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From The Pastor’s Desk
How does the saying go, “time flies
when you’re having fun?” That’s
certainly been the case with our
adult retreats! It’s hard to believe that
in February we completed our fifth
year of having them! That’s quite the
milestone, especially since I don’t
know of many parishes who have
ever put one on. Retreats are
common for youth groups and
confirmation prep but very rare for adults. And yet here we
are, just having completed our ninth one, which is pretty
awesome!
Milestones like these always inspire me to reflect on the
journey we’ve been on. I can remember discussing the idea
of a retreat with our staff for a couple of years before we
finally decided to have one. At one point we had even
scheduled and advertised one, but had to cancel as
complications came up. I ran the idea by a few other people
in the diocese that worked in adult evangelization, but no one
really sounded very excited about it. But, retreats have been
such an important part of our youth ministry and young adult
programs, that our rationale on the parish staff has always
been that it only made sense they would have a big impact
on our adult ministry.
Our goals for our first retreat in September of 2015 were
quite simple. We wanted people to have an opportunity to
encounter Jesus similar to how the youth does at
Steubenville: through a powerful time of Adoration. We also
wanted our parishioners to have an opportunity to grow
closer, while building on a sense of community in our church.
And lastly, we hoped that by putting the retreat on, our
Evangelization Team of parish staff members would be able
to build trust with parishioners, so they would feel
comfortable coming to us as they had questions and grew in
their relationship with the Lord.
Looking back, I can see many ways that these goals have
been met. A common response on our survey after the
retreat is how powerful the time of prayer and Adoration was.
Most people leave there with a renewed sense of their
relationship with God and a desire to pray more. A lot of
people just feel different in ways that they sometimes aren’t
even able to describe. We have seen small groups develop
from these retreats, a lot of times because people enjoyed
their small group discussions so much that they wanted to try
and keep that going in their regular life. It’s also been quite
common for people on the retreat to contact staff afterwards
for advice or to pray together to see where the Lord might be
asking them to go next.
As I continue to reflect on all of our retreats, the first one still
holds a special place in my heart. The excitement of doing
something completely new and seeing people experience it
for the first time was very cool. I remember one couple
mentioning how the husband had been on many men’s
retreats before but this was the first time that he was able to
go one a retreat with his wife and how special that was for
them to be able to share an experience like that together.
The highlight of the weekend to me was being in a small
group with other men in the parish, some that I knew well
beforehand and some that I didn’t. The journey that we went
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on during the retreat was pretty incredible as we shared
what brought us there and how the Lord worked throughout
the weekend. My relationship with all of those guys has
been different ever since. There’s just a deeper relationship
now when we see each other at Mass than in the past
where we probably wouldn’t have even noticed one
another.
In addition to completing our fifth year of retreats, another
milestone that we crossed in February is that we have now
had over 100 parishioners attend the weekend at least
once! Just over half of those people have come back again.
One person has even been on all nine of the retreats!
Interestingly enough she was also the person who told us
back when we first pitched the idea that we would never get
people to give up a whole weekend for a retreat! God
definitely has a sense of humor with these things!
Looking ahead I hope that these weekends will continue to
be a blessing to our parish. If you have never thought about
coming on a retreat before, or if you just think it’s for “other
people”, I encourage you to take it to prayer and consider
attending our 10th retreat on September 25th to the 27th. At
our last retreat a few people mentioned how they didn’t
really want to “give up a whole weekend” when they thought
about whether they wanted to attend. I challenged them to
think about what God might give them as opposed to what
they were missing out on.
We all have stuff weighing on us. Often, those things are
outside of our control. What if the Lord changed something
inside of us so that we were better able to respond to the
challenges in our lives? Or what if he gave us a gift that
helped us to relate to someone in our life differently? These
are things that can and do happen when we give our time to
the Lord, especially when we take steps outside of our
comfort zone or try things that we never thought we would
have before. The bigger the risk we take the bigger the
reward that the Lord often gives us. So, whether you have
been on a retreat before, whether you’ve had a bad
experience on a retreat before, or whether you’re not a
“retreat person” and have never been on one before, I
encourage you to take this to prayer and consider if the
Lord might be calling you to join us in the future. Who
knows, maybe you’ll be a part of the story of our next five
years!

Christian Mothers
and Women's Breakfast
March 15th following 8:30am mass in the
Activity Center. Come and enjoy breakfast,
fellowship, learn and laugh with our featured
speaker Katie Sciba. Katie is a Catholic wife,
mother, speaker, writer, and blogger. Katie lives with her family
in Omaha Nebraska and she is a six-time Catholic Press Award
-winning columnist presently writing for The Catholic Telegraph
in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati. She has traveled across the
map offering keynotes and retreats to bring the hope (and
humor) of Christ to audiences. This event is open to ALL
women and breakfast is provided free of charge. Please contact
Melissa Spitzley to RSVP at melissaspitzley@hotmail.com or
593-2685. More about Katie at www.catholicwife.net
NOTE: The next Christian Mother and Women's Organization
meeting will be held Sun., March 8 between 8:30 and 10:30 am
mass. We will meet in the MHT School Conference Room and
plan for the upcoming breakfast and fish fry.
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Special Lenten Events and Liturgies
Stations of the Cross
Every Wednesday during the Holy
Hour beginning at 6:00pm.

Weekly Adoration
Every Tuesday & Thursday, we
will have a time of adoration and
silence immediately following the
morning Masses.

The Year of the Word of God

March 16th and March 25th (immediately following Mass),
Fr. Dennis will offer two evenings where we will use the
ancient practice of Lectio Divina, (listening to God’s Word)
as Jesus, the Logos (the Word of God) speaks to our
hearts.

Lenten Fish Dinner

Friday, March 13th from 4pm to 7pm

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick
March 28/29th after all Masses

Lent and the
Word of God
“Return to me with
your whole heart,
with fasting, weeping,
and mourning. Rend
your hearts, not your
garments, and return to the Lord, your God, For he is
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding in
steadfast love.” Joel 2:12-13

Knights Father/Son Breakfast
Sun., March 22, 9:30 am. at the Activity Center

Holy Week Liturgies
Palm Sunday (April 5)
At the 4:30 pm,. 8:30 and
10:30 am. Liturgies,
the blessing of palms will
take place outside or at
the Activity Center,
and we will process to the
Church.
Holy Thursday (April 9th)
Mass of Chrism St. Mary
Cathedral 10:00am

Opportunities to
grow in holiness:
Lent 2020
The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Celebrated every Saturday from 3 till 4 pm.

Penance Service

Thursday, March 19th at 6:00 pm.
St. Joseph’s Parish in St. Johns

Regional Penance Service
Sunday, March 22nd at two locations: St. Gerard’s Parish in
Lansing and St. Thomas Aquinas Parish in East Lansing.
Service begins at 2:00 pm. at both locations, and there will
be many priests present to hear your confession.

Mass of the Lord’s Supper
7:00pm with
Adoration to follow in Fr. Ray
Center till midnight
Good Friday (April 10th )
Stations:12:00 pm.
Solemn Service 3:00pm,
Evening Service 7:00pm,
*A day of obligatory fasting
and abstinence*
Easter Sunday (April 11/12th )
Saturday Vigil Mass 8:45 pm.
Easter Sunday 8:15 and 10:30
am.
Christ is Risen!
Truly He is Risen!
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Principal of Most Holy Trinity School
Anne Hufnagel—AnneH@mhtparish.com
By connecting our Catholic faith to life, we at Most Holy
Trinity School seek to fulfill Christ's mandate to
proclaim the Gospel, restore all things in Him, strive to
lead our students to the Truth for the betterment of
this world and prepare them for the age to come.
Upcoming Events
Tuesday, March 10:
Mass @ 8:15am
Wednesday, March 11:
Adoration @ 2:00pm
Wednesday, March 18:
Stations of the Cross @ 2:30pm
Thursday, March 19
Mass @ 8:15am
NWEA: Our 2nd and final NWEA MAP testing window will begin
on Monday, February 24th. The testing window will be open until
March 20.
Lent: On Wednesdays during Lent the students will either be
doing a Stations of the Cross or Adoration in the Church. The
stations will start at 2:30pm & Adoration at 2:00pm. Anyone is
welcome to join us. This Wednesday is Adoration at 2:00pm.
Path to Heaven: “Apart from the cross, there is no other ladder by
which we may go to heaven.” - St. Rose of Lima

Director of Religious Education
Paul Fahey—mhtdre@gmail.com—593-3174
The next High School Encounter evening is Sunday, March
8th. These events are replacing Monday night religious ed
classes. We will meet at the Activity Center from 6:309:00pm and will include large group catechesis, individual
prayer time, and small group discussion. There will also be
a Holy Spirit Encounter for the students that includes
Eucharistic Adoration and prayer teams.
Because these events are replacing what used to be a
weekly class it will be important that students attend each of
these evenings. I coordinated these dates with Kris Ernst,
the Athletic Director at the High School, so that there will be
no required athletic events that will conflict with these
evenings. The final High School Encounter evening this
year will be on May 3rd.
Adult Social Gathering
After you let your voice be heard at the
ballot box on Tuesday, March 10, why
not come to the K of C Hall at 6:30pm
and let us hear from you too. No political
debates, just fun discussions on a variety of topics. Hope
to see you there. For more information contact Ann
Schafer at 593-3539
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Please join us from the weekend of March 9/10th until
March 18th in preparation for the Solemnity of St. Joseph.A
Novena for the Fathers of our parish and our region,

Novena Prayer to St. Joseph
St. Joseph, you are the just and righteous
man. You were the provider and protector
of Jesus and Mary in the home at Nazareth.
We ask your intercession and protection
for the men of our region. Obtain for them
the spiritual blessings of your Divine Son,
Jesus.
Make them, by God’s grace, men of purity, justice, truth and
integrity. Help those who are earthly fathers to be good
examples, leaders of prayer in the home, and men of God.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The eight Promises to those who have devotion to St. Joseph
1. God will grant special graces to those that do not know me, to
have a great devotion to me.
2. God will bless all who are married and the blessing in their family
will be without limit.
3. Those married and without children will be blessed with offspring.
4. God will give special graces to be delivered from temptations and
the attacks of the devil.
5. They shall have a good and happy death.
6. They shall overcome their trials and tribulations.
7. God shall grant them immediate help when they invoke my
intercession, for the demons have extreme dread of the invocation of
my name.
8. For all those who embrace a St. Joseph cenacle, they shall obtain
a more fervent love for Jesus and a true devotion to Most Holy Mary.

Flowers for Easter
To donate lowers in memory of someone deceased or for the
intentions of the living during the Easter season, please place your
donation in an envelope and mark it “Easter lowers”. Please write
down the names of those you wish to remember
and indicate whether the person(s) are living or
deceased. Drop your donation in the parish of ice
drop box or place it in the collection basket. We
will remember all the names during the Easter
season at our daily Masses.

“Whoever sows bountifully will
also reap bountifully”

Diocesan Service Appeal 2020
The second & last Lenten Fish Fry for MHT is
March 13th, 4pm - 6:30pm
There are sll a few volunteer posions to
be ﬁlled for this Knights of Columbus &
Chrisan Mothers charity fundraiser. Please check the MHT
website under Fish Fry for details.
Thanks, Dave
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Thank you to all who ate at or worked the ﬁrst Fish Fry of 2020!
There were 546 dinners purchased. Le--overs were donated to a
local food bank.
The 50/50 winner of $141 was Dean Schrauben.

Our Diocesan goal this year is $5,100,000.00.
Our parish goal has been set at $64,704.
If we have any pledges over and above our goal,
the parish will receive 50% back.

Sponsor of the Week
Our thanks to the many businesses that make it
possible for the bulletin to be cost-free to our parish.

Wieber Lumber
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Please pray for our friends and relatives who are sick or
recovering, especially: Ardith Graham, Regina Martin, Sean
Dush, Charlene Thelen, Davison Curtin, Luke Martin, Sara
Sanchez, Melissa Schulte, Marie Hengesbach, Edward
Wohlscheid, Linda Rogala, Sarah Weber, Julie Wieber Schafer,
Bill Barns, Bob Marshall, Dennis Smith, Sandy Herta, Dick
Rehmann, Janet Simmon, Scott Kus, Steve Thelen, Tracy
Schmitt, Frank Hufnagel, Marie Weber, Jenine Kloeckner,
Jennifer Ledger, Josiah Ledger, Jordy Wohlscheid, Jennifer
Grace Schrauben, Janet Simon, Dale Young, Richard
Bushamp, Therese Kramer, Christopher Martin, Theresa
Heeg, Jeff Wadell, Charles Wadell, Chuck Welch, Jeanne
Alaga, Milo Platte, Timothy D. Thelen, Marilyn Dixon, Carolee
Smith, Charles Miller, Father Den Morrow, Gary Schueller,
Ray Hamilton, Ralph Feldpausch, Dane VanElls, Arlene
McCausey, Elaine Kramer, Brian Ritter, David & Judy Maniez,
Tricia Beauchamp, Joe & Viola Minarik and a private intention.
Please contact the office to add or remove a name from
the list. Thank you.
Let us also keep in our prayers all those from the Parish
Community who are in the Armed Services.
Knights of Columbus Father/Son Breakfast
Sunday, March 22nd, 9:30 am
~Open to all fathers & sons~
Join us in the Activity Center Sunday,
March 22 for the Father/Son breakfast!
Speaker is Bruce Scifres, Hall of Fame
Coach and author. Good will offering at
the door. Sponsored by the Fowler
Knights of Columbus. RSVP to Dean
Schrauben (989-640-0341).
The rosary is prayed before the 8:15 a.m. weekday
mass. The intention for this week is to pray for all
police officers, first responders, and firefighters.
May their service be a blessing to many.
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MASSES FOR THIS WEEK
Monday - March 9
7:00 p.m.
No Mass
Tuesday - March 10
8:15 a.m.
No Mass
Wednesday - March 11
6:00 p.m.
Eucharistic Adoration & Stations of the
Cross
7:00 p.m.
No Mass
Thursday - March 12
8:15 a.m.
No Mass
Friday - March 13 - First Friday
8:15 a.m.
No Mass
Saturday - March 14 - First Saturday
4:30p.m.
People of the Parish
Sunday - March 15
8:30 a.m. +
Mary Klein, Including John & Jake
10:30 a.m. +
David Cole Including Agnes

USHERS FOR MARCH 14 & 15
4:30 p.m. - Larry Jandernoa, Gerry Arens, Craig Arens,
Luke Thelen
8:30 a.m. - Dean Platte, Adam Platte, Jamey Myers,
Volunteer
10:30 a.m. - Don Martin, Chris Conner, Steve Spitzley,
John Rademacher

SERVERS FOR THIS WEEK
Mon., 7:00 p.m. - No Mass
Tues., 8:15 a.m. - No Mass
Weds., 7:00 p.m. - No Mass
Thurs., 8:15 a.m. - No Mass
Fri., 8:15 a.m. - No Mass

SERVERS FOR MARCH 14 & 15
Our Parish Stewardship
God’s Treasure at Most Holy Trinity
February 29 & March 1 Collection ……….… $15,777.45
Special Collections
Newspapers ……………………………………...…..$115.00
Easter Flowers
$80.00
Capitol Improvements……………...……………….$120.00
Catholic Relief …………………..…..……...……..….. $5.00

4:30 p.m. - Volunteers Needed
8:30 a.m. - Caiden & Chase Pung, Ella Hufnagel
10:30 a.m. - Chad Klein, Hudson & Faith Phillips, Kiley
Bengel
**Side Note: For any 3rd/4th graders on the server list;
Father recommends this as a helpful way for them to learn.
They can put on a server alb & join servers to watch &
observe. Students learning will never be responsible for or
expected to serve on their own until they are comfortable &
ready.

Scripture Readings for the Week of March 8, 2020
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13; Lk 6:36
38
Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21 and
23; Mt 23:1-12
Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14, 15-16;
Mt 20:17-28
Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6; Lk 16:1931
Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Ps 105:1617, 18-19, 20-21; Mt 21:33-43, 45-46

Pastor - Fr. Dennis Howard
fr.dennis@hotmail.com
Office Hours - 8am-noon, 1-3pm
Parish Office - 593-2162
Email: office@mhtparish.com
MHT School - 593-2616
Email: school@mhtparish.com

