Most Holy Trinity

Third Sunday of Advent

December 17, 2017

A BIG thank you to all who came out to our annual St. Nicholas celebration. I also want to thank Corey and all the
young people who came out to help. We had a lot of fun and one of our activities was making Jesse Tree ornaments.
The Jesse Tree is an ancient Advent custom of making ornaments which symbolize the ancestors of Jesus – Jesse
being the father of King David, Jesus’ direct descendent. Thanks again to all who made cookies and made the evening a lot of fun. Fr. Dennis
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This week, I have asked Carly Surbrook to share with us.
God Bless, Fr. Dennis
If someone would’ve told me that marriage would have been this difficult
after being married for such a short
period of time, I never would’ve believed them. I was your typical, naive
millennial who believed “as long as
you love each other, what could be so
difficult?” Growing up, I knew very few
people who had trouble in their marriages. Being so naive to the idea of
divorce made me clueless to the everyday struggles that
most (if not all) married couples face. Unfortunately, my
husband Parker did not have that luxury. He grew up in a
broken household with the, “if it isn’t working, why force it”
type attitude. This, along with many other things, caused
stress in our marriage.
Within the first couple months of getting married we were
already annoyed with each other, disagreeing on just about
everything, and stressed thinking about the idea of living
with each other for the next 30+ years. Parker became
Catholic during our engagement and we were always good
about going to church together on the weekends, but we
never implemented our faith into our marriage. After dealing
with these struggles privately for the first year, we decided
to attend a healing Mass together at our previous parish,
Our Lady of Consolation, in Rockford. I truly believe this is
when we both realized how powerful and amazing our God
is and that without Him, our marriage would NOT make it.
After the healing service, we both started to dive deeper
into our faith and started to talk more openly about our relationship with God. We started praying together and regularly reading God’s Word to help encourage us to make a conscious effort to improve our marriage and our relationship
with Christ. We learned that how we treat and love our
spouse is a direct reflection of how we treat and love our
God!
Once we moved back to Fowler we decided we wanted to
not only improve our marriage but we wanted to reach out
to other people our age who might be having the same
struggles. We knew we needed a positive support system of
other Catholic couples to not only talk about our issues, but
encourage each other to be the best husbands and wives
we can be. Now, almost two years later, these couples are
some of our best friends. We have monthly get-togethers
where we share our frustrations, ask for advice/support, and
learn how to implement Christ into our marriages. We also
try to regularly attend “Date Nights” in our parish and in surrounding parishes. We love having an excuse for a night out
together and with friends to not only grow in faith, but to
help strengthen our marriage at the same time. These
nights are an easy, fun way to learn how to incorporate
Christ in your everyday marriage/family life, while hearing
from other couples who have gone through similar experiences.
No, our marriage is not perfect now (nor will it ever be), but
with the help of our faith we are both doing our best. I try to
help Parker become a better spouse, father, Catholic, and
overall person and I know he does the same for me. It is our
job to help each other get to heaven and I am so blessed to
say I have a husband who is doing his best to get me
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there. I came across this quote from “Godly Marriage” on
instagram and it really spoke to me, “The true beauty of
marriage is found in its grand purpose. And that purpose is
to drive us closer to Christ.”
The “We Still Do” Marriage Night is coming up on January
13, 2018 here at MHT. This is a regional event that brings
together people from the parishes in Fowler, Pewamo, and
Westphalia. Peter and Debbie Herbeck will be the guest
speakers that will not only give their marriage testimony, but
will talk about the specific roles we as Catholic husbands
and wives should strive to live by. Drinks and a catered
meal by Taste of Heaven are included. This is a great opportunity for anyone married, dating, or discerning marriage
to attend and learn more about our jobs as Catholic husbands and wives. Come enjoy a laidback, fun night while
growing in our faith with friends from our parish and surrounding parishes! Please visit MHTs website to register. If
you have any questions you can contact myself, Andrea
Schneider, or Haley Thelen.
If there is anyone who is struggling in their marriage, know
that you are not alone and that there is lots of resources
and help out there. If you would like to speak with someone
at the parish, please contact Andrea Schneider, adultfaithmht@gmail.com .
Thanks and God Bless, Carly (Fink) Surbrook
Make Someone’s Christmas
a Little Brighter
If you would like to send a Christmas greeting to those that cannot be home this year,
following is a list. If you know of anyone we
have missed, please call the parish office
and we will gladly add them to the list.
Barbara Goerge: Bickford Community
Assisted Living, 6429 Earlington Ln., Lansing, MI 48917
Francis Halfman: Laurels of Fulton, 4735 W Ranger Rd.
Perrinton, MI 48871
Regina Martin: Hazel Findlay Country Manor, 1101 S.
Scott Rd., St. Johns, MI 48879
Genevieve Simon, Margaret Thelen (Claire) Therese
Weber: Clinton Commons, 1105 S. Scott Rd., St. Johns,
MI 48879

A REMINDER:
This year because of the way the
calendar falls, we are at Mass twice
next weekend
December 23/24th
for the Fourth Sunday of Advent
And then we return to celebrate the
birth of our Savior
on Christmas December 24th or 25th

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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Announcements
Thank you!
Thank you to all who gave gifts for our annual Advent Giving Tree. So many of you
are so generous. I want to thank all those
who stayed after the 10:30 am. Mass to
help sort the gifts and help the folks from
the various agencies pack up all the many donations. Nancy from Pregnancy Services of Greater Lansing thanked me
personally and said: “Your Church family is so good to us.”
God blesses those who give with a joyful and generous
heart. May God bless you all abundantly! ~ Fr. Dennis

Opportunities to
grow in holiness:
Advent/Christmas
2017
The Sacrament of
Reconciliation
At Most Holy Trinity
School and Religious Ed Class Confessions:
Tuesday, December 19th from 9:00 a.m. - 12 noon
General Confessions:
Tuesday, December 19 at 7:00 p.m.
Regional Penance Service at St. Gerard’s Parish,
Lansing from 2:00 pm. till finished, December 17
Also Offered:
Thursday, December 21st
10:00 a.m. Mass at Hazel Finlay Nursing Home
4th Sunday of Advent
December 23/24th Masses
Saturday at 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
*There will be NO confessions
on Saturday, December 23rd *

HOLY SEASON OF CHRISTMAS
Christmas Eve December 24thMasses:
4:30 pm., 7:00 pm. and 9:00 pm
Christmas Day December 25th at 9:00 am.
December 30/31st - Feast of the Holy Family
Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm. Sunday 8:30 and 10:30 am.
January 1st Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God
Mass 8:15 am.
*this year the feast has been abrogated and is NOT a
holy day of obligation
January 6/7th Feast of the Epiphany
Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm.
Sunday 8:30 and 10:30 am.
th

January 8 Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
Masses Saturday 4:30 pm.
Sunday 8:30 and 10:30 am

Website: mhtparish.com
Christmas Flowers

If you wish to make a donation for Christmas
flowers, please write your intentions or the
names of the deceased you wish to pray for,
and put this on an envelope and place your
donation inside and mark the envelope
“Christmas flowers.” Please indicate whether the person is
deceased or living. We will put all the names in a book and
place them on the altar of the Blessed Virgin and pray for
them during the Christmas season.
Preparing the Church for the Christmas Season
Preparing the church for the Christmas liturgical season
will take place on Friday, December 22 at 9:00 am and
Sunday, December 24 at 10:00 am.
Friday, December 22: assemble large tree, cleaning
(swiffering, vacuuming, etc), dusting and polish pews and
sanctuary furniture, preparing candles and holders for
Christmas Eve Masses, and other general preparations.
Sunday, December 24: bulletin boards, placing of flowers, assembling creche, redoing Jesse tree, hanging banners, wreaths, etc.
If you are able to help, the sign-up sheets are in the vestibule of the church on the pro-life bulletin board. If you any
have any questions, please contact Susie at 5932490. Thank you for all your help!!
Taking down decor will occur on Sunday,
January 7th after the 10:30 am
Mass. We celebrate the Solemnity of the
Baptism of the Lord and it is the end of
the Christmas liturgical season. If you
can help with take down, please contact
Susie at 593-2490.
Thank You!
I want to take this opportunity to thank
those who helped put on our first
Evening Retreat this past Saturday,
December 9th. I want to thank Andrea
Schneider, Paul Fahey and Corey
Luna who helped to coordinate the
evening – Vern Thelen and Kayla
Feldpausch who shared their testimonies and for the beautiful time of adoration we had after the
talks. I also want to thank Brian Armbrustmacher and
Scott Simon who cooked dinner for the retreatants. We
are planning on doing more of these evening retreats in the
future.
Mass at Hazel Findlay
On Thursday, December 21st we will be celebrating Mass
at Hazel Findlay nursing home. Please come out and join
us. All the residents really enjoy visitors and especially
anyone who comes to pray with them. It’s a reminder to
them that we haven’t forgotten them. Mass begins at
10:00 am.
Any young people and adults who would like
to sing at the Mass would be very welcome!
Let’s make this Mass a special time for them!
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Principal of Most Holy Trinity School
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com
MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life
By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity
School seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to proclaim the Gospel, restore all things in Him, strive to lead our students to the Truth for
the betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come.
Important Upcoming Dates:
Mon., Dec. 18
Advent Prayer Service @ 8:05 a.m.
Tuesday, Dec.19
Mass @ 8:15 a.m.
Wed., Dec. 20
Advent Prayer Service
Wed., Dec. 20
Christmas Break begins @ 3:00 pm
Advent Prayer Service: MHT School will be holding four
Advent Prayer Services for the four weeks of Advent. Parents and other parishioners are always welcome to join us.
The prayer services will take place in the Msgr.
Koenigsknecht Hall. Please refer to the schedule above for
the date and time of our services for the 3rd and 4th week of
Advent.
On the Horizon: The season of Advent means there is
something on the horizon the likes of which we have never
seen before…. What is possible is to not see it, to miss it,
to turn just as it brushes past you. And you begin to grasp
what is was you missed, like Moses in the cleft of the rock,
watching God’s [back] fade in the distance. So stay. Sit.
Linger. Tarry. Ponder. Wait. Behold. Wonder. There will
be time enough for running. For rushing. For worrying. For
pushing. For now, stay. Wait. Something is on the horizon. – Jan L. Richardson

Holiday Scrip
With the Holidays fast approaching don’t forget to
stock up on Scrip for the all your shopping
needs. Scrip gift cards make great gifts. The last
chance to order scrip for 2017 is Monday,
Dec. 18th. From Dec. 21st through Jan 1st, scrip that
is kept on hand will be available in the parish office
during regular business hours. ScripNow and Reloads will still be available during Christmas break.
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Knights of Columbus
Blood Drive
The Fowler Knights of Columbus is
sponsoring the Red Cross Blood
Drive on Monday, December 18th
from 1:00 pm to 6:45 pm at the
activity center. The Red Cross
recommends that donors make
appointment times. Call 1-800-733
-2767 or log on at redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor
code: Fowler. Walk in’s are welcome as time permits.
Please donate the gift of life with a blood donation.
Habitat for Humanity request
for local help
Dear friends in Clinton county,
There’s a family here in St. Johns who
are doing their best despite overwhelming odds. Mom is receiving treatment for cancer and recently had surgery on her thyroid,
which means she can’t leave the house. There’s four kids
between 2 and 13, and then there’s Dad, who will be out of
work by Dec. 15th With help, we will make their Christmas
a day to forget their worries – at least for a little while.
Head north to Alma and a couple we met in October during
our “Rock the Block” neighborhood revitalization project.
They are both 92 years old and, God willing, will celebrate
their 70th wedding anniversary in May 2018. Fulfilling the
vow of “in sickness and in health,” she is her husband’s
caretaker as they navigate the waters of dementia together. With help, we were able to clean decades of debris
from their yard and give them less to worry about.
Can you help us provide happier and more hopeful days
for people like these? You can achieve this in one of three
ways – a monetary gift, a donation of your time (even 1-2
hours per week is appreciated) or by putting your handyperson skills to use.
Dawn Parker, Volunteer Coordinator for Clinton-Gratiot
Habitat for Humanity
volunteer@habitatclinton.org(o) 989-227-1771, ext. 4 or
©517-575-5814
Keep Christ in Christmas

Knights of Columbus Christmas Party
The Knights of Columbus will be having their
Christmas Party on Saturday, January 6th at
6:00 pm at the Fowler Hall on Main Street.
All members and their families are invited to
attend. The council will provide meat, potatoes, drinks and
place settings. We ask everyone to bring a dish to pass.
Please contact Paul Horak if you are able to attend with a
count for your family – pvhorak@hotmail.com, 517-2818838.
Holiday “Returns” for Vocations: If anyone wishes to
donate returnable's from holiday celebrations or Christmas
parties we will arrange to pick them up. Please call Kurt
Koenigsknecht 224-4058 or Agnes Koenigsknecht 5932614 to arrange for pickup.

The Fowler Knights of Columbus will
again be having a Keep Christ in
Christmas drive this year. There will be
yard signs and car magnets available
for $5 each until they are sold out. For
those who would like to purchase a sign and/or a magnet,
there will be some available in the parish office. God bless!

Sponsor of the Week
Our thanks to the many businesses that make it
possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish.

Miller Brothers Excavating

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m.
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is
to pray for
the members of our parish
community, may we, like the Virgin Mary,
surrender to the will of God in our daily lives.
Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Regina Martin,
Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin,
Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa
Schulte, Theresa Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Julie
Wieber Schafer, Irene (Luttig) Weber, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall,
Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon,
Scott Kus, Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Gregg Platte, Frank
Hufnagel, Norman Goerge, Lynda Esch, Jim O.
Koenigsknecht, Mindy Simon, Janet Armbrustmacher
(Allan), Marie Weber, Jenine Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger,
Josiah Ledger, Adam Pohl, Jordy Wohlscheid, Sharon
Becker, Jennifer Grace Schrauben, Janet Simon, Dale
Young, Erwin Pline, Brent Baese, Shane Grinnell and a
special intention.
Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you.
Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish
Community who are in the Armed Services.
Our Parish Stewardship
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
December 9 & 10 Collection...……………….....$13,998.25
Special Collections
Cemetery……………………………………………….. 10.00
Immaculate Conception………………………………215.00
Christmas Offering…………………………………..… 60.00
Christmas Flowers…………………………………... 51-.00
Maintenance………………………………………….. 300.00
Retirement…………………………………………….. 425.00
Readings for the Week of December 17, 2017
Monday
Jeremiah 23:5-8; Psalms 72:1-2, 12-13, 1819; Matthew 1:18-25
Tuesday
Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a; Psalms 71:3-4a, 56ab, 16-17;Luke 1:5-25
Wednesday Isaiah 7:10-14; Psalms 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6;
Luke 1:26-38
Thursday
Song of Songs 2:8-14 or Zephaniah 3:14-1
8a; Psalms 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Luke 1:3945
Friday
1 Samuel 1:24-28; 1 Samuel 2:1, 4-5, 6-7,
8abcd; Luke 1:46-56
Saturday
Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24; Psalms 25:4-5ab, 8-9,
10 and 14; Luke 1:57-66
Mass Servers for Sunday & Monday, December 24 & 25
- Christmas Eve & Christmas Day
4:30 p.m. - Christi, Mary & Augustine Spitzley, Owen Simon
7:00 p.m. - Caiden & Chase Pung, Macy & Kiley Spicer
9:00 p.m. - Preston & Camden Braun, Sidney & Dominic
Horak
9:00 a.m. - Tricia & Amy Feldpausch, Mason Pline, Tony
Piggott

Website: mhtparish.com

Monday - December 18
7:00 p.m. + Ted Thelen & Living & Deceased Members
of the Family
Tuesday - December 19
8:15 a.m. + Marina Feldpausch, Incl. Sister Corinne &
Living & Deceased Members of the Family
Wednesday - December 20
6:00 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations
7:00 p.m. + Emily Goerge & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
Thursday - December 21
8:15 a.m.+ Elizabeth Spitzley
10:00 a.m.
Mass at Hazel Findlay
Friday - December 22
8:15 a.m. + Steve & Marty Fedewa
Saturday - December 23
8:15 a.m. + No Mass
4:00 p.m. + Lester Feldpausch
6:00 p.m.
People of the Parish
Sunday - December 24
9:00 a.m. + Anna & Leonard Simon, Including Sandra &
Joseph
Sunday, December 24 - Christmas Vigil
4:30 p.m. + Larry Klein (9th Anniversary)
7:00 p.m. + Roy N. Pung & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
9:00 p.m. + Henry & Jeannette Howard
Monday, December 25 - Christmas Day
9:00 a.m. + Marvin Feldpausch & Living & Deceased
Members of the Schmitt & Feldpausch
Families
Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, December 23 & 24
4:00 p.m. -Clare M. Thelen, Luke Thelen, Volunteers
6:00 p.m.. - Bill Armbrustmacher, Tom O’Rourke, Bruce
Schafer, Volunteer
9:00 a.m.- David Klein, Brent McCarty, Roy Witgen, Neil
Feldpausch
Ushers for Sunday & Monday, December 24 & 25 Christmas Eve & Christmas Day
4:30 p.m. - Gary Weber, Keith Weber, Jerome Klein, Volunteer
7:00 p.m. - Randy Wirth, Glenn Esch, Neil Hufnagel, Ronn
Thelen
9:00 p.m. - Joe Theis, Terry Theis, Tyler Theis, Jarud
Koenigsknecht
9:00 a.m. Christmas Morning - Brett Stump, Kirk Phillips,
Dale Koenigsknecht, Hilary Stump
Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, December 23 & 24
4:00 p.m. - Charlie Boak, Jonathan Koenigsknecht,
Volunteers
6:00 p.m.. - Kara Esch, Nathan Epkey, Logan Klein, Ella
Hufnagel
9:00 a.m. - Ben & Jack Schafer, Drew Armbrustmacher,
Brycen Halfmann
Mass Servers During This Week - Dec. 18-Dec. 23
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Nolan & Selena Stump, Jonah Thelen
Tues., 8:15 a.m.- MHT School
Wed., 7:00 p.m. - Amber Epkey, Paige & Carter Thelen
Thurs., 8:15 a.m.- Andrew & John Irrer
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - No Mass

