
 

Most Holy Trinity        Fourth Sunday of Advent         December 24, 2017 

 

HOLY SEASON OF CHRISTMAS 
 
 

Christmas Eve  December 24
th

Masses:  
4:30 pm., 7:00 pm. and 9:00 pm 

Christmas Day December 25
th

 at 9:00 am. 
 

December 30/31
st

  - Feast of the Holy Family 
Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm.  Sunday 8:30 and 10:30 am. 

 
January 1

st
 Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God   

Mass 8:15 am. 
*this year the feast has been abrogated and is NOT a  

holy day of obligation. 
 

January 6/7
th

 Feast of the Epiphany 
Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm.  
Sunday 8:30 and 10:30 am. 

 
January 8

th
  Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 

Mass at 8:15 am  and 7:00 pm. 
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A REMINDER: 
 

This year because of the way the  
calendar falls we are at Mass twice 

this weekend for the  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

And then we return to celebrate the 
birth of our Savior 

on Christmas Eve and Day  

Dear friends in Christ, 
 

We are almost ready to celebrate the Sa-
cred Feast of Christmas.  During this Ad-
vent and our Christmas holiday our Jewish 
brothers and sisters are celebrating too!  
The Feast of Hanukkah almost always 
tends to fall at the same time as our Christ-
mas season.  The Jewish people use a lu-
nar calendar so the dates don’t always line 
up exactly – this year Hanukkah fell be-

tween December 12
th
 and 20

th
  

 

You can find Hanukkah in the Old Testament Books of 1
st
  

and 2
nd

  Maccabees, a time when the Jewish people were 
under attack by foreign persecutors.  The Greeks tried to 
destroy the Jewish religion and desecrated the Temple in 
Jerusalem and murdered many Jews who remained faithful 
to the covenant.  The word Hanukkah means “rededication” 
because the Jewish people rededicated the temple after 
they had won the war against the Greek invaders.  It also 
celebrates a miracle, the miracle of the light of the menorah 
candle in the temple.  The eight branched candle stand that 
stood inside the temple, before the Holy of Holies, kept 
burning miraculously for eight days even though the priests 
ran out of the sacred oil that made the menorah candle 
burn.  For that reason Hanukkah is sometimes called “the 
Festival of Lights.” 
 

I grew up with some Jewish friends and have made a num-
ber of Jewish friends in the various places I’ve been as-
signed over the years.  I am always amazed and blessed by 
the story of the Jewish people - God’s chosen people as 
recounted in the Scriptures.  That story of God’s chosen 
ones begins with Abraham and continues into the present 
day.  The Holocaust – one of the worst atrocities even com-
mitted against a people – stands as a reminder to all of us 
that the power of evil is strong in our world.  Whether we 
speak about the Jewish Holocaust, the Armenian genocide, 
the murder of hundreds of thousands in Syria, or whatever 
terrible thing going on in our world today, we must never 
forget that we are all one family, in solidarity with all of suf-
fering humanity.  So many have suffered much throughout 
history and yet have remained resilient and faithful.  Of 
course we can add the suffering of many Christians 
throughout the world to this list.  Pope Benedict once wrote:  
“To have Christian hope means to know about evil and yet 
to go to meet the future with confidence.”   
 

          
 
During the celebration of the Festival of Hanukkah, it is cus-
tomary to place one’s hanukkiah (the traditional candle 
stand) close to a window, or even outside the entrance of 
one’s home if possible, in order that the brightness of its 
light might be a welcoming sight and warm the hearts of 
those passing by in the darkness of the street. During the 

From the Pastor’s Desk centuries of exile, and in dangerous times, Jews were not 
able to display their hanukkiahs in the street.  As believers, 
that should be our mindset – we display the light of Christ – 
the light of goodness and hope for all the world to see. 
 

My prayer this Christmas, is this feast of the Lord’s birth be 
a time of hope.  That you and I witness to the love of God 
and thus bring hope to our world. 
 
God bless,    Fr. Dennis 
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Announcements 

 

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to 
pray that each of us may welcome anew the 
Prince of Peace into our hearts, that His 
message may change the world. 

Many Hands for Christ 
 

Help is needed after Hurri-
cane Irma hit Mary Help of 
Christian Center in Tampa, 
Florida.  We are organizing 
a trip to help with several 
DIY and construction pro-

jects.  Volunteers (including a cook!) are still needed to help 
February 11 - February 15.  Please contact Gudrun Cruz at 
517-886-4998 for more info. 

Preparing the Church for the Christmas Season 
 

Preparing the church for the Christmas liturgical season 
will take place on Sunday, December 24 at 10:00 am. 
 

Sunday, December 24:  bulletin boards, placing of flow-
ers, assembling creche, redoing Jesse tree, hanging ban-
ners, wreaths, etc. 
 

If you are able to help, the sign-up sheets are in the vesti-
bule of the church on the pro-life bulletin board.  If you any 
have any questions, please contact Susie at 593-
2490.    Thank you for all your help!!   
 

Taking down decor will occur on Sunday, 
January 7th after the 10:30 am 
Mass.  We celebrate the Solemnity of the 
Baptism of the Lord and it is the end of 
the Christmas liturgical season.  If you 
can help with take down, please contact 
Susie at 593-2490. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

This week begins our FAQ Bulletin Section about 
our upcoming MHT weekend retreat.  We hope 
this is helpful as you prayerfully consider attend-
ing this event. 
 
When/where is the retreat? 
It is February 23-25, 2018 at the Bethany House in Dewitt. 
 
Who is the retreat for? 
 

This retreat is for  MHT parishioners who are 18 
and older. We hope to provide an opportunity for 
people to get away to a relaxing environment, 
which is something that  most are in need of. The retreats 
have also been a great excuse for couples to get away, 
spend time with each other, and reconnect. Most im-
portantly, the retreat is  for anyone who is looking for those 
things and would also like  to grow in their faith. 
 
What do you do on a retreat? 
 

Our three main goals for the retreat are for people to grow 
in their relationship with the Lord, to provide them with an 
opportunity to get away and relax for a weekend, and also 
to allow people to build relationships with others from the 

parish. We schedule a diverse set of 
activities to accomplish these goals 
while allowing people to go at their own 
pace. We have talks, free time, prayer/
Adoration, and personal reflection time. 
We treat people like adults and aren’t 
going to force anyone to do anything 
that they’re not comfortable with.  

Altar Linens 
 

We are in need of someone to laun-
der and press our Altar linens weekly. 
This takes approximately 2 hours per 
week and could be done by one per-

son or a rotating group of individuals. If you are able 
to help, please contact the parish office 
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Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life 
By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity 
School seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to proclaim the Gospel, re-

store all things in Him, strive to lead our students to the Truth for 
the betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come. 

 

Important Upcoming Dates: 
Tuesday, January 2 School Resumes 
Friday, January 5 Mass @ 8:15 a.m./First Friday 
Monday, January 8 Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
 

Merry Christmas:  On a cold winter’s night full of darkness 
our King was born.  Songs of celebration were sung in 
heaven, warmth visited the earth and darkness was turned 
to light.  I wish you a season full of joy and light.  Merry 
Christmas! ~Anne 

 

Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it  
possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish. 

 
Main Street Pizza 

Knights of Columbus Christmas Party 
 

The Knights of Columbus will be having their 
Christmas Party on Saturday, January 6

th
 at 

6:00 pm at the Fowler Hall on Main Street.  
All members and their families are invited to 
attend.  The council will provide meat, pota-

toes, drinks and place settings.  We ask everyone to bring 
a dish to pass.  Please contact Paul Horak if you are able 
to attend with a count for your family – pvho-
rak@hotmail.com, 517-281-8838. 
 

Holiday “Returns” for Vocations: If anyone wishes to 
donate returnables from holiday celebrations or Christmas 
parties we will arrange to pick them up. Please call Kurt 
Koenigsknecht 224-4058 or Agnes Koenigsknecht 593-
2614 to arrange for pickup. 

Men's Retreat Weekend  
 

St. Francis Retreat Center -- January 19-21, 2018.  The 
theme for this directed retreat is "Entering the Heart of 
God: Praying the Lord's Prayer in Our Day based on the 
book by Fr. Charlie Irvin. We will be delving into the rich-
ness that lies within the Our Father prayer.  For more infor-
mation or to register, visit www.stfrancis.ws, call (517) 669-
8321, or contact your parish representative. The suggest-
ed donation for the weekend is $175.  Please prayerfully 
consider if God is calling you to set aside time for this en-
counter opportunity! 

Blood Drive in Westphalia 
 

There will be a Red Cross Blood drive at St. 
Mary Parish Hall in Westphalia on Wednes-
day, January 3, 2018, from 1:00 – 6:45. One 
of your New Year’s resolutions could be sav-
ing a life by donating blood.  We hope to see 
you there!  Bring along a friend! 

 

Volunteer Opportunity 
 

The St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store in St. 
Johns  1009 S. US-27 in the Southpoint 
Mall is looking for additional volunteers 
(men and women). The ideal candidates 
must enjoy working with others.  
We have over 140 awesome volunteers who do a variety of 
functions to help us in our ministry. Our volunteers: accept 
donations, sort/price items, cashier, move merchandise/
inventory, recycle items, pick-up furniture, clean/vacuum/
dust, etc. Each volunteer chooses what part is of most inter-
est to them.  
We sometimes need volunteers who have light construction 
type experience for little projects.  
If you are interested in finding out how you might be able to 
help, please call John Thelen at 989 292-7057.  

 

Spiritual Health for the New Year - A Day Retreat 
 

Saturday January 20, 2018 9:30 am - 3:30 pm 
St. Francis Retreat Center in DeWitt 

 

The state of our spirit is important to our health and well-
being, but we fail to think about ways to strengthen 
it. Learn about the cornerstones of our spiritual health - 
Eucharist, Scripture, Prayer and Community. Experience 
physical, mental, emotional and spiritual benefits as you 
pray using movement, music, guided meditation, journaling 
and Lectio Divina. Opportunities for optional Mass, Eucha-
ristic Adoration and/or Sacrament of Reconciliation will be 
offered. Cost including lunch is $55. Register online at 
www.stfrancis.ws or call 517-669-8321. 

We would like to thank the Fowler Fire De-
partment for hosting Lunch with Santa again 
this year.  We would also like to send a big 
THANK YOU to all of the businesses and 
individuals who donate year after year.  
 

Without all of your support, we wouldn’t be 
able to make Christmas brighter for those in need.  This 
was our biggest year so far!!  Thank you, Merry Christmas, 
and God Bless! 
 

Laurie Platte & Diane Hulliberger 

No Holy Hour for January 
 

A reminder that there will be no Holy Hour on Thursday, 
January 4

th
  There will be confessions after the morning 

Mass that day. 

mailto:pvhorak@hotmail.com
mailto:pvhorak@hotmail.com
http://www.stfrancis.ws
http://www.stfrancis.ws
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Monday - December 25 - Christmas Day 
     9:00 a.m. + Marvin Feldpausch & Deceased Members 
  of the Schmitt & Feldpausch Families 
Tuesday - December 26 
     8:15 a.m. + No Mass 
Wednesday - December 27 
     6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations   
     7:00 p.m. + No Mass 
Thursday - December 28 
     8:15 a.m.+ No Mass 
Friday - December 29 
     8:15 a.m. + Gertrude & Patti Simmon & Living &  
  Deceased Members of the Family 
Saturday - December 30 
     8:15 a.m. + For the Deceased Clergy of the Diocese 
  of Lansing 
     4:30 p.m.  + Adeline Schneider & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 
Sunday - December 31 - Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and 
  Joseph 
    8:30 a.m. + Virginia Thoma 
   10:30 a.m. People of the Parish 

Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, December 30 & 31 
4:30 p.m. -Tony Schafer, Jerome R. Thelen, Lonnie 
Schueller, Volunteer 
8:30 a.m.. - Alan Kramer, Gerry Schomisch, Philip Schmitt, 
Ralph Feldpausch 
10:30 a.m.-  Dan Pung, Duane Pung, Volunteer 

Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, December 30 & 31 
4:30 p.m. - Jack, Anna, & Sam Vanneste, Volunteer 
8:30 a.m.. - Nolan, Madison, Mitchell Wirth, Kalani 
Koenigsknecht 
10:30 a.m. - Kiley Bengel, McKenzie Feldpausch, Chad 
Klein, Hudson Phillips 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Regina Martin, 
Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, 
Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa 
Schulte, Theresa Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward 
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Julie Wieber 
Schafer, Irene (Luttig) Weber, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis 
Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott 
Kus, Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Gregg Platte,  Frank 
Hufnagel, Norman Goerge, Lynda Esch, Mindy Simon, 
Janet Armbrustmacher (Allan), Marie Weber, Jenine 
Kloeckner, Jennifer Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Adam Pohl, 
Jordy Wohlscheid, Sharon Becker, Jennifer Grace 
Schrauben, Janet Simon, Dale Young, Erwin Pline, Brent 
Baese, Shane Grinnell and a special intention. 
 

Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can 
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

Mass Servers During This Week  
Tues., 8:15 a.m.- No Mass 
Wed., 7:00 p.m. - No Mass 
Thurs., 8:15 a.m.- No Mass 
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Peter & Xavier Simon, Jonathan Fowler 
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - Gavin Klein, Keegan Klein, Quinten & Nate 
Esch 

Readings for the Week of December 24, 2017 
 

Monday Night: Isaiah 9:1-6; Psalms 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-
 12, 13;Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 Dawn: 
 Isaiah 62:11-12; Psalms 97:1, 6, 11-12; Titus 
 3:4-7; Luke 2:15-20 Day: Isaiah 52:7-10; 
 Psalms 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6; Hebrews 1:1-6; 
 John 1:1-18 or John 1:1-5, 9-14 
Tuesday Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Psalms 31:3cd-4, 6 and 
 8ab, 16bc and 17; Matthew 10:17-22 
Wednesday 1 John 1:1-4; Psalms 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; John 
 20:1a, 2-8 
Thursday 1 John 1:5—2:2; Psalms 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8; 
 Matthew 2:13-18  
Friday 1 John 2:3-11; Psalms 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6; 
 Luke 2:22-35 
Saturday 1 John 2:12-17; Psalms 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10;  
  Luke 2:36-40 

December 24, 2017 
 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
 

Parish Office Hours 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm 
 

To Contact Us: 
Parish Office:               593-2162 
Fax:                               593-2171 

E-Mail:     office@mhtparish.com 
Website:              mhtparish.com 

 

MHT School - 593-2616 

 

Our Parish Stewardship 
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity 

 

December 16 & 17 Collection..………………....   $9202.00 
 

Special Collections 
Catholic Relief Services…………………………….  100.00 
Immaculate Conception..…………………………..… 27.00 
Christmas Flowers…………………………………...  390.00 
Retirement……………………………………………..  470.00 
First Offering……………………………………………  10.00 

 
 
 
Carson Edward Oberle; Son of Kevin & Molly (Frechen) 
Oberle 
 

Amelia Rose Smith;  Daughter of Tyler & Meredith 
(Frechen) Smith 
 

We welcome Carson & Amelia to our parish family. 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 


