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Announcements 

This week I have asked Paul Fahey to share with us. 
 

God Bless,                                     Fr. Dennis 

Today the Church celebrates the feast of 
the Holy Family. This feast has a particu-
lar place in my heart and family. Five 
years ago, on the eve of this feast I pro-
posed to my girlfriend of two years. The 
next morning Kristina and I went to Mass, 
at first not realizing that it was the feast of 

the Holy Family, so when we found out we took that as a 
small sign of affirmation that marriage was the way God 
wanted us to grow in holiness.  
 

Within the next few weeks, as we were in the process of 
setting a wedding date over Christmas break the following 
year, we were considering the Friday after Christmas that 
year. Now, the feast of the Holy Family is usually celebrated 
on the Sunday after Christmas. However, because Christ-
mas happened to be on a Sunday in 2011, the Church cele-
brated the Holy Family on December 30th, or the Friday 
after Christmas. 
 

On top of that, during the process of preparing for our wed-
ding, we had to give our baptismal information to our parish 
in Grand Rapids, and we discovered that Kristina was bap-
tized on the feast of the Holy Family! Once we realized this 
we had no doubt of when to schedule our wedding. A few 
months after we got married we found out that we were ex-
pecting our first child in December - and you can take a 
guess on what feast we decided to have him baptized.  
 

Besides the many coincidental ways this feast has become 
a part of  my life, it’s also a devotion that I’ve slowly made a 
part of my spiritual life. Saint Joseph has not only been a 
model for me of what it means to be a holy father and hus-
band, but I’ve turned to him  many times as I’ve faced 
changing jobs, moving, or other major decisions for my fam-
ily. I would even attribute his intercession as part of the rea-
son why I’m working here at Most Holy Trinity. About a year 
and a half ago, during the spring, I was feeling discontent 
with my job at Calvin College. One morning I decided to 
start a novena to Saint Joseph for the grace to be at peace 
with my job or that God would put something else in my 
path. During my lunch break later that day I was doing 
some reading online and realized that it was May 1st, the 
feast of St. Joseph the Worker. So I finished the novena 
and shortly after that I found the job posting for this position 
at MHT and the rest is history. 
 

Ever since Kristina and I went through the book “33 Days to 
Morning Glory” last year and consecrated ourselves to Je-
sus through Mary, I’ve begun growing in my relationship 
with Mary. Call me a terrible Catholic, but I’ve always dread-
ed praying the Rosary, and whenever I heard someone talk 
about a devotion to Mary I always thought that meant say-
ing the Rosary. However, after reading “33 Days” and going 
through the Marian consecration, I came to see devotion to 
Mary very differently. I realized that by surrendering my 
cares and concerns to her I had more faith that they were 
being heard by God. I realized I could turn to her in times of 
trial and temptation, look to her example of obedience, and 
ask for her grace in overcoming the difficulties of life.  
 

On this feast Kristina and I are celebrating four years of 
marriage, three children, ten jobs (between the two of us), 
two moves, and many other major life events that we’ve 
shared together. The Holy Family of Nazareth has been our 

companions throughout these past few years and I pray that 
the intercession and examples of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 
continue to guide us and our family.  

 

Have a blessed feast of the Holy Family,            Paul 

Thank you! 
A special thanks to everyone who helped us to help the 
needy at this holy time of the year: those who contributed to 
the Advent Giving Tree, and those who made donations for 
our fund for the needy, which helps us provide for many 
families throughout the year.  The Food Pantry in St. Johns 
is always in need of non-perishable items; the St. Vincent 
de Paul Society in St. Johns always receives donations of 
clothing and furniture.  Below are charities that help the 
needy of Clinton County: 
 

     Basic Needs Center:  105 N. Clinton Ave., St. Johns 
                                          517-230-4618 
     St. Vincent’s DePaul: 1009 S. US 127, St. Johns 
                                          224-8852 
     Capital Area Community Services: 
                                         1001 S. Oakland St., St. Johns 
                                         224-6702 
     Shared Pregnancy:    503 N. Walnut St., Lansing 
                                          517-484-1882 
 

Please consider supporting these organizations throughout 
the year to help those in need. 
 

Christmas Decor Take-down 
Taking down Christmas decor will take place on Sunday, 
January 10 (2016) immediately following the 10:30 am 
Mass.  If you can assist, please sign-up on the sign-up 
sheet in the vestibule of the church.  If you can help in any 
way, please sign up, even if just for a short time.  If you 
have any questions, please contact the parish office or 
Susie at 593-2490.  

The Holy Season of Christmas 
 
 

Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God 
Holy Day of Obligation 

Thursday, December 31
st
  7:00 pm. 

Friday, January 1
st
 2016   9:00 am. 

 

Feast of the Epiphany    
January2/3

rd
 2016 

4:30 pm. Saturday 
8:30 and 10:30 am. Sunday 

*Blessed chalk will be provided for the bless-
ing of the home 

 

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
January 9/10

th
 2016 

4:30 pm. Saturday 
8:30 and 10:30 am. Sunday 

*holy water will be blessed for the faithful to 
take home 
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Sponsor of the Week 
 

Our thanks to the many businesses that make it possi-
ble for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish. 

 
 

Pung Garage Doors & Openers 

 

The Parish office will be closed on 
December 31 & January 1 for the 

Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God. 

 
During this Holy Season 

Let’s not forget our persecuted brothers and sisters  
in the Middle East 

 
Iraqi nun's visa denial raises questions for US State Department 

 
Sister Diana Momenka, a Catholic nun from Iraq, intended to visit the U.S. to talk about the persecution of religious minori-
ties in her country – until the local U.S. consulate denied her visa application.  Now the Department of State is facing ques-
tions about whether that action has interfered with efforts to help persecuted Christians and other minorities.  “Sister Diana 
represents tens of thousands of Iraqi Christians, forced to convert or die or flee their homes. She’ll tell us the truth about 
what’s happening,” U.S. Rep. Doug Collins (R-Ga.) told CNA May 7.  “Like thousands of other Christians in the region, Sis-
ter Diana is a victim of ISIS,” Collins said in a May 5 letter to Secretary of State John Kerry. “She has devoted her life to 
helping other victims and advocating for them.” 
 

Collins, a member of Congress’ Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission, is investigating the rejection of her visa applica-
tion. He said the State Department’s actions indicate that it does not believe sharing her story with policymakers and others 
“merited even the consideration of her application.” 
 

 “Rather, it appears the State Department has chosen to continue to largely ignore the persecution of Christians at 
the hands of ISIS, I find that unacceptable.” 
Sister Diana, a Dominican Sister of Saint Catherine of Siena, intended to take part in an Iraqi delegation planning to travel to 
Washington. She was to meet with the Senate and House foreign relations committees, the state department, the U.S. 
Agency for International Development, and several NGOs, according to Nina Shea, writing at the National Review blog The 
Corner May 3.  Her visit had the endorsement of U.S. Rep. Anna Eshoo (D-Calif.) and was supported by two groups in-
volved in international human rights.  On April 28, the U.S. consulate in Erbil told the nun that her visa application had been 
rejected. Sister Diana told Shea that a consular officer said that the visa was denied because she was an internally dis-
placed person.  Displaced persons are considered at risk of overstaying their visas or otherwise seeking to remain in the 
U.S. However, this status is not always a barrier: according to Shea, a delegation of internally displaced Iraqi Yazidis re-
ceived visas in October to travel to the U.S. to speak. 
 

Sister Diana had been a teacher at St. Ephrem Seminary in Bakhdida until the Islamic State invaded the city in August 
2014. The caliphate forced Christians to flee if they would not convert to Islam or pay the jizya, a tax on non-Muslims.  Like 
tens of thousands of other Christians, Sister Diana has fled to Iraqi Kurdistan for her safety. She has been teaching at the 
Babel College of Philosophy and Theology in Erbil. 
 

She was the only Christian in her delegation, which also included members of the Yazidi and Turkmen Shia reli-
gious groups.  Sister Diana’s visa application was the only one rejected. 
 

A State Department spokesman told CNA the department cannot discuss individual visa applications due to privacy con-
cerns.  Shea said at National Review that “as an articulate, English-speaking Iraqi Christian, who is not only personally a 
victim of ISIS but also an aid worker with a broad perspective on the suffering of the Christian community there, Sister Diana 
would make an exceptional witness.”  CNA sought comment from Sister Diana, but she did not respond.  Collins said Sister 
Diana did not appear to be at high risk of remaining in the U.S. beyond her visa period. His letter noted her previous travels 
to the U.S. and asked why the state department would bar a persecuted Catholic nun from coming to the U.S. to speak 
about her experiences and to advocate for religious freedom. 
 

Collins told CNA that his job on the Lantos Human Rights Commission is to focus on issues of religious persecution and 
religious freedom that he believes the U.S. administration “refuses to recognize.”  “Islamic radicalism is real, and so is its 
conquest of religious minorities in the Middle East and Africa,” he said, charging that Kerry and President Obama are failing 
to talk about the persecution of Iraqi Christians. 
 

I encourage you to call or write to your Congressional Representative and the White House and let them know that 
their ignoring of the plight of Christians in the Middle East is unacceptable. 
 

God bless,  Fr. Dennis 
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News & Events From Our Parish & Other Areas 

Knights of Columbus Christmas Party 
 

The Knights of Columbus will be having their Christmas 
Party on Saturday, January 9

th
 at 6:00 pm at the KC Hall.  

The council will provide meat, potatoes, drinks, and place 
settings.  Everyone is asked to bring a dish to pass.  Please 
RSVP to Paul Horak at pvhorak@hotmail.com or 517-281-
8838.   

Holiday “Returns” for Vocations  

Most Holy Trinity Parish is blessed to have 
so many of our young men and women pur-
suing religious vocations and we are always 
looking for ways to continue to show our 

support for them.  If anyone wishes to donate returnable's 
from holiday celebrations or Christmas parties we will ar-
range to pick them up.  Please call Kurt Koenigsknecht 224
-4058 or Agnes Koenigsknecht 593-2614 to arrange for 
pickup. 

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School 
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com 

 MHT School – Connecting Faith to Life 
 

Important Dates: 
 

Monday, January 4       School Resumes  
Tuesday, January 5       Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
Wednesday January 6       Open House 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, January 6       Math Club 3:10 – 4:15 p.m. 
Tuesday, January 12       Mass @ 8:15 a.m. 
 

Check Us Out:  Starting January 6, 2016, every 
Wednesday morning from 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. a couple of our 
8

th
 grade students will be hosting visitors and taking them 

around the school.  No appointment is necessary. 
 

Breakfast:  Save the Date for our 8
th
 Grade Breakfast 

which will be held on Sunday, January 31, 2016. 
 

Pray for the people who have wronged you, that they may 
be more considerate of the feelings of others.  Then forgive 
them, fully and sincerely.  – from Sisterhood of Saints 

Fertility Classes 
 

Creighton Model of FertilityCare is a method of natural 
family planning that is extremely helpful for couples 
struggling with infertility to be able to conceive naturally, 
without artificial reproductive technologies. Rita Johnson is 
a parishioner at Resurrection Parish in Lansing. She has 
recently begun teaching the Creighton Model of 
FertilityCare, at the New Life Center in Lansing and at St 
Mary's in Westphalia and can also offer online teaching. An 
introductory session is being held at St Mary's in 
Westphalia in January. For more information call (517)775-
7229 or email Rita at littlekerrysacres@gmail.com.  

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS WHO RECYCLE 
 

It has been brought to the attention of the Clinton County 
Department of Waste Management that county residents 
using the Village of Fowler Recycling Site are not separat-
ing their items and instead are dumping everything all 
mixed together in whatever bin has space. This is causing a 
major problem for the Village’s DPW department who is left 
to sort out the mess. We have several signs at this site la-
beling the bins and what goes into them.  Failure to follow 
these rules could result in the closure of the Fowler Recy-
cling Site. Thank you for your cooperation!  

Homework Club 
 

Starting in January, a Homework Club will be opened at 
Waldron Elementary for kindergarten-5th grade students.  
The club will run on Tuesday’s and Thursday’s from 3:15-
4:15 and 4:30-5:30.  The charge is just $10 per session and 
it is open to both Waldron and MHT students.  If you are 
interested in a place for your child to get a jump start on 
homework, then please visit https://goo.gl/UZdzYM to regis-
ter.  If you have further questions, feel free to email, call or 
text Erin Schafer at 517-490-6388 or 
erin1001@hotmail.com 

Posting for Director of Music -St. Michael Parish  
 

Medium size parish near Lansing seeks a Director of Music 
experienced in Catholic music/liturgy. Responsibilities in-
clude: providing music at two weekend liturgies, school litur-
gies, sacramental and special events, direct two choirs, de-
velop Youth/Children’s choir utilizing traditional and contem-
porary church music. Complete position description availa-
ble upon request. Thirty-hour per week salary with full bene-
fits and additional income opportunities. Email resume to: 
jameseisele@stmichaelgl.org by December 28th. Start 
date: January, 2016 

 
 

Scrip will be available in the Parish Of-
fice until school resumes on January 
4th.  Thanks! 

mailto:pvhorak@hotmail.com
mailto:littlekerrysacres@gmail.com
mailto:jameseisele@stmichaelgl.org
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Monday - December 28 
    7:00 p.m.  + Donna Piggott & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 
Tuesday – December 29 
    8:15 a.m.  + Patti & Gertrude Simmon & Living &  
  Deceased Members of the Family 
Wednesday – December 30 
     6:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration for Vocations 
     7:00 p.m. + Leon Simon  & Living & Deceased  
  Members of the Family 
Thursday – December 31 - Vigil of Solemnity of Mary  
                           the Holy Mother of God - Holy Day of  
                           Obligation 
     7:00 p.m. + Kevin Smith 
Friday – January 1 - Solemnity of Mary the Holy Mother  
                            of God - Holy Day of Obligation 
     9:00 a.m. + Virginia Thoma (8th Anniversary), Including 
  Josh 
Saturday - January 2 
     8:15 a.m.  -  No Mass 
     4:30 p.m. + Roman & Helen Armbrustmacher & Living 
  & Deceased Members of the Family 
Sunday - January 3 
     8:30 a.m.  Mass of Thanksgiving 
   10:30 a.m.  People of the Parish 

Mass Servers During This Week 
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Josie & Cooper Koenigsknecht 
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - Adam Pohl, Mia Riley 
Wed., 7:00 p.m. - Christi Spitzley, Trey Thelen 

Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, January 2 & 3 
4:30 p.m. – Jim Koenigsknecht, Luke Hufnagel, Kevin Feld-
pausch, Volunteer 
8:30 a.m. – Alan Kramer, Gerry Schomisch, Philip Schmitt, 
Ralph Feldpausch 
10:30 a.m. - Joe Theis, Terry Theis, Tyler Theis, Jarud 
Koenigsknecht 

Mass Servers for Saturday & Sunday, January 2 & 3 
4:30 p.m. – Holly, Taylor & Trey Bierstetel, Brandon Platte 
8:30 a.m. -  Jace & Tricia Feldpausch, Tyler & Logan Klein 
10:30 a.m. - Delanie, Preston & Camden Braun, Michael 
Despres 

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. 
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to 
pray for the families of our parish, may the 
intercessions of the Holy Family bring them 
many blessings. 

Readings for the Week of December 27, 2015 
 

Monday 1 John 1:5—2:2; Psalms 124:2-3, 4-5,  
  7cd-8; Matthew 2:13-18 
Tuesday 1 John 2:3-11; Psalms 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-
  6; Luke 2:22-35 
Wednesday 1 John 2:12-17; Psalms 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10; 
  Luke 2:36-40 
Thursday 1 John 2:18-21; Psalms 96:1-2, 11-12, 13; 
  John 1:1-18 
Friday  Numbers 6:22-27; Psalms 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; 
  Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:16-21 
Saturday 1 John 2:22-28; Psalms 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-
  4; John 1:19-28 

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or 
recovering especially: Frieda Gallagher, Carl Stump, Regina 
Martin, Sean Dush, Evan Pung, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, 
Adam Schaefer, Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin, Sara 
Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, Kenny Briganti, Jeff Pline, Sharon 
(Thelen) Droste, Theresa Fox, Marie Hengesbach, Edward 
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Jean Schafer, Don 
Simon, Roman Arens, Roy Frechen, Paul Soyka, Julie Wieber 
Schafer, Irene (Luttig) Weber, Maryann Esch, Bill Barns, Bob 
Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta, Fr. Bill Koenigsknecht, Dick 
Rehmann, Cindy Russell, Roy Weber, Joanne McNamara, 
Eugene L. Thelen, Janet Simmon and a special intention. 
 

Please contact the parish office to inform us when we can 
add or remove a person’s name from the list. Thank you. 
 

Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish 
Community who are in the Armed Services. 

Most Holy Trinity  
 

December 27, 2015 
 

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard 
 

Parish Office Hours 8am-12pm & 1pm-3pm 
 

To Contact Us: 
Parish Office:               593-2162 
Fax:                                593-2171 
E-Mail:     office@mhtparish.com 
Website:              mhtparish.com 

 

Most Holy Trinity School: 593-2616 

Ushers for December 31, Vigil & January 1, Solemnity 
of Mary the Holy Mother of God - Holy Day of Obligation 
7:00 p.m. – Clare M. Thelen, Luke Thelen, Bruce Simon, 
Gary Schueller 
9:00 a.m. - Randy Wirth, Glenn Esch, Neil Hufnagel, Ronn 
Thelen 

Mass Servers for December 31, Vigil & January 1, So-
lemnity of Mary the Holy Mother of God - Holy Day of 
Obligation 
7:00 p.m. - Holly & Taylor Bierstetel, Caiden & Chase Pung 
9:00 a.m. - Olivia Datema, Kara Esch, Cody Johnson, Mary 
Beth Wohlfert 

1st Publication 
 

Jamison Fedewa; Son of Roy Fedewa 
& Barb O’Brien 
 

Bethany Smith; Daughter of Bruce & 
Mary Jo Wirth and the Late David Smith 

There will not be confessions and a 
Heart of Jesus Holy Hour on Thurs-
day, December 31st. 

 

Also, there will be NO 8:15 am Mass on Saturday, January 
2nd. 


