3rd Sunday in Advent A + 14 Dec 2025 + “Rescued”

As we continue our 4 week walk through the story of our salvation, our meditations today
will consider the most important events in human history, the heart of the Gospel, the good
news, which we will refer to as “rescued.” Last week, we reflected on the “bad news.” Satan,
our adversary, declared war on our first parents and on all of us “poor banished children of
Eve.” Like a spider stealthily luring prey into its web, Satan has captured us in a web of lies,
and his ultimate aim is our destruction. And we are powerless to do anything about it on
our own. But thankfully, the story does not end there: a rescue mission has been launched.

Now imagine for a moment that it is early June 1944, and you live on the northwest coast of
France: Normandy. Your beloved homeland has been under brutal foreign occupation for
over 4 years now. Your occupiers steal your homes, force your family members and friends
into labor camps, or others simply vanish in the night. Your own French forces, together
with the British, suffered a crushing defeat not long after the initial invasion. You have
heard rumors that the Allies are going to make a landing attempt, but so far, nothing. You
have no freedom. You begin to lose hope. Maybe there will never be salvation.

This is just a glimpse of humanity’s hopeless situation before Christ. I think we often take
the Good News for granted, because most of us have never known a life without the Gospel.
But we shouldn’t. Liberation only came to Europe at a heroic effort and at an enormous
price, and it wasn’t guaranteed. But thanks be to God there was indeed a plan, including a
cunning scheme to fool the Nazis into thinking the landing would happen farther north. It
worked. By 9pm in the evening on June 6, the invasion force had gained a foothold. The
Commander of the 21st Panzer division, simply said, “the war is lost.” And he was right. The
French, and indeed all of Europe would soon be free. But unfortunately, Hitler’s ego
wouldn’t accept the truth, and the war continued its destructive force for another year.

When satan deceived our 1st parents into choosing death over life, he thought he had won
the day. But the Father would not let it be so. He respected our freedom, but He also
launched a cunning rescue mission. He laid the groundwork over countless centuries,
moving hearts and steering history, waiting for the perfect moment. I'm sure the devil
knew something was coming—all of Israel was expecting a Savior to come. But the devil
didn’t expect God could be so humble, as to take on a human nature, being born a poor
child, to a Virgin. This was always satan’s Achilles heel; he just couldn’t accept humility.

Well, satan caught wind of the plot soon after the Father and His army of angels gained His
foothold in Bethlehem. So Satan inspired King Herod to murder every boy in the vicinity to
try to kill the child. But an angel of God warned Joseph to flee with Mary and the boy to
safety in Egypt. All went quiet for a while, but when the child grew into a man, satan
resumed the war once again. At the very beginning of His public ministry, the devil returns,
temping Jesus, the “last Adam,” just as he tempted the 15t Adam. But this time, satan’s lies
were powerless against the Son of God. He should have given up then, because he was
defeated from the moment the child was incarnate. But he still just wouldn’t give up.



So one way of seeing Jesus’ public ministry is that He is waging war with the devil and the
devil’s angels—the demons. But His was not the usual human form of waging war: death
and destruction. The Lord overcomes satan and his works—sin, doubt, disease, demonic
possession, and even death—by life and healing, as we hear in our Gospel today. But there
is one more thing that He must accomplish in order to deliver the final victory. To destroy
sin and its ultimate effect—death—forever, He must take it upon Himself, and defeat it
“from the inside out,” so to speak. Again, I don’t think the devil foresaw the cross. He just
couldn’t fathom that God could humble Himself even further—even unto death, death on a
Cross (cf. Phil 2:8)!

So just how does the Cross of Christ save us? We could talk about this until the cows come
home, but we will just consider 2 ways: love and mercy. First, He is unmasking the
fundamental lie that satan used on Adam and Eve and on all of us ever since: that God is not
our good Father, that we cannot trust Him, and that He is holding back on us. How does He
do this? On the Cross, the very heart of the Father is laid bare through the image of His Son,
which is a heart of love: for God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son (Jn 3:16). Jesus
is exposed naked with arms outstretched, on the Cross. He is laying it all out there: that
God has held nothing back from us for Himself: rather, He has given us everything. Even
His own Son. He'll even die for us. What more could He possibly give? Greater love has no
one than this, than to lay down one’s life for His friends (Jn 15:13).

Second, on the Cross, Jesus is making “atonement for,” and “redeeming,” our sins. In a
nutshell, man’s chosen disobedience—sin—has separated us from God. We are now slaves
to sin, slaves to satan, slaves to death (cf. Heb 2:15). The only One who can bring us back
into right relationship with God, that is, “redeem us,” is God Himself. And so God takes on
our human nature in Christ. He takes on all the guilt of human sin, human disobedience,
and its effects: our feeling forsaken, cut off from our Father, enslaved by our passions,
doomed to die—He takes all of this upon Himself on the Cross. And by His life-long perfect
obedience, He “undoes” our sin. He even pleads for mercy: Father, forgive them, for they
know not what they do! (Lk 23:34). He takes all of this on Himself, loving us to the end (Jn
13:1)—for the wages of sin is death (Rom 6:23). But death cannot overpower God Himself!

It is the perfect act of atonement. Not in that somehow the suffering and death of the Son
appeased the wrath of God—because you cannot separate the Trinity like that! God is a
good Father. On the Cross, the Father wraps His arms of mercy around His Son, Who has
taken our place; Who has taken on our sin and so “stands in” for sinful man. In Christ, we
are forgiven. In Christ, we are restored to being beloved sons and daughters of our
Heavenly Father, and heirs to the Kingdom and eternal life. But even then, He's just getting
started! The Son has accomplished His mission, but we are not left alone. He leaves us
with His Holy Spirit—the living proof in our hearts that all of this is true. But His Spirit
wants to continue His work of redeeming the world through us—we who have been
Redeemed—Rescued through faith and repentance and Baptism. The Rescued are sent on
mission, because we know the battle is not quite over yet. We are called to Respond.



