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This weekend, we are concluding a series of 3 Sundays looking at the “parables of the 

Kingdom of Heaven” in St. Matthew’s Gospel.  2 weeks ago, we considered how in the 

Kingdom, God the Father is like a farmer who sows the seeds of His Word into the hearts of 

men.  Sometimes this seed will produce nothing; other times it will produce an abundant 

harvest, depending upon the soil of our hearts.  Last weekend, we heard that the Kingdom 

may appear as small and insignificant as a mustard seed, but someday we will see it 

triumphing over all the other trees in the forests of our lives. 

 

Now today, we have another parable involving a field.  But this time, a treasure is found in 

that field.  Once it is found, the person re-hides the treasure, and buys the entire field.  But 

in order to buy it, he has to sell all that he has.  Now hold on to that thought as we move 

onto the next image: the merchant who finds a pearl of great price.  He too must sell all that 

he has in order to obtain this most precious treasure.  So what are we to make of all this? 

 

Well first, let’s consider the treasure.  Simply put, the Kingdom of God is the treasure.  Even 

more, Jesus is the Kingdom of God in the flesh: He is our greatest treasure.  So today’s 

parable is meant to help us to examine ourselves: what is my greatest treasure in life?  Is it 

Jesus Christ?  I think if we are honest, this is a very tough question.  Since I was a little boy, I 

have been interested in cars.  I remember one time when I was very young, I got to ride in a 

Cadillac.  I thought I was on top of the world!  Well, I’m pretty sure that Cadillac has long 

been in the trash heap: in fact, it’s probably nothing more than dust now. 

 

How many of our treasures and pearls are now in a landfill?  And that’s key: the Kingdom of 

God is the only thing that lasts, that endures, for eternal life.  That’s why it is the greatest 

treasure.  But it’s not always an instantly pleasurable treasure.  You won’t often see the 

immediate fruit of the Word of faith that you seek to nurture in your heart.  You won’t be 

rich and famous by being generous.  You won’t win any awards for offering hope to the 

despairing.  But that doesn’t mean the Kingdom isn’t real, or that it isn’t powerful.  Just look 

at the Cross, where God’s apparent weakness is actually where we see His full strength. 

 

So now let’s consider how our treasure is to be treated.  In the first parable, the man re-

hides the treasure upon finding it, and then buys the entire field it is buried in.  Why?  I 

think the only reason is that he wants to protect it.  We must protect the Kingdom of God in 

our hearts if we are not to lose it.  Because the evil one will do everything he can to rob the 

joy of that treasure-finder.  Those who do not protect the treasure are like the rocky or 

thorny soil that receives the Kingdom at once and immediately loses it.  It takes vigilance at 

every moment to hold on to the Kingdom, and it can be tiring.  Which is why we have to 

keep our eyes on the prize—on the treasure always, and believe that the effort is worth it! 



 
 

So how about the curious merchant who sells all he has to buy a pearl of great price, but 

then holds on to it?  We would have expected him to go and sell the pearl for an even 

greater profit—that’s what merchants do.  But that’s not what happens here.  Why?  This 

too is key: because there is nothing greater he can own! All the gold in the world could not 

even come close to the value of the Kingdom.  So the business is closed.  He is satisfied. 

 

But we cannot overlook the fact of what the Kingdom has cost these 2: everything they 

have.  And that too is so important.  Jesus is telling us that the Kingdom of God—believing 

Him, having Him as Lord, requires our willingness to topple over every other god in our 

lives in order to crown Him as Lord.  It may not require our literal selling of all our 

possessions, although some people, like St. Anthony of the desert, did just that.  But it does 

mean our willingness to be completely, and I mean completely, detached from them.   

 

And as hard as that seems, Jesus ups the ante with the final parable: that of the good and 

bad fish.  I think it’s fair to say that the Church has often been overly reluctant to talk about 

the Last Judgement and the possibility of people going to hell these days, and its somewhat 

understandable: if we were to really allow this to sink in—the reality of souls spending all 

eternity separated from our loving Father, it would be more than we can bear.  But this 

hesitation has a great cost.  And that is, an incorrect balance of justice and mercy gives 

people an excuse for bad behavior, by removing all consequences.  Here’s what I mean. 

 

In one of his encyclicals, the late Pope Benedict XVI wrote: God is justice and creates justice. 

And in his justice there is also grace. Both these things—justice and grace—must be seen in 

their correct inner relationship. Grace does not cancel out justice. It does not make wrong into 

right. It is not a sponge which wipes everything away, so that whatever someone has done on 

earth ends up being of equal value. Evildoers, in the end, do not sit at table at the eternal 

banquet beside their victims without distinction, as though nothing had happened. (SS44) 

 

In other words, life matters.  Our thoughts, actions, and words matter.  And as much as the 

reality of the Last Judgment may make us uncomfortable, deep down, we wouldn’t want it 

any other way.  Because if there is no divine justice, no final restoration, then this life is 

ultimately absurd.  Even more, we do not need to fear the final judgment, because Jesus has 

shown us the way to the Kingdom, especially through the parables: to seek to make our 

hearts into good soil, so that He can find a fruitful home in them.  To hold on to the one, 

holy, Catholic and Apostolic faith, even if it seems only like a mustard seed, believing that 

someday we will see its full measure.  And to allow Him to be our pearl of great price, 

forsaking all other idols set on the throne of our hearts.  To not only understand but to live 

for the Kingdom of God, makes one far more wise and rich than even King Solomon of Old.  

May the Lord give us the grace to be willing to forsake all else and to gain His Kingdom. 


