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On behalf of my parish staff
I extend to you and your families
a Blessed and Holy Christmas season.
Fr. Dennis, Pastor

Come let us adore Him !
The Holy Season of Christmas
Feast of the Holy Family
th

Friday, December 30
8:15 am.
This is not a holy day of obligation
But because of the nature of the
feast being the family, I invite everyone to come if they can and pray for
family life.

Solemnity of the Epiphany
Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God
st

Saturday, December 31 and
Sunday, January 1st
Masses
Saturday 4:30 pm.
Sunday 8:30 and 10:30 am.

Saturday, January 7th and
Sunday, January 8th
Masses
Saturday 4:30 pm.
Sunday 8:30 and 10:30 am.
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This week, I have asked Kim Simon to share with us.
God Bless,
Fr. Dennis
The Diocesan Conference held a few
weeks ago was something very dear
to my heart and it remains in my prayers for its continued success. Like
many aspects of my life, however,
I procrastinated on signing up for the
event. I wanted to go, but, for the
usual reasons, I just failed to commit. That is when Adam approached
me with an invite. Lesson one: we all
need to have an Adam in our lives
and to be an Adam for someone
else. He has this uncanny way of getting me to do things that I truly felt
called to do anyways. After the conference, we were asked to fill out a short survey on our experience. That is when Adam approached me again and
felt I could maybe write a little about the experience. Lesson two: learn how to say no to Adam. He hasn’t
steered me wrong yet, so here it goes.
Most of what was talked about at the assembly seemed like
a review of what we talk about here at the parish, but the
fellowship was amazing. One of my thought processes before signing up for the event was that I could instead listen
to a live stream or recording of the talks. I would have
missed out on the most important aspect; fellowship. To be
among so many people who are on fire about their faith was
very uplifting. Divine Mercy and Adoration/Healing was so
powerful.
All the speakers were very beneficial to me, but I’d like to
mention a few comments that still are resounding in my
heart. Curtis Martin mentioned that there are times we
need to be Ananias and confront someone like Saul, and
sometimes we just need to be Monica and weep. He also
mentioned that sometimes we see our faith as a burden
when it should be the very vehicle to free us and help carry
our burdens. He used the example of pushing a new vehicle
around instead of getting in to drive it like it was intended. His thoughts were that this “catholic thing” shouldn’t be
exhausting, and if it is, it might be due to a flaw in our relationship with God.
Then came the 3:00 hour and the Divine Mercy chaplet. I
wept, uncontrollably, for the entire chaplet and prayed that
no one at my table would ask me why. It was more than a
“Monica” weeping. It was personal. Christ’s passion often
brings me to tears, but at that moment, it represented the
misery of my life, and I felt exhausted. What was wrong
with me? I felt that I had a very good relationship with God,
but I could have been the speaker’s poster child, bent over,
with my hands on my knees, “this catholic thing is
hard”. Curtis Martin poked fun at raising his kids “Amish/
Catholic“, a much clever phrase than my kids warning to
each other that “Mom is in her Christian-Mother
mode”. There are certain video games not allowed, Sundays are our family day of rest (no school-sponsored
sports), etc. Doing things a little different often feels like
swimming against the current, and there are certain repercussions that we have to endure. Weeping and interceding
are also beautiful forms of prayer, but are quite exhausting. The Will of God can lead us to areas of misunderstanding and even alienation, and the waiting is sometimes un-
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bearable. Add to all of this my co-dependant tendency to
make everyone and everything alright and you end up with
a flawed, exhausted Christian.
Then came the convicting moment of the conference for
me. Deacon Ralph stated that “we live in a Me and Jesus
culture, and with this comes no opportunity to encounter
Him.” That is what was wrong with my relationship with
God. The vertical Godhead and me are amazing, but I
wasn’t comfortable in letting it flow out into the horizontal
Body of Christ. Why am I so afraid to speak of the “cause
of my joy”. If we wait until an issue of controversy to talk,
we have waited too long. We are making evangelization
much harder than it has to be. It should be second nature
to talk about what God is doing in our life. Or, better yet, to
see how He is working in others and encourage them. Our
relationship with God is flawed if we fail to understand the
commission. Doing “this catholic thing” my way, I’ve
missed out on many opportunities that were placed in front
of me to defend my faith. God still needed me to speak the
truth, but He wanted to let me know that it was not how He
intended it. The past path of silence and the sins of omission had consequences.
So, I’m going to try it God’s way and listen to what the diocese says about the pillars of evangelization: prayer, witness, invite (learn from Adam), and accompany. And yes,
I’m squirming since most will lead me out of my comfort
zone into that horizontal Body of Christ. But I will fix my
eyes on Jesus, who for the joy set before him endured the
cross. And in that gaze, there is peace. The burdens and
anxieties of my heart are replaced with love and I come to
understand that the self-inflicted burdens need to be cast
aside. I will concentrate on following Christ’s example and
look beyond the cross, understanding that this is God’s
work, not mine, and not get in His way or feel like a failure
when things don’t go as I wish. God is definitely at work. I
will try to focus on the radiant light beyond the cross and be
receptive to that light with thankfulness and trust.
Announcements
Altar Server’s Albs: The albs we’ve been using are starting to get a bit tattered and worn. We’ve been using them
for over 12 years now and we would like to buy some new
ones. They cost about $200.00 each. If you would be interested in donating to help replace them, please contact
the parish office or Fr. Dennis at fr.dennis@hotmail.com.
Blessed Chalk and Blessed Water: On the Feast of the
Epiphany we will be handing out blessed chalk so that you
can bless your home. There will be instructions included as
well. Because the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord does
not fall on a weekend this year, bur rather on Monday, January 9th we will also make holy water available so that the
faithful may take this sacramental home for your devotional
use. Please bring a container for holy water with you.

Sponsor of the Week
Our thanks to the many businesses that make it possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish.

Schneider Builders
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Hello MHT, we are a group of Fowler college students that
will be attending a conference in San Antonio, Texas during
the first week of January. The conference is called SEEK; it
is put on by FOCUS, the Fellowship of Catholic University
Students. FOCUS invites college students from across the
country to come together in one place and grow in faith together. Over the course of this five day conference, students listen to talks by a prestigious panel of speakers, receive the Sacraments, pray together, and engage with other
students who are passionate about their faith. SEEK is similar to the Steubenville conferences that many of our
parish’s high schoolers attend during the summer, except
SEEK is expecting around 12,000 attendees. This parish
has sent students to this conference previously, and it has
been a very impactful experience. This year, SEEK is expecting an exceptional group of speakers including Curtis
Martin, Sr. Bethany Madonna, Fr. Mike Schmitz, Edward
Sri, Scott Hahn, and Lou Holtz. This is an excellent opportunity for us to have an encounter with Christ and grow in
our relationship with Him to be able to bring that strengthened relationship back to the community. As one could imagine, the opportunity to attend such an illustrious conference is not cheap. The cost is around $425, and we are
looking for parishioners to take part in this experience, either by financial aid or prayers. If you feel called to donate
any amount of money, you can donate to the parish and the
money will be spread out evenly, or you can donate to one
of us individually. Prayers are greatly appreciated, and if
there are any prayer intentions that you have, please send
them to us so we can pray for them at the conference.
Thank you so much for your support!
Brian Armbrustmacher, Carissa Campbell, Jeannie Esch,
Gabby Horak, Thomas Horak, Kaitlyn Schmitz
Director of Evangelization & Faith Formation
Andrea Schneider - adultfaithmht@gmail.com
Date Night: MHT, St. Joe's in Pewamo, and St. Mary's in
Westphalia are sponsoring a date night for married and engaged couples on Saturday, Jan. 21, 2017 after 4:30 Mass
in Pewamo. The cost is $40 per couple and includes a catered dinner, talk from Teresa Tomeo and husband Dcn.
Dominick Pastore, and a panel of local couples. Go to our
website to register for this event!
Consoling the Heart of Jesus: This program starts on
Wednesday, January 25. Fr. Gaitly's book teaches us about
God's infinite mercy and how you can find joy in consoling
the heart of Jesus, by accepting his love and trusting in him
completely. We'll discover how suffering can actually help
us grow spiritually closer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. This
10 week program will take place Wednesday evenings after
the 7:00pm Mass in the activity center. There will be a video, discussion, and Q&A at each session. Please go to our
website to register. Session 1 – January 25, Session 2 –
February 1, Session 3 – February 8, Session 4 – February
15, Session 5 – February 22, Session 6 – March 1, Session
7 – March 8, Session 8 – March 15, Session 9 – March 22

December 18, 2016

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com

MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life

Important Upcoming Dates:
Tuesday, January 3
School Resumes
Tuesday, January 3
Mass @ 8:15 a.m./Feast of Holy
Name of Jesus
Monday, January 9
Mass @ 8:15 a.m./Feast of the
Baptism of the Lord
Merry Christmas: May your families feel the love, peace
and joy that the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ, brought to
the world over two thousand years ago. Christmas is a time
of stars, angels and love divine coming down from heaven.
May this spirit of love remain with you all year long. ~Anne
Holiday Scrip
From Dec. 22 through Jan 2nd, the Scrip that is kept on
hand will be available in the parish office during regular
business hours. ScripNow and Reloads will still be available during Christmas break.
st

Director of Youth Ministry
Corey Luna - mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.
March for Life- We will be partnering up with St Joseph's in
Pewamo to go and March for Life in Washington D.C. on
January 26-28. This is an amazing way to stand for our prolife beliefs as Catholics and to personally experience the
pro-life movement. There are limited spots so please contact Corey Luna ASAP. Permission slips are on the parish
website and are due January 2nd!
Our Parish Stewardship
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
December 17 & 18 Collection………………....$11,529.21
Special Collections
Christmas Flowers…………………………………….207.00
Immaculate Conception…………………….…………62.00
Retirement for Priests………………………………..162.00
Christmas Offering……………………………………170.00
Capital Improvement……………………………….…..60.00
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Knights of Columbus Christmas Party: The
K of C will be having their Christmas Party on
January 7th at 6:00pm in the Activity Center.
The party will be a dinner followed by a small
program to recognize all activities the Knights
have been involved in during the last year. All
members and their families are invited to attend. The council will provide meat, potatoes, and place settings. We ask
everyone to bring a dish to pass. Please contact Paul Horak if you are able to attend with a count from your family –
pvhorak@hotmail.com, 517-281-8838.
Knights of Columbus Blood Drive: The Fowler Knights
of Columbus is sponsoring the Red Cross Blood Drive on
Tuesday, December 27th from 12:00 pm to 5:45 pm at the
activity center. The Red Cross strongly recommends that
donors make appointment times. Walk in’s are welcome
as time permits. Please donate the gift of life with a blood
donation.
The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m.
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to
pray that each of us may welcome anew the
Prince of Peace into our hearts, that his
message may change the world.
Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Regina Martin,
Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin,
Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara Sanchez, Melissa
Schulte, Kenny Briganti, Sharon (Thelen) Droste, Theresa
Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala,
Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Don Simon, Roman Arens, Julie
Wieber Schafer, Irene (Luttig) Weber, Maryann Esch, Bill
Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick
Rehmann, Pam (Thelen) Stump, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus,
Steve Thelen, Tracy Schmitt, Msgr. Sylvester Fedewa, Bryce
Bongard, Gregg Platte, Charles Douglass, Frank Hufnagel,
Norman Goerge, Reynold Goerge, Lynda Esch, Jim O.
Koenigsknecht, Agatha Feldpausch, Mindy Simon, Julius
Schafer, Janet Armbrustmacher (Allan) and a special
intention.
Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you.
Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish
Community who are in the Armed Services.
Readings for the Week of December 25, 2016
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

Acts of the Apostles 6:8-10; 7:54-59;
Psalms 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17;
Matthew 10:17-22
1 Jonah 1:1-4; Psalms 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12;
Jonah 20:1a, 2-8
1 Jonah 1:5—2:2; Psalms 124:2-3, 4-5,
7cd-8; Matthew 2:13-18
1 Jonah 2:3-11; Psalms 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b6; Luke 2:22-35
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 or Colossians 3:12-21
or 3:12-7; Psalms 128:1-2, 3, 4-5; Matthew
2:13-15, 19-23
1 Jonah 2:18-21; Psalms 96:1-2, 11-12,
13; Jonah 1:1-18
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Monday - December 26
7:00 p.m. + No Mass
Tuesday - December 27
8:15 a.m. + No Mass
Wednesday – December 28
6:00 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations
7:00 p.m.
Donna Piggott Including Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
Thursday – December 29
8:15 a.m. + Patti & Gertrude Simmon & Living &
Deceased Members of the Family
Friday – December 30
8:15 a.m. + Virginia Thoma (10th Anniversary),
Including Josh
Saturday - December 31 - Vigil of Solemnity of Mary,
The Holy Mother of God
8:15 a.m. + No Mass
4:30p.m. + Marianne Goodrich, Including Herb
Armbrustmacher & Living & Deceased
Members of the Family
Sunday - January 1- Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother
of God
8:30 p.m.
People of the Parish
10 :0 a.m. + Phyllis Klein, Including Leo & Diane &
Living & Deceased Members of the Family
Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, December 31 & January 1
4:30 p.m. - Gary Weber, Keith Weber, Jerome Klein,
Volunteer
8:30 a.m. - Tim Koenigsknecht, Paul Pung, Ryan Pung, Kurt
Koenigsknecht
10:30 a.m. – David Klein, Brent McCarty, Roy Witgen, Neil
Feldpausch
Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, December 31 &
January 1
4:30 p.m. - Brooke & Emily Epkey, David Armbrustmacher,
Holly Schmitz
8:30 a.m. - Kara & Olivia Esch, Owen Simon
Mason Pline
10:30 a.m. – Christi & Mary Spitzley, Chad Klein, Hudson
Phillips
Mass Servers During This Week
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - No Mass
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - No Mass
Wed., 7:00 p.m. - Faith Phillips, Savanah Martin
Thur., 8:15 a.m. - Candis & Jordan Myers
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - Roman Schafer, Peter Simon
Sat., 8:15 a.m. - No Mass
Please Note
There will be no Mass this week at the
following times
Mon., 7:00 p.m.
Tues., 8:15 a.m.
Sat., 8:15 a.m.
Sorry for any inconvenience!
Early Bulletin Deadlines
Please submit your January 1 bulletin by 8:00am
on Monday, December 26.

