Most Holy Trinity

February 24, 2019
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

“Give and gifts will be given to you, a good measure,
packed together, shaken down, and overflowing will be
poured into your lap. For the measure with which you
measure will in return be measured out to you.”
Luke 6:37-38

Please pray for our priests
who are sick and recovering
Fr. Stanley Czarnota, Fr. Tim Dombrowski, Fr. Pat Egan,
Msgr Richard Groshek, Fr. Charles Irvin, Fr. Louis Madey,
Msgr Michael Murphy, Fr. Bob Roggenbuck,
Fr. Bill Spencer, Fr. Joseph Tran, Fr. Ray Urbanek
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This week I have asked Paul Fahey to share with us.
God Bless, Fr. Dennis
In two weeks, on March 10th, our RCIA
candidates, Jared Lewandowski, Seth Nelson,
and Dennis O’Hare, will go through the Call to
Continuing Conversion in Lansing. There they
will go before Bishop Boyea and ask to join
the Catholic Church. So I wanted to take this
opportunity to have Jared, Seth, and Dennis
introduce themselves to the parish and share
a brief testimony about how God brought
them to the Catholic faith.
First, I would like to point something out in these guys’
testimonies. Like everyone else I’ve seen go through RCIA,
the road to the Catholic Church begins long before RCIA.
The reason why most people even look into Catholicism in
the first place is because there was a Catholic in their life
who invited them to Mass. Or there was someone in their
life willing to really talk with them about Jesus. Or there was
someone who could answer their questions about the
Catholic faith. Or the person in their life who listened to
them and cared about them also happened to be Catholic.
So I hope these testimonies not only help you to get to
know the candidates going through RCIA, but I also hope
they encourage you to reach out of your comfort zone and
have a conversation with a friend or coworker about Jesus,
invite someone who isn’t Catholic (or who no longer
practices) to come to Mass or a Holy Spirit Encounter with
you, or simply listen and be present to someone in need of
God’s mercy. And please continue to pray for Jared, Seth,
and Dennis as they complete this process of catechesis,
discernment, and prayer.

Jared Lewandowski: Hello, my name
is Jared Lewandowski. I am from and
currently live in St. Johns but went to high
school in Fowler. I graduated in 2014. My
family has had a mix of both Lutheran
and
Baptist
teachings
throughout
however, speaking for myself, I have not
really had a close relationship with God
or had much care regarding my faith until
recently. Because of this I have had
numerous falling outs with God in my
time. These falling outs have been major definers of my life
previously and, admittedly, still are to an extent.
However, over the past five years, despite these falling
outs, I have been slowly rekindling whatever relationship I
had with God and building upon it. This is all thanks, in
large part, due to a few close friends of mine that are a part
of the Most Holy Trinity Parish. Becoming Catholic, to me,
at this point is not just a starting point on my journey in this
life but an openness to its end. The further I dive deeper
into the faith the more I simply can’t wait for the day that I
can, hopefully, stand before God and be received into His
Kingdom. But to reach that end, like I alluded to, I must
begin. To some extent I have but I have been taught that
action must meet intent for intent to have any meaning
outside of any one person. And with that, Confirmation and
my first Communion, I am excited to say, will serve as those
clear actions to my intent to do God’s work here so I can be
with Him once this life reaches its end.
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Seth

Nelson: My name is Seth
Nelson. Most of you would probably
recognize me if I was standing next to
my wife, Kayla, who is your music
director. In short, the reason I’m in RCIA
is that God has revealed truths to me
that I cannot deny. God has led me
toward Catholicism over the course of
the last three years, but there were hints
and pushes that I can see all the way
back to my childhood, when I was really
drawn to some mysteries of the faith. I was raised Lutheran,
and by high school and college I felt more and more drawn
to God and zealous after His heart. Now, after asking lots of
questions and finding more answers, I am looking forward
to being able to partake in the Eucharist as a Catholic soon,
to further what Christ has started in me and to become
more sanctified. Becoming Catholic is the next part of
where He wants me to go, and I know I still have much
more ahead of me in my faith journey. I am looking forward
to what God has in store for me and how he will work
through me to further the Kingdom with the gifts he has
given me.
Dennis O’Hare: Hello, my
name is Dennis O’Hare. I
have been part of the Fowler
community for over 22 years
now. I grew up in a small town
near Buffalo, New York. I
came to Fowler to do an
internship at Rich-Ro Dairy
and wound up never leaving! I
have always loved this area,
and the people that live in it. My wife Kim (Simmon) is from
Fowler, and we have been married almost 16 years. We
have been blessed with three children, Liam (15), Grace
(13), and Jack (9). My family belonged to the United Church
of Christ when I was growing up, but we did not attend
regularly. With my wife and kids being Catholic, I have
wanted to be able to share in their experiences with the
church, but I was hesitant to do so. Since starting RCIA
classes, I have learned a great deal, and I am excited to
see where the future takes me. This definitely feels like the
beginning of a wonderful journey that I never expected to
be on!

Lenten Fish Fries
Fish Fries are March 15 and April 5 from 4
to 6:30pm. VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to
work at the fish fries. Sign-up sheets are in
the back of church though March 10. Feel
free to sign up for one or both dates. The
success of these fish fries depends on the help and
support of the community. Thank You!!

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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2019 CEMETERY UPDATE
We want to update you on the cemetery work that was completed in 2018 and inform you of our plans for 2019. As you may
remember, we had some drainage tile replaced and extended to the south in the northeast section so that we could fill in the
ravine and make that section more suitable for burials. The hauling of approximately 5,000 yards of dirt/clay started in
January of 2018 and was completed that February. Some pine trees had to be removed because of the work being done.
Anyone driving by during this project can recall that it was quite a mess and probably had doubts of how it was going to turn
out. Well we are happy to say that it turned out great! The area was seeded last fall and the Lord took care of things from
that point on. With the rain, the grass came in very nicely.
Our plan for 2019 is to complete the drive through the northeast section now that the above work is done. The shrine that is
currently at the end of that short drive will need to be removed. At this time. we have no plans to replace this shrine because
we have two additional shrines in the southeast section that need some serious work done. Otherwise we need to come up
with an idea for a shrine in a different location in the east section. We welcome input from the parish on how to proceed with
these. Father Dennis is also working with a committee to improve our infant area which is in the corner behind the Veterans
Memorial. Look for an update in the bulletin. Another project on our list is the addition of a storage building, as we are really
cramped for storage space in the back of the chapel. Adding a building would allow us to move the east wall in the chapel to
give more room when the chapel is used for funerals. This may have to be a 2020 project.
We continue to ask/beg for volunteers for our mowing teams. Men and women are welcome. Currently there are 4 teams
that mow once a month (at the most) and one team that mows the east section as needed. We have three riding mowers,
two zero turn, six push mowers for trimming and five weed trimmers. Normally it takes less than two hours to mow with
enough help. We have been very fortunate over the years to have had enough help, but are in need now. If you have
questions, contact the parish office or Ralph Pung 989-640-7835. When we are done mowing there are soft drinks and
donuts to enjoy while socializing. If anyone has a refrigerator that they would like to donate to help us provide cold drinks, it
would be appreciated. It does not have to be anything fancy, just one that works.
We also want to make you aware of two cleaning products for head stones. The first is D/2 which is recommended by Lowell
Granite and can be purchased from Dale Thelen at 989-640-3331. The second one is Wet & Forget which has been
recommended by one of our parishioners and they have been pleased with the results. This product can be purchased at
Meijer, Menards and other hardware stores.
Thanks and God Bless,
The Cemetery Committee

During

Before

Finished Product
Blessed Cardinal Newman to be
Canonized
On Wednesday, Pope Francis approved the
canonization of Bl. John Henry Newman, a
Roman Catholic cardinal, scholar, and founder of
the Oratory of St. Philip Neri in England. Cardinal Newman was
beatified by Pope Benedict XVI in Birmingham, England on Sept.
19, 2010. Bl. John Henry Newman was a 19th century theologian,
poet, and Catholic priest. Originally an Anglican priest, he converted
to Catholicism in 1845 and his writings are considered among some
of the most important Church-writings in recent centuries.
The first miracle attributed to Newman’s intercession involved the
complete and inexplicable healing of a deacon from a disabling
spinal condition. His second miracle concerned the healing of a
pregnant American woman. The woman prayed for the intercession
of Cardinal Newman at a time of life-threatening diagnosis, and her
doctors are unable to explain how or why she was able to suddenly
recover. The date of his canonization has not yet been announced.

February 28
6:30 - 8:00 pm
In the church

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Page 4

Principal of Most Holy Trinity School
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com
By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy Trinity
School seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to proclaim the Gospel, restore
all things in Him, strive to lead our students to the Truth for the
betterment of this world and prepare them for the age to come.

Important Dates:
Fri., March 1
Mass @ 8:15 a.m.
Weds., March 6
Mass @ 8:15 a.m./Ash Wednesday
Sun., March 10
Daylight Savings Time begins
Tues., March 12
Mass @ 8:15 a.m.
School Renovation: The school’s Education Commission
is currently looking over plans to do some renovations and
improvements to the middle school building. Once plans are
finalized at least two bids will be solicited and then a
proposal will be made to the parish finance council and
Father Dennis. Some of the renovations include new
windows, converting the computer lab into offices and a
conference room, exterior siding, and classroom air
conditioning. The extent of the project will depend on the
funds available.

Happiness: The greatest happiness of life is the
conviction that we are loved – loved for ourselves, or
rather, loved in spite of ourselves. – Victor Hugo
Fowler Fireman Breakfast
Fowler Fire Department is hosting their annual
all-you-can-eat breakfast March 17 from 8 am
- noon at the Activity Center . Cost: Adults $8.00, age 6 -13 is $3.00, under 5 is free.
Bible Study on Acts of the Apostles
Everyone is welcome to join in a 10 week study on the Acts
of the Apostles which will begin on Friday, March 8th at 9
AM in the Father Ray Youth Center. The study, "Lectio
Evangelization" is taken from FORMED on our parish
website and led by Dr. Mary Healy.
The family of Beverly Simon would like to
express our deep appreciation to family and
friends for the many prayers, cards, food,
flowers, donations, all the support and love
during her illness and passing. A special thank
you to Father Darrel, Father Schafer, and
Catherine Weber/choir for the beautiful funeral mass. It was
a wonderful celebration of Beverly’s life. Thank you also, to
SKLV of Ionia, Smith Funeral Home, Janet Thurston for the
meal preparation, and all those who helped with the meal.
Contributions will be made to SKLV of Ionia.

Transformation & Healing
Most Holy Trinity Church
4/7/2019 at 7 PM
Encounter God in a new way,
deepen your relationship
with him, and receive
prayer for physical or
emotional healing.

February 24, 2019
Director of Youth Ministry
Corey Luna - mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.
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Alt Spring Break March 24 - 30: This year we will go to
North Carolina to serve with Habitat for Humanity. During
our stay we will construct houses with volunteers as well as
spend time contemplating the Lord's goodness and pray for
more outpouring of His spirit!! If interested, contact Corey.
2019 Steubenville Trip: Sign up is now available for our
annual Steubenville trip. There will be great speakers,
adoration, prayer, confession, and some free time. This is a
great chance to see who God is and what He is calling you
to do in your life!. Trip cost is dependent on how much we
raise, so stay tuned. We are attending June 21-23. To sign
up go to mhtparish.com and click on the link for the form!
Steubenville LEAD: This weeklong retreat is an excellent
way for any student to dive deeper into their faith life. The
retreat staff leads students in different prayer methods,
teachings, and ways to strengthen their overall relationship
with God. If you are interested in this LEAD week please
email Corey at mhtyouthcorey@gmail.com.

Christian Mother’s
Annual Breakfast
Open to all Christian Mothers

Sunday April 7, 2019
Immediately following 8:30 a.m. mass
Most Holy Trinity Activity Center
FEATURE SPEAKER: KENDRA VON ESH
(Catholic Speakers Organization)
“Find Something More with God – Faith and Friends
on Your Journey of Faith”
The Christian Mothers would like to thank Marci
Myers for her several years of service as secretary.
Her time and talent have been much appreciated!
The MHT Educational Trust Fund thanks all those who
donated in memory of Henry Goerge. Your donations
make it possible for individuals to benefit from a Catholic
Education though MHT school, religious education, youth
ministry, and adult education for years to come!

Sponsor of the Week
Our thanks to the many businesses that make it
possible for the bulletin to be costcost-free to our parish.

Miller Brothers Excavating

Office Phone: 989-593-2162
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Lincoln Thomas Weber, son of Kent &
Marissa (Becker) Weber.
We welcome Lincoln to our parish family.

Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or
recovering, especially: Regina Martin, Sean Dush, Charlene
Thelen, Davison Curtin, Jeffrey Lee Thelen, Luke Martin,
Sara Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, Marie Hengesbach, Edward
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Julie Wieber
Schafer, Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta,
Dick Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, Steve Thelen, Tracy
Schmitt,
Gregg
Platte,
Frank
Hufnagel,
Janet
Armbrustmacher, Marie Weber, Jenine Kloeckner, Jennifer
Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Jordy Wohlscheid, Jennifer Grace
Schrauben, Janet Simon, Dale Young, Brent Baese, Shane
Grinnell, Richard Bushamp, Alan & Therese Kramer,
Christopher Martin, Theresa Heeg, Bev Nurenberg, Jeff
Wadell, Charles Wadell, Chuck Welch, Jeanne Alaga, Milo
Platte, Timothy D. Thelen, Marilyn Dixon, Richard Rodgers,
Declan Schmidt, Carolee Smith, Charles Miller, Carolyn
Klein, Joyce Goerge and a special intention.
Please contact the office to add or remove a name from
the list. Thank you.
Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish
Community who are in the Armed Services.

Calling all COF Youth!
The COF Youth State Bowling Tournament
will be held on Sunday, March 3 from 1-3
also at E-Lanes in Fowler. RSVP to Cari
Smith on FB or at caris@mhtparish.com

Our Parish Stewardship
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
February 16 & 17 Collection………...…..……... $9,207.00
Special Collections
ETF …………………………………………………...... $10.00
Black & Indian Mission ………………………….... $155.00
First Offering ……………………………………….….. $5.00

The Rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m.
weekday Mass. The intention for this week is to
pray that the Lord continues to pour out His love
on our parish community.

Readings for the Week of February 24, 2019
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Sir 1:1-10; Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5; Mk 9:14-29
Sir 2:1-11; Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40;
Mk 9:30-37
Sir 4:11-19; Ps 119:165, 168, 171, 172, 174, 175;
Mk 9:38-40
Sir 5:1-8; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Mk 9:41-50
Sir 6:5-17; Ps 119:12, 16, 18, 27, 34, 35 Mk 10:1-12

Website: mhtparish.com

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Monday - February 25
7:00 p.m. + Paul & Pauline Soyka
Tuesday - February 26
8:15 a.m. + Steve Simmon
Wednesday - February 27
6:00 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration
7:00 p m. + Fr. Albert Schmitt Including Deceased
Members of the Family
Thursday - February 28
8:15 a.m. + Jeanette Feldpausch Including Fred &
Dorothy Feldpausch & Walter & Viola Harr
6:30 p.m.
Holy Hour with Confessions
Friday - March 1 - First Friday
8:15 a.m. + Robert & Alma Armbrustmacher
Saturday - March 2 - First Saturday
4:30 p.m. + Louis & Esther Wirth & Living & Deceased
Family Members
Sunday - March 3
8:30 a.m.
People of the Parish
10:30 a.m. + Curtis Feldpausch

Ushers for Saturday & Sunday, March 2 & 3
4:30 p.m. – Gary Weber, Jerome Klein, Clare M. Thelen,
Mike Koenigsknecht
8:30 a.m. - Tim Koenigsknecht, Paul Pung, Ryan Pung,
Kurt Koenigsknecht
10:30 a.m. – Brent McCarty, Roy Witgen, Neil Feldpausch,
Volunteer

Servers for this week
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - Megan Hufnagel, Braxton Myers
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer
Weds., 7:00 p.m. - Paige & Carter Thelen
Thurs., 8:15 a.m. - Adult Volunteer
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - MHT School Volunteers

Servers for Saturday & Sunday , March 2 & 3
4:30 p.m. - Chloe Hyland, Jonathan Koenigsknecht,
Volunteers
8:30 a.m. - Paige & Carter Thelen, Jonah Thelen,
Alexander Warnke
10:30 a.m. - Preston & Camden Braun, Josie & Cooper
Koenigsknecht
**See mhtparish.com for next month’s server Calendar.

February 24, 2019
Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard
Parish Office Hours -- 8am-noon, 1-3pm
Parish Office:
593-2162
Email: office@mhtparish.com
Website:
mhtparish.com
MHT School - 593-2616

