to those that cannot be home this year, 
following is a list. If you know of anyone we 
have missed, please call the parish office 
and we will gladly add them to the list. 
 

Barbara Goerge:  Bickford Community 
Assisted Living, 6429 Earlington Ln., Lansing, MI  48917 
 

Francis Halfman: Laurels of Fulton, 4735 W Ranger Rd. 
Perrinton, MI 48871 
 

Regina Martin:  Hazel Findlay Country Manor, 1101 S. 
Scott Rd., St. Johns, MI  48879 
 

Genevieve Simon, Margaret Thelen (Claire) Therese 
Weber: Clinton Commons, 1105 S. Scott Rd., St. Johns, 
MI  48879 

Weekend Retreat for Men- January 19-21, 2018 
 

There will be a weekend retreat for men at the St. Francis 
Retreat Center in Dewitt.  The “Entering the Heart of 
God” retreat will take place on January 19-21st.  Please 
call Neil Feldpausch at 593-3543, Dean Schrauben at 989-
640-0341, or the St. Francis Retreat Center at 517-669-
8321 to register.  Registration is also available on-line at 
www.stfrancis.ws 

MHT Educational Trust Fund 
 

As we near the end of 2017, please consider donating 
cash, appreciated stock or mutual funds to the Most Holy 
Trinity Educational Trust Fund.  Donations not only provide 
potential tax benefits to you, but all gifts to the ETF invest 
in our students, our mission, and our future.  The ETF 
serves the educational programs of the parish, including 
the MHT school, religious education, youth ministry, RCIA, 
adult retreats, and more.  Donations can be mailed or deliv-
ered to the parish office at 545 N. Maple St., Fowler, MI 
48835 or can be made online at http://www.mhtparish.com/
educational-trust-fund.html. 

Knights of Columbus Christmas Party 
 

The Knights of Columbus will be having their 
Christmas Party on Saturday, January 6

th
 at 

6:00 pm at the Fowler Hall on Main Street.  All 
members and their families are invited to at-
tend.  The council will provide meat, potatoes, 

and place settings.  We ask everyone to bring a dish to 
pass.  Please contact Paul Horak if you are able to attend 
with a count for your family – pvhorak@hotmail.com, 517-
281-8838. 

 
 
Thank you to Diane Kohagen for 
your many years of service to 
Most Holy Trinity taking care of 
our altar linens! 
 
 
 

If anyone is willing to help in this area, please contact the 
parish office.  There is a paid stipend with this position. 

Keep Christ in Christmas 
 

The Fowler Knights of Columbus will 
again be having a Keep Christ in 
Christmas drive this year. There will 
be yard signs and car magnets availa-
ble for $5 each until they are sold out. 
For those who would like to purchase 

a sign and/or a magnet, there will be some available in the 
parish office. God bless! 

http://www.mhtparish.com/educational-trust-fund.html
http://www.mhtparish.com/educational-trust-fund.html
mailto:pvhorak@hotmail.com


Office Phone:  989-593-2162 Page  5 Website:  mhtparish.com 

Monday - December 11 
     7:00 p.m. + Carl Koenigsknecht, Including Cindy &  
  Living & Deceased Members of the Family 
Tuesday - December 12 
     8:15 a.m. + Donna (Pung) White 
Wednesday - December 13 
     6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations   
     7:00 p.m. + Troy Miller 
Thursday - December 14 
     8:15 a.m.+ Marie Simon, Including Gilbert & Living & 
  Deceased Members of the Family 
Friday - December 15 
     8:15 a.m. + Richard Schueller, Including Joe Schueller 
Saturday - December 16 
     8:15 a.m. + Louis & Matilda Schafer Living & Deceased 
  Members of the Family 
     1:00 p.m. Wedding of Kent Weber & Marissa  
  Becker 
     4:30 p.m. + Philip Simon 
Sunday - December 17 
    8:30 a.m. + Donna Piggott & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 
   10:30 a.m.   People of the Parish 

Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, December 16 & 17 
4:30 p.m. -Larry Jandernoa, Gerry Arens, Craig Arens, 
Volunteer 
8:30 a.m. - Jerome Spitzley, John Hufnagel, Kurt Thelen, 
Volunteer 
10:30 a.m.-  Don Martin, Chris Conner, Steve Spitzley, John 
Rademacher 

Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, December 16 & 17 
4:30 p.m. - Collin & Olivia Feldpausch, Holly Schmitz, 
Volunteer 
8:30 a.m. - Jena, Nick, Grace & Rachel Epkey 
10:30 a.m. - McKenzie, Josie & Cooper Koenigsknecht, 
Hudson Phillips 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Regina Martin, 
Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, 
Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa 
Schulte, Theresa Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward 
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Julie 
Wieber Schafer, Irene (Luttig) Weber, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, 
Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, 
Scott Kus, Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Gregg Platte,  Frank 
Hufnagel, Norman Goerge, Lynda Esch, Jim O. 
Koenigsknecht, Mindy Simon, Janet Armbrustmacher 
(Allan), Marie Weber, Jenine Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, 
Josiah Ledger, Adam Pohl, Jordy Wohlscheid, Sharon 
Becker, Jennifer Grace Schrauben, Janet Simon, Dale 
Young, Erwin Pline, Brent Baese and a special intention. 
 

Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can 
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

Mass Servers During This Week 
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Alayna Vandegriff, Nolan Simon, Megan 
Hufnagel 
Tues., 8:15 a.m.- MHT School 
Wed., 7:00 p.m. - Roman & Nickolai Schafer, Olivia & Isaac 
Thelen 
Thurs., 8:15 a.m.- Adult Volunteer 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer 
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - Alexander Warnke, Taylor Weber, 
Elizabeth Epkey 

Readings for the Week of December 10, 2017 
 

Monday Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalms 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 
 13-14; Luke 5:17-26 
Tuesday Zechariah 2:14-17 or Revelation 11:19a; 12:1
 -6a, 10ab; Jude 13:18bcde, 19; Luke 1:26-38 
 or Luke 1:39-47 
Wednesday Isaiah 40:25-31; Psalms 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 
 10; Matthew 11:28-30 
Thursday Isaiah 41:13-20; Psalms 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 
 12-13ab; Matthew 11:11-15 
Friday Isaiah 48:17-19; Psalms 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; 
 Matthew 11:16-19 
Saturday Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11; Psalms 80:2ac and 3b, 
 15-16, 18-19; Matthew 17:9a, 10-13 

December 10, 2017 
 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
 

Parish Office Hours 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm 
 

To Contact Us: 
Parish Office:               593-2162 
Fax:                               593-2171 

E-Mail:     office@mhtparish.com 
Website:              mhtparish.com 

 

MHT School - 593-2616 

 

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is 
to pray for  those who have strayed from the 
faith.  May the joy of this Advent bring them 
closer to our loving God. 

 
 

 
 
Third Publication:  Kent Weber & Marissa Becker 

 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

December 2 & 3 Collection....………………..... $14,097.26 
 

Special Collections 
Cemetery………………………………………………..   50.00 
Immaculate Conception…………………………….… 37.00 
Christmas Offering…………………………………..… 10.00 
Christmas Flowers…………………………………...  437.00 
MHT School…………………………………………..   250.00 
Retirement……………………………………………..    40.00 
 

Monthly Finance Report for November 
 

Sunday Collection - All Sources……………….$51,597.00 
Sunday Collections - Year to Date…………...$268,451.93 
Sunday Collections - FY 17 Budget………....$668,000.00 
Percentage Collected Through November - 40.19% 


