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Our nation celebrates 250 years since the signing of the Declaration of Independence this 

weekend—a date that we consider to be our national “birthday.” The history of the 

American revolution is a complex one, but we might boil it down to say that the peoples of 

the colonies desired representation along with taxation; and when that didn’t happen, they 

came to believe that they could better govern themselves, as opposed to being subject to a 

king some 3,000 miles across the ocean. 

 

The portrayal of kings in Scripture is very interesting.  In the Old Testament, the people of 

Israel, grown populous in the Promised Land, also grow dissatisfied with their judges, and 

come to desire a king so as to be like the other nations around them.  So they beg their 

judge-prophet Samuel to appoint a king for them.  We might compare their actions here to 

a young person desperate to be like everyone else, and Samuel’s response to that of every 

parent: “if everyone else was jumping off a cliff would you?!” The problem with kings, the 

Lord reveals through Samuel, are many: he will constantly send your sons off to war.  He 

will take the best of the land and give it to his cronies.  Basically, you will become slaves to 

the king. Sadly, the people don’t listen and persist in demanding a King, and so the Lord 

allows them to experience the full weight of their own choosing (cf. I Sam 8).   

 

Most of Isreal’s kings were evil men; a few were not so bad.  King David was called “a man 

after God’s own heart” (cf. Acts 13:22), and yet he was far from perfect.  When given the 

option to choose between 3 punishments for his sinful actions, David chose a punishment 

that brought pestilence on his entire people rather than one that would have been only a 

personal discomfort (cf. 2 Sam 24).  So the overall image of the human king in the Old 

Testament is profoundly negative; Samuel’s prophecy is proven true time and time again. 

 

And yet, in our 1st reading today from the Prophet Zechariah we are given an image of a 

very different kind of king: one that is just, meek, and humble enough to ride a donkey.  

Zechariah was one of the last prophets of the Old Testament, and he offers hope that Isreal 

might finally have a good king—one who would finally put away the sword and proclaim 

peace to the nations.  It sounds great!  But when this King finally came, most of the people 

wanted nothing to do with him.   

 

If we jump about 500 years after Zechariah, Jesus is on trial before the Roman governor 

Pontius Pilate. The initial charge is blasphemy, but that is a question of the Jewish religion, 

and not of Roman law, so Pilate doesn’t really care about that.  Rather, His concern is that 

some are saying that this Jesus is claiming to be a king.  So Pilate interrogates him, but 

quickly sees that this man poses no real threat to the great power of Rome.  Pilate tries to 

release Jesus back to the people, but they cry out for Barabbas, an insurrectionist; someone 

who understood the dynamics of power through violence.  The complete opposite of Jesus. 



 
 

So what are we to make of all this?  A few thoughts.  First, there is no getting around the 

fact that Jesus Christ is indeed a king, but of a very different kind than human kings.  In 

Mark’s Gospel (1:14), the very first recorded words of Jesus—His inaugural address, so to 

speak is this: the time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the 

Gospel.  And why is the Kingdom now here?  There is only one possible answer: because 

Jesus Christ has begun His slow ascent to the Cross.  In other words, the King is at hand! 

 

Now as we said, Americans usually bristle at the idea of a king ruling over subjects, and not 

without good reason.  But we have nothing to fear in Christ the King, and that’s really the 

key here.  Just as we saw in the Old Testament, people don’t want to be ruled by bad kings.  

And yet, if we are honest, we have to admit that people want and we need good leaders.  

Absolute autonomy, where everyone does their own thing, only leads to chaos (or worse).  

This is the delicate line that Americans have tried to straddle since our very foundation. 

 

Which brings us back to Christ.  We can trust Him to be our king because He is meek and 

humble of heart, and He will lead us our desired rest.  Now, meekness is not weakness, but 

rather we might define meekness as “strength through gentleness.” While it’s true Jesus 

appeared weak during His passion—indeed, the crowds even ridiculed Him for this—the 

reality was that He simply chose to not exercise His strength.  Why? In order to save us!   

 

Jesus is also a humble king.  Fulfilling the prophecy of Zechariah, His “triumphal entry” into 

Jerusalem just before holy week was celebrated riding on a donkey.  Rather than coming in 

regal attire on a “war horse,” Jesus rode a simple donkey—a beast of burden.  While we can 

all probably think of many other examples in which Jesus displayed great humility, the 

Letter to the Hebrews suggests that His greatest act of humility was the Incarnation itself: 

the God of the universe, taking on our lowly human nature.  Why? In order to save us. 

 

In all of this, Jesus explains in our Gospel today, He is revealing the heart of God the Father.  

He lived in perfect obedience to the Father, out of perfect love, like a subject before a king. 

The wise and the learned didn’t “get it” then, and they still don’t understand Him today.  But 

Jesus made it crystal clear that we can trust Him.  That unlike the evil kings of this world, 

He never takes from us.  He only gives.   

 

But here’s the challenge: He does require our absolute allegiance.  The great temptation, 

especially in this country, is to approach Christ our King with an inflated sense of 

autonomy, and the attitude of an entitled consumer.  Meaning: I’ll take all the good stuff—

love, mercy, peace, and heaven.  But I don’t want to hear about a truth that is higher than 

my feelings or popular ideas of morality.  I don’t want to hear about commandments or 

redemptive suffering or faith that walks in the darkness.  But to live in and find rest in the 

Kingdom of God requires the opposite of an autonomous, entitled consumer.  That’s why it 



 
 

requires repentance; that is, to renounce our pride, to be meek and humble of heart, and to 

joyfully follow and obey in all things Christ, our great King.  As Jesus taught us to pray, not 

my will be done but Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done. 


