
December 11, 2016 
Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 

Parish Office Hours 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm 
To Contact Us: 

Parish Office:               593-2162 
Fax:                                593-2171 
E-Mail:     office@mhtparish.com 
Website:              mhtparish.com 

Most Holy Trinity School: 593-2616 

This week, I have asked Aubrey Feldpausch to share with 
us. 
 

God Bless,      Fr. Dennis 
 Third Sunday 
 

Of Advent 

St. John the Baptist, the forerunner, pray for us! 
 

Notice something odd in this icon of St. John the Baptist?  
Yes, he has wings.  But why does he have wings?  
 

In the Eastern tradition the fathers of the church wrote that 
St. John was  Christ’s forerunner, sent by God to announce 
the coming of the Messiah, as we hear in the Gospel today.  
So in some paintings St. John the Baptist is portrayed with 
wings, like an angel, as a messenger.   
 

But what is interesting, not dogmatic but a spiritual interpre-
tation of the fathers, that when he died, he went to Hades, 
the place of the righteous who could not yet enter heaven 
because the resurrection had not yet taken place,  while he 
was there he preached the message of repentance. Just 
like he did on earth.   The message of the Gospel was so 
embedded in his being, that even after death, he could not 
but help proclaim the Christ, the Messiah.  Even if it’s only 
an oral tradition, not found in the Scriptures, it’s an awe-
some thought. 
 

May this Advent season find you in His Peace.     Fr. Dennis  

“Use the gifts you have re-
ceived, and pass on the love 
that has been given to you.”  
-Saint Therese of Lisieux 
 

Another name for the gifts we 
receive at our Baptism, that 
are matured in us as we grow 
in our spiritual lives, are char-
isms. These gifts can be ex-
traordinary, like healing or 
prophesy, or humble, like mer-
cy or hospitality. God is excit-
ed for us to serve the Church 
and help others come to Him 

while using the charisms that He has set apart specifi-
cally for each person. Because of just a few people in 
my life using their charisms as God intended, I was 
able to discern my own. 
 

I was introduced to the different charisms when I was 
a senior in high school. It was during a time in my life 
where I was really beginning to deepen my relation-
ship with God and was seeking out prayers and wis-
dom from my parish priest. I had the opportunity to be 
prayed over by him, and each time I was amazed by 
the wisdom and understanding he had about my 
struggles. There was no doubt that the words he was 
speaking to me were God’s, since they revealed truth 
about my own life that nobody else would have 
known. His willingness to do God’s Will through inter-
cessory prayer played a large role in my conversion.  
 

Having a priest use His charisms, such as intercesso-
ry prayer and wisdom, in which The Holy Spirit worked 
through him, seemed to be exactly what I needed in 
order to take that next step in growing deeper in my 
love for Christ. However, I thought it was too bad that 
God could only work through priests to accomplish 
these tasks. It was not long after that I attended a re-
treat in which I was prayed over again, but this time by 
a girl who was a lay person and actually a good friend. 
I will never forget the way God used her as an instru-
ment in order to bring me peace of mind and confirm 
His everlasting love for me. I had no idea that God 
wished to bestow certain spiritual gifts on every one of 
His children, not just those with specific vocations. I 
felt a strong desire to seek out what God had prom-
ised for me if I am just willing to receive.  
 

My discernment to see what charisms God gave me at 
my Baptism, and wished to mature in me,  has not al-
ways been an easy one. I jumped in head first after 
that retreat, and took big leaps in the right direction 
through prayer and silent reflection, along with actually 
putting myself out there and using the gifts. In the be-
ginning, I was surprised how easy it was to discern 
these gifts. I was always willing to pray over others to 
see if I had the charism of intercessory prayer, since 
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Opportunities to Grow in Holiness  
Advent  2016 

 

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Patroness of the Americas 

Monday, December 12
th

  
Special Bilingual celebration (Mass in English and Spanish) 

 

Confession times during Advent  
Confessions every Saturday from 3:00 till 4:30 pm. 

 

Parish Reconciliation Service 
St. Mary’s Westphalia   

Monday, December 12
th
 7:00 pm. 

 

The Holy Season of Christmas 
Saturday, December 24

th
 Vigil Masses 

4:30 pm. 
7:00 pm. 

10:00 pm. 
Sunday, December 25

th
  Christmas Day 

9:00 am. 

 

 

Early Bulletin Deadlines 
 

With Christmas and New Year’s approaching 
we have the following early bulletin dead-
lines: 
 

Please submit your December 18 bulletin by 
8:00am Monday, December 12. 
 

Please submit your December 25 bulletin by 
8:00am on Monday, December 19. 
 

Please submit your January 1 bulletin by 
8:00am on Monday, December 26. 

Regional  
Reconciliation Service 

 

St. Gerard’s parish in Lansing 
Sunday, December 11

th
 at 2 pm. 

There will be many Priests  
from all over the region  
to hear your confession. 

that was one I was most familiar with, but it didn’t take 
long before fear started to creep its way into my heart.  
 

I began to buy into different lies that I was too sinful to 
be used by God, or that if I used different charisms 
God would end up calling me to be a nun and live far 
away from home, or even being jealous of other’s 
charisms. I always feared that I was doing more harm 
than good, so I stopped actively discerning. I can’t 
help but think of “The Parable of The Talents” as I re-
flect on this time of my life. In this parable, Christ tells 
the story of a man entrusting to his three servants dif-
ferent amounts of talents (coins) before he left for his 
journey. Once he returned, we see that 2 out of the 3 
used their talents for good and had even more once 
their master returned, which brought their master 
great joy and he entrusted them with more on top of 
that. Whereas, the third servant approached him and 
said, “Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping 
where you did not sow, and gathering where you did 
not winnow so I was afraid, and I went and hid your 
talents in the ground…”  
 

I was certainly acting as the third servant. The third 
servant was afraid of his master, where he might call 
him, or what might happen if he makes a bad decision 
in where he invests, and even what would come of 
him if he used these gifts. We can even see where he 
might have been jealous of the two others that were 
entrusted with more and, feeling inadequate from the 
start, decided to bury his talents instead. I have once 
heard it said that it can become much easier to use 
our spiritual gifts once we come to the realization that 
they are not for us. Charisms are not about what we 
can do with them, but what The Holy Spirit can do 
through us.  
 

I was able to attend the “Called and Gifted Workshop” 
last summer at the diocese, and it rekindled in me the 
desire I had for knowing my own charisms. However, 
this time I feel more excited about what God is going 
to do and have less of a focus on what I could do. The 
workshop helped me understand the workings of The 
Holy Spirit and the limitless amount of opportunities 
we have to praise Him and help others with the char-
isms He wants to give us.  All glory to God for giving 
us the opportunity to serve Him and build up His King-
dom, flawed as we are!  
 

I am thrilled about the upcoming “Called and Gifted 
Workshop” Most Holy Trinity will be hosting January 
13th-14th. The Holy Spirit has been working wonders 
through His people since the days of The Bible. He is 
as constant as the stars and the same God who can 
allow His disciples to speak in different tongues, in His 
name, has not changed. He desires to work wonders 
through each one of us if we let Him. I invite you to 
join me at this workshop as we learn more about our-
selves through the charisms our Creator bestowed on 
us at our Baptism.  

From Aubrey Continued . . . 



Office Phone:  989-593-2162 Page  3 Website:  mhtparish.com 

Director of Evangelization & Faith Formation 
Andrea Schneider - adultfaithmht@gmail.com 

Director of Youth Ministry 
Corey Luna - mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.  

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

 MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life 
Important Upcoming Dates: 
Monday, December 12  Advent Prayer Service @ 
    2:40 
Monday, December 12  Art Club after school until 
    4:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, December 13  Mass @ 8:15 a.m./School 
    Confessions  
Monday, December 19  Advent Prayer Service @ 
    2:40 
Tuesday, December 20  Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Wednesday, December 21 Las Posadas and  
    Christmas Celebrations 
Thursday, December 22  Christmas Break begins 
Tuesday, January 3  School Resumes 

 

Open Invitation:  Parents and other guests are always 
welcome to join us for our spiritual activities, including Mass 
and prayer services.  Our next events will be our next 
Advent Prayer Service on Monday, December 5, at 2:30 in 
the Church and Mass on Thursday, December 8 (Feast of 
Immaculate Conception – Holy Day of Obligation) at 8:15 
a.m. 
 

Las Posadas:  On the morning of Wednesday, December 
21, MHT School will be celebrating Las Posadas.  Students 
will be invited to participate in a parade following Joseph 
and Mary’s journey to Bethlehem for Jesus’ birth. The 
celebration will conclude with a piñata.  More information 
will be coming home.  
 

Christmas Celebrations: We will be celebrating Christmas 
with the students with a wonderful holiday lunch provided by 
our parents, which will be followed by old-fashioned 
Christmas movies and snacks in the afternoon. 
 

Contentment and Joy:  As you go through the activities of 
your day, notice the times when you feel contentment and 
joy. If you find yourself feeling stressed and surrounded by 
chaos, take a few deep breaths and bring your attention 
back to Jesus. Remind yourself that he is the reason for all 
of this seasonal activity. - from The Joy of Advent 

News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas  

Director of Music Ministry 
Kayla Feldpausch - kayla.mhtmusic@gmail.com 

Middle School Youth Group: Meeting will be on Decem-
ber 15th from after school until 4:15pm in the Youth Center. 
 

Steubenville registration is now open!!! We will be going 
to Main Campus 2, which will be June 23-25. We have 112 
spots this year and I would love to see all of them filled! A 
link for the form will be available on the parish website.  

Holiday Scrip 
 

With the Holidays fast approaching, don’t forget to 
stock up on Scrip for  all your shopping needs.  Scrip 
gift cards make great gifts. The last chance to or-
der scrip for 2016 is Monday, Dec.  19

th
. From 

Dec. 22
st

 through Jan 2
nd

, the Scrip that is kept 
on hand will be available in the parish office dur-
ing regular business hours.  ScripNow and Re-
loads will still be available during Christmas 
break.  Please contact the school if you would like 
more information about these convenient options 
that are available.   

Called and Gifted Workshop:  Most Holy Trinity is hosting 
a Called and Gifted Workshop. This program, designed by 
Sherry Weddell, one of the speakers at the assembly, helps 
people to identify the charisms, or gifts that each of us re-
ceives at Baptism.  You can register for this event by going 
to our website or using this link: http://www.eventbee.com/v/
dioceseoflansing48933/event?eid=178844594 
 

Consoling the Heart of Jesus:  33 Days to Morning Glo-
ry  led us to the Immaculate Heart of Mary in Stage One, 
Part I. In Part II, Consoling the Heart of Jesus, we will learn 
about God's infinite mercy and how we can give Him joy, 
consoling His heart, by accepting His love and trusting in 
Him completely. We'll discover how suffering can actually 
help us grow spiritually closer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
Go to our website to register or contact Andrea Schneider 
at adultfaithmht@gmail.com 

Keep Christ in Christmas 
 

The Fowler Knights of Columbus will 
again be having a Keep Christ in 
Christmas drive this year. There will be 
signs and magnets available for $5 
each until they are sold out. For those 
who would like to purchase a sign and/

or a magnet but did not get one after the weekend Masses 
of Dec. 3

rd
 and 4

th
, there will be some available in the parish 

office. God bless! 

There will be children's choir rehearsals on Dec. 13, and 20 
from 3:10-4:00 as well as an additional rehearsal on De-
cember 22 from 3:00-4:30 to prepare for the 4:30 Christ-
mas Eve Mass.  

mailto:mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com
https://shop.franciscanmedia.org/products/the-joy-of-advent-daily-reflections-from-pope-francis
http://www.eventbee.com/v/dioceseoflansing48933/event?eid=178844594
http://www.eventbee.com/v/dioceseoflansing48933/event?eid=178844594
mailto:adultfaithmht@gmail.com
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Pregnancy Services Invites You to: 
 

A Sanctity of Life Luncheon 
 

“Battle Cry for Babies” 
 

MSU Kellogg Center, East Lansing 
 

Sunday, January 22, 2017 
 

1:00 - 3:00 pm (Seating at 12:30) 
 

Special Pro-Life Speaker - Scott Klusendorf 

 

Tickets:  $35.00     Table:  $280.00 
 

To Register go to: 
 

www.battlecry4babies.blogspot.com 
 

Or call Dean Schrauben 593-2545 

The Lord is Risen - Do You Believe 
 

Four nights of sound, practical and moti-
vational teachings that will not only help 
you understand what we do as Catholics 
but also lead you to the transforming 
power of a viable relationship with 
Christ. We want to move you from a bor-
ing, obligatory faith to a life-giving, heal-
ing faith centered on a relationship with 
Jesus Christ, through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

The Parish Mission nights will be starting 
at 6:30pm at St. Joseph Parish in Pewamo. 
 

Sunday. December 11th - “Are You In or Just Playing 
Church?” – This talk will practically identify where each 
person truly is in their faith journey. We will put together 
the puzzle pieces of our Faith so that all can clearly see 
how our Catholic faith is supposed to lead us into a pas-
sionate relationship with Christ. 
 

Monday, December 12th - “Why Our Faith Has Made Lit-
tle Sense Thus Far.” – This presentation will unmask the 
formation we have already received, and you won’t like 
what you find out. By the time we graduate from high 
school, we are fully formed not to be what we were created 
to be. 
 

Tuesday, December 13th - “Are We Committed to Truth 
or Lies?” – This presentation on Spiritual Warfare will con-
tinue to reveal how Satan attempts to corrupt our spiritual 
lives so that we reject God’s will for our lives. 
 

Wednesday. December 14th - “Becoming a Disciple of 
Jesus Christ” – This presentation concludes the series by 
providing practical instruction on becoming a disciple of 
Jesus Christ. The parable of the Sower reveals to us that 
around 75% of those in attendance at the mission will lose 
the fire they gained within a couple of weeks. The journey 
into discipleship is not easy and requires support to contin-
ue. Those who are serious about keeping their relationship 
with Christ alive and well will need to learn the fundamen-
tals needed to grow in Christ. 

Make Someone’s Christmas a Little Brighter 
 

If you would like to send a Christmas 
greeting to those that cannot be home this 
year, following is a list. If you know of any-
one we have missed, please call the parish 
office and we will gladly add them to the 
list. 
 

Francis Halfman: Laurels of Fulton, 4735 
W Ranger Rd. Perrinton, MI 48871 
 

Regina Martin, Maryann Esch Hazel 
Findlay Country Manor, 1101 S. Scott Rd., St. Johns, MI  
48879 
 

Genevieve Simon, Therese Weber, Margaret Thelen: 
Clinton Commons, 1105 S. Scott Rd., St. Johns, MI  48879,  
 

Agatha Feldpausch:  Laurels of Carson City - 620 N 2nd 
Street Carson City, MI 48811 

Preparing the Church for the Christmas Season 
 

Preparing the church for the Christmas 
season will take place on Thursday, 
December 22 and Friday, December 
23, beginning at 9 a.m. on both days. 
 

Thursday will be focused on assembling 
the large trees in the sanctuary, bulletin 
boards, tidying and dusting pews, 

cleaning side entrances, etc. 
 

Friday will be focused on cleaning the sanctuary, side altars 
and the vestibule. Also unboxing flowers, assembling the 
crèche, and outdoor décor. 
 

If you are able to help, please place your name on the sign-
up sheets that are posted on the main bulletin board in the 
vestibule of the church. 
 

Thank you to everyone who has helped in the past. It is tru-
ly a blessing to see everyone come together sharing their 
time and talents for the greater honor and glory of God!! 
 

If you have any questions at all, please contact Susie at 
593-2490. Thank you and God Bless  

K of C Christmas Party: The K of C will be 
having their Christmas Party on January 7

th
 at 

6:00pm in the Activity Center. The party will be 
a dinner followed by a small program to recog-
nize all activities the Knights have been in-
volved in during the last year. All members and 

their families are invited to attend. The council will provide 
meat, potatoes, and place settings. We ask everyone to 
bring a dish to pass. Please contact Paul Horak if you are 
able to attend with a count from your family – pvho-
rak@hotmail.com, 517-281-8838. 
 

Holiday “Returns” for Vocations: Most Holy Trinity Par-
ish is blessed to have so many of our young men and 
women pursuing religious vocations and we are always 
looking for ways to continue to show our support for them. 
If anyone wishes to donate returnable's from holiday cele-
brations or Christmas parties we will arrange to pick them 
up. Please call Kurt Koenigsknecht 224-4058 or Agnes 
Koenigsknecht 593-2614 to arrange for pickup 
 

K of C Hall Rental: Rental for the K of C Hass is $135.00 
and can be reserved by calling Rick Schafer at 593-3636. 

mailto:pvhorak@hotmail.com
mailto:pvhorak@hotmail.com
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Monday - December 12 
    7:00 p.m. + Emily Goerge, Including Bob Goerge and 
  Ted Thelen 
Tuesday - December 13 
    8:15 a.m. + Bruce Rowell & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 
Wednesday – December 14 
     8:15 a.m. + Marie Simon, Including Gilbert & Living & 
  Deceased Members of the Family 
     6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations 
Thursday – December 15 
     8:15 a.m. + Toni Hafner, Including Joe & Joanne 
Friday – December 16 
     8:15 a.m. + Diane Thelen 
Saturday - December 17 
     8:15 a.m. + No Mass  
     4:30 p.m. + Philip Simon 
Sunday - December 18 
     8:30 a.m. +  Ted Thelen & Living & Deceased Members 
  of the Family 
   10:30 a.m.  People of the Parish 

Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, December 17 & 18 
4:30 p.m. – Clare M. Thelen, Luke Thelen, Bruce Simon, 
Gary Schueller 
8:30 a.m. - Alan Kramer, Gerry Schomisch, Philip Schmitt, 
Ralph Feldpausch 
10:30 a.m. – Dan Pung, Duane Pung, Ken Halfman, Volun-
teer 

Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, December 17 & 18 
4:30 p.m. - Nolan, Madison & Mitchell Wirth, Holly Schmitz 
8:30 a.m. - Kylie & Macy Spicer, Caiden & Chase Pung  
10:30 a.m. – McKenzie, Josie, & Cooper Koenigsknecht, 
McKenzie Feldpausch 

Mass Servers During This Week 
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Allysa Feldpausch, Ryen Kirvan  
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School Mass 
Wed., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer 
Thur., 8:15 a.m. - Andrew & John Irrer 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Volunteer  
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - No Mass 

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to 
pray for each of us, may we use the Advent 
season as a time of spiritual renewal and growth 
in our love for Christ. 

Readings for the Week of December 11, 2016 
 

Monday Zechariah 2:14-17 or Revelation 11:19a; 
  12:1-6a, 10ab; Judith 13:18bcde, 19;  
  Luke 1:26-38 or Luke 1:39-47 
Tuesday Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13; Psalms 34:2-3, 6-
  7, 17-18, 19 and 23; Matthew 21:28-32   
Wednesday Isaiah 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25; Psalms  
  85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14; Luke 7:18b-
  23 
Thursday Isaiah 54:1-10; Psalms 30:2 and 4, 5-6,  
  11-12a and 13b; Luke 7:24-30 
Friday  Isaiah 56:1-3a, 6-8; Psalms 67:2-3, 5, 7- 
  8; Jonah 5:33-36 
Saturday Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Psalms 72:1-2, 3- 
  4ab, 7-8, 17; Matthew 1:1-17 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Regina Martin, 
Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, 
Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa 
Schulte, Kenny Briganti, Sharon (Thelen) Droste, Theresa 
Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, 
Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Don Simon, Roman Arens, Julie 
Wieber Schafer, Irene (Luttig) Weber, Maryann Esch, Bill 
Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick 
Rehmann, Pam (Thelen) Stump, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, 
Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Msgr. Sylvester Fedewa, Bryce 
Bongard, Gregg Platte, Charles Douglass, Frank Hufnagel, 
Norman Goerge, Reynold Goerge, Lynda Esch, Jim O. 
Koenigsknecht, Agatha Feldpausch, Mindy Simon and a 
special intention. 
 

Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can 
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it possi-
ble for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish. 

 
Pohl Oil 

 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

December  3 & 4 Collection…………………...$  13,553.51 
 

Special Collections 
Christmas Flowers…………………………………… 490.00 
Immaculate Conception……………………………..   35.00 
Retirement for Priests………………………………..  60.00 
Christmas Offering…………………………………...   10.00 
 

Monthly Finance Report For November 

Sunday Collection-All Sources………………..$54,397.64 
Sunday Collections-Year to Date…………….$275,790.68 
Sunday Collections- FY 17 Budget………….$668,000.00 
 

Percentage Collected Through October - 41.3% 

Looking for a Job? 
 

The Diocese of Lansing is accepting applications for a full 
time Administrative Assistant position for the Department of 
Vocations. To read the full job description and how to ap-
ply, visit our website at www.dioceseoflansing.org/
employment. 

T hank you for the beautiful anniversary cards. We 
appreciate your thoughtfulness. 

 

    Jerry & Carol Thelen 

Please Note: The Mass time for Wednesday, December 
14 has been changed to 8:15am. The 8:15am Mass on 
Saturday, December 17 has been cancelled. Sorry for any 
inconvenience. 

http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/employment
http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/employment

