2nd Sunday in Advent A + 7 Dec 2025 + “Captured”

As we continue our 4 week walk through the story of our salvation, this week, we are
considering the “bad news;” which we will refer to as “captured.” But before we do that,
recall that last week we reflected on how our story began in the book of Genesis with
creation. We said that Genesis, as the true Word of God, was written in a poetic, rather than
scientific, sort of way, and does not so much answer “how,” but rather “why” and “who.” We
reflected on what creation reveals to us about God, as well as mankind. In particular, that
creation is a gift, and that it is good. Also, God made human beings—women and men—in
His own image and likeness, and how that shapes our Catholic worldview. And finally, how
creation is not only an image of God’s goodness, but also a sign of His love for each of us.

But there is a problem: even as we marvel on the beauty and goodness of creation, we are
also painfully aware that creation is no longer in harmony. On a purely natural level, there
are earthquakes and draughts and floods. Weeds and pests destroy fruitful farmland.
Insects spread diseases. They say 1 in 10 Americans will be diagnosed with cancer in their
lifetime. And even though there may be human causes to some of the imperfections of
creation, the reality is that creation’s evils have been around for all of history since the fall.

And it gets even worse. Human beings, images of the perfect God, lie, cheat, steal, abuse—
this list could go on all day. And lest we are tempted to think “well, a few peccadillos and
white lies aren’t really that bad,” remember, the holocaust began with one hateful thought
in one man’s mind. Moral evil, or human sin, has also been a stain on creation since the fall.
So how did things, once so beautiful, so perfect, get so bad, so quickly? Well, to answer that
question, if you noticed, [ have now referenced “the fall” twice. So what was “the fall?”

Genesis chs. 1 and 2 tell of creation in perfect harmony. But ch. 3 introduces “the serpent,”
whom we soon find out is not good. A few points here. First, the serpent is identified
throughout Bible with the devil, with satan. He is not a mere “symbol” evil. He is a real
spiritual being. Butitis very important to point out God did not create evil; evil is a lack of
the good. Scripture doesn’t say exactly how the devil “fell,” but various passages paint a
picture of satan as an angel who, out of either the pride of wanting to be equal to God, or
envy of the exalted state of man, was cast down from heaven, apparently causing other
angels to fall in the same way, and then join his cause of “waging war” on all of mankind (cf.
[sa 14:12-15, Wis 2:24, Lk 10:18, Rev 12:9). And that last point is also very important.

But before I get into that, we need to remember that satan is not equal to God. He is a
powerful spirit, but still a creature. We don’t want to overestimate his power. But we also
don’t want to underestimate it. Here are just a few descriptions of satan from Scripture: he
is the ruler of this world (Jn 12:31), a murder from the beginning, a liar and the prince of lies
(Jn 8:44). He is the enemy who prowls around looking for someone to devour (I Pet 5:8). 1
could go on. But we also must ask, why does God allow him any power? According to the
Catechism (395), it is a great mystery that [divine] providence should permit [the devil’s]



activity, but "we know that in everything God works for good with those who love him.”

Ok, back to satan waging war on humanity. That comes from the book of Revelation, ch. 12.
And even if Revelation also uses figurative language, it is still true. Which means, we are at
war. Not that we chose it; war was declared upon our first parents, and upon all their
offspring, including us. I fear most people today don’t realize we are at war, because, as
Genesis says, the devil is very cunning (3:1). His primary weapon is to use the truth, which
is naturally attractive to humans, but then he twists it, just subtly enough, so that we don’t
notice it, if we are not constantly on guard. And the result? He enslaves us and leads us
away from home with the Father, so that, cut off from the giver of all life, he can destroy us.
That’s not an overstatement. That’s exactly what he did to Eve and Adam, our first parents.

When the serpent approaches Eve, he says: did God really say you shall not eat of any tree in
the garden? Notice satan is planting confusion here, because God did not forbid any tree,
but just one. Eve begins to waver, replying falsely that if they even touch that tree, they will
die. So satan ramps up his seduction: You certainly will not die! he says. God knows well that
when you eat of it your eyes will be opened and you will be like gods, who know good and evil.
In other words, “God is a liar! He is not a good Father! He is afraid that you will be like
him! He is holding back on you!” Genesis says that the tree was pleasing to the eyes, so Eve
ate of it, and gave some to her husband, who blithely ate without the slightest hesitation.

At this point, everything falls apart. A little seed of doubt grew into the most destructive lie
of all time: that God is not our good Father and we cannot trust Him! And if that is the case,
then we should do what we want, “eat whatever looks good” so to speak. Yes, Adam and
Eve’s eyes were opened, but they did not become gods. They only came to see themselves
(wrongly) as gods, with the ability to choose right and wrong on their own without God.
But because they now see God as an adversary, they also began to see each other as
adversaries, blaming the other for the fall. Their broken relationship will spill over to their
2 sons, and one of their sons Kkills the other out of envy. And worst of all, Adam and Eve
hide from God, afraid of Him, because they do not trust Him. The sacred relationship is
broken, and having chosen to cut themselves off from the source of life, they will now die.

But as bad as that sounds, it gets worse. The war is only just getting started. This
dysfunctional family will pass on its woes to each new generation, and the whole rest of the
story of the Old Testament (and human history) is how humanity violently repeats this
choosing-death. But the spark of original goodness remains in a few souls who dare to
hope that there must be another way. They cry out to God for a Savior to come and set
them free. And because God is in fact a good Father who can be trusted, He begins a rescue
mission. He sends them patriarchs, prophets, and kings; god-fearing men and women, to
combat the liar and his all-pervasive lie. The groundwork is laid. But in order to win the
war, next week, we shall see how God must do what we could never dare to ask of Him.



